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Ublig s 25-697R  TIiittensadn ]
@ Holzhausen 75 Post Batzenhofen | Wiancren
bei Augsburg ?43 /51’
Gedichtnisniederschrift zur Unterdedung mit Herrn &. Heusinger
am 25 _1_3 in Miinchen, : PRS-t |
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"giert (Medizin, Faturwissenschaften). Als) Mensch weich, riiha-

-+
e G i e e e e e . e e |

Die Auswirkung der Fritsch-Kriese ("Wachwechsel") sind gekenn-
zeichnet durch ein Absdgen der bisherigsn operativen Fihrung
des Heerss (BReck, Hansen, v.ﬂansteluﬁn An ihre Etelle tritd
mit Halder, Gr@?fenbﬂrg, Keitel auf?i Paulus die"ausbildungs-
generation"

Halder: sshr klug, sehr fleiszig, grindlich und tiichtig ohne
genislen Zug, etwas schulmeisterlich (sueh Hitler gegeniiber),
konnte sehr zih sein. Ausserlich "Pauker™, Vielseitig interes-

render Familienvater. Von geradezu pedantischer Ordnung und
Hirckrstischen Formen, H. malte zeine Unterschrift mit pgerade-
z12 Titueller Feierlichizeit. Dogu gebrsuchte er den Zwicxer,
wihrend er sonst Brille trug. Wihrend der Vorbereitung seiner
Unteraschrift #berdachte er dersn Berechtigung. Auch fiir Be-
griissungen hatte ér zeremonielle Formen, bel denen das Auf-
setzen des Zwickers eine &rt HGhepunkt hedewkske bildete. H.
hatte asusgesprochen Hergz filp die Trupoe. Konnte sehr nachbtrig-
lich gein (Manstein, Guderian ..,),erwiess gich ziher als v,
Brauchitseh. Sein Tagebuch entstand nachts sn Hand der bel
jeder PBesprechung, Jjedem Voritrsg, jedem Ferngesaprich gemschten
Hotizen,

Halders eigentliches Lebensziel: Arzt,

vfﬂrauchitseh: pagsionierter guter Truppeniiihrer, aber kein

Teldherr; Gegner der Schreibtischerbelit,in dieser iiberhihten
FPogition schaderiz und oft unsicher bei der unerhdrten Belae
stung dufch Hitlers Gindringen in die militirische Fubrung
und den Druck kritischer titichtiger Unterfithrer, fiihlte sich
durch Halder oft gehemmt, zumal er die Besprechungen an siech
viel lockerer fiihren wollbte. Begeisterter Kavallerist und Iir
Motorisierung sehr sufgezchlossen (wilder Kraftfahrer). Fiir
seine Aufgabe fiberfordert und operativ nur normal begabt,.(lss-
helb zusammen mit Halder wvoll Animositidt gemgen v.lanstein.)
Ohne v.Gyildenfeldts und Herrn Heusingers TinTluss hivte
der Fm. sein endifiltiges Ricktrittsgesuch vislleicht nicht
eingareicht, obwohl er seit Sommer 1941 in der LEEE.E}?BJ
Punchingballs zwlschen Hitler und Ilalder war, voT danen er aich
JUGhEtaDl cn fﬂrchtate.'mle Jntlremaunr zwischen v.Br. und
"

Helder begann in jener Zelt, als dieser erkannte, dass der [m.
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aondern verhielt sich mehr slternativ, wihrend v.Gyldenfeldd

geina Durchschlasgekrsft werloren hstte.

Sudetenkriese: Hitler steilte die Bedingung, dass die Pamzer

am ersten Teg Prag erreichen sollten. Herrn Heusinger fielvin
jenen kritischen Tagen esuf, dass v.Brauchitsch trotz der offen-
kundig kritischen Lage seine Rommandostelle verliess und ver-
reiste, um sich zZum zweiten Male zZu verheiraten,

lienstein: Seline Persdnlichkelt ist von zentreler Bedeutung,
genn er wurde zusrat wvon der CHH.-Fihrung, dann von Hitler be-
wugst in den Schatten gestellt wegen seiner eigemwilligen Ge-
nieglitdat. Man fiirchtete in i1hm den {iberlegensn Geist. Auffillig
ist, dass er instimktiv von Brauchitsch und Halder mif den
zleichen Griinden aﬁbgelént wurds, wie spiter won Hitler.

Im Gegenasatz zu Halder und dem bisnenfleissizgen Jodl von

 verbliiffend sicherer Raschheit und geradezu elegsanter Origi-

nalitit. :

Fenstein-Plan: Mit dem Schlieffen-Flasn 2. #ullapge woren weder
OkH. noch Hitler noch Bundstedt zufriédens lansieins Ll.Denk-
schrift Anfang Dezember beim OEH. Lhnliche Gedsnken wurden
boroits in der Operationssbiteilung mgeoriift. Mitte Februsr
1940 kam Halder von Besprechung in Reichskanzler zuriick und
seigte Herrn Heusinger eine Karte mit von Hitler eingetrsgensn
Stosckellen im Sinne von Msnstein: "Jetzt bekommt die Dache
andlich ein richbtiges Gesicht!" fJihrend v.lanstein zls Kd,.Ge- ,
nersl eines Heservekorps in die TWiste meschickt wurde, hielt
Halder verbissen gegzen den wankednden v,Brauchitsch, gszen Sock
und dis Dedenken zelbst der “anzerfihrer wihrend Marz und April |
an dem Plan fest und fiihrte dihn schliesslich zum Friolg. |
Bei der Durchfiihrmng warf Halder v.Rundstedt vor, nicht
atraff genug zu Fihren (Guderisn wollte in slid¥estl.Richtung
auf Parls stossen, KEleist stoppbte ihn.) Brauchitsch flog des- |
hald zu Bundsiedh. !

Teatleldzug-Fihrungghrirze: Hitler begriff nicht das Welsunga-
oringin, dds dem/#mialirenden im Rehmen der Weisung die Durch-
Piihrunzelfreihsit Uherlisgst, Hitler hat aschon damals die Rrkennt-
nis gewcnnen, dass viBrauchitsch und Halder keine iiberragendsn
Geister waren und deshalb von den erfshrnen (B.s ilberspielt
werden Konnten,

Novemberkrisze 1959: Hitlers militirisches Inberasze wurde
erst abp UKE./HoV.29 wach, Von da ab beschilftigbe er sich mit
Operationsplinen. Damsld erhielt beim Zusomnmenstoss wit w.3r.
am 5,11, .sein Vertrauensverhiltnis zu diesem den unheilbaren
Rruch. Bisher hatte er zu diesem Vertrauven teils asus eigener
Intereagelosizizeit, teils wegen der bisherigen drfolze, die
wv.Br. bai,der sufristung und im Folenfsldzus zu verszeichnen
hetse. lHach den Zusammenstoss verkehrte das OXH, it Hitler
und QET, bis Jen.to nur schriftlich.

Folle Siewerts und v,Gyldenfeldts: Sie. bemihte sich nichi,
swischen Hitler und v.pBEr. bzw.dem Schwenz Hitler szu wvermitbteln,

mehr noch Eontalktméglichkeiten suchte.

gptitere Beheandluneg v,lansteins: Dauernd wom OKA. Zegdnzels u.
misstrauischn beocachtet.dolte sich dureh improvisierten Ver—
Folgungsmarsch westl.Peris in kiirzester Zeit das Ritterkreux
und kem gegen allef Erw: rtung noch zum Zuge. Als Fiihrer des
Schwerpunkt-Fz.Korps der HGru.liord 1941 im Gegensstz zum Horps
Reinhardt vollig unzureichend ausgestattet, Der leister der He- |
wegungsschlacht und des Panzereinsstzes wurde vor Sewastopol
(ebenso vor Leningrad) als Armeefilhrer przkbtisch mit elner IMio-
nieraufgabe betraut. Das Troblem s
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jekt, ihn als 0B.Ost einzusetzen (vonHerrn Heusinger vertre-
ten) nach v.Brauchitschs Abgang, scheiterte an Hitlers Wider-
stand.

11. Alternative Seslowe -~ ISarbarogsa: Hitler argumentierte fiir |
Barbarossa mit rfolgendem Argument: Sin Zweilfrontemkries droht,
weil England nicht zu Tassen ist {(bezw.U34.). Umn ‘dhm zu begep~
nen, muss der greifbsre Gegrer priventiv geschlagen werden
(Russland}.

12. Barbarcssa--lapnung: Hitler und mit ilhm v.Breuchitsch-Halder
hofften, aufgrund der vorliegenden Felundlegemeldungen auf vol-
len Erfolg der Grenzschlachten, iiber die hinsus nach dem Molt-
keaschen I'rinzip keine weiteren festumrissenen COperationspline
pestanden. Man glaubte, slles Weltere lediglich den Panzer-
stichen ins Innere {iberlassen zu kiénnen (Hitler rechnete fest
mit politischem Zusammenbruch des Bolschewismus).

Uey 29.1.52 (Z;f. e
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Befragungsprotokoll zur Untereedung mit Herrn Cen.a.D. AdeolT
e ST

Heusingsr in Miinchen am 20.2.52

prebe T e R S

1. Herr Heusinger wsr von 1937 bis Z20.7.% in der Opergtiensab-
teilung des Gen.3t.dH. ununterbrochen tdtig, @b Herbst 190
als deren Chefl.

2. Charskteristische Unisrschiede in der Planung filp 'Tegtfeldzug
1940 und Ostfeldsug 1941: ' ; \ Gk :

Tastfeldzusr: Fhaose I erstrsbte dbschneiden mdglichst sbtar-
ker belgz.,nordfrz., Streithkrifte und des engl.ixpediticaskorps
mithilfe des Durchbruchs unter gleichzelitizem Aufbau einer LAb-
wehrflanke gegen 37, unter dem Gesichtswinkel spiteren cffen-
siven Vorgehens in Thase 11, deren Entwicklung abhingiz dovon,
welche gegnerischen Krifte tatsichlich abgesehnitten und erle-,
dizt wurden in Shage I, Ihr iiberraschend giinstiger Verleuf filhr-
te zu neuen Usbsrlegunzen, bei denen Heslder unbedingt Tir lkiihnes
Vorgzhen war, wihrend Hitler dem edgenen Brfolg nicht recht trau-
te. Hitler griff in die Operationsleitung (abgesehen wvon [in-
kirehen in Phase I) nicht direkt ein, hemmbte sie aber durch sel-
ne 3Jorge vor dem Hervorbrachen imsginidrer fld.:itreitkrifte aus
Paris. Prinzipiell bestand Hinverstindnis fiber die Ziele der
Phagen I - TIIT, die susser Zerschlsgung der lebendigen Streis-
krifte des Gegners Begetzung deg holliind.-belg.-franzis.Roumes
arsbreobte.

Ostfeldguz: FPhase I sollte jfin Grencschlachten die russ.
Jehlagkraft brechen und die Linle Dhgppr - Peipussee erreichen,
Phase 1I# wwurde von Anfang am nicht prizisiert, do die Weite
dez rusa.BPoumes und die Sehwerpunktsstreuung (Leningrad, Moskau,
wrrain, Industriegeblet) zeséhlossenes fronteles Vorgahen aus-
gchloss. Cepgenidber der Frage, was in FPhese II eigentlich gewollt
gerdan kinne, wurden die JAugen geschlossen, zZumsl Hitler vom
Yusammenbruch des russ.legres einen raschen Zusammenbruch des
bolschewistischen Stsatsgebiudes erwartete, Mir FPhase IT waren
nur Panzerstiche wergezenen, um das Fallande zu stossen und
wichtige Schwerpunkte zu besetzen., In der higw-srise brach das
bisher uneridrterhé Froblem mit ungsshnifer Schwere guf; denn
trote schwerster Vérluste war des russ.Heser in den Grenegchlach-
ten noch niehk entscheidend zeschlazen.,

L P
sadl: Elwg, gMindlich, von Fleiss, aber chne genialen funcen .
Seine pergbnliche Leuterikeit wurde -getriibt durch Hitlers unbe-
gweifelbaren Druck suf ihn, ohne jedoch szeine perstnliche Le-
bensfiihrang in necativer Hinsicht zu tindsrn.

Im Polen- und Westfeldzug hielt sich Jodl zuriick. Der JGKT.-
feldens in lorwegen war seline grosse Stunde,; die auch seine Fo-
gition.bei Hitler begrindete. In Ostfeldszuz hielt aien Jodl
glbark zuricik. .

tihrend der Klew-Srise suchbte Herr Heus. Jodl auf, um ihn
unc wgeinen Hinfluss auf Hitler fiir lloskau zu gewinnen. Jodl er-
kl#rte, er seil liberzeuzt von der fichtigkeit dsr OKH.-Flanung.
Der Brfolg seiner Intervention bei Hitler war gleiech fMall, -

In der TMinterkatastrophe stellte sich Jodl genz hinter Hitler
#ind dessen Haelbtebeffehl., Die Koukasussffire fithrte zu einer
bleibenden Verstimmung und stirkeren Selbstindigksit Jodls ge-—
weniiber Hitler.

Hitler b=achtete Jodls Urteil, ging ungern dariber hinweg,
beugte sich aber ihm nicht,

In operativen Tragan machte es sich Jodl ziemlieh bsijuem.
Auch im eigenen Ressort der OXW.-KEriegsschauplitze beschrinkte

d er sich mehr suf technische Fragen. :
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Die rasende Enbtwicklung vor #riegssusbruch erlaubte auch wv.
Brauchitsch und Halder keinen wvollen Usberblick, zumal Hi%lers
Politik auf Zeitgewinn abzielte und im Besitz des ibkommens

mit Sowjetrussland in einem Blitzkrieg gegen FPolen die West-
michte vor ein neues Tait accompli stellen wollte, dag ihr Sin-
zreifen wegen des zwangeliufigen Zuspitkommens illusorisch
machte. Noch am 1l8.Auzust konnten die Vurkersituwsgem Aufmarsch-
vorbereitungen auf die Herbstmandver sbgedreht werdsn. Dann arst
fislen die Wirfel.

. Hitlers erster Hingriff in Testoperationsn:

Per von ihm zegebene Hefehl, die Pz.-Verbinde auf der Linie Le-
Categn - leon anzuhalten wurde durch das Telephonzesprich zwi-
schen Herrn Heusinger u.v.Tresckow abgebogen fﬁefehl ing Tider-
streit*3. 89 £). Das OXH. sah von Anfang an seine Hauptsorgs

darin, der HGru.d dle Sorge fiir ihre Slidflanke abzunehmen und

diese durch iiberlegte Nachstaffelung fiir ihre offensive Aufgabe
in der Phase II wvorzubsrsiten. Hitler degegen zeigte Angst vor

" der eigenen Couracze und wagte kein weiteres Risiks da, wo es

.E %:Ilia"r'.: c.-rC’.;-i-"_H.__. ,I
| T
F|ﬁ§\-|§|" ..':'?I\.I-'[;_.I.._t .
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welt weniger bestand als beim Durchbruch durch die lsas-Iinie.

. Westfeldzugplanung: (Manstein"-Flan, Guderiang Verhalten)

Bis " Tebrua} 1949 schwankten v.Brauchitsch und Haldber zwischen
zwel loglichkeiten der Hriffnung: entweder Zuriickhalten der
Pz.Verbande bis zum Ausgsng des taktischen Treffen und dann
durch ihr Himgwswerfem Hineinwarfen Schwerpunktbildung entweder
bei HGr.4 oder 3 je nach glinstigerem tsklischem Irfolg oder wvon
vornherein starres Schwerpunktbildung fir Gberrsschenden Durch-
bruch (lManstein--lan!). Haelders Zigern vor der Entscheidung

war auch weitgehend daraul zuriickzufiihren, da:s er abwarten woll
te, wie weit ihm die Frsnzosen den Gefallen taten, in Belzien
sepen den deutschen r. Umfassungsfligel sufzumarschieren., Die
Vorlage des Mansteinschen Uperationg-Entwurfes bel Hitler durch
Sehmundt brachte Mitte Februar die Sntscheidung.

Jihrend der Gedankenbildung noch opponierte Guderion
scharf zegen Verlezung des Schwerpunictes zu HGr.4, da er die
Ardennen als denkbar ungeeignet [Hir Pz.-Tewegungen ablelnte.
4ls er aber eriuhr, dass Hitler sich dafiir entschieden habe,
wechselte Guderian den Standpunkt und verlangie nun Liir diw
den Ardennenstoss slle wverfiigbaren Pz.Erifte nach seinem Grund-
satz: "Klotzen, nicht klekkeranl!". Guderisn konnte nun nicht
zenug [rifte bekommen. Guderians Verhslten war immer stark san-
guiniach.

Kiew-EKrig

“HEEH’EEﬁa%% der Hitlesrschen Gegendenkschrift zum Voraschlag des

OKHs+,auf Mosksu zu stogsen (21,8.41),waren v.RBrauchitsch und
Halder wollig niedergeschmettert. Resigniert kapitulisrien Bei-
de, Die Denkschrift Hitlers musa von Injurisn gsatrotzs Lnben,
Mar v.Brauchitsch und Halder haben sie gesehen, da der Fm. sie
gofort wegschloss./

v,.fna.m.hit sehs FPosition bei Hitler:

Titt unter beiderseitiger personlicher Abneigung, dis der Fum.
sich zwar nie merken liess, sber er vermied nach MUglichkeit
ein Zusammentreffen. Da er nur ungern zum Fihrer ging, meist
nur gerulen, und sich am wohlsgten bei Frontbssuchen fihlte,
pasasierte im FHiu. wihrend seiner ibwe=enheit Ilanches, das er
hitte verhindern konnen, 3o wurde das COiiH. vor vollsogens Tat-
sachen gestells: Da dsr Mm. eigentlich wihrend des gaazen Ust-
faldzuges krank war bis zur HEntlessung, wurde seine Fosition
fortlaufend schwicher, denn die schwere Aufpgabe erforderte Kern—|
gesunde Robusthelt, wihrend der Charakfter seiner Krankhdit zu-~
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14.

e B o
gammen mit den dienstlichen Belastungen seine Narven.igmse
mehr gerritteten. Ssine Frontbesuche waren desheslh suveilen
gine Art Flucht.

Differenzen des Gen.o5t.Chefs mit HGr.Jord:

Hech Nrreichung der Linie Peipussee ~ Pleskan - Ilmensze war
Halder mit der Operabtionsfiihrung nicht mehr elmwer tanidszn,
well die Eridfte der Heereggruppe Nord in swei Richb¥iungsn Aus-
einanderfielen (leningrsd und Waldai-Hbhen),

nlugrads

‘%%h éﬁgchlies$e5des Urtell iibsr die Eroberungsmiglichleiten

mit den wverfigbaren Kriften ist nicht mbglich. Hitler fiirechbto-
te einen Versuch dazu wegen des zu erwartenden 3trassenkampfea,
der Panzer und Truppen gekostet hitte, und wegen der frnihrunzs-
schwierigkeiten fiir die 2Millionenstadt. Auszserdem erwzrtete
man, dass L. spiter kampflos kepitulieren wiirde, well man mit
dem Bahnbgu iiber Ladoga-3dee nicht reschnete und den BEinsehlies-
sungering zu vollendsn hoffte. !

v.Leebs Rhektritt: F

“peY Fo. lennteim Februar 1042 die Versntwortung fiir die un- |

haltbar gewordens Front striekiE a5 und trat deshalb nach Lus-
aprache mit Hitler konseguent zuwiick.

lMoskau-Offensive (Fhasgse I ab Mitte llov., Phase II ab 1.12.4L.): |
Wor-fder Vorn Halder abgehaltenen (Chefbesprechung in Orscha (13,
lov.41l) bereits endlose RErorterungen iiber weiteres ¥Worgehen

oder tehenbleiben, die bis zum letzten intreten (1.12.) wei- |
tercingen. Ds die irmeen nicht Ferbe bekasnnten, wurde die An-
sicht v.Bocks, auf den Halder viel gab, asusschlagzebend: das
Rigike miizze eingeganpen werden, Die Frage nech Ueberschrei-
tung der Risikogrenze ist unfruchtbar ,denn man konnte in greif-
barer Nihe des RBahnknotenpunkts und NHervenzentrums Mosksu nicht
stehen bleiben, ohne einen letzten Verauch zu machen. (Russ.
Offiziere bezeichneten Herrn Heus. gegeniiber die Hitlersche
Fehlentcscheidung zuzunsten Kiews und gegen Moskau Ende dug.loil
als das russische"Marnewunder”!) Das war umsc mehr berechtigg
als es sich bel der Schlacht um Moskau um den Kulminetions-
punkt des Ostfeldzuges (infolge des Misslingens des ganzen
Erieges! ) handelte. Hitler warf alle dhnlichen Bedenken; die

er gegen die Einnshme Ieningrsds worbrachte, hier beiseite, weil
er den grossen Erfolg suchte und auf einen Propagandasieg branne
te. HNicht wergessen werden derf der Anteil des beispiellos har-
ten Tinters am Misserfolg, aber auch der russischen Improvisa-
tionefihigkeit.

Herr Heus. erklirte v.Gyldenfeldt, der Fm. miisce gehen, weil |
gu krank - unter der selbstverstindlichen Voraussetzung, dass |
ein Nachfeolger die Stelles des CbdH. iibernehmen werde. Disku-
tiert wurden v.Rundstedt (den Hitler z%® sug ilterzgrinden ab-
lehnte) und v.ﬂeichanﬂu.ﬁgalder wiEre wahrscheinlieh dann in
jedem Telle gegangen. V.Brauchitsch kem nech der Verabschie-
dung sehr befriedipgt vor"Hitler zuriick, weil dieser ihn nett
behandelt und ihm seit Langem zum ersten Mal k#ene Voriiirfe
gemacht hatte. Binen Hachfolger diirfte er won sich sus kaum
vorgeschlagen haben, weil er froh wer mit der genzen Sachs
nichts mehr zu tun zu haben. {(In der letzten Zeit zltterte
v.Brauchitsch geradezu vor Hitler und de% Begegnungen mit ihm, )
Stell nach v.Brauchitschs Entilassung: +
%%égﬁﬁggﬁiah Eﬁ%’ﬁébeilé@ung: Tiner muss die Stellung halten,um
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22, sufstellung von kavallerieverbinden:

Sehlimmerss zu verhiiten, Da Hi. Halder in der ersten Zelt ""pous—
sierte™ (wie jeden neuen litarbeiter) und die Fusammenarbeit des-
halb iiberraschend gut war, erhoflte sich Haldsr perstnlich eins

Chance, oberster Berater sl liEeTeddk o1 werden, s0dass e
rererem—igiae 231n einheiflicher QKW . -0KH.~Gen.3teb die Itrate-
zie : ol = hegtimate . Nach zwel lisadrei Honaten

zorflossen diese Hoffnungen., Und Helder verlor seinmé Jurchschlags-
kraft bei Hitler.

15.Entlassung Hoepneps:
 OMYEYET Sékim bei der Bachricht tber sline selbstindige zeringfigi- |
sa Abgetzbewegung Hoepners zur fronthesradidung eimen Tobsuchbto-
anfall wezen Usberirsiung asines strilkten Haltebsfehls und bafahl
in der Orregung desasn Ausstossung aus dem Heer. Hine Hevision !
lehnte ear ab, auch apiter, |
|
|

L5,Halders Finstellung wur Doppeloperatign Kaukesus-stalingrad:
Yq jener ¥elt hatte Halder berelts residicrt und LGearbeitete die
Operationspline ohue Passion und Ligbew Fr wersuchte noch einmal
Lu protestieren, als die Uperation bereits zerflatierte., VTihrend |
der Bntsechlussbildung schwanizte Halder noch, cb [oskau oder der
iden das lohnendste und zweckmisscigste Cperationsziel bildeten, |
und war im Grunde froh, dass Hitler ihu die Intscheidung abnahm .|
Halder hatte achon jedsn 2 Pluass verloren und kapitulisrte. |

17 .Oaldars Sablassunz: ,

“4m Wach dem schweren persunlichen ‘ugamuenstoss mit Hitler, bel
dem Herr Heus.iuzenzeuge waps(Bnds Lugust 19432 Yerklirte Herr
Heus . Halder suf der Heimfebrtt "Jetzt ist es aua!l" (Hitler hatte !
Islder sngebrillt: "Sie hacen nicht einmal das Vermundetensbzei- i
chen und wollen nir einrddsn, was dle Front fiihlt und sushalten
muss!" - Dieses Zitat ist nieht zur Jerof fentlichung bestimmt,
sandern nur zur personlichen Unterrichtung lber daa Klims der
Unterredung! 1) 4
Die Antlassung ging in ein paer Minutenvor sich, wie sie Herr
Haus. in "Befahl .im Widerstreit™ schilderte.

18.v.30cxs Rilckiritt wihrend Moskeu~Tinterschlacht:
Wlaldete sich noch gerads rechtzelitig krank, da Hitler bereita die
ibasicht hatte, ilin seines Posftens zu entheben.

19.Halders Cntlassung - ein Wandepunkt?
Zeperniiber ‘der Glanzzeit Halders zwaifellos. Von nun an wurde
nicht mehr so grindlich gearbellet. Anstelle sachlich fundierter
Beehle kamen mehr und mehr Schlagworte und Gummi-Pefehle, Ande-
perseits rang Yeitzler mit Hitler viel mehr unéd wegentlich ro~
hhater als Halder., Aber er lkonnts Gtelingrad so wenig verhinderny
qie Hadder dszu in der Lage gewesen Wwire.

20.Eefleutune der persinl.inimosititen zw,Hitler W, V. Brauch.-Halder:
iuscerordéntlifh*belastend, zuerst zwischen Ii.und dein Fu.,dann
dem aus dem Schetten tretenden Halder, aber nicht von prinzipiel-
ler Bedeutuns, denn such der ganz anders zeprtete, dsshalb von
Hitler berufene Zeitzler konnits sehr bald such nichi mehrmit ihm.
Hitler verlangte wvon seinen liitarbeitern eharakterlich wie sach-
lien Unmogliches und kem deshalb mit ismen nicht zuracht.

21 .Entartune der Befshls_ebung und militirischen Fihrung:
Ap-loud wrurde dis bewihrte Airftracataktilk vollonds dbher den Heu-|
fen geworfen. Von da ab selzen die bombastiachen, am Tortsehwall.
sich herauschenden Pefehls ain nit propfandistisch-payeholog.,
Zielisetzung and zunehmendem Realititsverlust.

*

4b 1943, da gute Jrishrungen nit uvnzar.favellerie, THihrte Zur
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1
Aufstelliung von2 Kav.lorps.
- e R . : ik a . ;
23.v.Brauchitschs Stellungnanme zum WNordafrika-Troyigorium 1041:
DT, proiestierte tatsdehlich im zeitigen Frinjahr mecen.die
/ | ot halbe Tosung, diz mit Entsendung{ded-Treratroreion S.leil.Div. gZa-
[ vou eiion troffen wurdesund verlangte intgendung stirkersr Krifte, um rei-
fAee rnen MTiasch zu machen und ndelit von verapabteten MNazpforderungen
W harrageht 2u weardsn.

24, Griinde Tir Entschluss zu. Perberossa: : .

iy Hitler bedeutete der Ostfeldzug Rickizehr zu seinem ideoclo-

cisch-aussenpolitischen Frosramm. Der sanzuinische Entschluss

Abartdubte sber nicht die rechnerischen Falkils (beide zreifen

hei Hitler sehr oft eng ineinander wzl. s9in technisches und

: statikbibches Interessel)

/militar. Die russische/stirke und deren Krifteverteilupg waren richtig
errechnel und beobachtet. Hichi richbiz gidgescoatsli varen
1.die Criosse des Reums, 2. die Tiderstamafihiskeit des Bolache-
wismus, 5.die russische Imppovis@bionsidhifxzei®, #4.der Umfang
der russ. Reserven (Menschen und Maberial). :
Das sntingliche militir. Usbergewicht der SU. bestend nur quanti-
tativ und war wegen der besseren Jualitit der deutschen Mihrung,
Tpuppe und Ausristung, wegen des Prestiges und Zamoferfshrenhsit
der deutschen irmsen sowie der gelungenen Ueherraschung dss Geg-
ners nicht ernst zu nehmen. :
Neben asllen snderen Usberlegungen hinsichtlich der sirateg.laze
Deut sehlands, des drohenden Zweifrontenkrisges und der Aussich-
ten, gegen die Teatmichte zu einer inbscheidunz zu kommen, splel-
Te auch die Totsache eine erheblichs Rolle, dass dis deuische
Jehlagiraft zu jener Zelt edinen HOhe punkt arraicht hatte, von
dam as bel disser inspanfigacs“aller potentiellen Krifte nur berg-
&b zehen musste in Zukunft fEﬂaerveproblemlﬁ.

U./25.2.52
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Tal2e 1900,

Sehr geshrtsr lerr von Sisglsr,

X Ich denle lhnen sehr fuer Ihre Zeillsn vom 6.11.1950,
:':N'ul'iﬁ
N o F I - — " %
R Ilch freues mich,dass mein bBuch lhnsn gafallen hats Ea aschein®
vsn! dan val mir erstrabien Eindruck Eemascht zu haben,d.h. zu #ol4
gsn ,in welch unendl ich schwisrigen Situstion sich des Cffi-
zierkorps bLsfunden hat und zu waresn vor so vorelligsr XHri-

Lik,wie wir 2ie In den latzten Jahren erleben mussten .

