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,. Sehr verehrter Herr Krausnick,

hiermit bestdtige ich Thnen den Empfang Ihrer freund-
h lichen Schreiben vom 4. Juli und 6. September 1955,

Es f&llt mir schwer, Thre Fragen zu beantworten, da ich
mich bisher vergeblich um meines Erzchtens noch unbedingt
erforderliche Unterlagen bemilht habe. Diese Unterlagen
befinden sich in England., Da Sie aber schreiben, dass die
von Ihnen in Angriff genommene Publikstion unmittelbar
vor dem Abschluss steht, mBchte ich Ihnen heute wenigstens
eine voribufige Auskunft geben, bel der ich mich susschliess-
lich auf mein Ged#chtnia stlitzen muss, und bei der ich
hinzufiigen darf, dass die Breignisse sich im Jahre 1938
abgespielt haben, so dass es durchaus miglich seln kann,
dess mir ein Erinnerungsfehler unterliuft.

Ewald von Kleist-Schmenzin war Gutsbesitzer in Hinterpommern,
Er war ein leidenschaftlicher Politiker. Seine Perstnlichkeit
' und seine parsnliche Haltung wird am hesten dureh den
Hinweis charakterisiert, dass er der Vorsitzende des
Hauptvereins der Konservativen war. Von ihm stammt die
vor 1933 herausgegebene Schrift "Der Nationalsozislismus -
eine Gefahr"., Ewald von Kleist-Schmenzin wurde rigch dem
20+ Juli 1944 inhaftiert, durch den Volksgerichktshof
zum Tode verurteilt und im Friihjshr 1945 in Berlin-
Plitzensee hingerichtet. Ohne Zweifel gzihlte Kleist—
Schmenzin zu den hervorrsgendsten Kimpfern der deutschen
Widerstandsbewegung. Er zeichnete sich aber sehr stark
dadurch aus, dass er eigenartige Gedanken vertrat und
diese wlederholt durchsetzte. Aus diesem Grunde ist es
nicht unrichtig, wenn sein in Miinchen lebender Sohn
Ewald-Heinrich von Kqeist meint, dass dessen Reige nach
London im Grunde sein eigener Gedanke gewesen sei.
Soviel dich weiss, hat Ewald von Kleist dem Admiral Canaris
diese Heise vorgeschlagen. Admiral Canaris msh darin einen
glicklichen Gedanken und verhalf diesem Gedanken auch
Zur Ausfiihrung. Wen Admiral Canaris sonst noch verstindigt
hat, weiss ich nicht, y
k. 4
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Meines Wissens war der damalige Oberst Oster an

der Angelegenheit unbeteiligt. Iie technischen
Binzelheiten erledigte ein spédter ums Leben gekommene
Obergtleutnant v.d. Osten. Der Gedanke der Reise war
folgender:

Kleiat sollte mit filhrenden englischen Politikern
sprechen und sie veranlassen, vor aller Welt darauf
sufmerksam zu machen, dass ein Angriff Deutschlands
auf Polen ein Angreifen Englands nach sich ziehen
werde. Kleist hat mir selbst von seiner Reise erzidhlt.
Er hat in erster Linie mit drei Persdnlichkeiten
gesprochen:

a) Lord Lloyd,
b) Lord Vansittard,
¢) Winston Churchill.

Uber das Ergebnis seiner Reise berichtete Kleist

an Canerie. In diesem Bericht unterschied Kleist

zwischen der damals in England fiihrenden Richtung

unter Chamberlain, der eine Politik der Nachgiebigkeit
vertrat, und Churchill, der als Oppositioneller einer
Politik der S5tdrke das Wort gab. Nach der Riickkehr
Kleists nach Deutschland schrieb Churchill einen Brief

an Kleist. In diesem Brief bemerkte Churchill, er sei
zwar zur Zeitin der Opposition, er habe aber keine Zweifel,
dass England fiir den Fall eines Angriffs Deutschlands

auf Polen dem Kriege beitreten werde, Dieser Brief wurde
mir in der englischen Botschaft in Berlin iibergeben,

Ich habe ihn dann an Kleist auszehidndigt. Dieser hat

ihn getffnet und ihn mir zu lesen gegeben. Spiter brachte
Kleist den Brief Canaris, der ihn bei Hitler zum Vortrag
verwendete, um Hitler auf diese Weise zu veranlassen,

vom Kriege Abstand zu nehmen. Wie Thnen bekannt, misslang
dieses Vorhaben, Viele Jahre spidter wurde das Original
des Briefes wvon der Gestapo in Schmenzin gefunden.

