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EDMUND H. STINMES, FPh.D.
DEFARTMENT OF GO‘!ERNMIEHT
HAVERFORD COLLEGE
HAVERFORD. PA.
RESIDENCE

75| MILLBROOCK LANE
HAYERFORD, PA,

FHOME: ARDMORE 8759

October 17, 1945

Captaln Samuel R. Conkling

Office of United Statea Chief of Counsel 'P.- bl
for Prosecution of Axis Criminality L
Room LEBTO - The Pentagon

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Captain Conkling:

Referring to our conversation of October 13th I have
in the meantime rewritten the draft which Lleutenant M. E. Rome
‘prepared as .a result of our discussion on that date. I am enclosing
herewlth a properly executed astatement asnd hope 1t will serve your
purposes. In case there should be any further questiona kindly do
call upon me. I shall be wvery glad to cooperate.

While sending you the enclosed statement I should like
to smphasize onoce more that from the point of vlew of the rs-
education of the German people 1t seemsa to me of the greatest
importance to clsrify the corruption and fraid which led to
Hitler's appointment as Reichaskenzler. Easpecially those two
persons, Melganer and von Hlndenburg, who aa publlc servants
broke thelr alleglisnce toc the Republlc and 1ts Constitution cannot

be judged toQ hard, especlally ss in both thelr cases corruption
ls Involved. .

From the same point of view of German re-sduction it will
be of greatest importance to bring to light the unbelievable amount
of corruption whioch is connected with several leading Nagis and
eapecially Goering. Only a list of sll the wedding presents on
the occaslon of hle second marrlage would be a sensatlon - from
allver platea and spoona given by the insurance companies to
plain cash given by the German banks. Such cases as the permits
granted to Jews to leave Germany against payment of $50,000.
to some private account of Goering in Switgerland should alsc not
be forgotten. As I mentioned to you and Lisutenant Rome the latter
case gould be confirmed by Mr. Frlitz-Carl Sarre in Berlin who sur-
vived the chaoa and is now working for American interssts, I am
told. But there 18 probably no better source of informeation on
all these matters existing than Mr. Gritzbach, whose cooperation
would be invaluable in case it 1s posaible to get it.

Slncerely your
e
s

&
Edmund H. Stinnea

EHS/k
Enol.

F.5. Please remember me to Lisutenant RKome. E.H.5.
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STATE OF PENNSYLVANTIA:
' H ]

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY 3
Edmund|Stinnea, 751 Millbrook Lane, Haverford, Fennsylvanla,

first being duly sworn according to the law deposes as follows;

1. Everybody with good connections in Germany knew that the
old Reichspraesident, Paul von Hindenburg, deapised Adolf Hitler.
Only with contempt Hindenburg spoke of Hitler as éhu "Boehmiache
Muss-Gefreite", the Bohemlan Corporal. However, 1t 1s very little
known who pressed the old man to appoint Hitler as Relchslanszler
in January 1933 and for what oconsiderations. Otto Melssner, Oscar
von Hindenburg, and Franz von Papen share in this reaponsibility.

&, Otto Meisasner, a born Alsatian, a former democrat, and a
long-%time public servant, became secrstary (Staatssekretaer)

to the first German Praeaident, the soclallst Fritz Ebert. Um
Ebert's death Melssner became secretary to his sucossaor,
Hindenburg. He always lived beyond his means. Thanks to his
frisnds in Berlin's banking community until 1929 he was always
able to "earn" suffiolent additional money by marginal trading
on the Berlin stock market. But after the Wall Street crash

of 1929 he defaulted on #his margin mccount with the Commersz

und Privet Bank in Berlin. In 1332 Goerlng succeedsd in getting
copleas of this sccount, and from that time on Melssner was a
tool of the Nagzis. For some years, in Ebert's time and after-
wards, I met Melssner occasionally. At one such meating
Melssner mentioned how difficult it had been to induce old
Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as Reichskanzler against '
Eindenburg's conscience and explained that it had been =
nescessary to scare the old man by telling him that this was
the only way of avolding bloodshed before his death. Haiaﬁnar
also mentionsd to me that Hitler acknowlsdged his ubligntiﬁn
toward Meissnsr on Hindenburg*a death by appolnting him hils

aacretary.
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Kurt Sobernheim, & Jew, manager of the Commerz und Privab
Bank st the time of Meissner's default, was killed by the Nazis
after the occupation of Paris. _