Ikwe 2ahr grusndldche Aufzeichrung usbesr dls Befshls-
srhealtnisse hab ieh ggélesan ,ohne freilich Ergasnzungsn ma-
chen zu Losnnen. Ioh glaubs ,sle ist sshr zat und wird der —
krisgegzeachichtlichen Porschun: wvon zrossem Vortsell seln kosi
nens Iin Gostbdngen bDoachaeftist alech Ja der Professor Parcy
sehramm,Universitast,mit dlessn Froblemen. Vielleicht wuerds

E. ar groasas Intersasss fusr Ihre Zusamwensbtellung haben. .
‘ -

#Hi1t bestem Grass obin dch

Ihr sehr ergabenar

"
4]
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Dr. Freiherr von Sieglex Miinchen 22, den 11.6.1952
Reitmorstr. 29

Herrn Generalleutnant =.D.
idolf Heusingery

Bonn
Argelenderstr. 103

Sehy verehrier Herr General!

In Bshmen meiner Thtigkeilt fiir des Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte
Miinchen arbeite ich an einer Zusammenptellung dey hfheren Fommendo-
 gtellen der Wehrmacht im Eriege und wire dankbar, wenn Sie mix die
anliegenden Fragen beantworten kinnten.

Imdem ich im vorsus filr Thre Liebenswirdigkeit bestens danke, ver-
bleibe ich, sehr geshrter Herr General, mit verbindlichsten Empfeh-
lungen

Ihr sehr ergebener

(v. Siegler)




p
‘Obergquartiermeister I1:

2

Je

4o

5.

e

Te

8.

Heusinger

Erginzung und Verbesserung nachetehender Iiste:

von Wietersheim (CGuetay) vom 1, Mai 35 bie .... 37

yon Mansgtein vom ....... 3T bils 3. Pebr, 38
‘Halder vom 4. Febr, 38 bis 31, Okt., 38

von Stillpnagel (KiH.) 1. FHov. 38 BiS «.c.0ne 40
Mieth vom .+.... 40 bis 2. Sept. Qb

Paulue vom 3. Sept. 40 bis 5, Dez. 40
Blumentritt bekannt.

Chef der Operationsabteilung:

Feige VOB ...... 31 bie 30. Sept. 33

von Boesasler wvom l. Okt, 30 bis 30. Apr. 24

von Wietersheim vom 1, Mai 34 bis 30. Apr. 35
von Hanstein vom 1. Mal 35 big ....... 37
Hengen VOm ..eese 37 bie .... Mei 3§

von Greiffenberg vem ..... Mai 38 bis ...... 40
Heusinger vom ...... 40 bie 21, Juli 44

Stimmt es, deB die Verbiinde, die 1936 ins Rheinlahd sinmay-
gohierten etwa 10 bis 12 Fataillone stark waren, von denen
nuy 3 euf das linke Bheinufer iUbertraten?

Stinmt es, daB die linksrheinischen Truppen den strickiten Be-
fehl hatten, auf dae rechte Bheinrufer xiimx zuricksugehen, falls
die Franzogen Gegenmafnahmen ergreifen und es zu Jusammenstdifen
kommen scllte?

Etimmt die Schiteung, daf damels die Wehrmacht etwa 20 bis 24 Di-
visionen inegesamt zdhlie?

Waren damsls flir den Notfall Mafnahmen vorgesehen, um "Miliz
ader Lendsturmdivisionen® (Name von mir erfunden) sms SA, 88,
NEEX oder Polizelieinheiten su bilden, kursz die Wehrmacht irgend-
wie zu verstiérken?

War General Haen%ft bis sur Riumung Wehrkrsisbefshlshaber im
Generalgouvernement?

Bitte anliegenden Durchschlag =zu verbessern.



) Inatitui . = ‘geschichie
Pl o e | . Feitithso
s o ARCIHIY
?QTffg
Dr. Freiherr von Siegler Iinchen 22, den 11.6.1852

Heiftmorstr. 29

Herrn Generslleutnant a.l.
Ldelf Hie .8 1 nN-g .1

B.og n.n
Argelanderstr. 105

gehr verehrier Herr General!

Im Rehmen meiner Tatigkeit filr das Institut fiir Zeltgeschichte
Minchen arbeite ich sn einer Zusammenstellung der hiheren Eommando-
gtellen der Wehrmacht im Eriege und wire dernkbar, wenn Sie mir die
anliegenden Fragen besniworten kinnten,

Imdem ich im voraus fiir Thre liebenpwirdigkelit bestens danke, ver-
bleibe ich, sehr geehrter Herr Generel, mit verbindlichsten Empfeh-

5
7gebener

i

lungen

(v. Siegler)
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Anlages

1. Erginzung und Verbesserung nachstehender Idiste:

Oberguartiermeister I1:

von Wietersheim (Gustav) vom 1, Mai 35 bis ...+ 37
von Manstein vom ....... 3T bis 3. Febr. 38

Halder vom 4. Febr, 38 bis 31. Ckt. 38

von Stiilpnagel (KiH.) 1. Nov. 38 bis w.4.vee 40
lieth ¥om ...... 40 bis 2, Sert. 40

Paulus vom 3. Sept. 40 bis 5, Dez. 40

Blumentritt bekannt.

2, Chef der Operstionsabteilung:

De

4.

5

8.

Feige V0N +¢s04. 31 bis 30.%Bepta, 33
von Goesler vom 1. Okit. 30 bie 30. Apr. 34
von Wietersheim vor 1. Wai 34 bis 30. Apr. 35

yor Manstein vom 1. Mail Z5PIE icviees B
Henest WO is wers BT PiE L Mai 3B
von Greiffenberg vomr ..... Mail 39 bis R & 40

Heusinger vom e 40 bis 21, Jull 44

Stimmt es, dal die Verbinde, die 1936 ins Hheinlshd einmar-
schierten etwa 10 bis 12 Bataillone stark waren, von denen
nar % suf dss linke EBheinufer Ubertraten?

Stimmt es, def die linksrheinischen Truppen den strickien Be-~
fehl hatten, auf das rechte Rheinrufer ri#Ex zurlckzugehen, falls
die Pranzosen Gegenmafnshmen ergreifen und es zu Zusammensgtifen
komren sollte?

Stirmt die Schitzung, daf damale die Wehrmacht etwa 20 bie 24 Di-

vigionen inesgesamt zghlte?

Weren damsls fiir den Wotfall Kafnahmen vorgesehen, um "lMillsz
oder Landsturmdivisionen® (MNsme von mir erfunden) sus B4, S5,
WSKE oder Polizeieinheiten zuw bilden, kurz die Wehrmacht irgend-
wie zu verstarken?

War General Haenike bis zur Riumung Wehrkreisbefehlsghaber im
Generslgouvernement?

Bitte anliegenden Durchschlag zu verbessern.

00013




S fa —1 5

£

IRTIRROGATION OF HEUSIROER

Interregation of
Adolf WRUSINGTR on 4 June 1547

by Hr, BAPP = 10145 hours
Stenogrephery B, WOLEIR

L. Will you plesse stote your full nsse for the recerd 7
Aot Adell WHRIRGIR.,

Out Ouneral HIUSTHGSR, I would like to question yuui todsy ss a witnsas
in comm=ction with the se-saslled retalistior\ meagures in the
South-"astarn ares.

There are but three points I have to diseuss with you; we Lhink
you can make certain mt.mt-mtm three polnts.

thmpﬂMnhmwﬁ'nllwﬁﬂﬂmmm
collapse in May 1945 7 A

het Botween 1 April 1941 and 20 July 1944 T was Ohief of the Operation
Pivision of the ONH. After 20 July 1944 I was reliewd of my comsand,
arregted by the Gestape =nd, sfber having been detained for two
sonths in the Gestapo-cellar flbrechtstrasse in Berlin as well as
in Puerstenberg, I was released for lack of evidence. Until the
uulpuuwﬂhﬁlmtaluxinwminIMnum
militsry sssigament whatseever,

.3 Did you balong to the Fuehrer Peserve 7
Fes Mut:-tth?mmhmrm-rhmuﬂﬂﬂﬂ
Command XI.

Cat mmmuuummmmm-rm
Operation Divieion during the inveslon of Creece and Yugoelavia ¥

Aot Yea.

Cet As far sa you ramsmber, it was the 12th Amy under Field Marshal
LIST, snd the 7nd Army under Field Marshel WEICHS, which carried
out operations at that Cime 7

Aot m.

(page 2 of original)

f.t 1 do not know vhether at thet time WITCHS was & Pleld Marshal al-
ready; perhapa he was a genersl. ;

AvtA General. |

Cot T mersly ssy this to clarify metters. low, General M USENGER, in
your sapacity of Chief of the Operstionm Division you probably
also recsived certain reports from Army Vesdousrters 12 desling
with the situstion in the South -"agtern ares 7

.t T recsived the dsily reperts of the situstion from the 12th Army.

-1- Quvié
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Cat

Tt
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Ot

Aot

Dot

La

Bat

{puge 2 of original cont'd)

Ts it correct, Gemeral HIUSIROER, if we assums, that She
Fushrer, and at thet time perhaps ERAUOHITSCH and HFITEL
too, were of the opiaion that the invasion of Yugoslavis
mmuiwm-n.nwnturmmu
gorried out without say major military conseguences ?

8ince our troops were already in Bulgaris we thought them
that, dus to Yugoslavia's encirclement frem two mides as

‘& result of this, the defest of the Yugoslav feress would

not take too long.

ind it was actually done that way, woe It wet 7
Yes, it was sctunlly done that way,

Oenersl WRUSTHOR, ss for as you know, did the OIN or ONW
or evon the Pushrer - in planning this invasion of both
Oresce and Yugoslavia worry about wmrest which perhape wight
arise aftar victery, but during sonselidation within those
ceuntries 7 T am now spesking of the plaming.

After the experiemces of Werld War I, the situstionm in the
Balkane could not be gonsidered as eimple, above ell in view
of the extremely difficul} communications wi rear, 1
personslly cannot recollect any discussi eation
of the country and siy apprehension in commection therewith.
(In planning operations).

(pege 3 of originsl)

But svery offiesr of the Ceneral =taff, for reasoms of ax-
periences gained during World Yar I es well as for reasons

of general esducstion snd imowledge, was sware of the fact

that in the Sowth-fast area there is a numbsr of warious
peoples with warious religions sad traditions, with = legendary
lave of liberty, and wilh a lspgendary courags.

Yen.

If, then, something went wroag, ss it sotuslly heppened, they
surely wers not tuul m-pa-m?:-unmﬁafm
campaim at prnm, of the pecifieation.

In view of the peculisr condition in the Ballans we had to
recitan with corresponding difficulties,

Tt would not be good planning mer 2 good group of General Staff
offigers if this had been overleoked ¥ T8 that correet ¥

That is sorrect,

00015
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Gt

hat

et

fare * . ]
¥Yay 1 ask & guestion 7
"asse do.

Mmg-m.umurumlhmnmmmh
mind 7

specking of the revolt of the national-Serbian movement
L::rmmmmmm shout dune 1941, the
revolt which, deprived of his initistive lateron, was
sontinued by TITO umtil 1945.

000186
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( pame 4 of originsl )

Epsaking absut List end the High Temvand of the Loth Army,
i especially mean the $ime of Christmes 1941, when there
wera no differences with MICHAILOWICE as yet,

1 should 1ike to mentien in this vespeot thet, as £ po I
remeuber, the Halkem ares wae takem from the Avay Nigh
Mnﬂ.lﬂuﬂrpﬂ under the crdere of the High
Comuand of the Armed Forces at the begilaming of Che Buseien
campaign, Therefore I can only express my personal spiniem
eonserning thia guention,

Ney I imterrupt for a Someat 7

Herr General, m-t-mtmiamllam&ihlm
mmmmuﬁmuih Arzy Mygh Comucnd and

of BRAUCHITION until mearly August 1942, vith the one exseption
thet HIELER then book: bho place of SEAUDHIZSON, bub the Asmy

Eigh Cotmend diregted the sporntions of she 136k army, the

Commander in Chief of the 12%h army being, in waiom,

Commander in the Soubhelast srea %00,

1 openly adwit that this matSaer is not qults elesy €0 me any
more. At that time we were too puch ccoupied ﬂ&ﬁhhu

eampalzn,.
Tour personal opinion is mach mere important anyhow,

Then I may correct my ntatezment this wayl uy pevesmed opinien
was that the resistenss in the ccouplied Balkam toewritories
at thet time was nn irregulor, speatensously devalenina
resistence that thafefore did not foll under the rulee of

Bow an other qmtlﬂl {Document 4s presented)’
¥ho wvas the group "Near Zast snd Selkwn-Office foppalin® 1

- Group "Near Tant sad Malkan-0ffise Jeppelin® | In my opinien

thet can only have desm a growp wilkdn the department "Aldiem
nm-umﬂut'

You 40 not kmow whe thet man was ,dp you 1
Ho.

ball, T do mot want %o deviate frem the subject. Mut I bolieve
hhhdimhﬂulmmummﬂt#
of List in order o mske you unde¥stand the mesning of oy
uestion. (Document o being presented),

q"lu artiole "¢ tu of apecinl Wq

{ pege 8 of original )

Yes, I have resd srtisle "¥™,

That is 1t what I meant beforss Pragctically the matter was
sctually se that the UKE, in the i, was t omly 40
the field of suppiying 111 thema tPoopm.

Mmﬂdmumum.mml o
Yos. | 001{}17
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“IRTERROOATION OF HEUSIHOAR |
w—_-ml“!“ -E' -.: o R ‘:j

( page B of originel, cont'd )

for the following questionst Was i% your opimion then

is 1% your opinion to-dsy that the fighting methods used

troops, as clesrly exprfessed here in Shie epder

#t, were morely based em the fact that the epponeal,
his lack of wniferss snd unifore command, violaged

Bague Couvention, or wee 1% your opimion them snd is 1%

opinicn to=day that, even 1f sush sots of Serverism

3;’!!‘
i

E‘}z
g

:
;
:
-4
:
|
3
3
:
i
:
i

§
2
i

oven, if the énemy fought within
Comvention. It iz not by chamce that She date of

eoineides with the Barberosce cperation, LIST had also lood

2 lot of trocps, se that the German fovves there were numerieally
inferior to ths snemy. \
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either by the Supreme Comgnder . Ay
ﬂhhﬂﬂiﬁh”a?ﬁﬁi‘%ﬂ ¢
w‘ Operstion Division, and directly

i
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A.t Duch mepsures

Gel

F e

Lab

l-l*’

et
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e
At

(page 9 of original)

loyed %0 @ marked degree er
HITLER himself .mﬁ ‘ﬁf"" Comuend over mﬁfw

-Berides thtn. BITLER » hod his official amwr-,

pendently from official Army &w, 1muh

*huhhnﬂui ﬂaunmﬂmm

degree, eopeci ut cuch esses where, in

of the SS-units, the w 818 waye aﬁ# wriillx
entirely the same TLER had

Ag &8s Peldmarschall won BWHITBGH was @ au-
prm mr. agcordingz €0 my opinion and sz for as

1 know, suech gﬂlﬂm megsurey were not used the
CEH, especial since the fuprems Comssnder of
Army was Iﬂﬂﬂl}' mm a2 tripa. ;

!hmwuulﬂhr systen, for tadtical rescons in
LUDBNDORFP'e time, that is 0 aay for tactical reasone

anly.
During LUDENDORFF's time m was the officisl channel
¢f the Censral Staff, This ¢ial channel of
Generul Staff has been amam in Hand-
- book for General Staff G See "ERoter e
Eow you knew what um from the 58, EITLER
3#4 to kesp him

1ummm-sormmmrmr:rmwt
in anm through whom HBITLER received

. his im racall thet during the tsstem

naupaimm hmh Ghief of the General Uiaff
on orders of HITEER, m-muummwm'
front in ovder 1o :nﬂu. for jnstanee ; whe the
defonce mn-w.;mmam a8 fortified wers
'arﬂa%MH “tﬂamwmmrm““&
Pm mmiyem
fn’fmmmwnrm In such a the Chied
;i"!mn hl: ::t:ﬂm::"t tisng, I ean-
ne other &
mtmmnﬂtmwﬁmuﬂutmmm
assigned ¢ this duty. -

(page 10 of originsl)

Were there any whe traveled more frequently or wlo were
sent more often than othern ?

That I ean't say.
BUHLE was not at the front 7

'fm 1iftle and am, he doem not g in

5 chapter. ﬁa veonle here were . ¢.gy
the General of the AUK reconnaissance ete,,often also
{ront commandere with no asvignsent at that nﬁm that
is 4o those in the Pihrerreserve who ware then
papesi detailed to ouch & particular sseigmnent.
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{page 1 of eviginal m*a}

But that wee not & good becsuse the men w0 was
Fihrerreserve m

in the nyaam wre
ﬂmmm;tmmumb%huu TLEE

!h.ﬂ m altively cases in -llhh effie roturned
that the sesigned tacks nt the t spuld
ndmim nﬁthum out with the forees nvidisble.
ke t0 remind you, @ cimneotion, that Censvul
JULL was ssnt 10 the C uu in August 1943,

bid twm:'mmm- EUUGHERY ete, for puch aBaigne

ments T

R ot B e R gt g B o B S O
S SR e,
¥ho was the gémersl of the “Miging Geurts" om tho “sstern

As far ss I rexember, it was WWW

%Tmﬁ;““!‘“"hﬁ“ the name o

an to-mdTrow mo

m,mtmz-um; t‘lﬂ.linrm n:mmumw
roEd

4 the foregeing 4 tiumuiuf_ -'n
w-,nmmmﬁmm gh
in the = stnte + I made shie dedaration

ﬁmfm‘;&tﬂuﬂmwlm tmjmw

; (adgnod)s ADOULP BRUSIBONR .

Before Be, Walter H, Bupp, DedsCivilien untmug“.
wﬂmm#m Sivisten, osties

ot s fum' T Bre By g mm“ guadtoe suting 4 slocen

whm hwmmmtwmm

(e ned)s Valter %, RAEE,

Jaul %o Groppy Be 397 reigy that § on

mmt mwuuwmmnm -
the original document. -

Faud Bo oROFE (0623




BAat

Uat

48 A AW I L &R

Adelf Heusinger on 5 Jume 1947 25-69 =25
h{ ¥y, foapp at 10145 hours
B¥enographers Re Memmler

Your name ie Adeolf Hemeinger?

Yea.

I have intervogated you on & June 19477
Yen,

1 give you today the original and one @0 of yostere
dey's interrogetion, Flease take them with you and road
mmmmmtmmupnwtﬂnnm
gary, but do not eign thea, IF you e some corraéetions
please make theonm in ink or copy P . -

|
|
Yee, : i

well, before I take up furth godnts ¢ T 1ike to
show you & few things conge the expiation ncseures.

Phe pereons mentioned sre of no importence for ouw Lo |

day's disouesion, in other p, we shall not in%o ‘
. emica whether 1% wae Esitel's fauld or wha evey

i% was, that 19 & matter to Do decided by the court. I

merely want o ohow you the kind of things whish happened,

they are the objeet of my todoy's interrogation.
(vecuments are being submitted).

¥ay 1 meke o remark with veferenge to this? Conditiong
in the Palkene have to be taken into consideration %00,

1 - :
General Housisiger, you surely adhere %o the opinion
that no matio? M:r conditions were, eay on the Dalkans
the German ¥ % nr%uid not have @ 5
the War im #a such on bacis of the reciptance
effered by tie Serbiane or the Crostians, in othoyr worde,
the 1osses the enemy has inflioted on Germany down thore

are only & smsll percentage of the losees on the lavge

fronte
(paze 2 of origimal}

ye hundreds of thousands of soldiers were wouniod or

1ed, I don'd think that the Germen Wehrmacht duwing
the five years of operstions im the Telkura hes had o8
many casuslties me in the ono baitle of Stalingred, on
the other side, for one wounded man 50 were shot, oF 100
for.one man Hhud; Thers is no country in this ay

. mot even the m:-aoﬂ.teh ¢onld the prop on

af 1 to 50 or 1 te 100 or 1 %0 1000, the ecountrise are
mumupﬂm of their war potential, I am convinced
% o was not done becanse the Tehrmacht could ne%
stand these losses but dbecause one could no% afford Q;
srobability of such & position on the right fienk of the
fuspian campaign and beeause the number of troops vwhish

-1_
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(page:2 of original cont'd)

were at digpoeal in the Seulhgast sector was 1¥ -
gient to ea¥ry through nmormal fighting in :on
militery operations., Perhaps this was a matie® Soms
gerning ¢h the WMilitary Commenders tliemoslyap did
not see guite clear, because if Weitel, after

writes & lotter like this one hers, proba

nume of Hitler, it was, in &y lpin.im. not :
Hitler ~ Himslor's factor $o beat the

there, to Qesrive him of his war potentisl in arder
to use the membere of the Ve t more or leiag 6@
u@;‘nn with regard to these raeial prl.nelﬁ:ﬁ b4

¢ . ghow you & hunired other orders, vis, thane
thinge here,

{ Doguments are submitbed).

In paventhesis 1 like to mentien twe thinge hede,
General Heuvinger, which, I .-'mnfm-m
if we want %o look at these % s objectd + The
Cerman Tehimacht came to thege counirvies ase BTy
it marched thrdugh them, violated the neutrsl of
thene countries, and ;

 other doouments, the Four

Goering as well ee the Lebor Comnitment of Eanckel
later on in 1043/44, and deported s large numbor of
people to ﬁcmnz;spﬂ for Labor Commiitment and
exploited the na -produets of (reece and

for the Cerman Vehmmaeht, oven o such amn exteny, -

1 went to 190k st this objectively, t00 =

(page 3 of original)

that the fomine witdeh the German tﬂupm is
suffe ay 4o not to Do eempared with the famine
which existed Groece and Tugdolavia beeides o Fotal
inflation ete.

The mﬁm Qffice, the Cestapo, the Seourity fervice

and the other .Enph were of eourse ved,

vut without the Vehrmacht, i.e. without the se-cmlied

pacification and thece tervoristie measures, cuch

thinge as deportation of lgborere, spoliation of

srioulture wnd corrustion would met have beon possible

ote, if a Germsn columm is unlu%m;h B

and is sttacked on the roadl, during the five

of auzﬂn:m by the ferman "ehrmacht, one

not ¢ eo ipso a troscherons attack; just

becsuee some Quisling Goverrment in Yugosley

or in Greece has made o pro forma poace trna.

with the Jermsne and 1t 1s & fact after all +

such @ Covernment waes neither wanted nor appointed

by the peopie. They were eensidered trescherous

Governments by the Yugoelav#s and the Oreeks, whioh

had concluded agreements with the Germans for

personsl advantages. The population did not cobw

pider itself bound by these mgreements; for thom

a state of war existed alway: from the first

the Cormans set foot thers, If now some Gene

Halles makes an agreement with the German Govelte

ment - the man never was elested by his own psOplo

and @14 not hold the majority of votes, I do %0

have to schnowledge & Government, a® a

Croatisn or & Greek, but [ see in them and in the

Gormone the common enemy sud wherever ! meet then




(pege 3 of original cont'd)

in the sountry, I beat this enemy, and that shen
beating w_fmn plming is being done, eh

will be seattered, that the Derman Weh albo
knew. §f gourse, thet the Allles landed

there fyom the alr and smmunition, rifles »
thet of course sleo was contnimed in the émbonsive
strate plan of the Allies snd thmt woe Feolgw-
nig-d Germany too, aince veicsha, Herse

and Lochr were ameigned for the defense of
idriatic segtor in order to prevent landing opera=
i%:::, by the enemy which however never teok

P Be

(pege 4 of original) |
Aet But we were very much sffrald of it.

Ge t You wers very mueh afraid of 1%, you bluffed youre
gelf inte 1t, with othew worde, by taking the
initistive, you expeectad eounter-attack but
the umhf:tuck mg:ur acme ﬂ:a l.::“ :1:. of _,
course, 08 vas not senunidere ortant enough
fros u‘utrlmu saint of view to keep thoupands
of trocps there singe thers wowmld heve been no
poesi %0 go atreight to the Heieh with them,
over the 88 etc,

Bt Yea, we weére afrald of the pergonality of Charehill,
from the :_lan war.

Qe ¥ell, “r. Churchill did not uuﬁdm the wary, Bisen=
hower conducted the wur.

-het Yea.

et fow the following must e taken into concideration -
f4ret I like to ask you a perconal questions On
the baeis of the documents which you have scen and
on the basls of the faet that you know me
over a yoar, on the basle of eyt kngul
with re to the firet and its reoul
and on to¢ basis of othor documents, I would aho
you loads of them - there are sltogether 370 dosu-
mente, not 370 pages, thore are Wu
drmﬂm-ﬂ o deoumsnte with difforent
nunbers - you surely must be convinced yournslf
%: a ummﬂip;;‘ gnt mim at aﬁwﬁu is
peo who have e
1m the Hague mmm oven
suceeeded, sz for insgtance yourself, in _
among thély own people and the Genersl G &n
impression of Christian feadere, of the tredition
of the aneieat Prusslan Army u\a other thinge. ‘i
maey tell you, when I showed these orders here
Herr Lint, although he ua‘;:.m on oath twiee
before that he did never a of
the man pearly fell off his cheir and an
verge of having a heart sttack, His on wes
exactly the ssme sa that of (eneralfeldmarachall
ven Hanstein in the witnsssbox whon he wae Sold .
~ gtovy of the Fest wheve Americsn and Eritish soldiers
were shet or hunged by the hundreds. '

- -
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(page 5 of originsl)

You know that 1 am not telling you stories withome
showing you the documents, theres were hundrede. I
thinik the most terrible thing 1s the faot thap poople
in your situation simply eanmet gr.mp theee % M
elthough, if I reproach you pers Gengral n=
ger, you in your position sz Chief of %h__ erational
Seotion, who must have had hundrede of such
at least godmg through your affice, yow d heve
recognized ohat was going on, eéven if the wore
not hundled By yom, oy thes & man in your poei
may not show such eurprise, Jjust like e small '
Kuernberg lookemith who never wus a soldier in Ris 1ife,
beceuse efter all you were right st the core of the

S

' How comes the fantastie part: Do gon feel, Genszal

Heusinger, o6 the basie of the €iret trisl, on the

baeis of the etatementz mads Before the Commission |
before which you sppeared a# & witness, by virtue of -
your twe weeks'lesve whigh you have had, on the dasie

of these doeumente which Ih;iﬁi submitted to you to=

‘day, & certain loyslly as nim towsrde these peaple

without whish Hitler codld not heve onrried out hie
plans? In other wordey, if = let nz sey if Generslfeide
marschall List should now enter thies reom; would
rise, stand a2t attentionm und an: e¢s, Generalfol
marschall ote. or if Merr Eeite aiuuid eome ing i€
does not n:tiirrtzgth:uuld yon feel yourself

8 theee poodle, is thie your t¥adie
¥ thee® pecple as the pergong

obligation towa
tion? Do

H |
~ you have {:lﬂl'ﬂ- r, d4id you e= out your profeseien |

for them, oy do.you ceec in then a frostration
of your aim® and do you think that they have
o expect you sf & man and professional effie |

¥ould you 'people such =g these to your house, t0

Bee wifo or your children, invite them to tos if
riuhi::,tuu hppngtun4111

I am deaply impressed by the documents submitted €2 me,

{page 6 of original) '

¥ould you foday, if Herr Keitel would enter this room
sod would tell you that he hes no room to sleep, nb

lace to go %o ht, nobady here in lnnmﬁhi!& wante

have me « -:-ni you know what Keitel heo done

and you know who Keitel wasy in other words, do you
feel any profecaional tie or leyelty or common fate
with people who obviously have smirched the German
Army, t::;! re::tnti:g nnd!;=li:dt;tlttinu iw‘jtlli
things eore the whole wo or a long .
whether it heppened know or unknowl . };:‘hlr
queastion: I ¢annot imagine t people who the
ponition of 2 VPield Marchal @ d not know what thoy
are 4ol ¥ediehe and ldst and eertain other pesovle
were not % old snd selerotie.

You will kindly permit me, 0t to anower this Qﬁﬂlililu

06037
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{page & of original cont'd)

The reason why I wanted t9 ask you is this
least I, t know teday where you ““‘M‘ﬁ laiw
tude i-nl 8 these matterz snd your attd
the persons who sre recponsible for these mg n;
becsuse you cannot state hore today Vefors me the
you disaprrove of these things, that you no longer
congider the persons who have done these thinge as .
of your kind and that you are very much li:lﬂﬁilﬂtld
as profeseional officer, if, feeling ashamed avct I
tty. yes, feneral Hewuainger, you ssem to bel

of Gerpans et ledst Srier to loal
thu situstion in the eye ond to muke Lue best af 1i%;
I am sorry ithet there are few such p iﬂiltq Thon yoeu
come to Conrt and you Enow howdt was in thia aﬂﬂmtn—
gion, and ¥y, Laternser oy coseone else amke one

or snother and you oee 211 these ridie

figures esdtting there whe formerly walked asbout im
their pplondor snd there I Must kmm whether Fouy
ltts.tndl %0 . these things guaeu under ths procpure
of the ecireumstances in getting solfter or
not guite as firs sp the nﬂim-, which you have
shoun to me today or alresdy a year ago.