Mit aus diesem Grunde wurde Kleist zum Tode verurteilt.

Uber die Reise von Kleist nach England wear meineg Erachtens
nur ein Mitglied der damaligen englischen Botschaft in
Berlin im Bilde: Sir George Ogilvie Forbes.

0b Generaloberst Beck von der Reise unterrichtst gewesen
ist, welss ich nicht, Kleist selber war iiber seine
Beziehungen zur Ceneralitidt much mir gegeniiber ungewohnlich
verschwiegen, Wer also auf deutscher Seite ausser

Admiral Canarls von der Angelegenheit gewusst hat,

weise dech nicht.

Professor Wegener in Miinster ist mir nur dem Namen

nech bekannt. Ich weiss aber, dass Kleist-Schmenzin

mit ihm in freundscheftlichen Beziehungen stand. Meines
Erachtens war Wegener frilher Professor an der Universitét
in Breslau.
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Erlauben Sie, dass ich mich ohne nihere Quellen

auf diese rein aus dem Geddchtnis geschipften
Bemerkungen beschrinke.

Mit den besten Empfehlungen verbleibe ich

Ihr gehr ergeheaner
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rrogation of Sehlebrendor?l and Eans Eerndt Gesevius
o o ) war L | o i 4

aro Cmevernitz, interpreter) ab Wgisbacen, daturday,

T ¢ )

July 7, 1945,

Justice Jackson '
Gan, Doacvan
Col, Amen 3

Inj. Monzghan
kir, Dnlles

SOHLAPRENDORER: (Re Hitlsr order.) Saw the original with
he Lilidle .ry group on the eustern rront. tannot remunbel

whether sctuel signzture of Bitler affixed to it becouse I8
cannot remeiper whether it wes s typed docusent OT teletyred.

ZEJ: Did you see it wmove batween offlcisls?

Z0T: It came to tho Army G
Ton Tleist. Von Klelat show

witny Bed a balk s to thig o

o
b
-
o
P

itbe znd wag opened by Cok.
n ar te. Sshlebrendozxid,
der with Field kereiel Busch.

. hat was the substancs o that t&1LK?

T mhe game order., He discussed 1L with Busch, told him
The order was against International, Law.

cueuvIUs:  He had beon there Tox lagal aquestions sarlier tut
Shiy oent a Cersrel to handle legal qurstions. Bu dnltt

=
the pature of the order bolng Ageinsc Tonterrnational
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JHJ: Jiow did the Germsn peonle Jecl about the proposition
at hilis first stepr was to beuray vthe Germen people and seizs
:he German atate?

i

2CH: Think it will be very well received.

G23: I belleve all Germans will be very disappolnted if you
take only those crimez which viers after the war. . The rizsh
““D*lu is the erime to make a war boginnine in the wyeard
1633 %o 1938, They were the most important years. In tlsge
vears the basls lhes heen lz2id for all erimes that were perpe-
tratsd. Tould have been Cormisssr for Purification if plot
of July 20, 194k on Hitler had succseded. Iriends sinee 1939
have tzlad to £ind the logal asgis on winich IMazl crimes could
b2 punisiied, On one side they wanted to be very ssvers. On
the other side they do not want to follow Mazi msthods., They
vwanted to &nply law. The lobhser the war lasted, tite more

difficult th; problem became becauss the c¢rimes they hed com-
mitved increased Go such tremendous proporiions that the time
nizht have lﬂdtuﬁ ﬁﬂhﬂ&*miﬁ' #“ar““J;e mhﬂy G To oie
promiass on one side being Just dpd ol the othew £ide havinz
i% over rather rklcui?. They bad plannsd towdo it by courd
martial. ¢mﬂy did not wank to fellow the Gestapo mathod h?
simply condemning peonla and gncoting them, but they wianted
the ﬁcﬂsibili;y of those people purtddseunya dsfense, Tholre-
Zore, they uged procedure whkleh they fthousht was dellcate bub
5

H
tha only pcssible ona.In ths fixst meobips of this new govera-
ment in Germany, Lhgy proposed GLhal a cervain circle or cless

ol people should bs doclared gullily 85 & whols

Edls By Tnew GG“ETRJHAE” he refers %o his group if bhey-suc-

ceeded 1n dlsposinz of Hitler?