Melssner, & cunning, intelllgent, and ambitious man who as
public servent wqs under allegiance to the Weimar Republic
and its Constitution, must have known that he betrayed the
Rapuhliﬁ.anﬂ the Constitution by pressing the slready senlle
Hindemburg to turn over the power to Hitler, & man Who had
often enough publicly declared his intention of destroying %u
Republic and its Constitution.

b. Oatar von Hindenburg, professional officer of remarkable
arroganse and stupidity--a typical Hollywood Junker figure=--
was military secretary (Militaer Adjudnnﬁ} of his father, the
0ld Reichspraesident. As such he exercised a very strong
influence. After the Firat World Wer German business had be-
stowed upon the old man "Neudeak", a middle-sized farm in East
Prussia. However, in order to evade a later inheritance tax
the son, as I was told years ago, reglstered the property in
his own name without the knowledge of hils father, yho was neo
business man. On the farm the son built a luxurious house on
eredit. He also defaulted in the economic orisls after 1929.
If I am not very much mistaken, Oscar von Hindenburg was also
involved in one of the notorlious margin aeccounts with the
Commerz und Privat Bank. There will be sufficient former
bankers of Berlin in New York or London to c¢lear up this
point.

The knowledge of this situation enabled the Nazls to .use
Hindenburg's son to influence his father to yield to the A
pressure for Hitler's appolntment. After Hitler came into
power he repaid his debt to Oscar von Hindenburg by conaulidatiﬁg
the 1ltturT£ finances, transferring a great state farm to hﬂi:
and making the combined property forever tax exempt, -hin&f.
covered the previcus tax fraud. ¥
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In a discussion, probably in 1936 in Vienns, Franz von Papen
told me that it hed iinn impossible for him in June 193l when
Hitler killed von Papen's main collaborators, to reach old
Hindenburg. The reason for this, agcording to von Papen, was
the fear of Hindenburg's son that an interference of the dying
Ruihhuprlulidant on behalf of von Papen's persecuted friends
would infuriste Hitler and thereby endanger the aforementloned
financial arrangements in respeét to Neudeck. All this time
Oscar wvon Hindenburg, like Meissner, owed slleglance to the
Weimar Republic and its Constitution. The whole affair waa
such a seandal that after the death of the Reichspraesident
German scoiety to some extent boyootted Oscar von Hindenburg.
But the German people know but little about thls, perhaps the
worat case of corruption -in Germen history.

I met Osear von Hindenburg only on very rare offlecial
occasions during the Weimer period.
€. Franz von Papen, from the First Wnrlﬂ-ﬂar on, was an in-
timate friend of the Hindenburga, both father and son. On
account of this intimate relationship Hindenburg appointed von
Papen Reichsksnzler as successor to Erining. Von Papen com-
pletely failed, sand his friend, the former War lilnister von
Schleicher, was appointed his successor. Von Papen was con-
vinced that von Schleicher had betrayed him and was responsible
for his railufa. He took revenge by uaing all hls influence Lo
have Hitler replace von Schlelcher in January 1933, with himself
ag Hitler's deputy.

I knew von Fapen well because I was ranpnnaibla for the news-
paper interests of my late father during the perlod from hls
deeth in the spring of 192 until mylaapnratiun from the family's
affairs in the summer of 1925. Among these interests was a 1%
controlling block of shares, of which von Papen was trustes,

in the newspaper Germania. He was not a man of any real apility.

nov




3 e

g

His iéninnaritg was 80 evident that I have never been able to
understand hls great influence. Whlle Ambassador in Vienn& he
wag undoubtedly & useful toel of Hitler, though he repestedly
told leading Austriena that he loathed Hltler. There is no
quesation that at leasat Frau von Papen and several of thelr
ehildren, all devout Catholiecs, were strong anti-Nagis snd
gquite frank sbout 1t.

