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SOURCE t, Lajor d.R.z,V. Wailhelm Ritter v. SCHRANM
Armed Torces Operctions Steff, OKV, August
1944 to April 1945.

DATE t 28 September 1945
PLACE t Third Army Intelllgence Center
INTERROGATOR ¢ Lt.Col. 0.J.Hala,

_m_fw-s. . Eﬂfﬂ?f-
A Personzl Data. |

I "Bxperiences as a Special Correspondent

II. WMilitary Publieity =nd Censorship
i

. Preparation 9f the Daily OEW Report
Y. Turning Pninas in German Publicf Opinion

HHHER

. DECLASSIFIED-DOD Dirsctive No, G202, 2T
Septombier 1055,

I. TDERSONAT DATA

Source im a World War weteran, a professional journalist and
'military publicist. VWhen |the Nazils came to power in 1933 he waa
atricken from the profesgional journmlists' roster bec-ume of the
book, Radidele Politik , which he published in 1832, Hls case was
finally cleared up and hz lafer joined fthe NSDAP . In 1937 he be-
came cditor of the military periodiedl Deutsche Infanterie, which
was published by the Deutsche Verlas, 2 suvsidlary of fThe Lher
Verlas. The publication was suspended at the beginming of the war,
From Sept 1939 to Hov 1840 he aerved as & censorship officer with
Army High Command 14 (ACE 14) and Army High Comms=nd 18 ( ACK 18)
in Poland end Fronce. From June to Giov 1941 he was a member of the
War Correspondent Company of the Army Supreme Command in the Ukraine.
Trom June 1941 €0 Fel 1943 he wos lilaison offilecer with the Army
for the publication YUnser Heer", when he was reasigned as special
mill<sary correspondeny on tne ooeflf of the Heerescruope 3td (Gl
v.honatein)., From April to Auz 1944 he held the same post on the
Staff of the Commander in the West (von Rundstedt and von Kluse).
In fug 1944 he wop asaizhed to the Armed Forces Operations Staff
where, as Generel Dittnmar's assistant, he prepared the deily OXW
conmunique. Source itends| to drametize his views snd stetements end
bitterly oritizes Nazi political and military leadership. It is
believed that hls stotements of facts are reliable. Source is :
quite intelligent, writep extremely well and is very cooperative.
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II. EYPERIMICES AS A SPACIAL CORRESPONDINT

-

Source states that as 2 censorshin officer with the AOEo he
cengored the erticles prepared by the PK corrcspondents., OLtentimes
they had to rewrite the articles zs "Goebbels' Grenodlera" knew
nothin- sbout mllliary affalrs and for the most part ecould not write.
The "Correspondent Company" (Derichterkompanie) wag eatoblished by
the OEH because Goebbels PX neople were hopelesa. There was only &
gmall number of these|hizher levyel military correspondents., Offl-
cinlly they were assiyned %o the Ic of the Army Groupn Conmands,

fomonz the experienced|military writers were wvon Schrarm, Col.Soldan,
and Dr.Shiifer (Army Group Central). Scldan was dlsmisged by Eitler's
orders in 1943 beczuse he wrote an arcticle for the Deutasche Al) -emcin
Zeituns predaing the ferman Genercl Steff. Source aloo ssctes tnab
the German Army publleation the "ililitir Wochsnblatt" wag suppresced
in the winter of lgdﬁlbﬂcuuaﬁ it rublished an article honorins von

deeckt as the creator|of the new Wehruachtb.

A8 speelal correspondent on wvon MHeustedn's staff from llarck
1943 to April 1944, source had accezsz to thewdally situation neps
and reportas and anstein's daily reports to Hiftler., By 2n arran: e-
ment between llanstein! end Rundstedt, souree made fouvr trips to the
Weat to lecture on Zazt Front onsrations before Mmdatedt's mtaff
and his divisional commandera. This wasg the oaly way the Weatzrn
Commanders were able to inform tnemselv:s, beyond the presz renorts,
of the course of gperations. on the Z2=st Front.