GE3: 4All this is suppositiond

BHT: After disposing of Hitlex.

Ci3: Tilis group was &40 inclule the GTOuD that was %o be
declered guilty and includasd alli cabinst nembors znd seero-
tarieos of stato; ali rrov¢d10u 1 gocvernors andl the provectors
psople in Bohemie, ail Wigh 5.5, foiﬂiﬂlq, ell riald Marzhals
agnd elil Lrmy gromp coofenders. If the joint zuilt of thaaa
rpeople had bccn astablished oy the law of uﬂlu new governzant
it would bo added that everybody who was ing ﬁﬂduebhtc 1aa
the priviisge io prove his ipnogencsa. ”ley were all indicted

unless they could prove their innogence,

Gh8s - Instoad el pre1umn5*aﬂ ci lnmocencs there was the we-
simptloa el guilt. To be deone by polibtical act. Declsre all
thsse psople prima facis guility.

1-1.16 not really worked that out. Did no%
ndlitary court oy people's courd. AT least, & &bE

snurt “ne reaszon for this procedurs was tlat thsy more o

oag :@;ctad every ons of those high officials %o =ay e on
.J1huv s ordexrs. As tasy know the inslds story or 1
Ll . 81 L Lo e e o (] SRR T i B T e S T o S
v | T | o T J iak N _.'..1.'. % I R B o gy ) b i e R .

okl 3 ‘ P UL AL al Uiy i AR BR i

| : Prndiin, An. e, b

e T T —

i b

B s T L T

R ——




=

=
P

 in concaatratlion campa, S0 MANLY exterminoted and SC many
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atbel ond Ualder, they relt tho ponerals would 52Y they hed
bean tnior the dmproesslon Hitlor hod only been bluffing and

no war would setually bresk oud and tha seme weald hoplpen that
nappencd in tho wanieh erisis,/whon Hitler morelsd into Fragud,
and thoro would bo no WAr. (E%dj

ditler called all the Axiy 1oaders bomether thrco days
prior Lo the entbresk of tho wer ab Barbehesgaden and told them
ha was civing his vyiord of honor that acaln he wag only going to

pull a bluff and that he hed certeln definite information that
Yna British and French would rot dodlore war. AT the samo tloe,

Lil sl L Wl

ths atmosphore was upsel aad digturbed.

RHT: How does he know Hitler called them.all togothsx?

¢a3: He was a close agaoeiabe of Admiral Qenavie, who was Zead
or the Cermen lilitary Tntelilipgenco Szrvice calied ths ADWLCAT,
Por some hed been in rathen close /uouci with Breuchltsch
becnuse he, bogetizr with soms of his Trisnds, ftricd to have
Lhom use sheir influsnce Go 580D the war SO he wes very well
cequaicoted with thls wiole pleture. Adriral Cantvis was present
ot this mootinz and had a protocol oF Hitlsx's sposch. BEHe
secretly btock dowi & stonozraphic report arl that documaatb Io

chowed o Cosevius and 1t wes in the nonda of Gen. Oster, WO

Vet it until atout July 20, 1944. 1= wos arrested and later

1-iiled. He thinks it may bo still in exlsience. D023 not Cnow.
vould like to look ior i%. Since 1934, Gaoverl = and his ecol-

T+ T

Tetorators nad sseretly token out of the Abuehr documeats Ie

—

i
k]

to war and hid them. After the war 711 documsnts wisos
biltzkriss, &ll docunsnta peTorTing to bhe assassipeticon

LS
T~
Nea

s Tews or the prepareticn ol tas sttack of Worwey, ©OF
type of order we discussed ab the beginning of the dilscussi
Ths eovies wers collected and hid away. TFirsh they wers in the
aofe of Admirel Canavis spd thenl in the sefo of Gen. Cster,

and then taken out into the Tucnspurcor Helde whers there was
an Army training field with bufkers viaers they hid them.