. (page T of sriginal)

: Please spsre me, if pnuiﬂl in some wa;r another
‘appesvenee before the Court.

I Iﬁ nui 1h£nlm General efy = I am of the
gpart from the judleial "Nusty that

n 1: ins iike duty. You could not &
2:? t for personal tn.r or becpucse you want
olf pergons! inconveniences or Deosume

*lﬂmll of the opinden that‘Lu are nod
ﬁ on the point as you ught you
think it is %teday th: duty of evexy

Sermsn. '!‘hlﬂ are not very many people who think ae

yom 40,

Sey T sey e few worde in this oonnection?

m&‘#;

An imporssnt faotor in these procesdinge is the fnet
that I mymelf a=m not informed of the cenditions in
the Balkax®, singe I was not in the 1.11!1!! myaell,
it is puaelﬁle that for someone knowing :;;éﬁa
tionsg in the lalkens many thinge nihht pnsni

nppanr in a different llghi

well, Semews]l Heusinger, 49 you not, think that I tos
coneidered thie, that you were not on the Pallmns?
I do mot believe thet you are fully aware of the

neture of Your FISLEReRtE 86,4 JSIOIN 1R °HilEs

o?rg upetntilml gection snd as such {u had &
certain knowledge military = technical informutidn and

0Gr28



(page T of original cont'd)

knowledge, 1o matter where the theater of wmar Wae
and whether you sver had visited the theater of waw,,
that you cannot deny. Let me now put a typi::t
guestion defore you, on whish the vhole matter de-
pendm, 'ﬁ'g you for instancen would meke a Wit
ness in i- cage quite apart from the tiens

in the falkans, you would never be azked about them

because pou were never therg.

(psge 8 of original)

¥e are not interceted in the epindon of people, in
other wordsy; Genersl Heuweinger, 4% ie absoclutely a
motter of fndifference to me w! > you rejeet ihe
erders or wasther declare yourself identicmld
with them. It{ is sleo nll the same to me whethey
gou like List, Eut there spe & few pointe on whiah
_you gan teptify in this case. |

A guestion: “hat would yeu 8o, General Heusingew, if

Hery List should come in O¥ Herr Veichs - they &id
come in many timee « pnd you were aitiing here
in this drawer, you would not have seen them sad I
would show these men these opders; they would answey
me as follows: Mr. Hmpp, all these are faked falpe
nznﬂq not & hair wss hurt of anybody, except in
attempts of ascape. Theme are false reporie

out. Emeh repord is oade upy a lie from beginning %0
end &ll thrﬂﬁ-ﬁu gﬁﬂaﬂ of 42 yesre, Fow I would
put the gquoes befors you ns expert, as Chiel of

the Uperatignsl Jeations

1.) Yhatde you say to the nature of *him delende?

e tl- 3 excuse practieslly possible?

34 16 viem of the proved sxistence of the Sagurity
51]:1“”;}#“1:‘& 0ffice, Four Years' Plan, Hoseobeug
end the presence of 110% National Secialistis sush
gs Neubtcher, Neuhsus and other pl:zie of the 3%wLE
there, do you hold to the gpinien t trauchitesh
or Zeitel or Hitler did not get snything conceruing
theme things during & period of 4 years, if they had
no% taken place, and 1¢ it 8% sll poseible that they
wight not have %a.‘mn place, when more and more
inhabitants of those countrise were driven to join
the partisang becsuse of thene terreristie measuren,
in other words, if there hed been no tcorroristis
messures the partisan movement never would have beeén
po succassful; in other words, what ie your attiiude,
from an objeetive point of view, as Chiel of the
Operational Cection towarde the defense of the defene
dante, quite apart from the feet thet according te
sy op it ia _ unsoldieflike and dishonent
gven to mention such a becesuege the owders of
List epeak against t.e¢ sasumpiion that they were cnmon=
flazed ordern. '

+
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(page 9 of eriginal)

How theee gentlemen come here, Oenersl Heusingor Sme
after the other, =o big, ait down heve Pell
me that 21l thok ave just f oriere end fahed
reports. Bow I ask you sc head of the oparatignal
denartment = it 12 all the same %o me whether you
were in the Calkana or not -~ is much a thing poseible

8% all?
You pust know whether such a ¢ waw poeeille in
pur department, whether éne could chea or

he ghief of etaff, or BEeitel or Hitler for 4 years
or for 3 years concerning those things. ¥"het i3 your
opinion absut this? Plenss tell me t your d&epart=

" ment,

As hesd of the operationasl :étuant't wae sooustoned
to :nnllier ns true the repe gent to the depart-
ment.

A eheeking of these reports from the Fmlkans, however,
was not part of spheze o4 activity, but I&ﬂﬂlﬂ

have been the task of the guartermsster-goneral,

the task of the guartormapter-genarsl? ¥Was it not
:Eg duty of the head of th2 tperational department?

The task of the opeérational department wes the garrying
through of front operations., The task of the guarter-
mapter-general was the adrdnistration and thus alae
the protection of the oceupied territories, Omly in
the sp of - agcording to ny knowledge -~ an
order of the (! of the Ceneral Steff took tThe -
represeion of rovolts in the ccpupled terrd &

as far e _the Bast wae congerned, out of the

of aqtizt - 0f the guartermaster-general and trange=
fl!:"' % to the operational depariment. !hil%hhilivirm
did obvigusly not apply to the so-called GKW theater
of ocperatione.

General Heusinger, this is o matter I do not tndey-
:;s;i in the ssme way as you are logking at il

lany of theee thinge occurred in 1941/42 in connece~
tion with and a= a result oI re r combats in the
mone of apir:ti:a: « the entire ddriatic coand,
whieh was ceoup §¥§?§na Italiane and 13‘En!i by
German troops, wes o zone of operations; the ghiel
executive wae fivet List, then Kunsze, then for g
short tize Felmy, then Lochy, later on ¥eishs,

(page 10 of original)

A% the ‘time the 12th Army wes there there were uuite
a lot of gones of oparations and a lot of terwilories
under the eommand of a Wilitery Commander, and thare-
forediggnsy, Pnut guite 2 1ot of territary nust have
been undey the sontrol of the sone ol gperationa; &e
it was muah 2 zone, end®let of such murders and hoo-
tinge happened in the zone of operatione, I should

o e b Hfona N




(pege 10 of original eont'd)

like not 1o deviate too mush, from the main padnt,

it ie not 2o importent to know who ecarried “the
examizsntion ae puch and wkether this wae snethér
matter, Yhat I should 1like to know ie, figst, whether
it wao poseidble = and you have slready answerod that «
during o entire periond, thet such z3 eould
happenj whether one eennot expect snd 1e bound {6
aseune thet m report, = ro-png ebout fec%e hunded

in ’;_ ft;ll nrmi nr: ﬂ:nnnl;hnih::aﬂ :
you ¢ eny officer, im true, T @a a3 yoi ae
an expert; do you indw;tmﬂ

Ast I an sorry that I have to piate that the £ield
commands ed to evede Hitler'e orders - in ﬁ :
inoreasing number, as the war was go on - ,
they regarded these orderg as impossible and us 0%
eorresponding to the ,-1m\tgn,‘ altering the
reporte. I could oheerve £uch ¢capes again and
during the campaign in thw Heet in the years 1543744,
In these yeers 1t even defirred repestedly that

ohiefe of Avmy Groupe agkdéd me before they thedr
: rte whether thece reporte were prectionl the
intended form, in orde® t¢ remch the denirsd

by the Group. From 2 military point of view

in pmmtr from the ooint of view of the w ‘

it was =n utﬂuiz dangerous and deploradle

besanze a purely abjective command was thus rond

more and move @iffieult., T™he main resson for thie

develepment ug‘ 2 fact that Hitler deviated more

and nore ¢ method of issuing orders he had

uged until and thaet he wanted to give the

orders 4r Go=1l himeelf,
|

Qs Gemeral Medsinger, 4o you speak, in the firet plese
of tecties) - opermtional messuree as for instance
t:ﬁ & ¢ortain n had 19 be taken because Hitlew
ordexr d 20, the Army Croup however wes of the
that thie would coet too much bdlood, and that in
spite of thet it was vepovrted that &

he town 0@ been
taken, '

{page 11 of EW}

or do you opeak of that kind of measurss which are
in s certaln respect not of ouch operationsl walus,
but whieh geave the Snpreme¢ Command of the

(0mE )>vthe Supreme Comman? of the Armed Forces (O0EW)
the only epportunity to learn st lesst whethex
enything was dome at all sgainst the rebels in
aceordance with the meaning of Keitel'es order?

Ast Hy giatemont referred to Ynetienl megsures of the
eommanders and Mot 3o thaps with politieal baugk-
ground, I gannot judge the letter ae I had omly
to deal with the former, '

26731
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(page 11 of originsl eont'd)

Qes' How I want to ssk you s subjeetive question: Dy
think that thie kind of defense i possibtle, i1 B, '
: pleare will {an eéxplain to us how even the o

soldier would have been affeoted Uy such a oa: iraey:
thie soldier gould have rosel been the wyited =ad
could have recorded these s 811 that id have
hupp:n::g without making the big people vonepiguous by
#ooeldp . ik 2

2. Wby 1o all that revealed only now in thie tedald

W:i 4 not other people, which are mcoused in other
triale refer to such eacuses whisch are An my opinionm
ridienloun? :

3+ Is it not n faot that the Cermsn-soldier wmas Sruce
ted to stand ugiigr evorything ;hr-si he h d done? If I
pign thing By own name 1 %o ernnot

that I did it in oxder to eheat, -

Ast To question 1s I think thie pouesidle in individusl cwses.
To question 2: 1 4o not kaow whosher during other ipe
vestigations the delense ustd this arzument in & similer
HanneTs '

To queetion 31 Ia prinei $he superior hse to

for what he signa. ‘ut %lﬂ. the kind of Hitlior's
lesdership thore were wi %t donbt cases durim: the -
war where commenders mnd gommanders = 1:1-&&!!‘};&‘1,
gigned delibera eolored or even falpified

in order %o avoid the ocurrying out of imnossible -
orders in the interest of the Stroops. '

Hr.s Sapp. Welly this fe all for today,

- CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCLATIOR
’

: 12 June 104%

I Dr, Cde ed TAUETR, Qiv. A=447 415, heveby cortify
t I am thoroughly conversant with the Znlish end

Fermen 1 20, and that the above ie & true end

correet translation of Intervogstion,

Py Blegfried TAUBH

-G -
(2&D)
K.Y )
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Afolf - WRUSINOEE on § Jume 1947
by Hr. fspp 10,45 heurs
Stenngrephers 2. Yewsler.

i

Toag nese is Molf ARTSIVGERY

Vau,

Hewe you logked threugh the meitery

Yoy I bove losked 1% through,

Yonld you plesss sign this noe?

Tose :

het ¢aa you tall ue shout La8¥4 yowu fon't Bnee him parsonsliy, &0 you?

i1 saly kmow Bim elightly. In hlg tiee bhe wes chiof of the Sesinins
when T eas o young & First Liedténant | Sdevlestusns )

pad s the genevel wteff treining depsrtment. Ia 1989/720 § seg .

bin agsin when ke lsd the Polish ead Frenmch ssmpelen in the ecspustty

of scpreme cowmander of an aMny. Ae the semy-groep stood in sooh

tuoe Betwsss ue aod the armles, [ had wothing to do »ith the gorvene

eommnders of tha i o bad the veputailon of belng & cisver

sud shoargetic losdar but SOt enbively Tiee fros o certsio Suedige

Latew on, m-hmhth-;uniihlﬂlma'hmmm

e ¥hen he wor in eszmand of the amy-group in tke Canseein,

this Jodgeent wan gensitally confirmed by the few dieecesioss ol

 whish ] met him. This 19 vhot | hewe 50 smy sbout LivT,

e

LI

“het esn you $all us sbout ¥IIOWSY

&a te YEICTS § maet may thot mest afiiceve, nded
slresdy wondeosd for yeers how this kind of shilosovher s we nssé
te osll kis, fould purcie such s esvesy, o3 in Pis sppesrsods and

in wie religisss aititude he 414 Aot remsresest at all the tme of

genaral resuired Sy Eitler. 1 kunow mthmnuuﬂd&um

that he soted in ble command satively soverdiag to the m

vigr of the forser comwmand l.a. thet he refreined from ihe ifagsse
of sxsrceretiog romecks

{zage 2 of original)

ssd mlwvaye mads the lupression of bolsg o geatlamen ma i
wiieh I oo share. T ey cuite frankely Shet deesite bovias poud
ke doeumontn, 1 perssnslly pity the assused from the hdatisn of
ey heart, oL

248

|

Enybe he was loo wask te sasert Bimsel 77
&is is mﬂm.
Ehut osnt you tell ue pbeund B|ERLIOY
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{ sily ksow RENIFLIC frowm belag prissasr-af-war, 1 flrst seds Ma
sosusintanes here.

#at tbe nswe wvas fomiliap to you ﬁw!ﬂtu. wasa's 181

1 hed heard bie name provicusly, but I first lencued deteils
sioet Bis past ead his omesy heve. in uy opiodan he i
seslring paresa bat = eold ehagsetar, [ think thst the
sed the persissest declrs $o aswart himeelf ware oftea in $he

2 with s sad et be reccaciled this srein of ¥dnes
very oerly asll very strongly with the ldees of ¥ationsl Secloiliom.

ind what shout EURTIST

I ami WM.Mtummnulﬂmﬂluumw
Est f was astonished at hishapesr. I think ket de Belongs ter
$kat estagory of officars whe sve senontinlly over-nromated s Thelr

peritise.

§ basw SFRIZEL frem 1921 whea be wed a young officer of e guaml
ghaff, it that time ha wes pogerded ne elever but sles se weddtious.

LTy is the secomd of tho scecsed whos I
of saures 1 only koow bim frow the yesrs 1330/335 pat 1 sivery
saneidered Blm, first saf foremes

that 1 esn harily immglae Shst be Ras knowingly efioniod
pgeingt eoidisrly decency in tils ways Harde

Li®1 wae very subitious, be wished to sehlievs n poat deal, @
froaanily woshed with #ll mesns.

{pmge 8 of original)

PoEpPitis sxbremely clever, intellectusl end thevelors teentad 1o
seddle with protlems shich should be resliy Reyond hie pimrinne
a5 o soldler; a somexhgt vorisd pueb.

Pae saother gusetion: 1t 4m ®ath a legel nnd wlilsery nrablon,
the %ad Mes (fote Zael) ssyst Tha lesdsr clanc hus the
Mlﬁwlﬂmtmhﬂmﬁﬂﬁnm the lasdots.

Tgu, the gommendsre,

&:u the raspensibility of the ehiaf is tharsfors ssclallady far
s $he sther hand 1t vesde, thet the chisf wast sleays ba _
wadstadning papey wilitery sad eoldierly sarringe =1 th Bis free
Lagediy wpokes, the oase is cless fom, 1t fa writtem In &8
Ausy thet the cowseader in solaly paspaneible, morslly, ths chisd
the pesponeidility sxsotly ia the some way b the supsplate
e teke the relation Debwesn ERIONE and WRETICH, Ye Buts
dprmenta armmmm-mmmianmﬂ
: sd tham out nadey LIST, XURER, sl
sed sontinued o carey them out under VEOHE, TEI0EE wnw fur G0
deeent te try %o push sovethisg on lo somebody elee. Unes ¥
asved 21005 shetker sueh and roeh & thing eriginatad wifh FWIETECR,
#g 414 not shsver thie guesiien. G0 1 te very 417f1cull for =
4n eapvisos the sowrt of thet. Whal the sounsel far the defesys
pefere 30 in tho RKed Ase, la eorract agoopding ta the letkad of
tha Law But in pesrect of parsennlity, the sitasilon &w, 48 ans
spasa of & Bavey salifagly marrlage which should be PATE

gergd
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m than ono eannst dsay that eme relles uwpon the ether, so the

L

1 s
parsonslity sseerts Stsalf. Ef 1 were %o come %o i tue

Foa :
Bry fapp, that Ls cul of the gquestion, Sthes ! weuld may, webg
gool, Gem:ralobersd, dut LF you vare fo say sothing, or Wy gm
smsk ksow Betier thea I do,

{pagn & of srigianl)

srrived Bove to-dsy, then my proposition surely faflussens
um:rulmmuﬂ&ihmmhﬂ“h
& toxe

may say ia brief, bacsuss ﬁ:hﬁmllﬂuﬂmm barm
$he satier srigiasted ia the lsd Ass,

:

1

Wik, BEprr P Thet 1g 82l for Se-day.

Earasbarg, 11 Uuas 1947
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Bitte gebes @ie uae Ihren velien Namen a9, _
- Adolf HAIUSINGER. '

Sunn sdnd Ble gevoren ?
i 4e Mugest 1897

- Bind Bie Doutscher ¥ .

Jha .
faren £ie jenals in der devtothen izuee 7

t Ja, ven 1915 bis mom Zusagaemcruch 1948
' Was war Iie leteter Diefistgved 7

MﬂMh}mh
#1ad 8le noch Eriefsgefengeser 7

Hedn; ich bin an 30.0wd 1947 sus der Kriegsgefssigenschaft
' emtlazsen =opden, | . 5

¥a Beben B19 e 2.Weltkrles gedlent,?

n

In 2.9ektkeicg wor fch belm Oherkoussndo des Heerss in

ﬁar‘uw#mﬂtan_m and zwer sunsechst Is der ﬂ;m-

tiongabbeilung, debe ls OeneralstubsoilTizier, bis sum
feruzt 1940, fnsehllessend war leh bis sum 20.Juli 1944
Chsg der Oporstienssitellung. snscnlisssond wupde lsh

1ad ?wmw wehr.

Was beben 8le wnmlttelbsr vor der Zelt peton, 2y dor Sie

mur Operctionssbieilung gehvisen 2ind 7

Ieh war sedit 1932 Gensrclstevsoffizsior und swer Sunnechst
bie 13 i3 ?Im.xmm, spgchliessend bie 1935 lmmimhar,
snschilessend bis 1937 is Tmymgmtrust «h bal dep. I..L.

Bivision in fllenstein, ab 1934 iu OKE.

disspr ang snthoben vnd hatte big mﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ teiner-

r
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#sF, 1 Boenoen 6ie uns ganz hurs srigen, wes dea Truppenamt
m, von des Sle sprochem, in dem Sle 1938-34 i‘.ﬁﬁi;
I'am w@md walche Aufgabon 8ie dort hotten ¥

et Des Truppenamt war poeh dem Juhve 1918 geschafrds
- verden lmerheld des Relchswehraleisteriilis wad sveilte
den ¥orlacufer des spaster wisder geschaffenen Génersie :
 atabs der. Ao der Syitee des Truppensats stind der Chef
des Truppensmtes, 29 veiner Zelt der dsmelige General '
ADAE, spaeter der Euml BECK. Dieme unterstonden .
unnitelbar dem Chef dep Heereslelitung, deusls Genorsle
oberct SEVE und Genersl vou RM; und wirem ge-
wisgersossen dderen engerer imitﬁ;ﬂ'ﬁﬁho Das Truppes:wt
enthielt demals 4 Abtefiungén imd zwer 41s L.aibtellung
(2 1), =ua der sich speeter die Operationsebteiling ente
wickelbe, 7 2, dis muumﬂmum, .3, 4o v
telilung frewde Hoerve wnd ﬂ, die ﬂmhﬂdmmbﬁum*
Teh selbot wer Soluorzelt in der T 1 uwnd swer von 1932
ble 1934 und Mth gls jumamr ﬁmﬂﬂltﬂhm"ﬁm
in erpter Linfe Progen des Luyftschuties dow Wﬂl
fehoen der M&ﬂwm&igmg 2u bexrbelten. ]
10.F,: 418 B1e m &ept. 1937 sleder nach Em-;.i.n mekkmm,
bestenden de poch imser diese selben Abtedluwigen 7
8,8 Al9 3ok im Sept. 1937 nech Berlin surneckkehrte, hatte
sien dle ﬂrnm@nﬂm weseatlich gosendert. it Einfush-
wung der allgeneinen Wehrpflisht wer der alte Senerale

¥V s%ab wleder jeschaffer mmim,- das Truppencmt hetis disse

| Bezefchung erhelten. Die vezesemubigen T 1~4 boi den

einzelnen Abtellungen worvem gefellen und sbett der yre
sprusaglich nwr 4 sbteilungen waren persits geechafien
bzw. in Eimag A~12 ibtellungen, ﬁa:, wog frusher T 1
war, hleas }aut awaﬁmabtﬂlm, aw T 2 vurde
Orgenisstionsabteliong uow, 5 G003 "




wl %

-5 =

11.P.s Wer war dewsls, 515 §16 nsch Berlin kaues, der Oberbes
fehlshu ey des Heeras T @,
- Aat Dax a‘aémuhlshm&r des feeres sur Genepalobarst ven
FRITECH, der Chef des Geperalsitebs war BECK.
12.F,: Wer loeste sie &b 7 w
Ae7 Belde sind gegangen fwischen Fruehjahr und Berbut 1538
und vuarden ersetast durch Ueneraloberst ven DRADCHITECH -
und Cenersl der Art., HALDER. ' '
1%.F.1 Wie lange blied BRAUCHITSCH Oherbefenlshuber des Heercs ?
fe3 Big 185. Dezember 1941, General HALDER als Chef des Uene-
palstebs blieb bds Sept sber 1942,
L14.Fe: Und wer losste GRAUCHITSON und HALDER sb 7
£st BRADGHITECH wurde durch HITLER wami ttolbey sbgelosst, der
den Befelhl selust im Deseaber 1941 uwebernshs und Genersle
obarst von HaLDER wovde durch den Jensrel der Infanterie
ZEITILIR sbgeloests
18.F.: Wes war die Hegpbsufgube des OXE bel ﬁwm ges Erieges
~ am 1. September 13559 ¢
5.+ Ple Hsuptaufgave des OKK war, nach dem Fefshlen und Wei-
' sungen; die von HITLER usber das OXW gegeven weren, &u
hendeln wnd gwer iz Qeten dle Durchfushrung der wilitme-
rmm pperationen gegen Polen, 1n Westen der Schuts m-.
Gremzen, subsprechend <den Pefensivielisungen des OiW,
16.Fe E.ﬂ.du CEXH diese jufgsben m&hﬂr_wﬁ des gengen Krieges

wahrgennmaen 7

ot Diese hufgsben wurden nochher wasentlich aingamlenmkt.
%1t Begian des Mshﬂf&lﬁmgu 1943 huah dos O¥E 2ls
Fuehrongsbeboerde praktisch ner noth beschraenkt fufl den
Feldsug gecen Russlend, weehreud die uebrigen von deut-
schen Trupyen besetzien Geblete vou DKW uebernommen
‘'wurden bzw. schom uebernomsen waren und etwelge Opere=

tionen in diesen ﬁabinhun vou OXN unaitielber gefushrd
. wWupiien. 0603 8
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“ ik - s
Hat es fmnerhalb des m baw. dee OKW -.1rmi¢1w_ﬁu»
deutenden Funktionen gegsben, die sich Beberschuiiten
Baben, sodsss dlese fyer velde gemeinass von einst Stelle
cus gefushrt wiurden ? :
Ps hat in Loufe des Krieges, nsmentiich nach der .Ba!’ﬁhla-

-ueberneime durch REITLER selbst (als er Oberbefeblshator
des Heeres wurde) mehwfache Usbersthneidungen segshen,
vle 2.5, suf dew Geblet des Uenerelguurtierveisters inso-

fern, als der Deneralquoréierwglster eins Déppelunter-,

- sbellung bokam, neenlich soweit dle Aufgeben der OS¥-

geb es such auf Mpﬁ'ﬂahhm.'

'Eriegammmm beruchet mrc%m, wurde er dem DEW une

terstelit, sowelt dle M1ammnmem berushrt
wurden, wurde er dew oRE ?mw:mn.u‘h Aenmliche i'ul‘.ti
Was wy_'&le suptsufgate dos ﬂmlgﬁuﬂinmutua; uwnd
wea uaterstond er trnmg‘iuh ¥ e

Der Mmmﬂamhm wmterstand urspruenglich dos
Chef des’ mnhtuba des deeres. Im ?eﬂm des Krieges
ergab ﬁﬂh jedoch &1- Teiluvng der Cewalten Maﬁn ginsgle
nen Mmm«m sodsns er Gaen qm Fmgm; des

‘Pelamarscralls yon Ersuchitsch sul dem Militaerverweie
; mggmu den ehemaligen h:.simrmhall KEXITEL _mmkmnd

auf dem Versorgungsgebiel, sowelt £8 sich un ORE-Kriags-
sehsuplaetse handelte, dem Chef des Gensrelstsbs, soweit '
@5 sich ua Micglmm hendelte, teilwelse
den OX& , tellveise den mmhtﬁﬁmmzaﬂah, sodass _
die mtnrstﬁ.lm des #w.ﬁrm“utzarﬁnsms eine susser-
erd‘mﬂ.m vielfsche wor uad or pﬂktamh dem Chef des

| Generalstabs naeh dem Portgang des rmms vos

BRAUCHITECE nur noch auf dem OQeblet der Versergung der
Tyuppre verantwortlieh war, | . A
: ' 00039
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19«F.t Ble sagten mn, dass nsch beginn des Eusahndfalﬁm:
- das OKE fuer die @wuﬁmmmammdu OFW foer

die uetwigm fiperetionen verantwortlich worens Wissen

~ Bie, welche Etelle imaerkald des OKW m:- am- m:*m

- 20eFag
Lek

21.F.t

" Feldzuege operatlv tarantwwﬁueh wer ? 4
s

Operativ mrmtmﬂm var nder HITLER gagmnber dey

J0PLa s (o |
Onterstend ef airekt HITLER 2 _ | . des
Er unterstond formal dem Peldfinfscnell K¥I7s, in der ‘
Praxis ist es auf dem Fuetrtmgsgeblet su einer uamittel-
boren Unterstellung mter METLIR gmésq.