Source rexards llanstein as the best brain and outsianding
cormander in the German Army. Hitler disliked and feared [lensteln
ag _he could ftolerate no one to whom he did not feel superior.
General Scherff, Hitler's military historisn, rave source advice:
not to mention lienstein by name in his disvatehes but always o
refer to the Army Group South. Mansiteln's last great stratecic
guecesas was the planned break throush of Russian encirclin: forces
by General Hube's Panzer arny and the crossing of the Sereth in
slarch 1944, eneteln, by ordering the assembly snd withdrawal of

Hube'e forces toward the gouth gove the Ruesians the impression

thot the Penzer Army would attempt to break out in that direction.
When the Russlens madg correspon in% dispositiona, Lanstein ordered
Hube's army to brezk out Lo the west., Shortly after this succeaaful

operation Menstein was relieved.

i
II. MILITARY PUBLICITY AND CENSORSHIP

QUE3TICON : Vere you.£he author of the bilographical sketeh of ‘
- von liansteln that appeared in "Das Reich" in Herch 1944 7

v. SCHNAIGI: No, I did not write i%., The corrcspondent Freliherr

von imhol, who was with Manstein in the Crimean Campaign, was the

anthor, le wes writing on the conquest of Sevastopol, at the time.
The article created an unfavoruble impresailon in the Fihrer HQ and
contributed to lManstein's fall in April 1944, The article was in-

terpreted as an attempt to influence publie opinion.

QU_STICH : Fow were the battle designatlions, which appeared at

Intervals in the German press, orizinated ¢ Is there any thing
gpecial to be noted about them?

Y. SCHEAG: The pross had Instructlons %o adhere striotly to the
balilc designations of the daily OEW report. They were provnosed by
the competent anthorlty in the theater of operations and svnroved

bty Col.cen. Jedl, There were algse the battle desicnations tha

were ontered in she z0ldier's Wehrposs. These were published gt
nservols in the Army |Regulations Journal (Heeresverordnung:sblatt).
The Fixing of the datea end the nanming of the battles warawthe work

caf linjor d.R. Rieker in the Army Administration Office of the

General Staff, ORH.
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QUUSTION 3 Approximately, on 29 July 1944 the daily OEW report
p— appeared with a supplement in which Condrs and Diviselona were
eited. Vhy was the yrocedure chan-ed and who decided whethop 2]

Comdr or Division should he cited ?

-

V.OOHEALN: Faturslly eitation in the OBYW renorb w.s o highly prized

horor, The whole matter co% entircly out of hend anag every comdii

: end unit wanted and cxpected the honor. In the end every QGomdr und
every unit that stood its sround, wrz cited. To prevent a complete

.. Gevaluation of the OEW citation ond to prevent the lengthenin_: of

 the OKW report (1% beqeme nevertheless longer and lonzer!) a new
rling was issued. Aceording to the new regulation only outstanding
achisvemsnts in a agpecifie siftustion or action could be g0 honored.
Over the citetions for wnite requosted by the Supreme Comdras of the

i branches of the Wehrmacht, Col.Gen.Jodl made the final deciaion.
i Requesta for the citotion of Waffen-535 wmits and Comdrs were sranted

almost without exeention.

QUIESTION : Vhat branch or office prepared the biographical skeiches

! 0f Comdres receiving the tterkrouz 7
V. SCHLUMEL: Zack of the thres bronches of $he Vehrmach+ assizned a
. numoexr of officers %o prepars the skebches bor the bazls of materials
1 recelved from thedr respsciive personnel offlcea. laji.Dr.Rieker of
the Army Adninistration Divieion,0iH, was in char-e of *this work
b for the Army. The biourephies wers woviewsd and revised by g spe-
2 cial branch in the Yehrnacht Fropegenda Office, ORW, in Berlin, and
then released for publicsiion. Thare was men criticism of the out-
Byle of %thess blogsraphlesl skotchzs.

and drled form =nd the siyle
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npeged on military wrlte:z