1EN: What 1s his recollection of bow long the motes WeId.
.5 Canavis noves which he saw. : :

GLAYV: Twenly pages = typewrliten.
|

;imas Does he remember anybbing speeifle about 167 The titles?

LL¥

coo: T eould recomposs then If had o litvele tims .

BHS: How did'you expect to gt widespread support Ior your n=w
roveronent if Hitler was dlsposed of when 30 MIny pedonle v

ad

¥

3
for him? (How'dlid jyour covermasnt Sov support or was thero moYS
#a k]

supports fop 1% than we know abowth
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Soarls boeita position is daportant becauce in 1938 already

"JL_Ld vo Ihils 1u1¢ow Cﬂ:hL?TL that Hitlerts policy was aimins
&t the war, oreparing the T;:, and 23 a decendt of’icer onz
could not Tollow end support this poliey,.

GEN. D.: Is there aaything that Beck has wrliteon? i
GiS: Beek has written a largs number of mezoranda vwhich

resevius passed on uD Brauchitaselh and Halder i nlorine thenm

e

not to Tollow Hitler's lead ia preparing for the wer.

Gil. Da.: Did you keep copios of thease memorands?

> Tho coples are all mors or les&s at the sams nlace execept
That 1t is possible that Beck on als own has hidden some some=-
where, but he thinks (Gesevius) if ho cannot find the documents
thay caﬂ.prabaBAH finq witnosses.

GET. D.:  VWho would they be?

GE5: Teke soa of Geerdder. There is a lody dn Berlin who nl:
an importent part - utruai the wife of a man who was in his
inner circls, and the wife fore or less kept 21l the documsnois.

yed

"liﬂ

nsurance businagd but they took him info
gorvice organization. Svurusnk was killsd
t: Vvord vhetrhis wiil'e has beon killed.
vl Streunk.. The chauffeur, rathzr than
chraver, might know what hﬁpp,;;

&
wo lave no de

Ber npamo 1s ?113 et
the widow of Col.
GEN. D.: Do wa know his néms?

Lzd: Ko. I we could Tind these papors we wonld find everytiine,

Las Canavis any relatives lelt?

GES: Canavls wrote a diery bvesides Ku;uiﬂ* theae docunentsa, Un to
L3942 the diar Iy was inihig safe wnl alfter +ihazt tha Eituitiﬁﬂ bocpma
So danserous that the Gestano micht cors Lvﬂrj day they took awey
from him his diary motes (hiz friends) and hid thém with oo oshen
documents. I Pead thoge diary notcs up to the middls of 19kz, Hs
w:m?& vn all kis talks with Hitler and Keitel ana vizile 13 was

o

ordl uri+J ﬂﬁthemaly ceutious, 1n these diary notes hs wrots down

el o Ty 8 Cah you thi nle any way of getting these notes?
Gug:  Ihezg ware tuo copics, cre set of coples they destr yed in
L9435 when the Tirst investigation of the a5 ag:'“;t thls zsection
0 the German Lrmy stvarted, and the ot:;r copy 1s with the dapers
T2t O03s%er had cnd wers uﬂken to the Hidz-out. Jou sUts, Thaw
£zl2ebed a man Lo hold theze PEpers “”D W“S not informad as to
LASAr contonts vh w LPc; GO s _dnruﬁ b RNILLY 85 8 person bud

2l 35
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10, Wag o't
gL Gﬂ;.':::“_ Lk
JI;-';m.u..., H,cilrc‘.:
Lo attompt.
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s in uﬂis buLa and was not
413 man was c:csh_;&bar, Bus in spite of thei

2T was caught ond commitied sulcide in 1oLl elter
He had thege documaibs and thien comaithed o

]

A If we got Elizabeth Streuak then we will fins the chauffeur




They considered it wery decent of nim to commit suleile a9
they wuld nove tortured nim and involved others. 1 have a
tremonious personcl interest Lhat theze fhonments be fourd
becauss thﬂv contain meny porsonal references and mould col-
laboragbe in gny search n'ﬂ 1f mzens were put at iy dispdzal