Wehraschtfuehrungeetsd, der desslige Genersl der irt. : l

L

- fusihyougsstaha gegeben 3 : \

: 7% |

22.F.4

Liel

Het ss cinen Stellvertreter des Chefs des Wehrasehte I
|
|
|
|

Es worde die Stelle sines Etelivertréters dog Chnrr des
wmmmwu gasmffm, diese Sielle hptte
bis gum Herdsh 1944 dex fenersl der irt, WARLINONT,
Wons wurde diese Stelle eines stelivertrstoaden Chefs
des Vohrmuehifushrungastabs geschaffen oder existiorte
eing shdere Btelle, die lediglich wmbsnsnst wurde 7
s war prakidech eine Habenensung der 5&&14 des Chefs

: der sbtellung Lendesverteidigung.
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mwm #5a vitte den Sertch, dann wass doh Sle dereud
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Staben Sie Yitse auf, criesen ile ilhre pechbe Tand uad EPTOGIEI ‘
ste -4r sechi Ve ' !
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AQULE ERUBINGEN Buernbery, den 304101047

e e hnl.smm,‘ Cesp eu mir meeh wraedr € Tedwan vet Mﬂhﬁr—s
bung der gestellten Pregen nicht lemer ceegiiesn st ;m untw
wes foh damls gewusst, wy' uss teh erst mmﬁm:mmﬁwm
_ amm.h gehoert habse ich kenn duher Irm huht m sussehling

Selne muma m hh iv elnzelnen qmﬁ Teh ﬂ:ln aber,
fsde der Defeld wir, neben enleren (ruenien, mm;a.nnmm
ming, 419 foh gu beurbeiten hatte, deswegenw untunly sysohlen, weil e
dle mmu fos ruseiseien Slderstendes mhuuh vePstaeriksn msstes
duoil von Setten Ger Nesromgrippen wurdek dbe Eleidhen Sederion bald
Bar Spreche EMD» Begueglicl depr mnmm ‘s Leforla &b dep
mmlmmm-mm-mtmhhwmmfmh -
EprOchien WIies Hret spaeter, ht;__ﬁhm tm Pousb jebr 1968, m 0wy
asines Wssens offlutell, ausfer Kanst conetet, da er 1. Gegensats su’
elner Iropeganaaaiction m&?ﬁmﬂm mﬁum Solonten abends : -

mmmmwummﬂm m&iuwmt.nmlﬂm
tranen gegen ofe w:}ulh 14 schariem Cegensate eu m aulfasmung
des Ubsdelle gogehen wiuvie undtl bel hum schwerate Wm sugloente,
¥amu toh %‘ummwn nicht angebens Das Mmm;hm{ wuree dureh

mm&um

P m =i baltwnct, Gaes besonders m,;im 4a mtfaum.ﬁ von
Hithb 2ur Erfusllung politlscher EWM eingepetat wurviens
pjege fulgaben wollte Bitler bewuast dow liwere nichu mmm e

y Mmmﬂmm wuvien daliey mimi "Eﬁ.m don Tommndostelles des
WanmmW%ummmzmwmw
eurtresge wultteluar v en &“mmnlm m e aumn die

WMhlnm vl *mm wmﬁmt seene (e jange
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wm:l‘.n amumam e mmxmmtm Wil des Colibe
rais SebeVe « Dos ersilweckenis Ausmsss cer Jutenliguidationsn st
ey » matnor geusen Meimanerwng anch ~ orst nach 1945 bekeaat sewortess

Als Seh mich von Seitas der Cperationssbtellung ab Andk 1942 mehr
nit der Benterbeimespfung im Osten su befassen hette, wusds bed Aktionay
gegen dle imndsn Lowmey dringonvier dle Frage nach der mm Gefengee
nen gestsllt, weil diess sur Arvett hersagesoged werdss solltans Vor
her wor dis Tendens wohl eine andere gewesen und dusefte sich such

_gegen Bendenheller Wil Agenten serichtet hatene fthselhedtes musssten

sua cer Sandenbmepfverscimift su srmeien nui; - ;
Soh wohd gehwert wa habeme %0 sie & einsdicen -ummﬁm hat, veiss
Aol nleht melreAllsu [Fontusher Linsets ermoheint wir desialdb freslich,
m;m-u Jecen mesglichan thWtrr oder Bolluse ente
gleben nusebos

mm.m éis sogemmante Sauskeleiktion die irfagsung von :
Arusltakreslton fuer die deutsche Yirtseheft bezwecktes Usber dabel

eagovandte Zwsngmmtioden ¥aos loh sieh ntcht erinnsrs, otwss gehosrt

Bu nabens iMs m_#!ﬂn gehosrse nichi su meinens Arveltsgehiete

Ieh Wmdm, Gege 1941 balm ﬂma:,mrhnﬂilm arLeTm
iiche Sehwisrigke!ten hel cer Mrfesewns, Verporgung and dem Abbrenspert

_mmuiﬁuMMMmHﬂuwmmmhm

_idese nm.n,-m sus Teil infolge lmsncerer Hinkesselung lman bed
dar Wm in ersehreckend mwmm koerparlichey
Vowfissusg boiwnen hebunelen: groessere len den Dusgertode e
Upfer pefalien eind, so gisebe Lleh mich anfererseite su epinuern, dess

asitons ces Ueonerslinerticrmelsters slles versucht wumie, der Sehwiae
| mmm;;mmmmmﬂ-mmmm

mw dleser Arbelitskreette arhioben, = Viele Kriezezefsngene huum
als Hilfewilligs (Hiwie) bei wmmmmmm
Borei tsehaft von Lhr vopr -un in den rueckweortigon ::amm veruencite

0004c
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Die wstrigesn sind nmw L Ger Neimes ader den ruscivesriigen
Sebleten sur ATGeiS eingesetste lnwlewelt und ob hierbel cegen inters
netignels Anseclungen verstossen wuve, culsleht sleh weiner Seanthise

ﬁmm MMWR, mmulh.n, Wmmtm rimiber

A 441649, cbder, mwmm #vidence iSvistiom, Orfice

of Chtef of Gounael mmmwmmzm to we
m who in sy presence, signed ths fersgoing stotesent (Erilesrung)
nmuunaarmt tlimmwmminmmm-
m&mmtmwtn:Wmmmm#mMIMin
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Parsonal Date

at the Fihror

. - surrendered.

England would

. and want aver

TN J b o s

;o o5 Benth Adolf HEUSINGER, Chief Operations Diviaion, '

"1 10-11 September 1945 i. L NPV S e
ke k ' .

the Gemeral Stafr, OKH, after the Westarn Cempaign in 1940 and filled this
post until 20 July 1944, He suffersd eecond-degree injuries in the attentat

clon of being one of the plotters. Removed from his post and held for in- i) e
vestipation ho was finally allewed to return %o his home in Thuringis where e
he remained wnder surveillance untll he escaped to the American forces and

Imowledpe of the stratezy and operations on the Eaat Front and is very oo~

operative, .
CONTENTS _ i an
I. Balkan Campaign - 1941 : oot o)
II. Hitler's Reasecnz for Attacking Rugaia o, ! : - l
IIT. Estimato of Russian Strength and Wealmess : 2 i
IV. Tho Campaign of 1941 in Fusais el R
V. Tho Genaral Staff Plan for 1942 ' :
V1. The Catastrophe of Stalingrad
VII. Gensral Staff Study of Middle East Compaign
VIII. tanpowar and Organizational Diffioulties
IX. Developments on the Enst Front - 1943 -
X. Developments on the East Fropt 1944
XI. Hitler as Supreme Commander
XII. Reasons for Rejeotion of Gas Warfare
i I. BALKAN CAMPAIGH - 1941
QUESTION: Did the cempaign in the Balkans affect the timstable of Gorman
operations apeinet Rusain?

HEUSINGER: Only 8lightly. If Itely had not involved herself in serious dif= 2
ficulties in Greecs, Germany could not have qone intes the Balkans. The Danube
Az a transport line was adequately secured b Germany'a political arrangements
with the Danubian states, Moreover, the General Staff was of the oplnion that .

tho first World War, The original plan to assist Italy celled only for the
movement of seven divislons from Rumania through Bulparia to attack Greecs.
Then Jugnslavin'auddanly-rapudiatad.tha recantly concluded Paoct with Germany e

ampaign. The entire eporation was improvised as evonts developad. Source
stated that ag Chief of tho Operations Division, this wes the easiest of all °
their campaipns bocause they did not have to work. out detailed plans but
handled it entirely by telephone, or brief orders according to the currenmt
sltuation. At tho end af the Greek oampeign only five divisions wers laeft

a8 ah ococupation forece in Crete, and on the Greek mainland. v b 4.8
Originally the Russian campal gn was scheduled for the middle of May. It :
wns. dolayed until 1 June because of the unusually heavy rains. Hitler then j‘iF"

ordered the delay until 22 June until the Gamman forces were returned from
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Bfig. Gen. R. C. Brook; Lt. Col. O. J. Hals

‘1 Source was appointed Chief of the Operations Division of

Hg, but neverthelsss was arrested by the Gestapo under suspi=- . °

ot

Source is very intelligent, has both a broad and detailed

not undertake another operatien simllar to that of Saloniki in

to the Allied sids, the Genoral Staff had no plans for such a
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'fJHEUﬁiEGEH: In June 1940 rrum]ﬂ to 10 divieions as oocupation troops in :
. Poland. - Very few troops in Eqst Prussia. By transfer from the Woot, haginnihg::
- in January 1841, the mmber rose to 140 divieions. The first deplioyment aresas

Grooce. Tho timeteble for tha Runsinn offonsive was only secondarily influ=-
enced by the Bnlkan tarpaipn. The principal reason for the delay was the
ground conditlons for the German armored units,

I1. HITLER'S BEASONS FOR ATTACKING RUSSIA

QUESTION: To what degroe did the following conpiderations operate in Hitler's
decinion to attack Russia: HNeed for Russien resourced; his anti-Bolshevist
feeling; fear of a future Russisn attack?

MEUSINGER: Hitler's military=political rensons wers ass followa, in the order

-of their importance: 1) He believed that Russeis would eventually jein England

and the United States whon the two Western powers wero ready for an invasion
of the Continent, possibly in 1943, Germany would then faco the dreaded two=
front war (Zweifrontenkrieg). To avold a two-front war they must strike at

Russia before Russia beoeme stronpgor and the coalition crystallired, Hitler

- placed great emphasis on the activity of Anthony Eden in trying to win Rusaia

to England's side. 2) Hitler believed that Russis was not prepared to resist
to the extent of her military resources and the attack should be mace bofore

- the Ruseian army hed recoversd from the Winter Tiar in Finlend and before the

reorganization mensures instituted immediately thereafter were coupleted.

3) Hitler was motivated by tho desire for the resourses of the Ulkraine, pare
tioularly the graim, irom ord, and coal. 4) Hitler's anti=Bolohevigh iduclogy
wao aluo a fuctors 5) Hitler rensonsd, further, that if Russia were decisively
defeated England's lest hope on the Continent would be gome and she would then

‘make poace.

Source states that it was the opinion of the Operations Division that E
Stalin would not under any conceivable olrcumstances have attacked Germany
until Britain and the United States had a firm foothold on the Continent.

QUESTION: What position did Hitler's military advisers and the General Staff
teke? ; :

HEUSINGER: Hitler made the doecision to attack againgt the objeotiona of his
military advisers. The General Staff had serious doubts snd these found ex=
prossion, bub it camnnot be said that they seriously opposed Fitler. They were
85111 under the impression ercated by the 1940 campairn in France when the
General Staff had beon wrong snd Hitler right, A great many of the highest

el litary leaders hed grave doubta about the entire acticn. Among +them wars
Field lMarghal Brauchitaoch, Gen., Ealder, Von Leob and mmdstedt, Col. Gen.:
Back, oustaed as Chial of Staff in 1938, endsavored to exert his influence, but
wig in no pomiticn to do zo. Those who supported Hitler's deécision were those
who always agreed with him - particularly Koitel and Jod) = and the so=called
"Farty Gereralec," such as Von Reichernsu and Schubert. In all metters where

‘there were differences of opinion between Hitler and the military authorities

1t wes extremsly difficult for the latter to preveil. In erel reporting,
Hitler would simplify tho issue in his own interest or ineist upon ‘the poli- .
tical neceasity of an action. If a written memorandum were presented and he -
found one eontence that dieplédscd him he would reject the whole argument. .
Commanders who persicted in their objections were removed. Of 18 Field

‘Marghals eppointed during the war = exoluding Luftwaffe = only 3 remained im °

eorvice at the and.: e :
III. ESTIMATE OF RUSSIAN STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS

QUESTION: How many divisions did ﬁﬁnmuny have stationed in the Eant.batwﬁan"
1939 and .June 19417 . - - e e ol SEL
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{Aufmarschreum) were’ Wakb ¥russine, snrthelend, Silesie and Fomoranla; the
socond deployiwmnt aréas en the! Mrontior woere Zest Prusela, Warsew, Tarnov.
Despite Eitler; the Gehbredl Bthff did not rccept the statoment that the
Russinns wore moving in'troopsrand tobilizing on the frontier. There were
pomn secutrity divislont moved in and some lerpe airflelds under construotion.
As Gorran forcos roved in%to thoe Terncopsl aren thoy encountered Russian traine.
londed with grain for daliwrﬁr to_Germany.

QUESTION: How many di?isinnn did Germany umploy in the initial attack?

HEUSINGER: One hundred and forty combat divisions end apprﬁximntaly 15
socurity divieiona (Sicherungsdivisionen). In 1§42-43 we had approximately
180 divisions. The Russians employed initially about 200 divisions but we
estimated the strength in 1942-43 at between 600 and TOO divisions of about
8,000 men each. We bogan the Russian oampaign with only 10 to 15 divisions,
in the Army reserve (Fceresleitung) whereas we had 48 d;visions in recerve !
during the French campaipn. ‘
QUESTION: What wns the ngaral Staff apininn of tha strength and wenlkness
of the Rusaisn fnrcﬂs? WG

HEUSINGER: First the infantry. Wo ectimated it to be good, the men steady
and breve, excelleont in the use of %terresin, betier in defense than in the .
attack. They wore nlso steady, almost fatelistic under air attack. Those .
asxpectations were confirmeds As weeknossss may be mentionedy helplessness
when the COs were killed; lmck of sslf-reliance, inferior NCOs. Toward the

.end of tho war the infantry was even poorer because the abler meon were :
. drained off for the armored units. The infantry weapons were good, aimple

and practical in thﬂir dﬂuign. Likowise uniforms end equipment.

Socond, the Panzer arm. We expested tactieal employment of tnnks with
infentry ratfer thon operative 'employment in large self-contained armored
unitsz. This expectation was confirmed. Only one large tank unit was en-

- ocuntered in the first cempalgn. Out of this contact ceme the great tank

battle of Reosgsenyii in whieh the Ruzsianz lost betweon 200 and 250 tanks.
Part of their lsages wos cwing be exhausticn of thelr fuol aupply. The
fussian torks were ostimated &5 inferior to the Goman tanks, as was alsc
their communications equipment and the training of the erews. All this
changed with the appeerance ﬁf the T34 in ﬂatebar or November 1941, It was
oquel to-and in somo respects|superlor Lo the Germam tanks. It wes not

-untll 1944, at the b:’r’t*ruugh againat the Army Group Center (Feeresgruppe
‘Uitte) that the Russians rﬂally used their ammor as self=containaed operative

units with independent miesd oie end objectives.

Third, Ruaninn urtillary- Ve &nﬁicip&tad only normal effectiveness in
materiel and employment. Perkaps relatively strong but not highly developed
technically in ranging end firing. We expected it to be used in infentry
support. These judgmente proved correct. By 1944, however, the Ruassians

made preat strides in employment of artillery and notably in a tactical mense =

in rapid fire, massed fire and in ranging and control. Both horae-drarm and
aelf-propelled artillery were| goed. :
vt st i
Fourth, the air arm. ife expocted little and this was borne out in the

cerphipgnz.  Russian aireraft and pilot traiming were inferior to German. The
Mucoalons gave little trouble in the air. We moved eur supply columns at will.
HBeginning in 1943 lusoian pursuit plenes and pillots improved. Together with
the bembar=fiphters thoy bocame a factor in operations. In 1944 German intel-

UMgence (If) thought that tho Ruseiane were bogimning to concern themselves

‘with a hoavy bombor program beuuunﬂ of the successes of thn Allies in the
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Fifth, troop leadorshiy. |7n anticipated that from tho highor commands
dovn to divisional lovel the lesderchip would nmot be of the highest calibor.
This was confirmed in aotion. | They lacked imaginntion and flexibility in
moblle warfere, lost control iof their units and friled in cecordinaticon nt
the higher levels. - The purpe of the officer's corps 1n 1937-58 wae in part
roeponeible and this wor forenoen by us., With experience, the younper com=
randers developed with surprising rapidity. Wo considered Zhukov and
Vasnilevsky tho best,. followed 'closely by Timoshenko. At divisional, regi=-
mental and battalion level the officere were not equel to thelr responsibili-
- tles. They lacked indepondent Jjudement, flexibility, and ccolness. They did
1ot improve during the war. Company platecon leanders were brave and had gmoed
sombet morale but lacked. training and ‘experience. They were aleo hampered by,
thoe political comrniesars. Wheln the latter lest their authority and better
treining for the company officers was provided they improved considerably.
The ¥COs were poor.. Then the officer fell the men were entirely without
leaderahip. :

: QJLSTTGH: That did the Ganerql Staff axpeet from the Hussian transport ko)
syston? o,
: |

FLUquGEﬂs Hera thu nstimntsfwuﬂ wrong. We expeoted the rallway treneport

to break down in about § woeks. This expectation was bazed in part upon
cbservations made at the time of the Rusegian cocupation of the Polish terri-
tory snd on general study of the Russien tronsportation system. Tip failed to -
toke into mccount HRussian improvisatlon, the lewer supply reguiremente of the
Rusalen soldier, the quality of their less highly developed equipment, and
their absolute ruthlessness in employing what they had. For example, on
double=tracked lines they ran trains eide by side in the direotion of the
frent. They double-decked their troop cara so they could carry 90 men instead
of 45, although the men could not etand up but could only eit or recline in
the cars. .

QUESTION: On what elements or factors of - auparioritr .did the General Stnff
count on vietery over Russian forces?

. HEUSINGER: 'We nuuntﬁd, first, on the experience and superior training of
Gérmon troops; seccond, om the suverliority of Gemman trocp leadership end
direction; and third, on the superiority snd offectiveness of the Luftwaffe
and the PFanzer arm. This estimate was substantisted in the 1941 campaign.

After 1941 these advantages were cancelled and lost because of the
enormous operatlve space, the setting of unobtainable objectives and inguf-
ficient forces and materiel in propertion to the tasks set for the Wehriacht.
This is illustreted by the fact that in 1942-43 on the long Eastarn front, in
© the stable sectors, the front held by a German division averaged 23 kilometers,

~fihlle a Russian division in a stable defensive front held only 5 kilometers.
On the offensive a Russian divislion operated in a front sector of only two and
a half kilemeters.

QUESTION: Did the German leadsrs count on bad morale among the Russian troops

or perheps treasnn &mcng some of the Rusaian commandera?

HEUSINGER: It was nnt a firm uxpuctation. Hitler hoped that the Soviet system
would collapse following the first serious defeats or that opposition to Stalin
would develop within Russia. The General Staff had similar hopes but not

dafinite expectatiorn. In 1941 many Ruseian deserters came over and in the greut
encirclemonta the Russian soldiors gave up edsily even when the Gormsn ring was
thin and it would have been pﬂssihla for the Russians to break out. This wag - .
* the fault of thelr laadornhipj political action in the direction of gquasi= .
independence for the areas. oedupled by German forces wans a possibility and the
military authorities favored it but Hitler and the Party were againet it.

Leaders in these areas were also lacking. 5 1
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IV. THE CAMPAIGH OF 1941 IN KUSSTA

CUESTION: Was the reciwlinen of the Lusrien populace in the occupied aress:
forcoesn and wore memsurcs tﬁﬁﬂn in advorce?

HEUSINGER:  Ingsurpont activity was expooted, hence the security divisions
orgenized in the spring of 1941 for occupntion duties. That it would de=
velop to the proporticns that it did was not anticipated. To secure the
rear areag of the Army groups (Heeresgruppengebieten) on the East Front re-
guired from 12 to 16 divisions, :

QUESTION: hat kiad of s victory dld the Germans oxpeet to win over the
Ruzelans and with whom did they expect to make pcace?

ZHUSINGER:  The end wea net olearly enwvisepod. Bubt there is good rouson to
baliewe that Hitler expected, with the destruction of Russian military power,
tho state would fall apart intic ite component political and ethnic units.
Mlitarily they would be holploss and with these regional povernments he would
make pence. The Ukraina to the Don would become a German dependency. Hitler
spoke of driving resiasting Russinn elomonts baock inte Asia and destroying the
Ural industries. ihat remained of Russia in Asia would not be dangerous.

- QUESTION: How succesaful was German intelligence in the Russlan cempaign?

HEUSINGER: Hetter after the beginning of the campaign than before. Radlo
rmonitoring yielded the moat waluable intellipgence for Rugsian troop movemonte
and dispositions. 1 to 1944 the Russisns imposed no restrictions upon the

use of their radlo equipmont at the front. We were alweys wall informed as

to movements. Second, interrogation of Fils yielded valuable information. Con=
trary to our expectations Russian Fiis were quite well informed. By sorcening

" the great number of prisoners that were taken it was poesible to get wvaluable -
information from volunteer informers. Third, in 1943 wa were nble to break

the Russian Field Post number system and thliz laid the Russian Army organiza=-
tion wide open to us. Fourth, agents wero dropped by parachute nnd sent through

" the lines, but thie was the least productive method of collsoting intelllgence." .

Many of the agents were caught immediately and the reports of those who wers
not apprehended were of minor value, go good was Rusaian seourity.

As for Russlen intelligence of Germany, we had the impression that they
wera not well informed on our front operations and movements, better informed
on developments in the rear areas, snd fully informed on developments in
Germany ‘because of agents among the Russian workers.

QUESTICN: Wers ahy important Lacticul lessons leermed and in consequence doc= }
trines modified as a result of combat experience on the East Front? z

HEZUGINGER: Yone. On the contrary our tactical deotrines proved themsalves.
If only wa could have held to our basic doctrines. When we departed from them
it was forced by necesiity as when we had o use tanks to stiffen and support
the infantry in hoavy defensive fighting instead of being able to keep our
tank units together for counter attnmok operations. In the enployment of armor
we had to depart of neceseity from the Cuderian doctrine, but the dootrine re=-
mained wnlld as the porformance of your ovn armored foroee in the Weat olenrly
prioved. L

QUISTION: ﬁhy did tho 1941 plpn for the defent of Busaia fail? .

HEUSINGER: From miscnleulation of Russian strength and pursuit of socondary
instead of the primary objeotivo. The drives mnorth snd south were made at the
cxpense of the center where it was more reaszorable to asaume that a decision
could have beon echieved. ifhen the attock upon lMoscow was finally launched in
October it was too late and a deoision was not reached. !
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V. THE GEHERAL STANF I‘J"..";?-!'_ FOR 13942

QUESTION: How did the Genersl Etnff:?ieﬁ the situation in the winter of
1941-42 and what wae the plnv for 19427 !

HEUSINGER: It was obvious that comslderablo elements of the Russian armies
wore atill intact. The Generul Staff objeetive for 1942 remained the zame:

To dofeat and deatroy the Russian forces.  Two possibilities for the main
effort presented thomeelveas Firet, a new offensive apainst Moscow; ssoond,

n major drive into asoutharn Rucaia which would force the Ruseiens to dofend
their most vital resources in that Ares = coal, iron, and oil. In cach cane
the objecetive wie to bring the Rusalan forces into a decisive engapement.

The Jenoral Stafd preferred the first major objective for two ressons. First,
% was Shougut that the Russians would thraw in everything to cafend ths polie
tical capital; Encerd, the casbure of Moecow would eut +he lact north=south
fadlway line in liveols, thus practically cividing the country and tho front
into two zomos, Hitler, however, insistod upon the altermative major effort =
the campaign in the South. He held that tho Donez iron and coal and i
Stallngrad industry wore more important then Moscow. He thought also the
Rusaimns would commit their forces to its defense. :

QUESTION: What was Hitler's objective after Stnlingrﬁd?

HEUSINGER: A drive north in|the area 'wsst of the Yolga to take Moscow from-
the rear. The General Staff|position was that it was fantastic unless the
area was completely cleared of enemy forces so that the nrmored forces alone
could make the drive. This was again conditional upon the supply of fuel from
the Malkop field. ! '

QUESTION: Vere thars other objeotivas in 19427

© HEUSINGER: The eecond objective was the establishment of contaot with the

Finnish amy in the north bty the encireclement and isolation of Leningrad. The
noutralization of Leningrad was also highly desirable because es the refugs of
the Ruselan fleet and U-boats our submarine training program im the Baltic was
subfoct to disruption. Thn Russians, we estimated, had about 80 submarinos in
the Baltle of which approrimately 40 were in service at any one time. The

noutralization of Leningrad and land contact with Pinland were the smecondary

objectives of the 1942 campaigo.
QUESTION: And to what do you attribute the failure to achieve the main objective?

HEUSINGER: The Rugsians did not commit their foroes in the South but withdrew
and concenbrated te the north of our long left flank. In the north they did net
atand until we reached Stalingrad. In tfho Cnucasus they withdrew until we .
reached the Terek where German forces wers stopped by stubborn resistence. It
wag 8lso a mieteke to have extended one long arm toward Stalingrad and sunother

:. toward the Caucnsus. GStalingred sheuld have been taken first then the move

toward the Caucasus. The forces sent against tho latter objective were
lnadequate for tho task assigned. . The ten infantry divisions that were gliven
the mlssion to donquer the Black Sen coast to Batum could not oross the
mountaing; the five Panzor divisions that drove to the Terek sould not complete
their mission of conquoring the main panss over the Caucasus leading to Patum.

}

VI. THE STALINGRAD CATASTROPHE
QUESTION: What was the Genernl Staff position with regard to the Battle of -
Stalingrad? i : ) i

HEUSINGER: Let mo sketch thd action in broad outline hringing in the General
Staff at the appropriate pointe, In September 1942 Halder was removed as Chiel

: ' o
S “le. '
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of the Army General 5tafl and roplacod by Zeitzler. Goneral Halder
ropeated to me oxactly what Hitler snid to him at the time of his rotire-
ment. Briefly, Hitler aald that Haldor did not shdre fully National
Socialist beliefs and fnith in final victory. Thersfore, he did not have

. full confidenco in him and wished to replnce him.

The Russian forces, which in the main avoided battle during the summor
of 1542 =~ our capturs of Fifa and mnteriel wero disappointinply small compared
to 1841 - made thelr stand at Stalingrad. The Mussian commond aontinued to
pour troops in for the defense of the eity, which with the hardest fighting
wa only partially conquered. Then the Ruszians attpelked wast of Stalinzrad
in the seotor held by the Rumeanlon forces. The Rumanians fought well but

Jthoy were inferlor to the Ruseians. One Humanian and one German Panzer divie '

sion were ordered to countdarattack te clear up the penetration. It fajled.
Hnlf of the tanka, which had been immebilired in the fields for somn time
could not be used because field mice had nested in them and destroyed the
insulatlion on the elsctrical wiring. The Ruesian encirglemont of the
Stallngrad army was completed in early November. At t time Zeitzler en-
deavored for throe dayes to sesure Hitler's approval of an order to Paulus teo
withdrew fiom Stalingrad enc breel out of the caclrelerent to the woet.
dtler relfused on Ln, srounds that 1) the oropapganda offeet of the loss of
Stalingrad weuld o6 shattaring: 2) the Caucasus army would be brouzht iato
great perlly 3) the staliagrad forces, althourh surrounded, ocould be supplied

by air. (Note: Source was rot present at the cenference when this point

wns discussed, but Zeitzler told him that Glring had glven this assurance.)
At this time I prepared a study for a counter-offensive from the West to
reliove the Paulus army and restore the situation in Stelingrad. Coneclusion

, of the study was that such a counter-offensive from the weet would require 25

divigions and could not be launched before March 1843. The alternative was
to order the 6th Army to withdraw and break out of the encirclement to the
West. Hitler remeined obdurate and Paulus wes not given the arder.

In December two Panzer divisions under General Hoth pushed from the south

to within 60 kilometers. of Stalingrad. . The gap between the two forces was | :

only 20 kilemeters. Apain Zeitzler asked Hitler for an order to braalk out and
again Hitler refused on tba ground that FPaulua' forces cnuld not establish
aontact wilth *hth.

Ueniwhile, the pain German front was, pushed weatward and by the middle of
Deoomber conditions in the encircled area were becoming desperate. The Luftwaffe
falled in the matter of uugplv. e estimated that a minimum of 300 tons of pup-
plies daily wore required. | This figure was only reached on cne day, the average -
transport being from 80 to 200 tuns.

It should bﬂ noted tth Genar&l Seydlitz, commanding the LI Corps in
Paulus' Army prepared a momorandum for the Commander, early in November, urging

‘him to give an ordor to withdraw and break out of the trap without formal orders
- from the Fllhrer Hg. Paulus' position was that because of radie comnections he

wan nevor out of touch with the Suproma Command end thersfore could not give -

"such a command on his own raapnnsibility¢ Manstein, who took commsnd of the

Army Group Don in.November 1942 wag first of tho opinion that a withdrawal was
not necessary. In Docomber he hoped to fight Paulus free by the Hoth thrust
from the North. By the middle of Decomber ha thought the arder should be given
but could not overcome Iitler's objeotiona.

Altogether we lost at Stalingrad alemanta of 18-20 divisions totaling
265,000 men uf “whom it wes estimated thht 140,000 were taken prigoner,

| \
QUESTION: Did the General ﬁtarf nxgaut suuh a puwurrul Russian ununteruttaok
in tha winter of 1942-45? ' ; \ _ 54
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HEUSINGER; « I wns not nnticipﬂtnd in guch strongth. Tho sltuation to the

north of our lonp Stalingrad line was not clear to German intelligence. I do _
" pot bsliovﬁ'thq'Huauiana'thnmﬂblvoafantinipatad'Buch groat success.

QULSTION: What wauld'ydu'any was the most important result of the Stalingrad
catnstrophe? T : . :

HEUSINGER; Stalingrad was the turning point in the war, politically and
militarily. It was 'then that objective military authorities came to the cone

- clusion that Germany must escepe from the two=front war. It was on this
ground that opposition to Hitler's leadership developed. It was felt that

poulitical aetlon in the direction of pesco with either the Westemn powars or

‘hussia should bu taken. Gensral von Treekow was ome of the first to discuss

the eituation frankly with his napocintes. It was felt that Runsia wnas the
grester dangor to Gormeny and Europe. Therefore poace should bo made with the
Viestern powers on their cwn Egrms with full puarantees for the future. They
could hold out apainst Zuseih. It was further reslized that Hitler would
never ngree to such a move, moreover, the NS regime would be unacceptable to

Sritaln and the United Stntes. Both would have to go. From these ideas came ;

eventually the rutsch of 20 July 1944,

QUESTION: Was the Eastern point of view = with Russia against the West =~
represanted in these discusaicona? ' -

HEUSINGER: Not strongly represented in the OFW and OKH but by the Seydlitz

 Broup in Russia. They appreciated the situation and Seydlitz perhaps wanted
. to play the role which Generpl Yorck had played at Taganrog. He was an able
‘man and en idealiet. DBut thé scolution advocated in the "Freies Deutschland”

was not acceptable to the group at homo.

QUESTION: And what wuu'ﬁhe-#ast importent military result of Stalingrad at 2

the strategical level?’ ; _ :

HEUSINGER: From Stalingrad %ntes the continuous effort of the General Staff
te shorten the Dastern Fromb. It wons a basie military necessity. Our losses :
ware Lewvy. Tho Iteliar expeditionary forcde - which was not equal o the
rigore of worfare in Russlcesms withdrewnm and the Fumanien divisions were
cithor lost or dlsorgenized.| The supply preblem on the southern front vme :
always critical. Ir the winter of 1042-43 I met daily with Generals Gierke
end iiagner to fix prioritles/for the one available railroad supplying this

+ front.

