

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Edwin A. Emerson, Jr

¢ Memorial

e Photos
o Flowers
o Edit
Birth: Jan. 23, 1869
Dresden
Saxony (Sachsen), Germany
Death: Oct. 3, 1959

San Francisco
San Francisco County
California, USA

Author, War Correspondent, Rough Rider
Soldier, and Spy.

After graduating from Harvard in 1891, Edwin
began writing as a foreign correspondent for the
Boston Post. Returning to the United States, he
wrote for the New York Evening Post, The Sun,
and Collier's Weekly.

During the Spanish-American War he was a spy
in Puerto Rico and posed as a German
journalist. He was credited for attaining a map
that helped prepare the American invasion. He
then joined the 1st US Volunteer Cavalry, better
known as the Rough Riders, already in Cuba,
and became Theodore Roosevelt's regimental
clerk.

He was a war correspondent covering the
Russo-Japanese War when he was taken
prisoner by the Japanese. During World War I,
he reported from the German side of the war. In
1918, Guatamala charged him as being a
German spy.

He was later accused by Austria and
Switzerland as engaged in subversive activity.

In 1933, he founded the Society of American
Friends of Germany and met with Adolph Hitler
the following year.

He authored several books, mostly on history,
including: "A History of the 19th Century",
"Adventures of Theodore Roosevelt", and
"Hoover and his Times: Looking Back through
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Edwin A. Emerson
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Edwin Emerson
Miami University, 1889

Noted Journalist. Member
Roosevelt's "Rough Riders"

1st United States Volunteer
Ca‘ra_h‘}r
Troop K

Spanish-American War 1898 - Edwin A. Emerson?
(http://thephideltlegacy.com/military/fighting phis/fighting phis.html
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Enter Colonel Edwin Emerson Jr., a cog in the Nazi machine with a
most unusual pedigree. He was born in Dresden, Germany in 1869 to Amer-
ican parents, academian Edwin Emerson Sr. and Mary Louise Ingham.*
Emerson earned a Harvard degree, then rode with Theodore Roosevelt up
San Juan Hill during the Spanish-American War as part of the fabled
Rough Riders. After the war he worked as an itinerant journalist, filing sto-
ries from wvarious conflicts throughout Mexico and Central and South
America, and fighting in the occasional skirmish himself as a soldier-for-
hire. He returned to Germany during the Great War, where his American
background made him an ideal agent to spread propaganda among English-
speaking Allied forces. During the postwar era he was kicked out of Guate-
mala, Austriayand Switzerland as a German spy. In 1928 Emerson authored
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a biography, The Adventures of Theodore Roosevelt, for E. P. Dutton and Com-
pany. Then, in March 1933, as§ Gau-USA was spewing out its last desperate
gasps, Emerson was appointed NSDAP emissary to the United States. His
mission: reconcile and unite the disparate Nazi supporters in New York and
the rest of the country.’

Emerson’s office was in the Whitehall Building at 17 Battery Place, the
same location as the German consulate at that time. Once ensconced in the
new job, Emerson sent his feelers out to the thriving German-American
community in Yorkville. It was hoped this outreach would finally develop a
definitive Nazi foothold in America through Emerson’s benignly named
collective “The Friends of Germany.”

(Arnie Bernstein: Fritz Kuhn and the rise and fall of the German-America Bund
Swastika Nation, New York 2013)

Emerson war Chairman der Society of American Friends of the New Germany:



70 ‘THE FRIENDS OF NEW GERMANY’

American branch of the Nazi party. The claim was to meet strong
opposition.

First, however, stemming from the instructions of the AO to
dissolve, the former Teutonia members and miscellaneous
hangers-on who held United States’ citizenship, took temporary
refuge in a creation called the “Friends of Germany.” This
was sometime around March 1933, and was under the leader-
shipofa man named Edwin Emerson.41The address of the “Friends
of Germany” was the German consul in New York City, and on the
letter head the following names were listed under the title of
“Executive Committee:” Colonel Edwin Emerson, Chairman;
Dr. John Hooing, Vice President; Lt. Col. Henry W. Torney,
Treasurer; and, Mr. Joseph J. O’Donohue IV, Secretary.42

The picture is further confused by the fact that the “Friends

of Germany” existed for the first few months simultaneously
with the “Friends of New Germany.” A DAI letter dated 31
October 1933, noted that the “Bund der Freunde des Neuen
Deutschlands™ was meant for Americans.4® This would have
been a logical sequence since American citizens were officially
barred from membership in the Nazi party locals.4* The two

41 J, L. Spivak wrote that Emerson was a soldier of fortune, author, and war
correspondent, as well as a secret agent for Germany. He worked directly out of
the German consul in New York, according to Spivak, and his job was to spread
as much propaganda favorable to the Nazis as possible. Secred drmies (New York:
Modern Age Books, Inc., zggg], PR 73, 74 One writer noted that the *Friends™
actually grew from a suggestion in the issuance of the Dentscher Beabachier, a New York
Mazi paper, in January 1933, which pmpmed the formation of a “Friends of the
Hitler Movement” for American citizens wanting to show their sympathies. Later,
it just disappeared without reaching any point of real organization, and the “Friends
of Germany” came into being. Strong, Organized Anti-Semitism in America, p. 21.
A somewhat different version is given by Joachim Remak in an article in The Journal
af Modern History, wherein he suggests that the “Friends of the Hitler Movement™
merged right into the “Friends of the New Germany.” Vol, XXIX (March, 1957),
p- 38. There would have been little real point to Remak's version, however, since
the object was to have the appearance of separation where American eitizens were
concerned. In this instance the “Friends of Germany™ under Emerson provided a
better front for the remnants of the Teutonia in this category than the “Friends of
the New Germany™ did.

22 German Records, g/27/24001.

43 Jbid., 24765, At this time as well, the Friends of Germany received propaganda
materials from the NSDAP Reichsleitung Pressestelle to help further their cause.
Thid., 24001,

n . v . . - -

(Arthur L. Smith Jr: The Deutschum of Nazi Germany and the United States, The
Hague 1965)



Edwin Emerson an Karl Lowenstein, Vaduz, 31. August 1919
Vaduz, den 31. August 1919
Lieber Freund!

Hoffentlich wurde bei Ihnen

das Wetter auch besser. Hier war es

bis gestern sehr heiss. Ihr Freund

Lessel hat noch nichts von sich sehen

oder horen lassen. Allerdings ist es

noch altviterlich hier. Niemand hat

eine Nah= noch Schreibmaschine. Wein wird

mit der Hand getorkelt. Die Bauern

frauen spinnen und weben noch mit

kleinen Spinnraddern und Webstiihlen. Oben in

den Bergen gebraucht man noch Feuerstein und

Kiehn spahne. Auch Regenschirme sind selten. Thr getr.
Emerson

Edwin Emerson an Karl Lowenstein, Lindau, 8. Juni 1921
Lindau, den 8. Juni 1921
Lieber Prinz!

Meine Frau und ich weilen hier

am Bodensee auf einige sonnige Tage

zum Besuch bei Freunden. Nachher

fahren wir wahrscheinlich nach Steier=
mark zur Abstimmung dort. Hoffentlich
wird es dort so schon wie unldngst

in Kédrnten und im Salzburgischen. Am

4. Juli bin ich wieder in Berlin, aber am Sten
muss ich in Greifswald einen Vortrag halten.
Meine Frau lésst Sie herzlichst griissen.

Ew. Durchlaucht getreuer Edwin Emerson
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