1 viondd go oub apd try o find thez, Voo lostoncs, Du“
micht be a clua. They were very oceubious and hz wa n_cuanly
nob infomod bab she mizht mive soms indicaticon. It iz ot
J‘tﬂcetnf“ ¢ﬂprauab+e Hhet Oster lnows uDJGUAALQ beocause

Mot Ll s

Coter, in the last six monils prior %o s srrost, had o
icave Berlin and live iIn the countzy. The Gostapo iHicked him
out of Berlin and it may be that he told his wifo certoin
hiiings: The ﬂLty adh“"es is 5 Vavrsecine Strasss. In order to
not use too much time I wlll =21% down afterwards and alﬁ*ama
all thase docunents ani $C¢a%¢£nu that I can go to Bexlin and

vwiill thoro moke a spoolal ssarch and go Cronm addrossito address

to see vwiom I can find. Osto was the gu"wllo ol Schrabor and
handed the rapers to Schraber. ©Qato was in the sane organi za-

tion as Canavis as depuby chiel and ﬂid more colléeebing then

Canavis. Oster was head of this whole Lnside group of plovisrs.

fat stood by and that you think would still ts ready to help
such an enltorprlise as we are engaged 1a7?

G25: Of this innerwost circle the only sirvivors he knows of
are the two here = Schlabiendorif and dimzgelf.

Has neows Today of Gar]'Ludn;., anGustorberg of lieustadt

b

After ths plot failed, did you svill hawe a largs circie

an der Saale, indicating that he is =2ilve bud not positive, and

bedieve il we o 50 8 search iy 8 ionuugla Oy}E;u night be
giscovered, The zon of Goerdderwdildisch, is ercund. Do yvou
want to have thse nemes of the peop;a who tried to overtirow
ditler, whicn is & very large eircele, or the circle of people
vino c¢ollacted these documents.

5] Lo, thogewio were not in the plov but syupa-
h it, end taose wio had to do with the docunentis.
ee s

o were several plots, bul the vitel one
wag-d0 1943, in 4t from the bepinning Trom 1923.  Tha
iz tae critical wimes /The two inportant pazbs were 1933-1936
&id' then from dunich from 1939, bescause Ly that tins all ike
generals had bﬂcn warned and lknew what they vere getting into.

: Tt us get an irdication of how we could establish
that tho genfwals of the Verbsende (7] &nd the Id?
i & LN i _— £ a i
to geli Lo work togedher, llow capn we establish tas
viant b0 rsaciiwtlieo Goneral Stafl.

:'M
k-
p

diffsone doas not Justv want to mhke a penoral ate

atemant) o
Lorbe somewhav cautious in the prosgceutlon. In tle Tformul

Starting with 1933, the Gensrals were rabiler sathusizsi

laps . you could write it out. There puzht to be theose

rty asree
Boacause

neeionildsceialian 1:lm,_¢lr, nch.aha for the refizon ftoct poedin
erwbbg. raccived Jobs end bad sonethinz o do. In:polltieal
dedency I kept in that first phase and as two eXznplo ite they
gllertly Tolerated the Tipght pzoinot the Churen in Codmeny of
.-LlLG.".‘uh‘"‘f knew ond sécondly, on Jum _-Ju-_-_';-; when two' of

follow officers wore murdex ‘od, thoy did not U“a“nst at all.
uovever, during that first phase, t would te wrong to sav:
laborated, Cuite to the

o

that ‘Lﬂu ITazis '‘and the QGenerala Gl:;ul

Li 4 i

-

= e —
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conbrary, he Gonarels Palt themeelves 4 OO0 deal beltelr
than the "Nazis and kaopb aey +o some eztant from the Iozla.
They | aFill wad the ides of walneg the Nezin to geb tne At

rovived dhmr+LH&ﬂDEﬁ, etc. The Tirst pheso was irnm shoud
16331 %0 1030 doughly, bhe séo nd phese wad rrom 1926 to
1938, puring thesse two Yebls whe lezding Gﬂhj; 1 DeEan
ta ret grapiclous and corbain eivil caranba of the gdmiris
tration began to warn the CGanorals oL what yas coning 1%