VII. GEFERAL STAFF STUDY OP MIDDLE EAST_GAHPAIGH
e ¢

'org -there far-reaching plens for action in the middle East 4f the -
Stalingrad and Caucasus cempaigns had been successful? ' :

FEUSINGER: There were no etrateglc plans but a study was made by Major
Fletorius in my division in the spring of 1942. Extonsive and relisble data
wnn lacking but the problem set was tho possibility of a drive from the
Caucesus to the Persian Gulf with three objectives: 1) to occupy the Persisn
oil aren; 2) to oxort political pressure on Turkey; 3) and if posaible to

link up with Rommol in Egypt at the Suez Cenal. The conclusions of the -study
woros 1) Owinp to climatic conditions it would only be possible at certain
roncons of the year, 2) Bocauze of the supply problem only three Panzer corps .
(6 divieione)} could be omployed. 0il could come from Maikop but food and
munitione would have to be sent scross the sea to Botum and nlso over Turkish

and Iraq railways.3) The last but basic condition was that Ruseia be defeated - % . -.

ond the Gorman army be froe in this direction. If all these conditions
existed the campalgn could be undertaken with prospects of success. Those
were the limits of Gonersl Steff atudies. XNo studies were mads of a drives to
India and a link-up with the Japanese. The idea was too fantastie and outaice
the field of mlilitary scienoce.

-B-
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: ' HEUSINGER: Ff}h{, thgﬁ i ﬁuanian ﬂigh Command wuuid endeavor to exploit *f';
its successes on the southern front. The major blow would come there in anm

: ¥ s ol
- /LJI-}'Z‘:I"&
VIIl. NARTOWER AR OIGLNIZATICNAL DIFFICULTIES '

QUESTION: A German .press announcement on 21 June 1942 stated that German
losaep on tho Eant Front in the first yoor were 271,000 killed and 65,000 :
missinm. Are those fipurcs substentially correct? And whet was the propor=
tion of wounded? Al ] S 1 g T

AEUSIKGER: I think they areiapprnximntuly corroot. Of course our losses
inoreased with Stalingred. ?hareaftar in 184%-44 our averags monthly lomses

cnn the Enst Front were 150,000 killed, missing and wounded. Our replacement
rate was only 100,000 per menth, 50 we had o constant manpewer lose of 50,000
por month. 1 do-not recmll the number of wounded during the first year of

the Ruseian campaipn, but the General Staff wsually estimated five wounded

for one killed.: Henco the Genaral Staff's constent concern to shorten the

line of the Eastern Front, : :

The dwindling manpower reserve orédated periocus organizational diffi-
culties and ‘disputes, This was one of the most hotly debated questions of
military policy in the German Wehrmacht. Should the inorement of new recruits
and soldiers recovered from wounds be used as replacomonts to maintain tho
active divisicns or should they be used to organize new divisions? The
General Staff always took the peint of view that new recruits should te fed
ictg the old divisions to keep them up to strength. New men benefitted from
the uxporierce of their comrades and their cormandere. Furthesr, oew divisions
and new corvanders have to méke all the mistekes of tho older unitz before thoy’
ire battlo-wisd, The Goneral Staff view did not prevail. Hitler insisted on
using wwvollsble manpowor to organize new divislonc. Hie ressons were thei new
men, trained together and with new leadsrs have more espirit and are not bur-
dened with the tradition and spirit of the old unit. The Waffen-55 was par-
ticularly favored. Hitler gaw in these his only reliable unite. They foucht
woll, one must admit that, but owing to the cormanders and the lack of exper- ;
lence their losses in men and rmateriel were mlways much higher than in regular
army units. ; :

After Stalingrad it was|deci&ad to take 250,000 men from the Luftwaffe
for the ground forces. The éanar&l Stoff proposed to retrain these men and
uee them as replacements for|acti?e divislons. GYring wes opposed end Hitler
supported him. Source was present when GBring saidi "I cannot have my
Luftwaffe men in Army uniforms.” As a result twenty Luftwaffe Field Divisione
(Luftwaffenfelddivisionen) were organized. Their treining was mnot the best i
and the commenders end staffs were not too well qualified. Those units fought -
woll in positional warfare but in actions where mobility was required they were
cut to pleces. Thus we wested manpower instead of conserving it. B

~ In all these matiers Zeitzler shared and represented the views of the ]
General Steff but he could not move Hitler and GBring. Many divieions had to
be dirsolved after thoir first heavy engagemonts. o

Hltler was fascinmted by numbere. He reckoned in numbers of divisions
and not in their strength uriquality. In this connection the high series
mmbers used in designating Germen divisions was a cemouflage measure in imie
tation of the Ruesian practice. R Ry I

IX. DEVELOPYVENTS ON THE BAST FRONT - 1943 :
QUESTION: What wes the Genorsl Staff estimate of the situation on the East
Front iﬂmed;atﬂlg_q{?a;_ﬁtg}ipgrpd?
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attempted breakthrough aimed lat rolling up the Manstein forces 'ageinat the | - 2’_ﬁ;6~

~ Black Sea. This was correot, The Russian effort took the form of a wide
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*0 Hitler inaisted on hblding the Nikopal bridpehead until we were forced hastily

to' execute {lankine attacks to pineh off an armored spesarhead. =

~to form s shorter front, and Htler whe positively refused to accept the ad- ;
:

T oroseing.
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right winpedrive townrd the lower dnepr. Second, apainst the Army Group
Conter attacks would bLe made but not na stronz as in the south. Third,
apainat the Arry Group North an offensive would be launched to relieve
Leningred. In thé ﬁnin'thatnlfarccnata ware corroct. DBut Hitler sald that
the Russians wete too weik to launch a strong offensive.

The General Steff plen to counter the anticipated Russien blow in the :
south was the Orel-Kursk offensive. Hitlor agreed to the plan. It was known
that the main Ruseinn forces were aseenbling in this area for the take-off.
But the latest date for the beginning of the Gorman operation set by the
Genoral Stnff was 10 Juno. As the sttack was delayed beyond the time when
succoss could be expected, the Goneral Staff wished to call it off, Hitler,
however, insisted on carrying out the plan although action did mot begin
until § July. After 10 June the General Staff proposed to hold the forces
north and south of the Orel-Kursk salient and strike the Fussipns in the

flanke as they pushed out of this great asxembly aren. A%t that timoe we

knew acourately what the Russians had on the front and a fair iden of theipr
immediate reserves, but we did not know what they had in depth.

L | f
_ The plan fuiled of its objectivee. Huseian strenzth haod been built up.
Qur tank Jormatlions here sncountered, for the firat time, {the Russlazn Paprer
adlenae which dspanded vporn the selfwpropelled anti-tank pune, deployed as a
barrier, icstead of tark trapa. In rovement tho sntle=tank guns fellewod the
tanks in the broakthroupgh thon peoled off on the sides to form o defensive
sereen for the f{lcnks of tho armordd column. It thus became rore diffisult

By the summer of "1543 Russian materiel and taotics had shown a marked
improvement and of course the materiel had increased enormously in guantity.
Russinn infantry was no better tactically, but owing to military successes
the morale was higher and the troops were boldar,

From Stalingrad on as our resources declined it was a constant strugple
between the General Staff, which wanted to pull the entire eastern line back

vico of the Chief of the Ariy Genersl Staff. In the spring of 1943 I proposed
to Zeltzler a planned withdrawal to a line from Fipga to Odesge. Such & '
shortoned fromt could have been held. <very withdrowel on the Best front was
forced and improvised exeept ono. The withdrawal of the Army Group Center
from Vyesma to the line VitebeleeOrsha«Gomel was propeosed by the General Staff .
and ordered by Hitler. B5But that was the only ore. lNoreover, Hitler would :
not permit the preparation of fortified defense lines ign the areas to the rear !
of the front because, he peid, if commenders and men knew thet defonze posi- !
tiens were behind them they would ‘fall baek rather than stand firm. All the i
reporte of German fortified lince with resounding nam9s, on the East Front S
Wwore pure proprgenda. There woere no fortifications on the Don, the Dmepr, or
the Vistula. Hitler ordered the sonstruction of positions on the west benk
¢l the Dnepr in Aug 1943 bub they werc not prepared when our troops made the

The exploitation of the Krusk-Orel thrust carried the Russian forces to
“iev on the Dnepr. The Russisn orossing to the west bank and the ostablish~
ment of bridrehends wae a surprise. Further south, as the Russians sourht to
mll up the front agninst the Black Sem, the German forces woere in great danger. -
The General Staff wantcd to pull the southern wing back to the Dnestr but

to withdraw. It was the same with the evecuntion of the Crimeon. It was pro=
posed in good time by the Goneral Staff, but rejocted. It was proposed a =
800 ond timoc to evacuate and again rojected by Hitler. Ke argpued that if we . i
evacuated the Crimea we would lose control of the Black Sea, and Turkey would !
come into the war. The Chief of the Army Genersl Staff arpgued that if we : _-5'?
dolayed until driven out we would lose the Crimea, Turkey would come inte Lhe

: : ; g Jﬁ!}
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war anyw&yr and 'in sddltion wé'waule suffer heavy military losses. In the
Crimoa we saved only remnants of* the 7 Humapisn and 6 German divisions.
Exactly the same pattern of actlon and argument uprolled whon the General
Staff recommended @:plnnnﬁd;withdruwal from Leningrad to Narva on the
porthorn front and subsequently from Narva to the Riga Dwina line. When we
wore drained of militery manpewor to defond the frontiera of Germany wo had
400,000 men in Finlané and Horway, whieh, had measures been taken in time,
oould have boon withdrawn and made use of. And the war endaed with & large
foroce pocketed in Courland which could have besn brought lnto the homeland.
Thus Hitler operated with political and economic motives but lived in mili-
tary 1llusions. ' :

X. DEVELOFUEKTS ON THE EAST FRONT - 1944

QUESTION: Did eny appreciable number of Gerwen troops break out of the
Chorkascy oncirclement in Feb 1944 or wot that Dr. Goebbels' propegenda?

. HEUSTHGER: Elements of six divisions were trapped here. They were not withe
drewn in time because Hitler hoped to hold the area s a bridsehead for a
counterattack towurd Kiev - a pure illugion. When the order to bresk out was
g¢iven it was tou late. Seventy-five porcent of the persomnel did get through
hut overy piece of eguipment exoept hand weepone was lozt. The units were
smashed and unemployable without reorgapization.

QUESTION: What was the outstarding &eveloPmant on the Esst Front in 10447

. FEUSINGER: The course of events was much the same as in 1943, The same
problems - manpower, materiel and strategy; the Fenaral Stafl proposing
shortening of the front and Hitler ocpposing.

Most importent of the reverses was, of course, the breskthroush agalnet
the Army Group Center and the Russian advance to the Vistula. The breakthrough
came in June. -Later, after the attentat of 20 July, it was whispered about in
the Farty and hinted in the press that the disaster to the Army Group Center
was caused by the tremson of the Commanders. This ig sbsolutely falge. The
real ceuses wero: 1) a front of 400 kilometers with 23 kilemeters por division
and only two divisions in reserve - the "TFeldherrnhalle®™ and the "20th Pz.
Division." 2) The Hussians made better tactical use of their artillery and
armor then in any previous ettack. 3) They concentrated their air strength to
smagh at our transport lines; thers was no ireason by the commenders. Tho
General Staff had proposed, in the spring of 1944, to pull both Army Groups
Worth end Cencver back to shortar and more defensible lines, but Hitler would
not agroe. ' ; R i

: A mojor faéfor in the breakthrough wag' the concentration of Garman forces
on the southarn’ front. The Ueneral Staff concluded in the spring of 1944 that
the main Russisn sffort would coms in the south because of Russia's Balkan
inksrests., Thes bulk of her armored forces were ccncentrated on this sestor.
This was well known to us. We had to take countermeasures and concentrate

our major strength to meet the mnticiputed offensive. The action on the front
bogan with g preliminary drive spainst the Army Group Center. The Rusaians
found it softer than they expected, broke through, end pushed on to the

Vistula. Two weoks later came the expected pffensive in the south. Our forces '

werc inadequate snd the push into the Balkans suaceeded. Bulgaria end Rumsnia
went out of the war and the juncture with Marshal Tito's forces was effeoted at

Belgrede. ;
X1, | BITLER AS' SUPREME COLMANDER

, Ta the course of interrogation source made a number of commenta on Hitler
as Supreme Commander, which can best be brought together in one section although

e 52009, 21 i
TR mn leﬂﬂuvﬁ Hﬁ. ﬁ t“'.l‘.’- [T TR T l-"rl.-'_.._— ﬁ ::._-__T—":f{

58

14




!
|
1
!
!
}
1

e —r—————rr—r— T E———

i S <l i

il i i b

.

PREIRT S a——

n*n-,D-DﬂD Direct St !' t ol e

Gt A P E ey
the oripinal saquencs of the rnﬂnt?n ia not hero rﬁproduuﬂd-
]
Source stated that Lo fﬂﬂﬂrml staff reports showlng statistically thﬂ
military impossibility, of raintaining a certain position or achieving a
dosirod objoctive, Hitlop nlwmya hnd one stock anowor: Numbers did not
oount; evarything dnpnndbd upon dutnrwlrntlon nnd falth.”
o]

In the campaipgns 1n-1§42 conaidurablﬁ latitude tras glven thc Army Group
Commandors in executing the plans for mchiaving their assipgned cbjectives.
After Stalingrad not oven minor opcrabticnal docisicns could be made by com=
mandars without the approval of Hitler. Not o single division could be moved
into or out of the front|without the cencurrence of the HQ« Army and Group
commanders would smy to pource why not send a corporal out to command, we have

"' no freedom of decieion, no responsibility, and only recelve and pass cn orders.

Evaluating Hitler's qualitiso as A Supreme Commander, source remarked
that "He dlirected 200 divisions as he would & company."

According to source, Zeitzler did not hesitate to opposs Hitler on mili-
tary questions snd elweys made a strong presentation of the Army General Staff
views., If there was sompthing of unusual importance which he wanted toc put
through, but which was opposed by Hitler, Zeitzler would not present it at
the situation conference| but would secure an irnterview - uaually at 22 hours =
end have it out with the| Fuehrer then. Gen. SCHERFF was usually the only other
person pruaent at thﬂse diaauﬂnions. In the long run Hitler would only
tolerate " yeu mern. " -

Thera waa nna edmmander whﬁm he feared and distrusted hecause he recog=

‘nized his great gifte and because the professional army leaders regarded him

ag the ableat of all Gorhan soldiers = that was w. HHHBTEIH- He would have
been the ery'a choice for Comnonder=in=Chief.

XIT. REASONS FOR REJECTION OF GAS VARFARE

QUESTION: What wes the view in Cerman militery edireles of the use of gaa in
warfare? j .

HEUSINGER: The use of gas was rejected for {ive ressons: 1) Wo were only able
to equip front-linn troops with pood ges defense equipment. Only old=stype
equipment was available for the other forces. .2) To use gas when the enomy

has sir superiecrity would be entastrophie for the civilian populstion. 3) Gas
munitiona had to be thrust far back in the production echeduling in view of
our other requirements. 4) In mobile operations gas creates diffioult tactical
situations. 6) Our axpariannua i.n gae warfars in the World War did not reoom=--
mend i.t as a.wan.pun. vt e . b
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SPANISH CIVIL WAR 2

QUESTION: Did the German Wehrmacht derive eny valuable lessons from partici-
pation in the Spenish Civil War?

HEUSINGLR: Tactically and straterically we learned nothing. The General Staff

was not directly concerned. Experte from the Air Ministry and the Ordnesnce

O0ffice went to Spain to test and observae the performances of their materiel.

The Russians did the same. The Air Force doubtloss acquired valuable tactiecal
.uxpuriencu, but the ground forces little. The German volunteer legion had a

el

7 stalf but it was mainly conocsrned with administration. Tt was not a eonmand
staff. General Viarlimont wns the firat chief and he was sueceoded by Gen.
Sperrle and finally Gen. Riochthofen. They mey have advised Franco unefficially

in operational matters, but I hawve no knowledge of that.

The materiel which was sent to Spain for teating was doubtless shipped by

sen either camouflaped as ordinary freight or sent in pieces and reassembled
there. : -

II. PRE=WAR MILITARY POLICIES

QUESTION: Did tha Belgisn doclaration of noutrallty in 1938 have mny offeot
: upon German military planning ¥ ' i

HEUSINCGER: I do not reeall the declaration. The declaration of the Belglan o i

kins in 1939, after tha outbrealk of +the war, that Delgium would defend ker 7
neutrality against any Afgressor did not affect operational plens ns the ; f;

dircctivee for the carpeipgn in thne West were based from the beginning on the =
gccupation of Holimnd and the merch throuzh Belgium. It ray well be, but it

is not n matter of knmwledge to me, thet Hitler thought that when Britain and fi B0

Fronce undertook offensive paretions they would move into Balgium. Purther- ff
more, thie wae supported, in pars, by the then disposition of Belgian forces,

——

+ which wers councentreted on the German frontier while the Franco=Belgian bordsr ,1.-3
var relatively sposking unguarded., ' . |
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QUESTION: To what extent were German tactlical doctrines kept secret bafore
15391 |

HEUSINGER: Only the usual clagsification for combat and troop training
manuale wes maintained. Buch materials must have been in the hands of the
militery attaches. Since| these manunls had to be distributed to the troops
for training purposes 1t would have been impossible teo keep them secrot.

"QUESTION: 1In 1939 how long a war did the General Staff estimate that Germeny
3 : could conduct?|

1 HEUSIRGER: Naturally, that Eﬂpﬂﬂdﬂd upon the number and strength of our op-
B ponents. In 1939 we estimated one year. The OKW envigaged a long war with
the greatest doubt and apprehension. One heard repeatedly the waming "For
God's enke no long war" (Um Gotteswillen nur keinen langen Krieg)., In 1933
1 Hitler assured v. Brauchitech that Enpland ond France would not declare war
1 when Germany moved against Foland. The General Staff expscted a war of two

: or three monthe duration. After France and Enpgland declared war the opinion
E was that it would last a long time but no definite time woe predicted. TDoth
‘. ~  Brauchitsch and the'Chief of the General Siafl hed grave doubts as to
Germany's ability to oconduct a prolongad etrugele.

In the general plenning 1t wes estimated that we would require a four
month's reserve of armaments and munitions to carry through the peried of
conversion to war production. At the outbreek of the war, however, we had
only a two months' reserve. This gap was bridped during the inactive pericd

<7 of the war between the Polish end Western campaigns.

) QUESTION: Did technical difficulties delay the development and equipment of
] the Wehrmacht before 19397 Wore there serious failures of Germen
tanke during the march into Austria?

AEUSINGER: There were many difficulties in arming and training the new

i : Wehrmacht, The tempo waz forced by the political authorities. e lacked
trained officers and KCOs. Design and developmsnt were hurried through and

: weapons put into mass productlon without the careful testing customary in

Y J - the Germen army. The result was numerous fallures when they were placed in

; the hande of troops. The old model 81 infantry rifle wae tested and eltered

4 . over a period of 7 yeare befors it was issued to Lthe troops. In the rearma-

& . ment period everything wns done in a tromendous hurry. Armament rroducers

E were often deleyed in their deliverles by shortapres of necessary mechine tools

b and lack of skilled preduction pprsonnel,

i '

a : There were many tank failures in the march inte Austria. At that time

q . wo only had the Mark I and II tenks which we called "tin=boxes" (Blechkisten),

'] There were fow Mark IIIe and Mark IV did not exist, These tanks wers very
primitive mnd there were countless breakdowns.

.f QUESTION: How did the Gensral Staff view the poaslbility of a Prench attack
: in 1938 at the tire of the Sudeten crisis?

EUSINGER1 The General Staff was of the opinion that a French attack in the
Woet would have broken through as our fortificatione were noi somplate, now
were they in 1239 when the French could have broken through slthough at
heavier cest. The West Viall was only completed from Trier south to the Rhine
in 1939. Northward it was incomplete and without any depth. - After 1940 cone
struction ceased. To & certain extent the West Wnll was a bluff like the
Atlantiec Wall. With regard to the latter it was impossible to fortify the
entire comet and every military man must have coneluded that & landing and a
penetration of five kilometers would end all difficultiss as far as fortifioca-
tions were ooncerned. : ; \
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III. PLANNING OF THE WESTERN CANPAIGN

QUESTION: Who were the outstanding streteglical plﬁnneru in the German
General Staff before 19337 Was there anycne who could be com=
pared with von Schlisffen?

HEUSINGER: No, thers wes no v. Schlleffen. In professlonal circles +he
followins were the most nizhly regarded: 3eck, Inlder, lianstein Hzinrieh
Stllpnagel (shet on 20 July), Fritseh, and Brouchitsoh. Also Fundstedt ale
though he was not me active in the War Ministry. Genoral Beck wae undoubtedly
the preatest spirit in ths General Staff. However, he was always of the
oplnion that war would be o catastrophe and in thia opinion he found a great
friend in Gen. Gomelin., In the Genoral Stnff we always sald that Gensral
Halder and General Manatein had received "the necessary twa drops of the
wiasdom of Selomon™. In the top level of the General Staff, von Manstein was
regarded as the ablest and most original planner. That iz also my opinion.
However, thers wns no von Schlisfflen.

QUESTION: Who really originanted the plan for the 1940 campaign in the Went?

HEUSINGER: The firast plan for sn offensive campaign wae formulated in
Hovember 1939. In substance 1t was n repetltion of the 1014 v. Schlieffen
plan, As the start of the campaign was delayad, doubts nrose as to the \
achlevemsnt of any surprise with this plan. The baslo idea of the new plan ==
the breankthrough at the Ardennes, crossing of the Meuse and the trapping of
British, French, end Belgian forces in the nerth by pushinz the tank forces
through to the channel -- cems to several minds at once. And in Justice it
should be seld that one of these was Hitler's. However, Gen. v. Manstein,
then Chief of Staff to Marshal Rundstedt, doserves the greater credit. He
worked out the plan and proposed its adoption. The order was piven to the
Cperations Divieion in Feb 13240 to replan the campaign slong the proposed
lines. From Feb 1940 to May 1940 the plan waa subject to the sharpest criti-
cism. JAmong the critices was General Guderian, who described the plan as n
"erime against Panzers™. General Halder deserves the credit for defending
the plan against all critice and insisting upon its execution. Goneral Bock
was also opposed to it and appealed to the Chief of the General Staff,

Halder said onco that he would stick to the plan if the chances of succeeding
were only ten per cent.

QUESTION: Why did Hitler teke all the credit for planning the campaipn in hig
Relchetag epeech after the armistice with Frince?
| |
HEUSINGER: Hitler was opposed to popularity for any of his generals or mili-
tary leaders. Hitler did net want another Hindenburg. This was a conszidered
policy, I believa.

QUESTION: If France and England had declared war on Germany in 1938, did the
General Staff think Russia would Join then?

HEUSINGER: Xo, up to and including the Anschluss with Auvetria it warp felt
at the moves in foreign policy were German national questions based on

legltimnte claime. Even Gen. Beck supported the Anschluse. There was mno

division of opinion among the General Staff until the Sudeten crisis and the

cceupntion of Prague. [The dangor was then clear and epposition to the policy
of mdventure developed.

QUESTION: Did the conelusion of the Russian non-apgrreseion pact result in any
changes in the plans for the FPolish campaignt

UEUSINGERs Not at all. There was no tims. to change the plans.

| 3. i I 125
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IV. CANPAIGH IN FRANCE AND BELGIUM

QUESTION: From the standpoint of German operations did the capltulation of
the Belgian Army in June 1940 have an important effect upon the
fate of the Dunkirk pocket?

HEUSINGER: It was, of course, a velcome relief o the German foroes, which
otherwise woculd have been prevented from exerting direot pressure upon the
pocket from the north snd the east. The British were of course already cut
off from contect with the Prench on the south. Their evacuation might have
been less difficult had the Belpian held on the flank, but for the latter
the situation was hopolesa. They could not have broken out snd thair sur-
render would have been forced in two or thres dayB.

QUESTION: Was realstance op the Belgisn frontisr in 1940 preater than had
been expected? :

HEUSINGER: It wae about what we had anticipated. North of Lisge resistance
was heavier - more determined. 3ut eleewhere shout ee expected,

QUESTION: How were Gonersl Veyrandt's dafense measures, before the resump-

tion of the German attack southward, regarded by the General Staff?

HEUSINGER: We were definitely surprised at what he acoomplished in so short

a time. Ho devised and instituted at many eritieal points an anti-tank defense

tactle which proved quite effective. Woodlots, villapges and farm buildinge
wore established as anti=tank strong points and theése served as n chasaboard

defense in depth that gave our tank forces trouble, The l4th Panrer Corps was

caught end held for two days in such & defense gyetem. In the course of the

war the development of successful defsnce againet Fanzer forces followed this
* prineiple.

Strategically he took measures which Gamelin had failed to take when he

brought all available troops out of the ¥aginot 1ine and moved them to the left

wing to meet the weight of the German attack over the Seine. Operationally thie

was the correct move which Gamelin had not made,

QUESTION: How well informed was the German High Cormend on the state of
British defenses after Dunkirk?

FEUSTHGER: Very well informed. A1l esquipment of the axpeditionary force was

lost and we lmew thet there were few reserves of men and materisl in the

homeland. Eh?er in nodern times has Dritain been in a more eritical situatien.
Only = mean like Winaten Churehill could have brourht the country through such

8 crigls. We had no plens for an invaeion and no equipment and spmclally
trained forcos with which to undertake the invesion. Hence the delay, the
hesltation and finally Hitler's decision not to risk it. Whether wa should

have riglked it is of course now only a matter of historical interezt., Admiral

Wagner with whom I have dlscussed this question recently and who was then
Chief of naval operations is of the opinion that it would have failed, I
think i1t could have been dons. NMiliterily, this was for us one of the lost
opportunities of the war.

With regard to the air attack in August and September == the Battle of
Britaln -~ I c¢an only apeak from the etandpoint of the Army. It was not
thought pogalbls to conquer Britain from the air. The objective was to

dostroy British air powsr and gain control of the mir. This failed, English

Airoraft were preater in number than estimated or Britain's production wns
higher than estimated. By tha middle of September 1t was chvious +hat the
ettack apgainst London would not be decisive, Our losses in aireraft from
improved flak and other defenso meéasures became too high in proportion to
results echieved. The nir attacks were then switched te new objootives ==
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the production and armement plans became the targets with a view to knocking
~° out or delaying British rearmement. PBut in my opinion thess weras only aube
i stitute objectlives flxed after the feilure to achieve the first main objec-
i tive -- to destroy the British air power and gain control of the air over
Londen end the Scuth coast. '

! V. PLANNING OF THE RUSSIAN CAMVPAIGN

_QUESTION: When did the Operstions Division recelve the order to prepare

plans for the'Husqiqn:cqqgaign?, e S

HEUSINGER: In December 1940. There were previous discussions and prelimi-
nary studiee outside our Divieion but the detalled study and planning began
™ s 1ln Decembar.

QUESTIONs Did General Marcks have alything to do with the planning?

s

FEUSINGER: General Marcks, who was m General Staff Officer, commanded a
- division in the Western Cempaign but wos without en essignment in the autumn
of 1240. While the Army High Command was at Fontminblesu, General Ialder
p ' aseigned General Marcks to meke a sbudy -- not a detalled plan == of a cam=
: paign against Russia. In its main features it did not differ greatly from
the final plen prepared by the Operations Civisions. Genersl Hllpert also
made a study which wes examined nnd evalumted in the Cpereations Division.
General Hilpert propcsed a massine of force on the Gemman right in Rumania,
] " placing the main effort in a wide encircling movement toward Moscow with
; limited advance and holdnpg operationa on the left and center. The plan wae
rejected because the rmilroad lines and connections through Rumania would not *
¢arry the necessary volume of traffic.

e St

Hitler's directive for the plamninpg of the campaign fixed the objectives
80 rigldly that in effect it determined the mnin features of the rlan. These
. objectiven weres 1) Conquer and occupy the Ukraine as quickly as possible.
! ' 2) eatablish contact with Finland a% the cnrlisst possible moment. These ob-
4 - Jectives dictated the simultaneous right and 1aft blows of the Gormen forces,
whlch was the outetandinr feature of the final plan of the campaign. Different
t.. ~ obJectlves, or a less rigid directive, would have resulted probably in a 4if-
{ ", ferent plan. :

[FEy
1 . QUESTION: Did Hitler or the General Staff exprect a Russian winter campalgn in
19417 WWere any preparations made? i

: HEUSTRGER) The original timetable called for the launching of the campaign inm

i ¥ay, with the objoctives to he reached in five monthe, that i1z in October. But
the campalpn did not begin until late June bringing the terminal dats into

“ lovember. Originally, Hitler, the C in {, and tre Chlef of the Genaral GLaff
agreed that whersver they stood 1n Noverher they would close dowm operntions.

