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Field warshal Von Klupe and the Lot of 20 July 1944 '

DATE 28 Ogtober 1945

PRVFPARYXD BY

Lt, Col, 0,J. Hale

I. 1KNTHOLUGTICH

The i‘ollo'rr.i.n,-“ SWOTrT st;lltn ment on the death of Field *arshal von Xlupe
was pade bv Sant. Jr, Udo Bach, of ihe German Army iedical “orps and son—in-
law of the Ficld i‘arshal, te ifontford H, Schaffner, Special Apent of the
CIC, on 27 July 1945, Ynly the parts pertaining to von Kluge's particlpation
in the July 20 Putsch and his supscquent suielde -are here reproduced, Slight
te:{'t.ual chanpes in the sonewhat avioward Fngzlish have been made without in
any way altering the original meaning,

II. Statenent by Capt. Dr. Udo Ksch

On Lecember 15, 1938, I married ~arie-buise von hlupe, daughter of
the late Yield «arshal Guntihor von Kluge, From my father-in-law's assertions
and actions I hawve always talken him for an opponent of —azism.

In the spring of 1943 ay fathor-in-law informed me for the first time
of the movenent to destroy the vapl regmime., ....He asied me for my assistance
in the event that it should be needed. <L participated in a conference in
Bismarck at which General von Treschow, Goendeler (2) and a Listrict Fresident
were present. The aims were the overthrow of the govermment, the ending ef
the war by negetiations with the Allies, the cxocution of all high-ranking
Party members and Mazi penerals (e.g. Schmundt, Jodl, Keitel), and the
formation of a democratic goverument without the military r:ilewlent. which
should help in the everthrow, being predominant,

It was not wntil June 1944, when my lather-in-law succeeded Von liundstedt,
that L again heard of the plot. 4t that time L was stationed at a reneral
hospital in laris and saw wy Tether-in—law aluost daily. I learned Tror him
that thc plotl was maturing after a conference in which General Stulpnagel
participated. iy father-in-law asked me to provide poison for him ané the
others in case the plot miscarried. Through him I pot a furlough to Germany
and in the laboretory of the University of Leipzis produced waterless acid
cgyanide =~ a quickly acting poisen. There were seven aupules, one of them
received by my father-in-=law, the othors by Colenel Frick and General Stulp-
natel, <4 do not know te whow they distributed the others. On 19 July my
father-in=law, after a discussion with Field -arshal Hommel, told me that
tihe aclion would iake place jon the fellowing dey. On 20 July- L stayed in
my hospital. Luring the nifht of 20-21 July my father-in-law ordered me
to come te him and told we dbout the failure of the plot and the rash arrest
of the SD in Paris by General wvon Stulpnapgel.

Htm' this failure my father-in-law consid-red surrendering the lestern
Front to the #llies on his own authority, hoping the ovarthrow the Wazi regime
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Liviciens, but he hopos o suceped by Surgrise. Hp wont to tha front linas
but was unable +o seb bin toge with the Aliieq “ormandera.  On nin return ha
found ielg drshal lodel asz hie Successor and an order ta report te the
Fuhrer llg, I tid nol have an Opportinity to speak +g him a=ain -s Iy
hespital waz moving from rayis, in LCharlevilie 1 reccived the neva that

he had died saddenly oj apoplexy wihiile ep route from Verdnn to ot I

al onee realized that he had taken the Poilson as he neaved arrest -hy the Sp
when he arrived in Germany, (The resl manner of hig death pno tho reason
for it were kept secreﬂ by the Fuhrer's order., )

I wvas miven leave to attend lthe funeral ang in ietz al the fommandantup
I learneg that an autonsy had been Perforned by order of the 5D olficials,
Potassium cyanide had been found, By the uhper'a rervission burial tool
Place on 2 Sept at the fardly estate in Hohne near lathenew, Only the irma-
diate family was Present.. On following . the house wes dearched by
the Gestapo, 1 iyaelf went to Ijelq =arshal won lundastedt, who 1 knew wasg
an aecessory to the blot, to ask for pis dsgistance. 1 secured anothor leave
to Munster, vhore i vag “rrested on 12 Sopt hy a Plgh-ranking ofriesa] of
the Central Upurt 4y Serlin, by the name of Hupser, '

In Herlin I vag handed over to the 5icherhed tediecnat and imprisoned
in the frinz—ﬂlbrcchtstrHSSQ Drison. I was shackled and hag to s5it in the
light of a very bright lamp Oy and night 4in o small eell, Eeadinm, writing
and muokdines yore prelibited, The food wasa Mostly spoiled and se little that
1t scarecly Prevented stervation, Tirough one talkative ruard 1 iearned that
there were about 100 persons 4p the prison, Omly the rincipal persons
involvad in the mlot were inprisoncd there, LARY ore dlroady sentonsed to
death but the axecutions hﬂru Golayed to Zet as much information fromr tiaem
a8 possible, I Wags inp the ecll fcnnaziy‘ﬂccupicd Ly “arshal wvon Witzleben,
The punishnent einsisted of Bermanent shackling of tha hands behing the thack,
shackling of hands and CJeaboang beatinga.  lihen waaning t osaw A comrades
with new, deep wounde,  Amena my £o1lgw brisoners I recognized General Fromm,
Lajor Goerdeler (with Chﬂ#hs on bis feet), General Speldel, Adudral Canaris
and Yeneral (Jag Sacle. |

From tho Gestaps L learned that 2Ctessoryship 4n any degree hefore the
attentat and coneealing names after 20 July would mean death off the scaffold,

After several days L pot eivilian clothes ang L wag told that I was
dizcharred from the Army,  Ten deys later I was interrosated ier the [irst
times UIn the tourse of the interrﬂgatinns, which often toak Place in the
mddle of the nichty 4 had to adgrit that I Lhad producesd poison, but i nevep
adnitted the real purpose ir my knovledee of the rlct,
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After five weeks L wan relezsed by the leador of the 3D, Gruppenfuhrer
Euellcr, to 1{he astom shuent of ajl the mards. (1 assure throush the inter—
cesslon of v, lundstedi) The Gestapo officials thought it the fipst time
anyone had been released. I was ordered to report to the German Hich Commang
(Obcrkmmﬂandcj vhere L was tolg that I was to be reenlisted in the hehrmacht
owing to the lack of mrecons,

Vihen L went to sunster L learned that a cousin, karl Frnst Rathpens had
been hanred, my brother-in-law taken dinto kin—custﬂdy (Einpcnhﬂft) and my
vife, who thourht ne alreads dead, had had a breakdovm, leneceforth I and my
family wero cenctantly shaddwed and my letters Opened,
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I later took over ja Vichrmacht hospital at Donn and after I lost there
all my cauipment I returned to my fanily in bunsiore On 30 larch 1945 1
surrendered voluntarily to $he 1YLh Adrbeorne idvision in demdicr near
lunstor.

iy wpersonal opinion ia that if the fuitsen of 20 Juldy A4 had beeh
sunecessiul -- nesides saving the lives of nany thousands would have led
very soon io the rebuildineg of a peaceful denoeratie Germany under the ine
fluence of the USh and [Great Britoin, =g the capable Gorman collaboravors
were available. .fter-the failure of the plot, howewer, nearly all the nmen
known 22 adversariod of baziom were oxtinguished under the pretext of par-
ticipation, It was maintained that their names had been on a list for
leading positliens in the new govermment.
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