4 L G s e S
Schacht, Friach, Dburatﬂ,

imporiant po: sitions,

Tu1s
Wi, A

the time during which ren Like

42 2 1ai sy i
Yopitz, vWeisezmscker, Loa who all beld

warned these Gonerals sand boid them whal ¥as coming. uring
tind perciod, the Generals were wildely sus plolous, 1o some
exbent hod ke BXOUsSS and Tight as the reads of the Arcy
Snhatlenborg and Icck wers lecent neople and ieprge pasus Of
na Germon popurndion hopod Lo find in them tho Gonearal
would show up who woulda remove Hitlewr becauss Frisca was
aongidered a strong personality and the Gagitapo VEd nos as
el B85 pouerful as luu,r4 Fitler was 1o these yotla fightins
rmr Ris position and the covntre practically G Y@ pod lot.

h:W*“Lﬂ =t that tios

r;-dm_huu; +he so-callsa
and these for romabions &t
LTiie "Gﬂcgﬂu -stion camaps bub not vetb
Sort of the preloos of what was to

tm =
J_'.._u" b W

il
o
!
(|

I Lo orsave o
Dobenikont Vorbaonds {death’s
+hat btimo ha a wszpn oreated O contzol
for Bl
o caveioped.

N3
'I: e ot

do not =ct
go shrong

and Schact said o Frisch, "IL you
. are golng oa

Goerdder

b

=]
ot

nov or #o0n, Himmler cnd hls Lo
that tohey will fignt to takd ovel tie miﬁ¢u5“y of war." Tho
somg warpings were uttered oY Cenzvias, who ab thot time felb

Lateit ==

1ished?

How could 2T ~gof of taese thinzs be aatab
A or

any ﬂ”ﬂ"‘uAba, gry aglecments, any memoranda,
testified To Dy &by 1ivinz man nowy

sphecht, Hausbacht. (Mentioned in the Gonsral's-momo.
L
i

Hrif: How go vou think you can obbain prool?
SOHLAD. Balievo 2 GE*T”“ officer at the outset will bo
Gheerved if an tparicon ofT1CET uﬁﬁID&””“S him and as“” him
o -provice information on thasﬁ rotbera. Tho officer will
shink-that ho might ho oci itoing speacon to his countly.
Tho FLL1L,153 15 optirely aliserent i the ofTiger is beind
auogtioned LY.& Cermen. 1% is popsible, eveln pro’a bie, -thot
s Germon intarrogatlng the ofllecT wonld know toe m&n hs 1s
: hegrpogabling Froh fopper Aa08S. 8 wonld nob bs & Mz
na g basidwel aontidence woul eziﬂt fpom former 4o botwesn
»he' iptersozator and the man belng iHE“““D”“tCé. On the tasis
of ‘thie ocimoswvasTe of corfidsnce, 1t would pe easler fof tirls
Gezpan S0 get toe Gcrman.uvle:al,.;nr ingvance, bo balk e
o tparlionn. Tae aane ia true as to German clvil sarva s
ot hiph posltions.

{ Yhat vie jusb rpreinsd a3 ko the proglon in oy
o iag in Lcacrjﬂucu with the facts, I Jyoelf wos prosent
ot a HWJ;L?" of Hixmler ahd Nershs l -, Boch where Eitlaxr ex-
nipdined the Hazl prmgraﬂ,ulauau in just the words just used.

wionld ha willﬁnw “o do 50.

uafb_ v a5 to that Lnd

I c&ulﬁ

npliticzl DPUITOSES.
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w1l a3 I.ll.J. ..."-...L _n\_-' T

ts o pldu called &

13 ‘QE:_'. Gesbund papers ob:
can ba Tound Dduud ho had the hablt of el
atatements and v_u“& o aligh officiels of the

GIili.- Dut Wa hava Kaltenbrugner. Ie is r&rht here.

ALY He 1s Lendon I h:ﬂ"d yesterdoy. o was moved.out en
June 26th. Can find out Trom records in Parisz.

Kaltenbrunner, 563t and Schellenboers ware the rost
friends of Himmler and they were ra:alcul:s*: intsr-
vie plan that the Gestapo should graduelly cxpand 211
world. It was thoir speeisl Field. Tagra'would be

58 which thess Tell OWs 1T whey wers invorrapseted by
“*4¢1cﬂﬂ interrogators would simply deny. Ly plan iz not to
interregate them av =81l but would Just want 6o talk with them
and in conversation with them 20 over the historlical de velopment.