£ #nd correapondents ?
V.SCEDAIL] : The censorzhip resulations wers currently exponded
during The war ond filled sn entire book, which was closslificd "secores
] In redtrospect the folllowing developmehta ara outatonding
: \ 1. During the Ruggian campaisn it was forbidden %o mention %he
s Ssupreme Comdrs and Ge@urala in operational digspatchss without the
: (8pecial permission of [bthe Fiihrer E(. Likewise Zhe publication of
photogravhs o7 Army Comdrs smd Cenerals required speclasl permiassion.
It w§3‘clﬂa£ that publicity and poyularitg for the Generals was dige
. truated by Hitler =nd must be prevented. Only in Rommel's case was
an execeptlon made, - \
2. Stalingrad was| likewise a furnine point, Higher authority

bezen to show the preatest senalitivity toward all military writing
and publielty. In Feb 1943, teneral d. Art,z.b,V, iliiller held g
conference af the 0KV in Zerlin at which he announiced new resula-
tilons from ithe Pithrer HG in natters of rillitary publicity. In all
mildsary writing the followin: cubjects were benneds:

2 fﬂ: Elﬂ;l;n; ﬂgtLﬁr prolsing of Col.Gen.Seeckt asz the

Latasr’ oi thc new Wehrmach¥. (Hitler olaimed this honor entively
for himself) For heving offended in this respact the Militirwoehsn—
blats wos suspended forthwith,

GJ) Tae men¥ioning of Genersls and soldiera in public print

wnen they hed noi b?x:|speﬂifically menvloned in the OFy renprt,

SR PR £ ey L Y ol P g SRR T ol : = —
W R couteiin ok AT ohuiip SSWTLLY of the Gemeral Steff,
A kT Y SFOUBE o0 el e AT gt DRLLOLONE GRaadions, 5
N/ el DLRI O RaSparcgamens 3% the oXfSurin: fof menesrd e
: il b el i :
b 3e dnoshes develolmeny won 4hs imtervention of the Reioha-
i KUMor 25 Hissaler in pilitery publicity, A% hie fnatlcation the
] X . = —_— - ke s e - - ek Fae-]
A BRBALAT Dt [l R T e S R e ; i
] jf’jrujnJ“i"IfﬁgﬂﬁenJ. - RS Arhy Group Center, Dr.Schéfer (editor-
J s-Gllizl oL whe Hodndlsphe Jeltuns) was removed because he Lave a

sorics of lecturcs before higner headquarters officers
stk ot a c on_charlea XIX
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QUEITION : What would you suy were the main trends in the direc-
tives pertoining to military publicity 7 : 3

v. SCURALDG: 1. A1) stetencnts were to be avolded which would
oTTord tne enemy inforwation azbout the German situation.

o, Wditorz snd corraspondenis must adhere elosely to
the OEW report and alyays write in azreement with it.

. o predictions and no surmlses as Yo future

German intentiones were permitted.

4. lio vnits or names could be msntloned nof previoualy
mentioned in the CEVW reports.

5. All publicity wes to be factual and must above all
portray the achievements of the troops.

6. Any suggestion of critlcism of the Supreme Command

must be avoilded. ; >
Te 1IN preEs dispatches the honor of the German Vehrmacht
and respeet for the German soldier must be preserved.

TV PREPARATION OF THE DAILY OEW REPORT

QUZSTION : Will yowu Besoribe in deiall = %hs preparatlion of the
daily OEVW report © e
7. SOURAITL: with recepd o ths OKW report in cenerel, ths follo-
- =L & » i :
win- spould be said: T

—-

L

1. The OEW reportt was sxelusively e regponaibility of the
Armed Proces Qperstichs Stafl and its ghief, Goneral Jodl, :

5" "In she time when I was drafting the rspor® (Octl 44 to
April 45) neither Hitler nor Goebbels and thae Propesanda ilinistcy
exerted any influencel over 1t.

3. Col.Gen.Jodl firmly insisted that the report follow close-
1y the incoming dispeftches and Fhat it be written in wholly asccep-
$table militery lanzusze. , ]

At ﬁ%e bezinfing of my duty I receivsd sirlich inatructions

! eliminéte all chesp expreasions such as "auccessful withdrowal ete.