! ; llowever, they pambled with tha weather which in the late autumn was favorable,

: ' Just as it was to Napoleon in 1812, and kept sayinz "we can risk it", Then

cama the bitter weather and the German armies started to retresat,

A3 far as wintor preparations wers concernad, mweazurecs had heen talken by
the supply serviecss, but they were inadequate, Clothing was prepared for ro
hard German winter, but it was innddquate for a eevere Russian winter. The
traneport failed because German locomotives wors net oquipped for extrerely
low tenperatures. Moroover the Russians in their rotreat destroyed nll ihe
water tonks and this oroated onormous difficultien in train opsrntiona, The
campalgn should have been halted enrlier and hecessary measures teken to hold
the poritions alrcady taken. ¥hen the German armies began to retreat Hitler G4
diemissed Brauchitsch and personnlly took command. He always maintained :
L. theroafter that he persenally saved the Cerran Army from the fate that had
overtaken Xenolecn's farcer in tho retrest from lorpow, :z;
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1 I. OPERATIONS OIf THE EBAST FRONT,1944-1945

QUESTION: Approximately wuat proportion of German foreces on
the Zzet Front in 1944 were stationed on the southerm sector?

HEll5ING. R: About 65 per cent of the foreces were stationed on the
front irom Kiovel, which was the dividing point between the Cen=
tral and souihern sectors, south to the Black Sea., On the nor-
thern sector, ineluding Army GroupsCenter and Worth, about 35
per cent. 0f the armored forces 80 per cent were in the south
and 20 per cent in the north. This disposition of forces was
made to meet the main concentration of the Russian forces on the
1 Eant Front.

QUESTION: Why were German forces left in Courland instead of
1 wlthdrawing them for the defense of the homeland?

1 HUUSINGER: On several occasions in 1943-44 the Arny Generasl Staff

proposed to withdraw the Army Group North to a shorter line.
i According to General Zeitzler, Hitler advanced the following
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reasons for not withdrawing: 1) the political effect on

Finland; 2) lose of naval control in the Baeltio; 3) proteotion
of the shale 01l deposits near Narva,

Von BONTIN: TLater, after 20 July 1944, it was just the same,
Guderian wanted to pull these forces basck end eatablish a
stronger defense line but Hitler would not agree. It 1a {true
that our forces in Courland pinned down 200 Russien divisions
in the autumn snd winter 1944. Hitler eould voint to this fact
injustification of his later refusals +o withdraw. However, at
thet time the Russisne could have left only containings forces
and thrown their full strength acainst fast Prussia, which would
have been disastrous for us. Hitler also spoke, guite unrealisg=

' tically, of holding the Baltic enclave ag = political bargain=-
ing card at the end of the war. .

The Russiaons apperently felt that their military prestize
required the liguidation of this enclave as they kept up their
heavy attacks. Because of ground conditions they were unable
to use their Panzer forces effectively. OQur poaitions were

- falrly strong althouzh we had only field fortifications -~ no
ooncrete position=z, At the beginning of the atruggle we had
30 divisions in the area, including 3 Panzer divieions end our
artlllery was relatively strong. Altogether this sector was
more stirongly held than other sectors on the Best Front,
When a breakthrough by these forces and a withdrawal along
the coast to Koenigsberz was propoased, Hitler could not come
to a decision. Toward the end it became impoasible to evacuate
the forces by eea, :

QUZSTION: VWas the Army Genersl Staff surprised by the Russian
attack and breakthrough from the Vistula to the Oder in
January 1945%

Von BONIN: We were aware of Ruasasilan preparations down to the
lagt detall, The Rusaians had been massing strength since the
autumn of 1944, Bezinning in October 1944 the General Staff
proposed the bulldinz up of an operational reserve of tank

- forces to meet the expected blow. But the units assembled ag

8 reserve were drained away for the Ardennes offensive and the
Hungsarien front. Thirteendivisions, with attached unita, went
into the Ardennes campalizn and in the fall of 1944 ten diviasilons
werae taken from this front and sent to Hungary. Had it not besn
for thesewilthdrawals stiffer opposition would ﬂuve been posaibla,
We knew a cataatrophs was in the makinz, When the Russlans laun-
ched thelr attack from the Baranov bridzehead toward Upper Sile-
gia 1in January 1945 the German forces in the area were too

weak to put up a successfgl Aefense,

QUE3TION: Were the Aefense works bullt by the oivilian pPOpU-
lation under the direotion of the Gauleiters of any value to
the German Army?

yon BONIN: These field fortifications in East Prugsia and in the
Arakau ares were well constructed and would have been valuable,
but Hitler always refused to allow the troops to withdraw to
these prepared poaitions in time, Russian tank forces would
break through our front lines and when they reached the forti-~
fied positions they would be unoccupied or held by second rate
troops or Volkssturm unlts, which were of no value whatsoever,
The ordsr to prepare fortifications on the Qder was not glven
until 1 Jenuary 1945,

i st
T e T ol [ T [ Umm‘l-ﬂﬂﬂuiwu"h = - 2 - | P ]




i e e

AR R LT |

t e [N,

RHSTRICL KL
II. GUDERIAN AS ARMY CHIZF OF STAFF
QUESTION : How would you describe the relations betwesn Hitler

and Guderian after the latter became Chief of the Army General
Staff %

Von BONIN: Hitler was 111 for two or three weeks after the
uly attentat. During that time Guderian made his own decisiona.
Hitler was at first disposed to accept his advice. Then, gradually,

~he took everything into hls own hands azaln and the Chief of the

Army Genersgl 3taff became just another adviser. T am convinced
that from Ausust 1944, Hitler was mentally 111. When a proposal
was made he couldn't come to a decislon. He would say that he re=-
quired 24 hours for consideration, Then the decision would be 108 b=
poned for two weeka, [His orders became more and more erratic and
1t was always the same story "too late",

Nothing 1llustrutes his mental condition better than the
agslgmnent of an Army Group Command to Himmler in the spring of
1945, first on the upper Rhine and %then in Pomerania, The attempt
at a counteroffensive against the Russian Oder brigedhead under
the direction. of Himmler and his S8 chief of staff was fantastie.
General Guderizn sent General Wenck, who suceceed me ag chief of
the Operations Division, to assist the Commender but he met with
an automoblile aocident and the operation never really begen. It
wag only a forlon hope anywsy.

QUESTION : What was the average time required to move an armored
division from the Bast Front fo the west in the autunn of 1044 7

Yon BONIN: It required about four days from the time the first
element wag loaded until it arrived at its destination, An
infantry division rlquired between three and four days.
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1. IUTRODUGT ICIL

In the followlns "Study" I shrll endeavor to procent nomo of the mos% |
lmportant declslona of the Germun Supreame Command, and thelr related occur-
rences, which in ay opiniﬂﬂ had decielivo ﬂthtELiC conpagiences or bnsiﬁall;
affected the tntnl military outcome of tha war,

I shall endeavor to porifay how in partlicular circumstiances wllitary
developzants might have asinaped up differently had other decieglons been mde.
In doling this I am conscious of gorious difficultles, It is imposaible to

.pru?n that the course of events would have been exactly thet which I hove

indicated hnd different decislons been feken., "IDut it 1s boyond contredle-
tion that the declolons vhich were made produced unfavorable remilte, The

i -oLoorvations here presented are therefore to be regarded as a "atudy" rather
“than a "eritlque.® Moreover, they are not presented as praacriptiona for a

* military victory, but only 3a sugzestions,

Thia atudy i3 consclously limited % purely wmilitery problems, Similap
political turning peintas during the war could be selectod and 1llunminated,
but they must De lefi %o a political writer, All opcrationsl decisions, that
18 declelons taken by indlvidual commanders durlng the course of the nany

catiralsne of this war are slse left out of account when they had no influanca'

upon the total conduct of the war,

: Gf special slgnificance, on the other hand, is the determination as to
whether the stratesic turning poinis under discussion, in theilr decisive
influence on the subaequent overall condust of the war, wers recognlzod an
such a4 the time the declelons were made; or vhother their decisive atrateglc
congequencas wera only rocoghlzed later. In other words, which stratecic
deelslons wero mwado with full knowledze of theilr importance, and which de-
clolong, on the uantrarr, wara only latar rocognized as having proﬂuﬂeﬁ tha

-gravast cunsaquances.

Source materialu 0T maps are not availahla 1 fherefbre mhst'rely'upﬁn ;
my momory and avold detalls and ntatiatius limiting'mysalf-tnltha broad out-
lines of the problem, ; SR S e T S

U II. STRATEGIC 111G POINTS

1, A Tfipie'Turnihg_Poiﬁt: "Duniiric, ¥

Fbr the Garman conduct’ of the War a tripla atrategiﬂ turning

o pﬂint ie ‘assoclated with the name of Dunkirk:

[

a, At the end nf Mayry 1940 tha English Fﬂrmy was eﬁcirclﬁﬂ end com-
Preseed Into the small prea arcund Dunkirk. The German Panzer unite stood
south of the city ready to strike the finzl blow to disrupt Englisr troop
trun-;oit pruparatiula,l Eitler then issued personally the order o hold up
the attaclc of the Poazer forces. He ismued thls order against all ropro-
sendatlons of hic *lit advicera, beacause on tke Dasiz of his Verld War -
experionce in Flanders he ruga:de* the arez az unsuitable for tanks. In
viow of tho further caspalpgn in France he wished to avold heavy tanlk lossses
and he believed that the Luftwaffa cauli prevent tho loading and trnngpurt
of tha Engllﬂh forces,

The result of this order was Ehu eacape of atrong elementa ﬂf 5
thp Britinh_jrmy althnuvh thuy suffered haawr lannan in men and naxariel.
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Howevor, Drlitain ceyved =% that time her creacrionced units gnd this proserved

‘ the bante elemonts which nerved as the frundation of her new axay, Withnut
_ thenso forcen, that'in with the totcl losa of her continental force, the rapld

preparation of a new.iris rh ﬂrﬁy_wnulﬁ perhnps not have Doon ponnibln. at.
leant nob in such a short time, (an official view from anthoritative Inzligh
quarters on this quastior is.not ¥nowm io we,) Ead Ingland's continental army

" not been saved. the mosot favorable conditions for &n invasion of Britain would *

hove oxioted., Morsavar, 1t 1s poszible that, siven the circunatances, Inzland
would have come %o terma with Germony after the subsequent defoat of Franco,
casuming of course accepiable political proposala by Germany.

These possible consequences of Hitler'as order were fully approeci-
ated at the time the deciclon was made, It wes also made in full conscioue-
ness of 1ts bearins upon the pozsidle outcome of the struggle. Thus this
purely tacticsl docislon had the greatest stra ezical affecta, Perhaps 2
desisive opportunity was passed upl

‘B, In stiil snother connectlon Drankidrk preseits 1tself as = stratezic
surning polnt, The strategis objectlve of the firat phasc of the YWa2etern Cane
palgn, as et forth in the operational plan of Jonkary 2040, called for a beld
sffansive drive from the recsion of the Eifel along the line of the Serre-Somme
and the cutting off and destructlon of all the French, 3ritish and Zelsian
farecn north of this 1ime,  If thic operdbion sicceeded, then in the cecond

pha=s the Irench forges remaining south of this line would bs destroyed. This _”“

" ageond phase followed naturally in consequence of 4he rucgescfal conclusion
" of the first part of the general plan, As far as I know, in the dellberations
. on the second phnse of the campalgn, the possibility of ascaming the defensive

asainst the remaining French forces in order to proceed immedliately to strike
at Incland, in order to deliver the death blow, was not discussed. It was not
recasnized that at this moment we wers faced with a strateglc declslon of the
firat order, tha* la, whether the nain military effort was to be directed
arsivet Ineland or nioinet Franeg, ;

That & direct attacl upsn Inzland eould not be made before the
sabusn of 1940, afler fitensive preperation by the Favy, and elso that-it
vdght be whally dmposeible in view of the fact that the BEritlsh and French fleets
vemeined intact, did not play the decisive role in the conelderation ol this
question, It 4 also nobeverthy that this atrategie turning point does not
appear to have becen sivdn eny conclderation, even net to have boen rocosnized,
It ie also sicnificant that in the winter of 1930-40 no preparations had been
rade for an invasion and that the nececslty, sooper or later, for such an
operatlion ezalnst ths_pﬂinﬂipal_eneﬁy_was not even taken intec account,

Dunklrl: fell and the Britlsh withdrew bo tholr islend. The German Army did
not pureue its encmy, Thus Dunklrk passed unrecognlned as one of the most

important strategle turqing points in the war.

c. In still a third direction DPunkirk possessed a sirategic sig-
niflcance of the higheat importance. If for Germany the firet %wo poszessed . .7
negative clgnificance, the third is wholly positive: the effect upon the coml= ..
paign in Norway, At the vory moment when the battle of Dunkirk was reglng, o5
the swall Narvik foree under General Dietl, presced back to the Swedish borden .-
was waglng a loelng battle azalnst the mperlor enemy force which had landed
in the arvik area, As far as I know, Dietl already had suthority to withe
draw 1f neccrcary to Swedlrh territory and glve up this siruggle. At exactly
thic monent, under the presmure of events abt Dunkirlk, Britaln withdrew her
Narvil oxpedition, Dietl wes saved and Narvik remained in German hands,

Had this long renpge effect of Dankirls not developed, so undoubtedly all of

Worway would have fallen into Eritish hands, The consequéences of much am - @ ' -
event for Finkand and 1n genersl for the later campalgn ageinst Russia would .
have boen almost incalculable, dher ' [t

This in these three directions Dunkirk stands as one of the
atratezlo turning points of the greatest lmportance in the evolution of the war,
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2. A Danish GAfE: Itslile Entry inko the Yar,

Without Veln; urged by Goerodny, Italy entercd the war during the |
last days of the carpalsd acainptl Franea. In noveral Teopocts her entry inte

_ tho conflict becane for Geriany a "Danlch GLft. M Politically this placed a
heavy burden upon Geruany's rclations to Fronce, Vicwed from the economic
standpoint, eritical difficultics arcee owine to Italy's ghorteses in o3l and
corl. MNiliterily, Itallr dLld net fulfill hes taoics,; Bo which her mrmed forces
wero not equal. PBab Abpve all Italy's entry into the war had declsive otra- _
tezlc consequances. Gobmany became involved thereby 1an the Hedlterrarean .. _{.'
problem, %The theater of operations was alse cenolderably expanded. This :

. extenplon of the wor to the lledlterrancen need not have been in itself dig-
advantogeous, . On the contrary, 1t offered important opportunitlen. for the .
prosecution of the war esainst IZngland, But on the ethor band it produced
for Gersieny the danger of dispersal of her military offort. The Gorman High
Comnand did not exploit the possibilitles of the situation but fell victim
to the danger of the disperscl of her power, . :

. Tow evente would h.ve developed if Italy had remained noutral, ee:
vhether ghe could have nalntained her neutrailty for any length of time me
1% is difflcult to say. The fact romalns, nevertheless, that tho consoe
; . quences of Italy's entry into the war were for Germany unfortunate and-
’.- it disadvantegeous.. This extension of the strugzle must be recognized as one
: of the stratezlec turnins points of the Second Werld War,

3. The Fear of Deolsion: Abtanéomuent of the Invasion ef Ercland
After thao F:‘-:-?‘.-:l'h compain and after the fallure of the hope of
bringing the war with Ensland to & conelusicn aleng pollitical lines, the
Germza High Commend foced anew the questlon of how to strive at the nain
enemy, Eritain, On the basis of cxperience 1n the first Yorld War it was
foared that the U-boat wer alone would not be decisive, Therefore, the
declolon was made first to attack Englend from the air and thon to launch an
invasion by land and sea in the event that the Iufiwarfe could not force
Zoglend to make neace. [The necessary prencratioms were then ordared. Lothings
was progared in advence.! All thece reoparavions turned cut to be difficult
- snd’ tlne consuming. The air-atiack upon EZnxland begen iz the micdle of -
I ~ugust 19407 the invacion should have bogun net later than the middle of
Sepbanbar, i : :
i After mich digcnacion and debate Hitler could not come to a declsion,
. The risk apponred to him to be teo rreat., The Havy sand the Iufiwaffe could
not guarantoe the absolute protection of the flanks of the invadins force
acainat the Eritish fleel. Tho technicol cubtfltting of the invasion fleet
vag improvised and thersfidre primitive, Plans and preparations had been too
long delayed, The danrcr of a zerious reverse loomed large, althouch 1t was
hoped that once on land Dritich resistance would be qulclly overcome. Thus .
in thie sltustion the German High Comuand consclously abandoned the plan of = -
& direet atiack upon the principal enemy, riving Britaln the necessary time
to recover from the serdous blow that had been dealt her om the Comtinont,

Tad thero exlsted at thab time the coursge and daring to toke the
vndenlasly arave wioh, there weuld kave enmued for Britaln, In the event of
Geaman sMezess, o ochivatlon frow which could have cmerped o relatively eorly
teraminetion of the war, |Likovise In the ovent of a fallure & cltuation would
“heve fesulbed In which ‘Lr]'lth opporents might have recognized that ther could
not eipeet to overcome the ofher and as a remlt they might hava sought a

compromlioe arrpnsenant, |

-y refusing the ceclsion Hitler sacrificed the possibility of an
carly conclupion of the var and avoided the risk attendant upon explolting a
decisive strategle opportunity, i ;
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After thn r.{r?r:i!?.i{}n not to launch a direct atinck upon Ziyland wes
mede there besan the soarch for the vulnerable points of the Zipire and Lt
overseas Mnes of comunication with a view to the expansion of the U-boat
campalgn. The artva of the llediterranesn offered many opportunities, Here - <
ran one of the life 1ines of the Zupire. The cutting of this line would
undoubtedly bkave created sreat difficultics for Zritzin'ag conduet of tho wax,
Aftor Itzly's entry into the conflict thie life line woc withie imu-dinte
striklng distance. The German High Command cautiouwsly aprroached this problen,

The firat atep wos the premration for the selzure of Gilbraltar in
the winter of 1940-41. Azaln Hitler feared to execute the plan, particularly
in view of the food situation in Spain which would have made necesoary consider-
zble imports from Gernany. Here agnin a eritlical strateglc blow was planned!
tut not earrled out and therefore an Lmportant opportunity was losat,

_ The cecend step wae the dispatch of weak German forces to Libya in
the winter of 1940-41, | There were far too weak to have achleved anything
decirive, Consideratlons for Itallan pride and for Mussalini's position Pro=
hibited inconsldorate Intorvention, Then and lator 1t was always half mea-
sures that wore tnken, which of neceoolty could not produse stccess. '

Horeover, in the third, nost lmperiant and declsive atop —- the
shifting of the entire center of gravity of the war to the Mediterranean in
Aprdl 1241 — the Germen Migh Cemuand vas not adle fully to explolt the op-
portunity. Drawn into the Dallcr campalrn as a resuls of Italy'e unesxpected
atteck upon Greece, and by fzte dravn in the right stratesic direction, the
Corman Hizh Commond Jeiled %o arvive a$ the corcect solution., With “he cone
guest of Orocce end Srote, Germany ha sracedeally 211 of the mohern shores
3E the Hedlterradecn in her zrasp, and in Iidys she pocssadsed a sorinsboard
bowell Zoynt.  In sy oopdnion, by itsing these bases the prospsets of driving -

=

Britalu out of the Mediterrerean ond *hus winndsne o favoradle initial oosia

tion Jow o laber afvince foward the Psrclan Gulf, vere Savoradla degpite all
LY . P -
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vary powed of Gerneny cpuld hawe been determinedly and wecnroniolingly c
commitivd %o the lledlierimucan theotor cad 3he sbretesle center af ovavify

& o meman e A - - o i A i e M , =y L -
sransierrss Lo that owen., I snall not zo dato the politicnl effcets of gugh

ca seilon vpon Markey, ond perhass also upon Russise, whoss politicsl interest
=lshe heve been directed toward the ZTersian Gulf., The milltery line of
etbtock would have been fitralter-inlin-Teypt and the Suer Canal, Daonidte
thia shiftirg of the center of gravity the strength of the German Army would
have remalned adequate for the defense of the Zastarn frontier againat Buenia
in the event that 1t vas not possiblo to hold her politieally on Germanyle
oide. The consequences| of such o stratesy could- scarcely be overemphacized,
I believe Shat 1t-cuu1dihavn been declaive for the ocutcome of the war,

.~ Mltler 41d net choose to follow this road. The idea thab Russia must
be defeabet"{Lrat 'was op firnly hold’ that he rolected the opportunities afforded
by the Hedlterranean Thézter. The road te Zngland's defeat led, in his opinion,
aore gurely by wey of llgzcow than throurh Gibralisr add Szez, ChHerefors only
hell mssoures wore telien at &1l stagez in the Meddbervaneon cadpaizn. It be
ceme in effect the w1litnry theater of half measures and consributed esgentially
to the dlepereal of our|mllitary pover, The strategle podoibllitios of the
Zeditorrancon 4a the var esainat Eagland rerained unesploited, | it Rl W
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Of 1l the a%ralesle turalng polnts in this uer the one productlve
of the mogl cuslcna huqﬂwyhy.ucr war tho atinc: upen Russia in June 1041, for
1t praculca¢1; dolerufned the cateons of the war.

The groznds $hat led to this decision muak thnrefura be uric;ly
slobched. Auong bho dast luportant arc the followinz: Hitler bollev rad that
Rucsla was determ!ned |to ablaci Geraany, certalnly at the latest whan Injland
i presimably alco "‘e. tnlted States wers ready %o invade Xurope, In his
cpinlon this {hreat -..._| a two=ivont war mast ba antlcipated by a proventlve war
accingt Russla, &b the came tli:e he .u.t"'tc.,.. La rea~ve foraver t‘w threat of the
Tast agalnst sSaropo. ahe euperianliy sppeared to him to be especlally fovorcole
ag Goriany 3o5sess cd. at the tlre a wsdern woll-oquipped semy, recently tosted
in battle, while Easclals arsanont apscared $0 be siill in the process of
development. aiurr,wer, he paintained that a Ruseion dolcat -multi cﬂnfsti tute
& declsive dlov agnlnat Zoglond, since Ruscla was the lazt lgontinental sword"
upon which Enzland could bage her hopes.

In aldltion o thess reasons there weve ldsological ad geonomle
grounds, Mowever, declslve for the ostivate of this preblen 1s tho ;‘acﬁti’hn et
to whether the £y at twe ssrunptlons wore wvalid. I belleve thabt Duossla would
havo hesitated a leng|tine beforo-abbacking the Gorman Wehruacht, whilch hml Lown
victorious thus far in all lts canpaigns.  Cextainly che .mu"d unl have attaciiod
in the event of a cospletely succezsful invagien by the ‘esbern powera. VWhether
o successful Invasicn could have besa node without the Lluad letting experleaced

“ by the Geraon Arny on the Zastern Front s a debatable quession.

I belipve further that o declzive German zuccess in the Heditorialiocan
theater az indieabed alove, would nat only have posiponed an invaslion by the
Western powers for a ucnsiﬁ.;rn‘cla tine, btut also that by shkillful poli tical
handling; Russla could have been 'brc:u,_,ht in on- the w:lnnings and kept antranged

from Englaud,

That a declcive defound cl.f Aussia would have been at tho time a serlous
blow to Znclend Lo aduitted but the road to this goal led more eaclly over Suez

than over Loscow,

In any e‘;;q:nh it de 'he:ran-i dispute that Hitler's tasiec decislon to

attack Russia constituted tho Etrat'::gi.c turning point of the war, a turning

podnt, which in my npin-un cold Lavo boen avolded by a lesz artlficlal estimate

“of tho sitastion and dts future possibllitles of devalapﬁnnt. JFor in fact the

tuo -f*ant war wam creqted by this declsion.

l.‘r“ Jeeomes Deciclver Declaration of Mar on the

Ei ._:'-' i 2 :!1.!'1':,
Upktad i Btnleq

'}f

In Decerbor 1941 Gerusny declared war on the United Siates, With this”
events & new factor fl.nlfluf.:nc;n,-_; the future davelopment of militzry eveats cane '
into the foremyound: |[the tiuc factor.  If Puscla was not declslvely defeatcd
belfore the enormous rtacrvas of Amerlcan nznpover and materials could be throvn
inte tha ~cales, and 1f the U-boat wer could not be quickly intensified so that
evon the aneriean chip buildiny program could neot bring the necessary help, thon
a favorable outcomne of the war for Germany could scarcely be reckoned upon,

The tlms factor worked definltely for 4the euonmy. Henceforth, it was under thie
heavy and prossing consideration that allmeasurcs and decisions had to be taken
by the German high comaand., Everything depended upon retaining the initlative
asalnet Russle and deallng her o 'death blow in 1942, At the sane time the U-
boot succossos mast b} ezploited by every means, For Germany the war became a-
race for tlme., Such was the stretegle result of the declaration of war upon the
Unlted States, : : : ¥ -
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Ba Lota of She Inlliative:r Siglisersad and U-bont war,

'."..'i;..‘i T 4-'.2'.‘_,_'“-.}; of Stalln rad, in doouasy 1943, cndoed the
attompt to defeat Dingla. hi:r:."'.'.l"r‘ theroafior a turaing polnt in the U-boal
var, to Gorma 1,-."'1‘.! ﬂ.if"u,wdn.m{;d alse appearcd. At this tlme the inltiativa
qu.lant on Yoth land and tea, It was not poecsible, siven the giratezic
circumstances, to wagata bhe '“i‘lbbifﬁ Lefore the final defrat, All ettenpts

a

i thls direetlion Toileqd,

he turnlug point in the war had come., Germany was Zerced ¢
abondon the offenalvy and asoume tho defeonciva, IMus ddsappeared, in *l"e race
to win time, practicallw 211 of Gormany's proapects, Thore remalned the ques-
tion whether che could hold out au;nﬂ-ivnly untll perhaps a new turaing polint
could be reached in the war by the development of new means of warfare,

The loas of 1."‘*'411115‘ arny at Stalingrad and the turn in the U-boat :

war in the perlod frow Jommary to April 1943 signified the zreat strategic

turning point from offenst to defense, The Gerian High Cornmand appreciated
this turning point with all its fatcM™l oizniflcance. Political consequonces
wero not howevor drowm ~1$u thia turn of eveats, as far as my knowledge cnen.

b, The A.‘ry Bl E!ﬂrh. 5c Death:. Opnrﬂti-nna] P*"iiminles 1943 - 45,
|

"ha mreceds 1&& of tactics over upnrnt;nnnl considerations wan
eatablisked an a leading inGiplﬁ for the High Command in the Tast bezlnning
143 the turn of tha year |19 42-43. After the last attewmt, in July 1943, to

roiain tha Anltlative, Efiler esta®Miszhed de a priw::;.":le for the conduci of

Lhy: wEsray s the Toek fhﬂ folende step o atep of oavery inech of H‘uanu =nd stuab-
born defenpe even ol honmelizas pozitiong, The nethods adopted at Stdingrad,
dezplic thels i::aﬁ;*-:" gonscquences, vere rdopted ag pr‘nciplﬂ* ’u* the
antize Zastern Fromt. I ‘#lm rojected: every suggestlon of falling back to a

shartened Sattle line, As lwell as an? muzgestlan Lo regaln operational op—
‘eactunities through the aloption of mobile def anse tactlics. He insipted
ugon a rigdd defenda.

His reasonp were 2s follows: The idea thht sven a valuntarv
retreat would underitine the morale of the troopa, and a fear that if mobile
tactice wers adopted the battle line would tua.91icmly approach the German
frontieras, To tho forsgoing mudat be zdded the Hope that the Ruspisns would

. be bled whito and the belisf that a short ened fronk; would not be any easler

* to hold, eince the enany would be enabled to concenirate hls forces in a
emeller area. In many ilnstonces, econonie and propazanda considerations alao
played a declsive part. The consequences of thls stratezy were Bimply dig-—
astrous for the Gorman army. One encirclement followed ancother, and there
wara tromendous 1&5*93 of men and materlel, The nucleus of the German Army
was destroyed 1n the IZaot belween 1948 eand June 1944, and thus the ultimate
collapae was propared. Iq greater econony had been exercisod in the Zastern
theater, and LI tho German forces had fallen bacik, beforo it was tca late, to
o new hattln 1line thoroughly prepared in advance, nllowing the enemy to. urenk
his head agalnnt thls line, there presumsbiy would have been avallable in ths
~ Western theator a larger fu“ca ar a defenge azainst the invaslon. The rasult-

int consequences for subsequent dovelopnents in the war might well haVa hesn fﬂr-

rcaahing.

' For the other fronta as well as for the RBastern thentar tﬁa“

e 1 AP
R, o

principle was establiched that nothing should be given up voluntarily, and that
nowhere any part of the front wns to be shortensd to conderve furann, in' ahuril"

“ to defend evar?thim, AN ek lone ﬂ?err‘ahin,,.
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e Incgnis azfe the prineiples of slrateglr adopted in 1943 provented
Geraany from regaining ithe inttiative in anything llke o fdoelaive mannaer. ;
Oorman ormed forces Were scatbered over Yattlefronts of unhenard length, which
they wore no lonjer sbrong enough to hold. These principlon of stratogle com-
mand wore responanible for the eollzpse of the German defensa. '

e, TheI0011aﬁge in Three Dimenslonsi EﬁrﬁingiPniﬁﬁ in the Alr Var,

Durlng the came sime intorval, the lattor part of 1043, thero oe-
carsed aleo the twmind point in she wew in the alp, 1 do nsf Zesl eailed upon
ts 4naquire lats the regeons for this dorelopnent, Ths Jaet pomadne ‘thet zince
the aubuan of 1945 fhe |Gerian ludtwalfle wWas 2o longer able corpletaly to, cerry
out 1ts miseion with the recult that cmployment o? the anglo=ancrican elr foree
actually did exort the decisive influence anticipated by the Itallan General

Touhat bofore the outbreal eof the war.