‘-L’

(Interyrupted by tolephozne. )

* Pirst, Eitlor and his ag@ecistos had violated ths
TC preserve pssce in Germahy, Zurone and the wviorld;
vhes this oxdsy Lo sho cin and DBritish rarsg-
s issusd by Hid egn G T rdlv.ethet
s fal Lhdt vna @ Rusgian Arsy thet

nks I ers Lo be shol if and
red; oufaa, ufﬁu Hitler gave orders To shoob a1l
We's to ths sxiont that thay ware membars of ths
Gorraunlst Party; that Hitler gawve the ordexr that when bombing

S, =

Zozland impox ant cultural cenfers should be chosen as tarzats.

Goi. D.: ZSow do you kiow Lianit?
uietd: L know 1% from Treckow, Do was Lhe second General °
Steif orficer in vhe Army Croup. Ureskow is cousin of my wife.

de weEs enzaged in 4 soriderl lizison work botusen the ANy and

whs CGestapo “ﬂa in this gaaitiﬂn he was informed with rﬂﬂﬂrd
to thls order sugust or September, 194L0.

o S *
RELT 2. tdovi dog you Enow aboul shootvinz Russisn prisonsrs of

wir insofar as they wore Communlsts?

Bogause Gen. v. Sooh aslksd me to draft o memorsndun
kack to Hitler in opposition to ti;s order.

3 Do you know that the order was issusd alfbter Genersl
v. wooh¥s opposition?

S0TTABe S Ib Was i1gsued bofore and I replied to 1t.

;. Was any Teply received to it by Hitlsr?
It was sont. whethor Hitler repelved ift, 1 éo rod
L ©elisve he recoived ii, Hitler inteondsd at tos
L tha way againsh iussia to l“”LG an ordepr Lhot hll
* w-l?l‘--?-& i"-n’ an of'ficers were tO be shob. gninst thils pro-
;w ad order. And was gsuccessful in his or ppo ition. The D‘E;r

a3 not lssucd, In June 19L1. Oztor was dismissed in Dacembar, 1941.
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o U T g T e - “
What wos the position of this offlcer waon he got

Ho was Osdnanes Officor for spoeclal purnposes attached
: 1-a of Army Croup Mitto. Section l -a is concerned
with apc ’bADﬂal ond tacticul motisrs,

Gy, D Whalt was bhe renk?

s Mpyat Lisutonant. auring thal tizs yrove Lna wal
T of tho Army Group Mitte, Under the orders of Fisla
larshal Kruz and Beck wag in charge of lepgel mabtbers of the
Army. Tresiow 1s cousi mny wite, o boaaﬂa in Jenusnry,
T officer of the Army Group litte,
ion in Zhe Army Group Litte.

of
18i1l, the Lfirst uv.cr;l Seafl
Tresitow got him tals posit
Giiti. D.: What did you do before that?

LB In charse of a company. Flrst in the Freneh campaizn
then was wounded,

GU. D.: Give flve things es to waich you can teatily.

;i Think I could testirfy to more thinzs 1T delinito
quzseichs wera put.

hoer o

ddciase

)
) 1 || -~
.,':-].,,.,-, E T
2 o
S

oL’ ws;l like ©o know obouh V= how Bhe S,5%, topk
12 Krows the story Irom 4 To 4.

o
L
e

a lanwaerable thingsand colliectod thoem
d could probably be a witnooa on w proat

ien do you believe the Parsty or Hitler tock over

Eﬁrly aftsr Frigoh'@.refioval. Gosz back to those
¢ 1sET

nazga expleinsd end would lilke to aoqa*tue w0 axplain tha:

3. o0ly up to 1938 I feolg GE ) SRR T
a3 -00ly up to 26 he fezlg thesge Gensruls would all olainm
tocy lad boen tolrayed by Higler ang Hiblzl lied to thenm an
i