(see chart page 6)

V. TURNING TOINTS TN GEZRMAN PUBLIC OPINION.

QUHESTION : As you observed developments in Gernany and ot the
Pront what events would you single out as turning pointe in
Germarn public oplnion 7

v. SCHAAIIM: From my obacrvabtions during the war I think the
Tollowinge were bthe moot imporitant furhing points:
1. In gPoonltlve sense :
a. Tne rapid donclusion of the Polish Campalgn.
b. The inactivity on the Western Front in the winter 1939-40.
¢. The snuecccsg of German troeps in MNorwry,
d. The wapid snd comnlete suscess 1n the Western Campaicn
I% sontradicted and shomed: 2ll skepticas, ineluding the
Genersls,.sh: feneral Stalf and the old front veierans.

Loy b g el rynn . {5~ o 4.1 ol : e ] ¥ e
I% wes then easy for fhe Rerty propagenis U0 preseny
i R alo & R ¥ = =

1itler o the "gproatest genius of vhe cseg".

gy The rapid congusgst ol %ae Balktans end She congueat of
Crese without the 2id of ssa power. This gave supportd
to E@c atelenment :" Lothing is impoeslble for the Germon
goldler .,
£, ommel's victorles in Alrica. This seened %o confirm the
walief thol %he CGorman soldler was puperlor to the British
g£. The encirclement bettles (Kesselschlachten) in the ZToat
in 1941 with their millions of prisoners snd enormoua
booty of wpr. Ay

2, In a nevative sense i -

a. The Loas of the winver batile before lioscow, in 1941, C4
which wes seen as the Lirst heand writing on the wall.
b, The decleraion of war vpon the United States, It wes re-

T E

celvad with great skepiicien,
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The catastrobhe at Stalin-rad. It shook for  the firat
JIme the yubjlic's firm bellel in Hitler's infalliblty.
The opposition of the Sencral Staff azain medoe ite i
gnyearancs.
mhe mis-earriose of the swnmer offensive (1943) on the
dnegt Tront and the reoulting loss of the Ukraine.

The Allled invasion erid the loss of France, occuring
pimiltaneously with catastrohpe on the Eas% Front, This
was Telt as the decisive Yurning point in the entire

WET e y

the ohiempt on Hitler's life revealed that a part of %he
renersl Staff officers re-srded Hitler's lezdershlp as
catastrophlc.

The feilure of the German Ardennes OfLfendlve.

The invasion of Gerueny proper Ly enemy forces from the
Tast ond VWest. At that moment public confidence in the

leadership dollapsed completely. Thereafter only the
appenrgnce qf positive morale was meintained by arti-

fieinl meand.
: |
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PREPARLTION OF THE OKW REPORT

1, Prelininary Work: Evening after 20:00 hrs.

Situosion Rept| [3iftuation Hept. TN L10n Hep . |olsuation Rept |
| A Yeat Baot uﬂuthﬁﬂﬂt Hortia

l.FrelimlnarJ Druft,
Rept. of CEVW Theaters

e

2, Geperal Bditing @ HMerning between 00:00 ond 11:00

& OKH Rep® | |  wevy ] (T Tuftgarte | 04w Theater |
' Feat Fronty r. e ! : ' TEP{J d

. GU
{ Dﬁnsolidation of all Reporte | .
ihy Waj. VeSchramm |
: !

11: 30 - 12:00

gubmlgsion of first draft tn.
Gen. v.Wedel for editing and
| emendment

[ W—— e i.é.:._{:;d,-.._.___-....--.-.-.—,.._._.___.__.-._- / : iI
mransmittal of the draft to !

: o Reich Preas Chief and Prop&—
4. - zanda Winistry.

g e s . 1 e R TR e R A

13:00
gubmission of corrected draft
to Col.Cen. Jodl by liaj.
v. Schramnm

i e e e S = S S e

1

{ 13 30

. ?ﬂlﬁase of the finsl amended
draft of the CLW report by

i Gcl.lcn. Jodl

i

|

1

Tranﬂmittal tc Preas and
Radlo

| 4
Note: The preliminary report from the CKW theatem was revised
—  and amended on the basis of later incoming dispatches.
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«Hachlass Gros#cfurth

= r LRt a0

Elazzzadtaiin Sop, 105%

~ T N
Sehr geehrter Herr Dr.Krausnick, I -ﬂ? j“

Den kachlass Grcssz?hrth,den Pie mir freundlicherweise Aﬁ
Uberlassen haben,hasbe ich inzwlachen durchgearbeitet.Von den [
sleben Denkschriften,die der englische bezw.amerikanische Be= jr;
arbeiter Genersaloberst Seck zuschreibt,sind nach Uberpriifung {{
einwandfrei wvon Beck : /

a) dur driepmslare nach ibschluss des polnischen Feldzugs

b) Das deutsche Friedensangebot v.6.10.39 und der mbgs= é
liche weitere ariegsverlauf ?