The consequences canaslsted above all in an increasinz paralysis
ssomtatien, o sieady decrezse oF aymoment output, and thus & gradual

PO R Y Y
e T o e ala wil B,
cholding dovn o tha Caofmen War machlne. Tha effeet uson ground operations

conmiated above cll in|the Tact that it beczze impossible Lo effect trocp
msvemensc in daytime, with resultlng zomplicstione in the advance planning of
sperations. |
f
These dnvélopments produced results which declpively influenced
tho outcome of the war.

One is thorelore juatified in dencrihing the year 1943 as the

" wenr that docided the omtconw of the war, - 411 the preconditlons of tho sub=

acquent collapse appeaked in that yeer, In 1944-45 was harvested the crop - .
of misforbmnes that was sown in 1943, s

III, CONCLUSION

Tho foraﬁhing analysis is not intended "to accuse or demonstrate
superior knovledge," hbt merely to "ascertain and examine," And yet severe
criticlem 1e implied in 1ts ctatementa, '

In the last anslysis, Hitler's leadership, conaldered from a
military stendpoint, was wrecked upon the "Enzlish prodlom,™ Land power was
pltted azainst sea power, The German Suprene Command failled to discover ways
and means of solving this problem. However, thie 41g not the firat time that

has happan;d in history.

A1 militars leadership in the course of a war will come,
crnansloucly or umeonsclously, wpon certain stratezic Surning polinis, Leadling
figures in the enemy gountries, found themselves confrented with turning points
of this nature. And, like “he Gorman Supreme Command, which in many ingtancos
rida unfortunato and Llciacon declsions ?n: wcll as many correct decisions),
erainst the advice of willtary experts, 1t would also te possible to discover
on the opposing slde rony instances of false declsiona fraught with fateful
conseqiencos, Lo leadership is free from error; and what really matters in
the courne of & war ls which of the two opponents makes the fever blundero,
end whith politlesl: léaderchip refrains from confronting 1t own armed forces

‘with such herdly soluble problems, as dld the political leadership in Germany.
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T

AL TRODUCTION ¢ The following eritique and estimate of
Adolf Hitler's qualifications and performance as a military
commander was prepared by Generalleutnant Adolf HEUSINGER,
Chief of the Operations Division of the German Army General
Staff (OKH) from Sept 1940 to 20 July 1944.

——

"ADOLF HITISR AS MILITARY COMANDER™
By Gen.Lt. fdolf Heusinger
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‘T, INTRQDUCTION

My Judgment of Hitler g=n a personality and military
commander 1ls derived from: 1} numerous Statements by the Chiefs
of the General Staff Halder =nd deitzler; 2} from Hitler's or-
ders and directives; 3) from Hitler's situation conferences
and discussions which I frequently attended 4s an guditor from
1943 to the summer of 1944, Ho elaims are made to completeness:
I can only wmake a eontribution to the total picture of this '

man, soberl;, presented, sine i¥e et studig.

II. HITLER'S PERSONAL AWD MILITARY CHARACTERISTICS i

1. The Kan.

Hitler grew up in modest clrcumstances with a very limited
background. Ile waz a self-taught and a self-imade-wman in all :
fields. Wany of his characteristics find their final explahg- i
tion in this fact, especlally his depreciation of all strict-
ly professional ability, his mistrust of persons coming from
soclal circles with established traditlions, and his conecern
for personal recognition by these very circles.

. Seldon has nature united sharper contradietions in the
bfeast of one man. Hitler was bLoth & man of intelleet and will, |
but at the same time possessed a weak artistic nature. He was a ’
realist as well as an idealist, rising scnetimes to 1llusionist-
ic levels. He was an enery of the Christian religion, yet felt

-himself bound to a higher bower, almost lesing himself in g
certain mysticism. Added to all this was an astounding gift as
a speaker, with almost sugrestive vower over his hearers. An
examination of these manifold gualities yield the following pic- ,
ture: !

4 sharp analytical mind with strong mathemsztieal inelinag-

. tlons 2nd an exceptional Lemary, were united with g ruthless and
oftentimes brutal will. Hitler could reduce all problems to an ,
obviously simple denominstor and he believed that the imposslble -
could be gchieved by mere willgower. TBecause of this the ground
of reality diszppeared more and more from under his feet. The
idealist in him won more and more Lhe upper hand over realist-
lc thought, rising to illusionism and cven to phantasy.. Then

@ he could surrender himself to unrealistic hopes and disregard,
partly consciously ani partly unconseicusly, the hard realities
of a situation. |

In the pursuit of his ends he was unbelievably determined
and unylelding to the point of obstinacy, and in his choice of
means unscrupulous. The end jugiified the means. Concealed Le— {5
hind this external hardness was also a soft disposiiion, which e
he apparently suppressed and wiich seldem found expression ;
except when the artistic side of his nature manifesied itself.
In connection with all this he was fundamentally religious,
but notin a Christian sensec, and believed in a higher power
whose operation he saw, for example, in the failure of the
attempts upon his life. : _ g

Decisive for his entire career, however, was his extra-
ordinary oratoricsl gifts with which he silenced all his oppo-
nents and exerted upon his listeners an slmost sugzestive power.
If he could not gain his ends by these mesns then he used force,
forbppesition in the long run was just as unbearsble Tor him as
was the presence of persons in his immediate ecirele to whom he
did not feel superior. He could never develon the broadminded-
ness to tolerate such personalitiesn.

Thus were both good and dangerous gualitics united to an
extraordinary degree in this one personality. The latter gusali-
tles, however, won more and more the upg zand. .
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2) The Lilitary Commgnder,

Hitler had gzradually groped his way into the duties of a

»_ military comwander. He dounbtless read a greal deal about Freder-

ick tiie Great, napoleon z=nd loltke and thereby had acyuired some
knowledge of military deetrines, witkout lowever really having
thorousghl;, nastered thew. He also lacked the prefessional
military education necessary to grasy the deeper relationshipa,
In his knowledge of military science he therefore alveys re-
mained on the superficisgl surface.

; He unguestionably possessed stratcgié gifts, which sonetimes
rose to intuition. But he lselked the ilitary subjeet tools for
the evaluation of the sctusl possibilities, He therefore set
larger operational cbjeatives, which coulé not be achieved but

to which he nevertheless adhered with all tenascity. In such
cages lhe believed he could carry out hls plans by energy and
determination; and toward hisa wilitary advisers he ghowed
mistrust when they warned him 2gainst recognized and oftentimes
Propagandistic underestination of the eneny . In such instances he
would give way to illusicns and ta considérable overvaluation of
willpower and determination,

In kis strate:sical #lantuing he was gererally extraordinarily
bold, but on the c¢ther hand he could becowe tiwid and overly cau-
tious in the course of the operation as soon as he hegan to per-
ceive dangers or the auproach of a crisis! Qftentimes he risked
everything, oftentimes he would risk notiaing, Generally, he was
persistent in holding to his decisions, but at other timem wn-
certain and unpredlectable.

Since he regarded himself as the only competent military
leader, and this belief was increasingly strengthened by propa-
ganda, he wanted to do everything hinmself! He iad little confl-
dence in tke gbility of the Generszls and rositively an inner
aversion toward the GJeneral Staff. Sober caleulstion and objec-
tive estimation, particularly of the enemy . Jotentizl znd other
imponderables, in which the General Staff kad been trained, led
in his opinion to loss of spirit, lack of daring and unlerestip—
ation of one's oun willpower, even to =z defeatizt sttitude.

He therefore departed more and more Hrom the old tried
and tested system of cowmrand and issued alll orders himself down
to the smallest detail, In khis way he underimined the will to
decide and the sense of regponsibility in the Army to an zlrost
unbelievgble degree. Zig lucreasing lgnorance of coaditions
at the front resulted from a taetical stand,oint in the loss ?f
the yardstick which is essential for the gssignment of objectives
for the troops on the Fignting front. loreover, brutal intervent-
lon did not change watters but only widened the breach bLetween
the High Command and the troops.

Thug in his military as in hig human qua}i?ies Hitler com-
bined undeniable gifts with dzngercus propensities. And here
too the latter incressingly ocutweighed the former.

ITT.HITLIBR 45 BscT FPEONT COMGANDER TP TF_JULI 1044

1 3 Influence

The operational plans against Hussia were strongly in-
fluenced by Hitler. His demands for the rapid conguest of the
Ukraine on economic grounds as well as the rapid exclusion of
the Russians from the Bgltic because of the U-Boat training and
beécause of Finland, forced the strategic conduct of the campaign
along certain fixed lines. He personally worked the plan over

completely but approved it in its essantial form as presented hy.y

the Commander in Chief of the Army.

: One of the first great strategic decislons was made in
v August 1941 agalnst the Judgment of the C-in-C of the Army,
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- The front stood approximately on the line Dneper-Smolensk -~ = 077013
eastward to Lake FPeipus. The Army Graups!on the two wings were i
held up, the center could more easily advience and was on the b
point of striking the final blow at the mass of the Russian Hi
g - Army and perhagps with that splitting the entire KRussilan front '
, 4. dinto two parts. At that woment Hitler ordered the transfer of E
o ol gtrong forces from the center to the flankis @ in order to bring
.. these Torward in accord with the original :lan. He therefore -
1-viclated, for economic and political objectives, the establish- |
' ed military principle that the primary objective should be the li
‘" defeat of the main force of the enemy. |

: The second strategic decision posed the question of attack- |
+inglioscow or halting operations in November before the beginn- i
. ing of winter. Fully conscious of the risk Hitlexr decided, in
agreement with the Army Group Center, to undertzake the attack b
on Lioscow,

: Another decision, more tactical but with far-resching

, strategical conseguences was the holding of the Panzer forces
~in front of Leningrad agalnst all advice. Hitler would not
risk the possible heavy losses and thereby threw away the
chance of overwhelming the then weak defenses of Leningrad.
The sindlarity of the situation with Dunkirk is striking.

. Bast Front 1942,

In its basic features the plan for the summer offensive
originated with Hitler. The conguest of the Causasus oll fiels,
the cutting off of Russia from her oil 5ﬂurce, the expectatlon
of encountering and defeating large Lussllan forces -- these were _
the principal features of the offensive. The opinion of the L
Chief of the Gemaral S5taff that one could best strike the maln 8
Russian forces on either side of lioscow was rejected by Hitler !

on the above-mentioned eanomiec grounds.

Desplte the impression that the Russisns were avoiding a
decisive engsgement, the decision to continue the offensive toward
Stalingrad and the Cgucasus resulted from Hitler's reflectlons,
and in general the Chief of the General 3t&ff concurred. Hitler
did not beliewve that the Russizns were avoiding battle but
rather concluded that they were incapable of resistance and
that the only thing to do was to drive fowsrd at all costis.

. This illusion led to the tragedy of Stalingrad, wnich was
elearly the result of Hitler's basic deeision. For propaganda
reasons he would not give up the grip on the Volga, since A
Goering promised to supply the foreces by air with 300 tons of ;
supplies daily, and since he himself believed the b6th Army i
could Le relieved, The Chief of the General Staff fought des-— '
parately against this decision sznd repestedly proposed that the b f
6th Army break out of the ring because the possibility of supply- 1.
ing it from the air seemed to him as improbable as its relief. g o
Necessary farces for relieving Stalingrad were simplj not e
available and before Larch 1943 such a large relief action could i
not be considered. By this time the 6th Army would be destroyede 45
The assertion subseyuently advanced that t he Caucasus Arwmy S
would have been lost if the Stalingrad Army had not pinncd down |

. such strong Russian forces, simply will not hold, The bulk gf the = 5}
CGaucasus force was withdrawn to the Crimea, Hitler's unrealistie :
hopes and illusions created the tragedy of Stalingrad. b

East Front 1943-1944,

The idea of regalning the initiative, which had been lost
‘4in the winter of 1942-43, by launching an offensive intle summer
'of 1943 and at the same time disrupting the Russian preparations R
. for an anticipated attack, occured simultaneously to Hitler and PO B
" 'the Chief of the General Staff, The area around Kursk presented . - |
itself as the oldous place for the operation. With regard tg'the k
date for beginning the operatioun, the Chief of the General Staff - .-}
Pixed the middle of June as the latest possible time, since there=-
-4 - .
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g - Army and perhagps with that splitting the entire KRussilan front '
, 4. dinto two parts. At that woment Hitler ordered the transfer of E
o ol gtrong forces from the center to the flankis @ in order to bring
.. these Torward in accord with the original :lan. He therefore -
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Chief of the Gemaral S5taff that one could best strike the maln 8
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on the above-mentioned eanomiec grounds.

Desplte the impression that the Russisns were avoiding a
decisive engsgement, the decision to continue the offensive toward
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and in general the Chief of the General 3t&ff concurred. Hitler
did not beliewve that the Russizns were avoiding battle but
rather concluded that they were incapable of resistance and
that the only thing to do was to drive fowsrd at all costis.

. This illusion led to the tragedy of Stalingrad, wnich was
elearly the result of Hitler's basic deeision. For propaganda
reasons he would not give up the grip on the Volga, since A
Goering promised to supply the foreces by air with 300 tons of ;
supplies daily, and since he himself believed the b6th Army i
could Le relieved, The Chief of the General Staff fought des-— '
parately against this decision sznd repestedly proposed that the b f
6th Army break out of the ring because the possibility of supply- 1.
ing it from the air seemed to him as improbable as its relief. g o
Necessary farces for relieving Stalingrad were simplj not e
available and before Larch 1943 such a large relief action could i
not be considered. By this time the 6th Army would be destroyede 45
The assertion subseyuently advanced that t he Caucasus Arwmy S
would have been lost if the Stalingrad Army had not pinncd down |

. such strong Russian forces, simply will not hold, The bulk gf the = 5}
CGaucasus force was withdrawn to the Crimea, Hitler's unrealistie :
hopes and illusions created the tragedy of Stalingrad. b

East Front 1943-1944,

The idea of regalning the initiative, which had been lost
‘4in the winter of 1942-43, by launching an offensive intle summer
'of 1943 and at the same time disrupting the Russian preparations R
. for an anticipated attack, occured simultaneously to Hitler and PO B
" 'the Chief of the General Staff, The area around Kursk presented . - |
itself as the oldous place for the operation. With regard tg'the k
date for beginning the operatioun, the Chief of the General Staff - .-}
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... - alter Rusalan preparations for attacking would; from all indicat-

theligs ions, be too far advanced for ug to hope with our forces to achie-
. .ve complete success. However, the preparations, as a result of

- -,Bhortage in Panzer supply, were not completed by the middle of

il c'June. That the offensive should belaunched on 5 July, despite
Cviptithevwarning of the Chief of "the General Staff, was Hitler's de- :

‘gision, although it was taken in agreemrent with the two partici- i

w

v.pating Army Groups. It represented an enoxnous rislk and hazard i
~and did not lead to success. P

& In the period following -- from the summer of 1943 to the
o summey of 1944 -~ the stratetie problem on the Eust Front remain-
. .ed unchanged., The enemy had decisively wign the Initiative¥ he
 was continually on the offensive, we wers @ uwpletely on the da-
Tensive. The question was: Should the defense be conducted ripgid-
1y and inflexibly with everyy posltion, regsrdless of danger,

- bitterly contested? Or was it to be conducted flexibly, with
planned withdrewels from threatened salients, shortening of the
front and husbandineg of reoserves for counterattacks? Hitler reo-

bresented the first stsudpoint and persisted in it to the wvery
end. The Chief of the General Siae’f was “of the absolute oppo-
slte opinion and at all times thereafter fought to make his
apinions previil, but without success. i

he e The grounds for Hitler's conception were, above gll, the

: . econviection theot Ly detérmined defense of such front salients

i {Frontaustuchtungen) Sirong eneny forces were pilnned down, that
every voluntary surrender of tervitory brousht the Russians
with undiminished strengil nearer to the Cerman homeland, and
that every withdrawal impsired the worale of Jerman troops. To
these considerations were added, in certsin cases, cmonowmic and :
political consideratlions. The views of the Chief of the Jeneral &
Staff were based upon the perception thetl! guw forces were simply
inadequate to hold this extensive irregulpr frort, that we bew
came lmmobile and thus lost Aivisions aftgr division, that we
did not bind the enemy but on the contrary the eneny chained us,
and that finally, a planned withdrawal need not endanrer troop
morszle. '

The most atriking operztions conducted according to Hitler's
idea of a rigid defense were, until July 1944, the following :
Defense of the Depjansk szlient
Defense of the Donez bend
: Defense of the Dnepr bend ineluding the Hikopol
. bridegehead ,
) Defense of the Crimeg :
Defenze of the line fulozk—ﬁarya by the Army Group
Horth :
Defense ©f the Vitebsk salient| .
Defense of ths Tscherkassy sallent i

In addition to the specified general groundsfor this defensive.
strategy must Le added special conslderations in certzin instances:
In the Donez and Dnepr bLends and the defense of the line
Folozk-Narva, economic justification was also advenced, e.g.
iron ore, eoal and oil shale. For the Nikopol bridgehead znd the
Tscherkassy tend the wmistaken hope was held thset attacks could
later be launched toward the Crimea and Kiev respectively, For
the defense of the Crimea and the refusal to withdraw the ATy
Group Korth political considerztions were advanced —— e.g. effect
upon Turkey and Finland, and in the lstter case also the security
of U-Boat training in the Baltic. ’

The results of all these operations were the greatest losses
in men and materiel,in consequence of the |retreuts forced by tha
2usslans, which were ordercd only at the last minute and penerally
too late. Cne can say without exaggeration that as = resu;t of

"Hitler's strategle conduct of the war on tihe East Front, from
How 1942 to the suwmver of 1744, the core of the Cermen Arny wus
destroyed, ; s R L

2. HMitlexr's Tilusiunsﬂ
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1944, the falge estimation of the opponent, Bofors the beginning
of the campaign, Hitler together with the majority of the leadess
substantially underestimstsd Russia's military econcmic and o
+ politieal potentinlities. an impenetrable veil hung over the
Zastorn region. As one drove into the area onc was especlally
swprised by the militery delerimdnzstion, the capuseic potenblal @ 4.9
the politdcal stability of the regiuves The drean of a victorloud
gonelusion of the war in the Ba3t disintegrated gfter 1941,

During 1942 Ultler persisted in the t1llusion that the Russians
«were at the end of thelr sLrength,

len 1945—4% he sti1ll expected that the enemy would blecd to
death; he would not helieve the figures on Russian tank prodiction

or the1esy;ma3?s on manpower gotential, gnd ke closed his eyes to i
the relullv JLghﬂguullF} uf the Russian formations., This conszclons |
Or unconscious underestinction o the gpponent was mitler's most [

@angyrﬂu& i1llusion, Teakr In und year oot the Ohisf of the CensrplStaff
sauziet In vain aspinst 1+, '

To thess wust be added further 1llusions coucerning his
vun potenbtialities. Castanding in tlils councetlion wered
: !
" 1, the conlimmation of the offensivel syuinst Loscow in
Lliovember 1941 desyite the auprosch of the Russian winter znd the
@ considerable difficulties in supyly .,
2. The bolief that Zewingrad weuld capitnl
m

te 1n the winter g
of 1941 from lsck of food snd Lrerefore need i

be gttzoked. ]

3e The velief that his oun forees were stropg eaough in 1942,
for simultaneous offensives agcinst the Ugticasus und the Volea.
nere, &s on wany other occasions, objectives, ssace snd power
were not 1ln proper operative barmony.

e+ L&

4. The hop¢ that Stalingrad ecould be|held znd relieved, : |
although sober caleulation showed the lmppssibility of doing 1
gither. i '

o« The sxpectation in 1942-45 that the Zast Front, with all i

+ Its salienls and ifrregularitizs, conld withstand the Busszian
assaults, desgite the spreadiug of Jerman forces on the Tront
to 30 km per Aivision.

: 6. The opiniogn that newly organized divisions (Luftwalfen—
fielddivisions) were betior than clder units and that the 55 :

AP formatiogs performed better than the Army units.
7+ The cxpectation thzat counter-offensivas would be fuzsible ;
from the Nikopol bridgehead toward the Crimea, frow ithe Tscherkassy
salient toward Hievy and from rolozk toward Linsk.
All of theze 1llusions produced the direst resutls, Apparent-
ly the repetition of bitter ledsous, resulting from his illusions,
made no impression., In all events Hitler dreaw no conlusiona from

themn.
IIT, HITESR'S ATTITULE TOUALD
Hitler's estimate of the Army Group Cornmanders varled widely .

In general, he preferred energetic, uncouplicated and ginple per-
sonalities, or those commanders who subordinated themselves with-
out question to hig ideas. To the first type belonsed, among

others, Field iarshal von FKuckler, Busch, lodel, Von Weichs, it i1
Colionel Generals Lindemann and Friessner, and to the latter : : ;
Field liarshal von Jeichenau and Schosrner, Hitler worked less S T
agreeably with Commanders aho scught to develop and advance Py
thelr own ides, or who were more "intellectuslly" inelined and i !
possegged of a deeper strategic understanding and a more basie '

e ey e S e i

gtrategieal training, Cutstanding in this wespect were Field i _;f,
Ligrshals von PBock, Von Leel, Von Kleist, List, Von Xluge and s
- General Woehlexr. These he trusted only with reservatlons; they e

{ often appeared to him to lack snergy and to be too burdensd with Lot b
‘o thely Inowledge, A special vosition wes occupled by Field Marshals .
foavah TiuﬂJStEiit {Hlﬂ Turi.}.i’.l I.ﬂ(_,{.ﬂ.':jttj_n- r['h.ﬂ first Wao Eﬂ'ijeciallb,rHljijrﬂ.c}atﬂd __'~
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by Mifler faor hics couipetence and becanse he limiteqd himsel? strict-
1y to the military field, and altho sllarply eriticized politically,
nevertheless maintained complete reserve. iitler recognized Von

lbanstedn as the ablest | strateglical commander therefore, rerhagps,

foared lim as a "rival{ and deeply distrusted kit politically,

~Hitler placed the zreatest restrictions upon Van llznstein's freow~
dom of geticn in the conand of hils fvmy Growso. in article appear~

Ao
inz in Dag Heich in 1245, wkich gave g striking description of
Von Lianstein, particulsrly exeited Fitler's mistrust,

Military devel opments between 1941 and 1244 leq To the dige
‘missal of the older gene_ztion of High Comranders whoss thowledge
and ability were gzt an @speclally hizh level, and theilr replace-
ment by a nzv. groupy whose entire asrt of Gouunand was more arree-
able to Hitler, who obeyed better, and who appearad politieglly

mnore reliable.

=4
Al the begdnmning of the var, agz lene s Tleld Warskal wvan

Brauchitseh .z 1n cffive, Hitler ylsely Yimited Lingels to

issulng zenerul dirvectives for strutegio cperabidns, leaving it

4

U

expariencad professionsl men to exaecute them. F1th the disaprenr-
chce of Von Praouchltsch he unwisely assnwed personal comiiand on

the Bast Front angd therby enteved a field fur whiich he lacked the
Necessary professional training, 7o an ever Srealter extent he

also intervened in the tactical ecommend until more and nmore he

logt all perspective for the larger Problems.
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Vertraulich | Hofitice
Hiedersehrift einer Befrsgung von General s.D, Adelf Heusinger in
dessen Wohmung (5 E51n, Beyenthalglirtel 33 a) durch Dr. Peter C.
Hoffmenn (7 Stuttgsrt-Degerloch, RoShaustr. 4) =m 6. August 1964
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General Heusinger war im Juli 1944 Chef der Operationsbteilung im
Generelatab des Heeres und seit Anfang Junl sufierdem stellv. Chef.
des Generalst:bes des Heeres.

Uber die Persiplighkeiien des Widerstandes gegen Hitler &ulerte General
Hfeusinger: Die besonders titigen Minner im militadrischen Bereiech waren
Tresckow, Stauf{enberg, Olbriecht, Wegner mmd Fellgiebel. Fellgichel

war von 1939 an in absolutem Gepensatz zu Hitler; er :xuBerte aigh immer scharf
kritiseh, ebensc wie Wagner und Stiilpnagel, 2zu welchen er in enger Ver-
bindung stand. OGeneral Fellpiebel war durchaus krisen- und nervenfest

und v3lllg in der Lsge, eine kritlsche Situation, wie die des 20, 7. 44,

olme Verlust seiner EntschluSkraft durehzustehen. Stiilppsgel war von

Netur nieht hart, ist sber in Paris in iiberraschender Weise {ber sich selbst
hinsusgewvashsen.

Za der General Heusinger vorgelesten Puttkamerschen Skigge #uferte General
Heusinger: Im aligemeinen sel die Skizze durcheus sutreffend, jedoc: kinne
er fir Einselheiten nicht blirgen.

Die zvischen dem OKY und dem FiQu verkehrende Faim pflegte an der Sidost-
ecke des Piu "Wolfschanse®™ mu h-f_lim. In den wenigen Tagen vor-dem

20a Te 44y wiihrend welcher das FHQu in der "Wolfsschanze" wer, fand die
mittigliche Lagebesprechung immer im siner lelchtgebauten Baracke ilmner-
halb einea Sondersperrireises, in welchem siech auch der von Hitler demals
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bewchnte Punker befand, statt, Ungefiiar Anfang Jull 1944 war das FiQu
wieder von Berchtesgeden nach Rastenburg verlegt worden; Bauerbeiten fanden
guch noech im Mali 1944 im FlQu "Wolfsschansze™ statt.

pungen: Vor dem 20. 7. 44 Tanden keine Durchesuchungen

der Personen statt, welche ins FlQu kamen. Jedermenn hiitte ohme weiteres

eine Plstole oder dergleichen in der Tasenhe bel sich trsgen kinnen., Aus-
welse waren zum Hetreten der verschiedenen Sperrkrelse erforderlich, sber
bekannte Persinlichkeiten brauchten sle nle oder selten verszuszeigen. Die
Bevschung Hitlers war so unmauffx’lig, daB Generpl H, sich nicht an Einzelheiten
erinnert.

Stauffepberg: Stauffenberg dirfte wohl am oder um den 15.7.44 schon elnamal
zu elner lagebesprechung in der "™olf'sschanze" gewesen ®in,

Bei der lagebesprechung am 20, 7, 44 stand Genergl H. wilhrend seines Vor-
trages iiber dle Lgge an der Ostfront rechts neben T tler, neben General H.

stgnder noch Frandt und neben diesem Eorten, Links meben Hitler stand Heitel
neben diesem Jodl.,

Treackow hitte General H. eigkentlich vorwarnen wollen, damit dieser unter
¢inem Vorwand von der Lagebesprechung fernbleibe; Tresckow hatte sber selbst
ansonelnend keine Vorwsrnung erhalten.

Stsuffenberg betrat das Besprechungzimmer wihrend des Vortrages von

Genersl H,, stellte seine Aictentasche recits neben den rechten Sockel

des legetisches. Oberiat i.G. Brandt hat dle Tasehe wohl nicht von ilwem
Flatz weggestellt, sondern sie mur mit dem FuB etwas welter unter dem Tisch
geschoben. CStauffenberg konnte seine Tasche keum links neben den rechten
Tischsockel stellen; dasu hitie er sich praktisch swischen Heusinger und
Hidder dringen missem. Ir flisterte dann Oberst Brandt etwas z2u und ging
hinsua. Fsld darsuf erfolgte die bekannte Explosion, die General H. ja such in

seinem Buche Befehl im liderstreit heschrieben hat.




Es wire ungerecit, den Verschwirern heute Vorwirfe wegen der mangelhaften
Yorbereitung von Attentat und Stastsstreich su machen, Vielmehr ist es

eln Wunder, da® dile Vorbereitungen nioht schon viel frither an Licht gekommen
sind, da8 also dle Verschubrer nicht schon Freiheit und Leben verloren

haben, ehe sle auch nur Gelegenheit su Ausfilhrung ihrer Pline gefunlen

hatten. Auveh Unversishtigkeit kamn m”.’g’hnm inm allgemelnen micht vorwerfen;
bescnders Tresckow war immer ganz auferordemtlich vorsichtig. Bel seinen
Versuchen sur Gewlmnung never Mitglieder der Verschwdrung pflegte Tresckow

erat davon zu sprechen, dal es doch besser wire, wenn Hitler den Befehl {lber die
Ostfront a_gsah-. Wenn er hiermit auf Widerspruech stlef, ging er niecht welter;

fand er Gendr, so sprach er vom OUberbefehl iiber das gesamte Heer, usw.