‘. roforn tqa period for which theae C““fTiLﬂ covld ba progo=-
eutod ecould bo atarted Folhor lote, In the firat phoro thoyw
Ly A 1 'ﬁ'tn--';- vl I v Pt Tl e 4k - i o . 1 . J
e e R L ! i} AT -L.n...' 1.'.-1[ W LG GO '1-'_L‘| \lcj’ l]l'.li:-1.'1'::|'3r}. Tl'l”
Cenorels and the Hazis cor gLDJ-qTF not ba proved, “u, s}

thiinks ¢an be preved is #halt those gonerais ot ano point Koew
50 much of Hitler's plans theth 5t was their duty according tn
this clause in the Gexman milisary law that they should hav
crposced iAla,

SR T

A AR Lnowine v 12l
=0

i hig plans were and instoand of
Qpposing and ach acqui D& bl

ing they would have Joined.

The German Eilitary C 8 elan

Gl FRITEELE . o litars v Code contalns = elause acan
1o ihlﬂ crime Lo carry out and aect if the pferson
y T ot is crinminal.

aite; and Erauchitseh can only be gotien
apt that they know g1l thess thinzs becauses

iways say they were against them and did

viieh Generals could be

T T T T T e e i i s g

i

s i
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WS 41 SeY BOSATLIONS; S0zl oan
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s Chdel of the Army or Hevy, the Commender-in-Chisf of the
i i R Fpal] P R Fe ot e w3 Le T A -
S LOoRcen. Lhe Irst grotp ozly acted on order. Thlg sroud
Can.-only ba proscoute

& bed on tias basis of that paragraph of the
Qar;;: militery penal law. Tho setond group, the situstion
is different. ﬁcaardlﬂg to the Garman lei* Ty Llaw and, 76
tha guide beok, manual, of the General Starf. The pecple 1
fhmd posgitlon, according to this law, &re co-responsible

er these laws Tor orders lssued from the top of tﬁe hicgheszt

Qi
QC'ﬁﬂrﬂ.

i

SCHTAB.; The declding orders came Irom Eitler rﬁr*514¢;v bt
by thoe raelt tvhat these men whom he mentioned in thoso sitions
airned thoze orders wha faoes of fthe sigrinu, LLL; bucﬁmc

eyt kT
Lresponsible Tor the contents of the order d@lthoush tihey did
sol oresve the order. T1 coma froq above.s While Thse Goneral

o

reccives the orders on the front lime he is just eXeeusins thems-

I you get ordars Lo shoot hostiges, anybody alons
would be responsible undor the Ge:;ﬂ‘ law. Bub the
on the discussiona with Hitler were in 2 different

Ar frionds Telh Biad 1§ mof sufficlient So make Halde
responsil la TQ? Ttha o2 G e
Tar as 'the outbreak of the war{is concerned I think Keital,

i Srauchitseh can b2 he T ibls BLsczuse the
iowar rack belleved tThat thsrse would bs no viar.
aznt it was only e dipicmatic bluff. Iatey on, in the
fer developmant' of the well, Beax and obthnsrs reld u_:: &ls80

,_

[ 3
waca Halland. S0

crier Ienking Gensrala wargeguilty bocause knowlngly theyr mads
i:;-ﬂ+du¢GlJ for ooveack om o nountral uﬂthLins 1llixe 5H1=anu 21
Lza.ﬂrlhd wiia hbtio:yln the west, AG’lb_u, Fzlgium and France,
that involved Iz

cvivpei’mm v, Doch in the nortn, Rundstedt in
the middle, and Leeb. »
.:'1

|
a’
Lo =

ording to the Gs

sein guite a difi
beceussa qnder German militery 1
ig :aapon ibletpersonally for &i
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HLaBS Acﬂariing to German iaw, dlsregarding any othar lsw,

i

cam@wepplies to Brauchitsch ss Chief of the Army, Halder,

Ciiel of the Staff of the Ammy, and the same eorresponding ranks

in $he Havy and Air Torcos.

sltad them what German Officars could be includad

n military law, tho Cals® of the
erent position ms the Army lesade
W tha Chiaf of ithe Genersl S+affl
2 contentas of any orders issued,

SG you toinlk that keltel could be incitded as a defen-

i mishv e, used, f2itel is responsible =& GChlef of the 0.K.3/,

l““ Lo Ju bll? *h: at* ack GH HDllEﬂd and Balaodium,
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