¢ )Zwischenpause hach demiisserfolg des deutschen friedens=
angebots

d) Eine Wendung im bisherigen Krieg ? 3

e) Die russische Frage fiir Deutschlanﬂ,eine.ekizze

£) Bebrachtung iiber die deutsche Lage um die Jahreswende
1939/40

Bei diesen Schriftetiicken sind sichere Hingeise auf die
iuborachaft Becks
l.Der Vergleich mit den"Studien" Becks hinsichblich 5til,Methode
des Aufbaus,Ubereinstimmung in bestimmten Hedﬁendungen
2.Der Hinweis auf Clausewitz,der fiir Beck charakteristisch ist.
Das Zitat auf 3.17 Clausewitz : Vom Kriege,B8.Buch,6,Kapitel B
igl auch der Studie "Strategie"(A.a.0.5.69 ) vornhgestellt.
2.0er [inwels auf die Anaprache Becks zum 125 jahrigen Jubilszum

der sriecgsakademie aufl 3.43 e
Nicht s0 sicher ish die alleinize Autorschaft Becks;der Denk=
schrift "Das drohende Unheil! (S5.72-85) Hier glaube ich an eine

litarbeit Goerdelers,weil hier nicht nur eine "Lagebeurteilung"

vorliegt,sondern bereits entschieden polikiseh Stellung gq??mmen




v.schranm T

wird.solche yusammenarpeit,wie sle den Gencralshabsgepfhogens=
heiten entsprach,lésat sich einwandfrei o2i dem mir z.Z4t.vors=
liegenden Teilnachlass Goerdelers feststellen.

Die Dankschrift "Die Bedeutung des russisch=finnischen
gusammenstosses fiir die gegenwértige lage Deutschlands"mochte
ich aufgrund der Diktion G o B T d eler allein zuschreiben.

&

Nun habe ich eine grosse Bitte : Wie Sie ja von Herrn leske
wissen,bereite ich eine grosse lonographie Becks vggéﬁgvor soll
gber noch im Kohler=Verlag ein II.Band der"studien"/von mir hers=
ausgegeben werden,der die Aleademie-Rede ,die Denkschriften voll-
stEndig (vor dem Gicktritt) sowie weitere bisher unbekannte Ars=
g : beiten bringen soll.Die im aohlass Grosscourth enthaltenen
'? é? Denkaschriften sind m.E. sehr zeitpebunden und scheiden deshalb\7

ﬁqﬁh& aus.Ausgenommen sind nur
'&H?.“ die Slkizze :"Die russische Frage flir Deutschland”

ﬂh%‘ﬁﬁﬁ—qﬁp- Betrachtung iiber die deubtsche Lope von 5.63 = Jo
ﬁiﬁfﬁﬁﬁug s Teh habe deshalb die frosse Bitte an Sie,sehr verehrier
d*?h%ﬁf Herr Dr.Krausnick,diese Denkschriften fiir die "Studien" zur
fresed an s Verfiipung zu stellen.
_i:,ﬁﬁgwﬁhﬂ} Konnen wir uns am kommenden Dienstag daruber unterhalten?

Ptsto = Eirendd, Ich bringe den Akt murlick und wire inhnen dankbar,wenn wir uns
i i _ . etwa lo.30 tiber die hier angeschlagenen Themen unterhalten
ﬁu Mart smnten
i*{l'ij LL Inzwischen verbiddliche Grisse ‘
i Ihres aufrichtig ergebenen
MoV iy Aciti, v hnerteten
fvm (oats = JTadotfin jim |
Aa vl VP A e ;.W‘E’ﬁ-fm:
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