Wihrend der Uptersuchumgen der Gest.po verleren viele dier Verhefteten
die Nerven und gaben zu, was sie wuSten. Sehr oft appellierte die Gestape

mit Erfolg en das “Ehrgefiihl" der Offiziere, um die Wahrheit eus ihnen hersus—
subringen. Auch Trieks eller Art waren beliebt und oft erfolgreich. xkis

Ich bestitige die Riehtigkeit obiger von mir gegeniiber Dr, Hoffzann gemachter
JuBerungen und erklire mich mit ihrer Vervendung fir wissensohaftliche Zwecke

einverstanden,
&1ln, den {} / s :
r/,g 3 rﬂ{ g .
,/ J-.f}/ ( £ }d/l‘f
{l,[iﬂllf Heusinger)
General a,0D,
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Verlesung des Befehls vom 7.10441, Sondsreinsaiz des 3D.
ZevgestIch kann mich an dissen Befehl nicht entsinpesple—ee—

in@tebut flr :.:.-,‘.5'5-. sachichte
Zevge Heus inger L

— Akz. I"“*"HH sgggq

k) mur Person
| Rep. .~ Kat.

Heusinger Adolf, Aﬂggatellter, geb. L.8,97, verswr—ascie.
Nieht verwsndt und nicht verschwigert mif der BetroPffensn,

B) zur Sache

Ten war voa 37 bis 40 Ia der QOperstionsabteilung. Vom Herbst 40 bis
20« 7e4d4 Chef der Operationgabteilung. Spiter unterstand ichk dem Chef
des Generalstabes unmittelbar. (Der Vorsitzende ilbergibt dem Zeugen
elne Skizze.) Das gind die Befehlsverhélinisse bis zum Abgeng des
Ohexbefehlghaber des Heeres. Die BefehlsverhEliniase nach Abgang des
ObdH gind guf der anderen BSkizze.

Die CGlisdérung des Feldheeres an der Pront war got von unten ahge-—
fangen, die Division zus ammeﬂée?ﬂ§u¢ au Dcw1s¢an Horpsvex wrnder,
diese zUsammengefasat zu Armesn, dis wWigder uuammangPra T ozun
Hesresgruppen, unferstellt dem ﬁh4v ”%.te* Eitier. Das Gefechis-
gablet, das rlickwirtige JE¢;eaaeb;9’ und die Heichskommissariate

whrden S;c ey aufegestellt. Die Aufgteldpii@ disger Stellen war na-
tirlich vorbereitet und es war die Abmicht Hitlers, disse so pebnell
wie mbgli fh reirguschieben in die FERamifgeciete. Der GBrund fiir diese
Maoganakme war, well HMitler denm Heep ficht traute. (Ostpolitik.)
Dag riickwhrtige Heeresgebiet war ein feil deg Gabietess, das die
Heeresgruppen hatten. Flir dss rilekwixtige Heeresgehiet waren be-
sondere Defehlskaber gingesetzi. Diese hatten in gewizser Weisze
eine Doppelstellung. Was die Verwaltiung anlenzte, so unterstanden
bia sem Quartiermelster. Bel Heaprechungen, die znezlell die Ver-
waltung dieser GeLi:—, zam Thems hatien, war ich nicght anwesend,
weill icq als Chef der QOpergtignsabtellung damit richis zu fun haita.
Es fanden w&;clmﬁnﬁluo Tagehesprechungen statt, an denen die verand-
wortlichen PFiihrer des Heeres bLeillnahmen. Fgliweise liess sich Hitler
oft den Obal kommen, um mldiibm allein lrgaﬂ<we]cfe Frazen zu be-
sprechen. — Der ObdH halte im Hoverber 3% sipen FUSEamTe g toss nit
Hitler wnd war snschligsagend fzgi 3 lMonate nicht mehr bel Hitler.
Urspriinglich war das Qberkommando der Wehrmacht gedacnt, das sich
mit den grosssn Rightlinien su befagssn hatie. Die Anwelsungen kamen
gnn die Qberbetfehlshaber deg Heersa, der Eriesgsmarirne, der Tuf.wufla.
die wurden geindsrt dadurch, fass Eitler =sslbst in zunshmenen Masse
”1HbTLll. {Pﬂ gnfeldzug. ) Im 'ldﬂhr“lGHfElléub bezann die bjuﬂe AR
zu lsufen, weil Hitler perstnlich nicht eingriff. (Der Zeuge fthrt
veraschie dPﬂE Belspiele wihrend der Schlacht beil JuhkllfhEﬂ, im hcr~
wegen—-felizus Ues. alls ) :
Brauchilsgh net sich sicher mit dem Gedanken getregen, Fitler umzo-
stimmen. Wae wirs sber dis Folge gewesen. Elvler thLc gicher nichst
singesehen, dags seine Ansicht fglsch way, Der beir. Menn wire gbge-
getzt Worden und ein anderer hétie gseine Stelle einge nommen. Jeder
Schrist,wder damals unternommen worden wire, hdtte die Ritustion
iy noch verschirft. - Wenn Halder im Jahre 41 oder Lchﬁzch BUS
Hitier den Kram hingeworlen hitte, wire ein FNachfolger sn seine
Stalle gekommen, der sichsr nickt iiber die enssprechenden militEri-
sehen Fiihrungsoualititen verfiigl hitle. Dlas Verbleibsn Helders 1at
in ersier LiQia dem Gedanken entsprungen, als Schiidhaiver su diehern,
i aﬂderer ESL“I1SP¢Lnt whrs mit einsurechenen, ngmlich Gie Frage
des | erﬂw:worfuugﬁh ragssteeing gsgerniiber dem unterstellten Trupnepn—
verbend.
Der Eommipsar— and Gerlcnisharkelif-Befehl lst wmir Dekannt geworcen,
ngechdan sle beide Tertig waren.
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Teh weiss, dass diess Belehle auf erhsblichnen Widerstard gestossen
o

wokl auch der ObEH versuachi hal, diese Befehle zu

£ gegen vorzugehen. Die BEatwiclkiung ging so wWeld,

dags die BHe e draussen weitgehend sabotiert wurdern. Es war aunf-
zafgllen, dass Glese Hsfehle geradeszu die russische Widsrsiands-
kmft gteigerten. Ieh glsube 4% entschloss sich Hitler, diegen He-
fehl wieder sufguheten. Ich glsuke, dass die Eussen im Ieule der
Teit Tenntnis von diesen Megsnabmen beksmen. Aus den Eesseln aind
Tauseade von Eussen wieder entxommen durch die Tiicken, dis-bestan-
den. Wenn der Kessel auscerviumt, also durchgexfmpft war, warsn dis
Zahlen der Gsfangenen nicht so gross, Wie man hitte erwarsen xlnnen.
Wir nannien das danals eine "Fliister-Propagarda" der Rugsen. Die
Kommisgare lsgten ver ihrer Gefangennshme ihnre Schulferstiicke iea.
ab, damit sies nicht mehr Eu erxennes warel. Diese Dinge gingsn an
sich niesht tiber meinen Tischy zustindig war fiir diege Dinge sigent-

1ich der General B.b.V., der sich mit diesen Dipgen zu befassan
hette. Wir horten von diesen Dingen durch Erzidhlungen. Ule Ruaasen
srfuhren meiner Ansicht nach durch ihre Kamergadan, dis bei uns
wisder ausgekniffen waren. Ich pglaube, €3 gab. da’ viel mehr Kandle,
ale wir ahnien. Diz Rusgen hstlen ausserdem ein gebr gules HNachrich-
ter—Netz., Dieser hefehl katte jedenfalls #lefgte Eniriistong hervor-
gerulfen und Halder net wisderholl auf den Unsilrnn dieseg Serfchles
hingewiesen. — Tek war bel den relinen dihrunzshbed prechnungen vor
Abgansz des ObEE Jeden lorgen dabel und trug ders die Tage VOT.

Die Tagasmeldungen bezw. Lagemeldungen auf dem Ta-Gek iet wurden

rir selbstverstindlich im Original wvoxgelgt. Tch musstie gie ja
eingehend durcharbeiten., Dis Heldunpen =auf dem To-Gepliet habe ich
picht pekommen. Als Chef der Opsretionsabieilung habe lch g nuy

dzg zu hirsn bDekommen, was auf diesen Gebiet lag. Ich welss Zede,
daag wihrend dea Balkanfeldzuces Meloungen an dle Abteilung gelang-
ten, wo von Beseitigung von Parflganan darin stznd. Ob wihrend des
Busslandfeldzuges diese Meldungen im einzelne: such an nieh gelangt
sing, kanr ich nieht mehr mit Sicnerhelt sagel.

Bai Beaprechungen mis Hitler hattes ich verschiedentlich tellzunehmen.
Diese Beaprechungen verliefen vw8llig unberechenbar. Ein Schema konnte
man bei Hitler sichs atiistelden. Gerade wenmn man eine runige Be-
sorechung srwariste, tre% das Gegentell ein eder urgekshri. Abh Dezam-—
ser 41 waren wir dabedi, um zur Verfilgung zu seln, da ja der Chel

des Generalsisbes allein niecht akles versniworten konnie. Der Chef
kislt seine Vortrége so, wie wir eg gelernt hatlen: michtern, Saci-
lich and eirgehend Tundiert durch entsprechende Unterlagens. Dr ge-—
hreuchte immer die Porm, dasg er die Gelfanrven aufzelgzte, anf der
anieren Seite éie Vorseile zur Geltung brachte, die ral arreichsn
Yontte. Bei Apwicrlung dicses flir und wider kam ex dann zu dem i
Gem Entschliss, Des wollte Hitler nicht hiren. In sehr vielen Pdllen
war es 80, dass der Chef Hivier ilar machen russte, dass der Jedanke
vEllig vndurchfiihzbar war. Dann Kam dexr Kampf zwischen Halder und
Hitlexr, bei.dem es sehr schwer 'war, Hitler von seinem Enlschluss ab-
zubringens dies wird auch sehr wenigen gelungen seli.

Gerieral Hngel war als 2.Ad jutant Hitlers nicht regelmdssig bel den
Sesprechungen dabei. Wiederholt und dfter nat er ilellgenommsri.

Bg gab anch Pille, wo der Chef versuchte, mit genau derselben Wort-
gtirke wie Hitler geinen Standpunkt klar zu machen; allerdings immar
mit negasivenm Brfolyg. Vor allen sprach Felaer immer mit Nachdruck
urd wor zllem sus einem heigsen Hergzen Iiir die Truppes Ich selbst habe
eirmsl gehiiri, wie Halier zu Hitler sprechi®Nur weil sie den Dick-
kopf haben und nichi nachgeben wollen ceu’

Rundstedt beesntreste die Zuriicknahme der Truppe im 3iidabschrnilt.
gitler lehnte diesen Vorsgchlag ab. Taraufhin sechriet R. ein Telegramm;
mWIch hebe Ihren Befshl erkalten. Iek Wentl den Befehl nicht durch-
fihren. Wenn Sis darauf bestehen, bitte ich um meine Abldsung."
Einige Stunden cavasuf war R. abgelbst upd nen kam Reichenaun, der
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‘ronau 24 Stunden spiter von Hitler diesen Vorschlag von Rundsgtedt

senehmigt bekam. Im November 41 trug sich v. Brauchiisch schon ni%
dem Gedsnken, abzugehen, da er gesundheitlich {iberanstrengt War.
b das miglich war cder nieht, hing sehr wvon den Perstnlichkeiten
ab. Hitler hatte einen Befehl pegebhen, dess niemand zuriicktreten
kann. Ieh will hierzu ein kleines Bdspiel anfiihren. Zeitzler hat
im MErz 44 an Hitler geschrieben, dass er die Verantwortung nicht
mehr iibernehmen kénne und um die Enthebung seines Postens bite.
Hitler hat diesen Brief zerrisszen und bemerkt, dass er allein fiber
gsolche Winsche zu entscheiden habe.

Das Verhdlinis Hitlers zum ©ka¥ OXH wurde schlechter. Nach dem Aus-—
scheiden von EHalder hatte Hitler nunmehr vGllig die Fihrung an
der Ostfront an sich perissern.

Wahrend der Schlacht won Dilnkirchen hat Halder mit allen Mitieln
versucht, die Befehle Hitlers nicht zur Durchfiihrung kommen zu
Jessen. 2g ist nieht zu leugnen, dass Hitler tiber operative Fghig-
reiten verfiigte. Allerdings fehlte ihm jeder Bepriff von Raum,
feit und Ieuten.

Die Offensive im Sommer 42 wurde entgegen der Auffassung des QOEH
durchgefiihrt. Hitler hatte sich diesen Gedanken fest vorgenonmen
und glaubte immer an den russischen Zusammenbruch. (Ausschaltung
des Generalstasbschef's. September 41 stend Hitler auf dem Stand-
punkt, dass der Feldzug praktisch gewonnen wires. )

Zwigchendurech wurde der Zeuge P il nd e r vernommens

a) zur Person

Oberdirektor Pinder Hermann, gebas 1.4.88, kath., verheiratet,
wonnhafts Frankfurit. Nieht verwandt u. nicht verschwdpgert m.d.betrs

b} zur Sache

Ich kenne Herrn Halder seit 15 Jahren. 32 wurde ich als Regierungs-
prisident strafversetzt nach lNiinster. Trotiz dieses Umstandes hatte
ich sofert das Empfirden, dass Halder, vielleicht gerade angesichts
dieser Umstinie, zu mir in ein besonders enges Verhiltnis trat.
Diese enge Verbindung haben wir Jahre hindurch aufrechterhalten.

3% welgerte ich miech, in die Partei ejinzutreten. Auf meinen Antrag
wiarde ieh in den endgiiltizen Ruhestarnd versetzi. In den ersten
lonaten der Nazizelt war gerade Ealder auf das tiefste entriisted
fiber die Bingangs-Aktion des Fazi-Regimes. Im Mal 33 trat lch in
den Ruhestend. Ich blieb als Privatmann in Minster. Halder und ich
blieben in Verbindung; auch als Halder versetzt wurde, ich glaube
nach Bayern. Halder stellie bewnsst klar heraus, wie er innerlich
zum Mat.S0z. stand. Teh bin‘ein anerkannt Verfolgter des Nazireglmes.
Salbhstverstinilich war es fiir mich in diegen Falle, dass lch hier
erscheinen wilrde, uwm meime Meinung zum Ausdruck zu bringen. Halder
wnd ioh haben uns sehr viel politisch unterhalten. Ich entsinne
mich eines Gespriches diber den Pahneneid, Elmn Oifizler suagte, er
sel gebunien an den Pahneneid. iHalder sagte, er sei Christ und

habe Gott zum Zeumen. — In Verbindung mit demn 30634 wurden in
Winster Ieute verheftet und sgollten erschossen werden. Darunter
waren auch sehr enge Verwandte und gute DBekannte wvon air und Haldser.
Jch habe perstalich erlebt, dass Halder sich sofort mit Berlin in
Verbindung gesetzt hat und verlangte, dass dieser Iiord an selinem
Preund Cowel? unterbleibe., Dass Ealder sich fiir seinen Freund ein-
setzte, WaF natiirlich ein "rotes Tuch" fiir die SA und S53. Mir ist
bekannt, fass Halder anschliessend nach Berlin zu Fritasch fuhr und
gehirfsten Protest elinlegie.

Dags ich perstnlich in schirfster Weise dem Nat.SozZe gegeniiber—
stand, ist klar und {iber diese Dinge habe ich mit Halder hiufig
gesprochen. Pléne iiber die Beseitigung Hitlers hatten sich bel
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den damaligen Gesprichen noch nicht so herauskristallisiert. Ich
glaube nicht, dags wir scnon %4 oder 35 iiber konkrete Pline ge-
sprochen haben. Dsgs etwas zedndert werden musste, dariiber warsn
wir uns klar. Die Grundeinstellung war gzanz kKldr, sonst sidsse ich
heute bestimmt nicht hier, wenn ich dariiber jemals Zweifel gehabt
hitte. Ich war politisch so suspekti, dassdie Verbindung zwischen
Halder und mir fiir ihn eine Gefahr bedetitetes Ich michte ‘so weit
sehen, un zu sagen, dass Halder den Wérkehr mit mir gesucht hat.
By gpab eine Gruppe, darunter auch gakob Haiser, die auf einen
cewaltsamen Umsturz eingestellt waren. Ich weiss, dass es Gruppen
geceben hat, die innerlich genagll so eingestellt warsn, sie hielten
diesen Wep allerdings fiir faldch. Halder war der Ansicht, dasz an
einer ofFfiziellen Revolte d€r Welt nichts liegen konnte. Nachher
wiren sehr viel "kluge Leute®™ aufgestanden, die gesagt hitten,

was wire wohl, wenn Hitlker am Teben geblieben wire. Lan dachte
vielmehr daran, dass dle Reichsreglerung verhaftet werden sollte
oder durch Verbindung mit dem Ausland ein Verfahren gemacht wer-
den sollte. Es wire falsch zu sagen, dass dexr ein Feigling ist,
der nicht auf deg lMord hinsteusrt. — Als Halder von Minster weg-
ging, blelben wir weiter in Kontakt und wussten immer vonelinander.
Ica welss gendu, dass er nicht andersdenkend geworden ist. Von Oster
N.a. horte i€h, dass er nach wie vor gegnerisch eingestellt war.
Helder und ich sind zusammen befreit worden in den Dolomiten Ende
Mal 1945« Wire dag nicht der Fall gewesen, wiren wir wohl beide
nicht méhr unter den Iebenden. Wir wanderten duxch mehrere EKZ's
und wdren nachher noch eine eine Schar von ungefihr 100 internierten
Leuten, die noch fiir besondere Zwecxke aufgespart wurdens

‘Der Zeuge wurde nicht vereidigt!

Fortsetzung der Zeugenaussage vonn He us indger.,

Der Gang der Qperationspline wer folgender:

Zundecnst Husserte Hitler sich tiber das Zlel, wo er eine Operation
beabsichtizte und gab dazu eine entsprechende Weisung, fiir die
elnzelnen VWehrmachtsteile, die wegentliche Aufgaben im Rahmen der
Cperation zu erfiillen hatten. Dann wurde Ilnnerhalb des Oberkommandos
des Heeres, der Briegsmarine und der Iuftwaffe guf Grund der Weisung
die eigentiiche Onerationsweisung bearbeltet filr das Heer. IDie
Eearbeitung war nach den Richtlinien in der Hand des Generalstabes,
an der Spitze des Generalstabes der Operationsabiellung. Diese liess
gich die notwendigen Unterlagen geben, bearbelitate elnen Znitwursd

and lezte ian dann dem Oberbefehlshnaber des Heeros vor. Hitler be-
kam Kenninis davon in grossen Zigen. Spiter mussten sie Hitler

wieder wvorgelegt werden und wurden von ihm dann durchgearbelitet,
vorririert uni die Ausfithrung befohlen, wenn es 50 welt wars.

Es war also o, dass der Generalstabschef Gehilfe war oder der erste
Berater des Querbelehlghsbers. Im ersten Weltkrieg hat die lLlitverant-
wortunz bestanden. Wenn ein Generalstabschef nicht einverstanden war
mit einem Vorschlag, so natte er diese Auffassung aktenkundig su
machen, oder hatte die Eongeguenz zu tragen fiir die Massnahmen, die
durcheefiihrt wurden. Diese grundsidizliche Auffassung ist wvon Hitier
36/3T getindert. Hitler argumentiertes Das Fihrerprinzip lEsst es '
nicht zu, dass eine Verantwortung geteilt wird auf 2 Schultern. Es
sibt mur einen Befehlshaber. Der Chef des Generalstabes ist ledig-
Tich Herater und Gehilfe uné trigt niecht die Verantwortung. Die
Binfiinrung der Stellung des Chef des Generalstabs ist sedit Anfang

des 19. Jahrhunderts. Bel der milit. Fihrung muss vereint sein die
Weizheit des Alters mit dem Feuer aer Jugend. llan glaubte eine Ldisung
cefunden zu naben, wenn man dem Chef des-Generalstabes einen jlingeren
Generalstabsoffizier zur Seite stellte. Die Belastung, die ein’
Oberbzfenlshaber hat, lst so ungeheusrlich und umfassend, dass es
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fir sinen EKenschen zu viel igt, alleg gu verantworten und durci—
zufiihren. Die q;ngha des ihm zur Selfs gestellien war s, ihm

alle nicht zu entschsid “145ﬂ Dinge ferm zu halten. Dis zndere

Farm war, dass an die 3pitze von Armeen FliratlichiReliten zestElly

wurden, die ihrer Aﬂsbiliung nach einem sehr honen Kommando

nicht voll gewachsen waren uné sein konnten. Zg wurde die Stellung,

egines Chefs gescheffen nnd der leitenden Persdnlichkelt zur Selte

gestellt, so dass er enﬁamrecbend beragﬂn wurde, um defi™sehwlerigen

Aufgahb en sines grogsen Truppenverbanies gerescht zu werden. (Dis mo-

narchistische Fﬁrm.j
Die Begrindunsen, die Hitler gab, lagen praktlisch in Grundkonzeption

der Pihrung des Stebes Uberhaupt. Bs ist Beck nicht gelungen, diess
Sache abzuwenden, weil er damit an dem Grundpringin riihrte, wie es

darch Hitler eingefiibhrt wurde. Beck war garnicht mal so ungliicklich
dariiber, dass die “"t«,;uufwol vy aufgepnohen wirde, die fiir ihn

t8dlingh zsein Eonnte und werden massis.

Vielleioht hat es i; der ganzen Geschichte nogh <Leine Situation
gegeben, dle [y ein Df’iz;ﬂrﬁOTp sehwerer Wary'der dag 0Offizier-
corps asit 1933 gegeriibergtand. Das deutsehe Offizierkorps war
aufgewachsen 1a einer Tradition. Dieses sahsich einer Situation
gsogenliber, der es einfach nichkt gewachsen war. BEs trat ein llann

S die Sp*tzu, der von Eindenburg singegeszt warde. Er verstand

as nan mift Methoden vorzugshen, denen das GIZ.Zords nicht gawash-

gernl war. Fritsch, Beck tl.a., die night hirnter dem Berge gehalten
naben mit ihrer Meinung, sis waren gebuncen, welil ElJlnr $an

ihr seht ja den Erfolg., Auch das Ausiamd hat mit Hitler wmeit er—
verhandelde.

In Zeiten der Not wird die StaatgfiihTung zu sinsm begtimmten

Bersich einem militdrisch Unterstelliten gegeven. Br izt fir a1uuq,
was vorkommi, verantwortlich. B kennie alle Ana*druthun sreffen,

qm den Foftstand zn beseitigen. Hitler atand auf dem Slandpunkt,
Generals verstshan nichts voh Politik, wvou Wirtschaft, sle haben

nar die Truosve su filhren. By alle anderen Aufgaben sind andere IL2ute
da, Hitler griff roech zn @inem anderen Mittel, Gie Helchskommlssariale
ven hinten. 44 verlangta Zelewier von iltluy, dass die Kormissa—
riate abigasetzt werden. Hitler lehnte das ab. Ianerhalb des Heiohes
war és so, dags dis Entscheldungen weitgehend in der Hand dsr
Reichsverteidisungskommissare pelegt warsn (politl. Parteifiihrer aB ellla )
Dis hetr. Mianer waven fir diese Aufgsben Ja in keiner Welse vorge-—
bildet. = Tah habe nieeine politische Mnterrichiang srfahren.
Daﬁals kann es sich gieh nicht wun 0Qu IV gehandelt haben, sondern

um Fen.s.Le Vs Waa Engel pamsint hat, Wﬂinn igeh nicht. Ich perstnlieh
habe iELﬂE polit. Tnierrichtung laterner Natur bekommen. Aussenpeliti~
gene Untsrriehtung erfuhr ich of.izie_l gucn nicht; nar bei Ansgerun—

gen von Hlister ‘habs lch davon gehirs.

foer die Prage der Beseitigunz von Hitler iet folgendes zu sagent
Wenn man voun Seiten cer oheren milltHrischen 'uhTAﬂm @11 ginem ze-—
walteamsn Sohritt sich entachieden hitte, mussie man sich dariiber
klar ssin, dess men stwas tat, mit der man in Velke nur in wenigen

Ereigen Wilderhall finden chqe* Man musste bel einer gewalisamen
TSeunz damit recheen, cass es mit Verratl bezeichnet wurde. Gegeriiber
der Wehrmacht mussie man SLLH dariiber lm klaren seln, dasg besi Tuft-

-~

wodfe BHi Eriegsmarine der ”lLL she 3laube zn die Fihrung durch
4itlex teaLanJ und such heim Feer. Mir worde nach den Z0.7.4%2 ge-

ga@ts geld ibr WELHHLHHL r@ Allnr, Diagorwire der Eriez gezen glle
seworden. Bs kam noch ein weiterer Punxt dazu. Zum Gehorgam I1gt zang
hewanders die Wehrmacnat erzogen. Bins Wehrmachs, die mli der Gekor-
gamspflich:t in Konflixt kommt, wird briichig. Es ist gshr viel war-

lavgt, go wis die Situatlon war, dle nach elnzyr TLigung scharie.
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Bizg Bf.Tadd hatten dis MiAhner, dis sich mit diefem Problemn besclel i
Len, gerungen und sapten sich; achlimmer kann es nun nicht mehr .,fgnn,
jetzt ist der lebtate Homent, um zu vernlndern, dass Deulschland verlore
= S

eine Laufbahn ist mit dem 20.7«44 beendet; es rolgte Gestapo und

gnitere drellassung, aber kKeine wt“d“r“tﬁ“tﬂwunﬂ Mmenr .
Die Kenntnisse, die wir liber die russische Wehrmacht und @iz Stirke

er Ristung hatten, waren sehr WdlaﬂLh&;h- Es lag eingstarker
Sohleier wor dem russe. Staatszebiet. Als wir militirisehe TErlolige
hatten (Gefangene) setzte zich bei Hitler die Auffassung fest, dass

wir keine russ. Verbinde mehr zu zerschlagen niilten. Wir durften

icht mehr das Wort "Division" gebrauchen, sondern nur noch "Haufen".
Es kam dann aber die {berraschung dazu, dass die russ. Indusirie
gehr viel grﬁeﬁev war, als man erwartet hatte. Hitler lehnte ez ab,
ﬂE1u bel einem Vorlrag der Chef gehdrt wurde., Ir wolilte nur den Oher~
fehlshaber horen.

Der Zeuge wurde zu Beginn der Verh. vereidigt!

R. POILIPP SCHUBERT Minchen, 1.H+46.

Herrn Hechtsanwalt Dr. T aternser
' Mirnberg, Fﬁrtheruu_asge 178

Jur Klgrung dex ﬁolltlsblan dlrstel ungz des ehem. Generalobersten
Helder gebe ica Thnen als selnem VﬁrtElﬂl“EI IGlJEHdD eldesstattliche
ErklErung:
1. Zur Person: Ich bin Zannarzt und maxr HdJof &.Hea. und Adj. der
Winehener Srsatz Div. won 39=Ende des Krieges, Ich habe néédmals der Par
tei oder einer ihrer Gliederungern angeadr t o {foer meine Person u. THbig-
keit wihrend des Hriepes xonnen Aus<unft EThcllEﬂI der Polizeipridsi-
dent Miinchen, sowie der Referent der Bay. Freihsifsbewegung im ZTultus-—
ministerium Minchen. _5
2. Zur Saches: Gegen HnGe des Jahres 1942 brachte mich neln Freund
Deiniger (vﬁﬁ dem sle bnr91Ls ein Sdhreiben in Hinden haben Giirften) mi
: dem chem. bay. Gegandten u. Minisgper Sperr zusammsn, da er wusste, dass
‘-. ich mich seilv langem mif 1;hlmZL;|.|::h~¢-,L1 PlEnen befassie. Dperr bendtigte
gentsorecnenien Eirblick in die Wenrmacht, vor allem in die milit.Tage
im Wehrkreis VII. In wiederhodten Besprechungen, die teils in meinsr,
teils in Sperrs Wohnung staptfanden, wurden die werschledenen Hnrllrn—
keiten durchgesirochen, die'&cn Sturz deg Hazi-Regimes zum Alele natte
Zundechst wirde won mix als Vorarbeld-die ermapt?un alley p OﬂjaﬂuEUIh
stellen der Dive durch verlu55¢ge gritziare ubernomren, zls nHchstes
war sin geeigneser mildt. Fihrer zu gewlnnen. In Betirachit kamen die
Gen.Qbersten 4dam w. s Halder, die beilde sich zurlickgezogen hatten u, die
ich nexgitnlich sopgut kannte, um an sie herantrefen su kdnnen. Spery gab
Halder denVorszug, den er von friither kannte u. der damals der erfolg-
velchste w. im Zande bhekennteste bayer. Militdr war. Ich selbgt kenne
Halder wvorn der Reichgwenr her undi hatte sls Div. Adj, tifter Geslegezthelit
ihn zil treffed. Als Tarnung nshm ich die Betreunung des 1n Aschesu woh-
nendern’ Haldexr mit Er _;Lmrwon et0. dnrch die Div. Dadurch war s auch
moglich, sgin Personal 1% den zuverls danigaten Leuten des Div.Stabes zu
besetzen. /In wisdernoltén Auszgprachen gab Halder saine nazifeindliche
Ginstelldng u.besonders seinen Hass gegen Hitler klar zu erkennen, be-
ricntefe liber seine Ve vblndargan, die er mit Berlia unterhielt, machte
mich mit @emx¥axr selnem dortigen Vertrauensmann Qberst Ronowsky be-
kannt und war auch mit dem Vorschlsg mit Sperr zussmmen zu kKommen eine
verstanden. Diese Zusammenkunft fznd Anfang Qkt. 43 in meiner Wohnung
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