2. Among the prominent Germasns who worked in favor of Hitler
and his party before 1G3% were iritz Thyssen and Hjalmer G. Schacht.
Nelther, however, wes & publie servent, end n?ither exerted any con-
slderable influence on Hindenburg or the llatAE:fman Government.

a. Fritz Thyssen, son of the famous pioneer industrislist
August Thyssen, had very serious strugples with his late father
in esrlier years, and suffered from m marked inferlority complex.
He never had any particulsr talente in business or pclitics but
wWas very ambltious to become & grest national leader. Always a
courageous and aincﬁre man of principle he was impriscned as
Soviet hoatage by the Communiets in & terror wave 1ln Lecember
1918 and I think he was persecuted by the French durlng the Ruhr
invasion in 1923. This increased his nationelisz and mede him
an ardent adherent of Hitler. He toock advantage of all his con-
tacts to collect money for the Nagl party and thereby, before
Hitler ceme into power, made himaself unpopular with meny mcderéte
Germens.

After Hitler had come into power, when Hitler started to
attack Cathollce end Jews, Thyssen beceme one of hils strongest
antagonists. Thyssen was a devout Catholic and had meny Jewlsk
friends such as Jekob Goldschmidt, now in New York. Thyssen
betrayed nelther Catheolicism nor his Jewlsh friends but rade
himself extremely unpopular with the Nazl party while delending
them. In 1939 he openly opposed in the Keichatsmg Sermeny's
attack on Poland. Immediately he had to flee beceuse Hitler

intended to kill him. Later the Viehy French police kidnapped

1
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Thﬁaaan in unocoupied France and surrendered him to the Nazls.
He was liberated by the Allies from a Hazl concentratlion camp
when Germany surrendered. In a discussion with Mra. Stinnes in
1940 in Switzerland Thgsaﬁn was very remorseful, feeling that he
had bet on the wrong horse. He sald that he had erred in Hitler
as everybody can err in the selection of a ganéFEi manager for
an industrisl enterprilse. I

b. Hjslmar G. Schacht, one of the most brilliant financlers

of our time, has always been sdmired by many of the heads of the
lesding national banks of the world. ,8chacht 15 & man of burnling
ambition, but he 1s not without religlous princlples.

Schecht supported Hitler's rlse into power witﬂm;enl. He
hoped for & strong nationalist Germany but also for a strong and
powsrful Schacht. As a brilliant netional banker 1t was hia.
aim to expand the Germen economy &nd create desperately
needed employment 1ln order to check the disaatrous depresalon.
He intended to enlarge Germany's internatlonal trade by monetery
measures 1n splte of the eggravated difficultiss which CGermany
was facing because hls prédecessar had feiled in 1931 to follow
the request of the Bank of England to abandon the gold standard.

Schacht was extremely successful with hla economic planning
@ d probably expected to become economle dictator of the Third
Relch. However, he too, like e0 many outstanding leaders of the
Western Democracles, had to lesrn that "one camnot do busliness
with Hitler." As it turned out Schacht did not dominate Hitler
tut was forced to become Hitler's tool in financlng an unaound
war economy. After various fricticns between the twoc men it
came to an open break at the end of 1930 when Schacht declined
to cooperate in unlimited War finsncing. He resigned. IFrom
thet time on he increaslingly became an open opponent of Hitler

and the Nazls, opposed Cermeny's entreance ilnto the war, and

ended in a Nezl concentration camp.
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In spite of Schacht's position in the Third Reich he did not
betray his Jewish friends. He met Paul Silverberg in publie
in Lugeno and his good relations with Otto Jeidels, now in this
country (Bank of Ameriecs), were continued after 1933. Schacht's
opposition to anti-semetlc terror was so well known in this
country that George RKublee of Waehington, who as personal re=
praaanthtiva of the late Presldent went to Eurcpe in the winter
1938/39 in behalf of the suffering Jews, tried to call on _
Schaoht for his cooperation. But this happened at the time of
Schacht's breeak with Hitler, when Schacht no -longer had any
influ4nce.

since 1924 I have met Schacht on verious occasions, the last

time in Switgerlsnd after his break with Hitler in 1939. At
that time he made violent antl-Nszl statements.

%, Gustav Krupp von Eohlen und Halbach was never to my
knowledge & real Nagl at heart. Eefore Hltler had come into
power he belonged to political partiga which opposed Hitler.
Thereafter he jolned the Nazl party, with so meny other leadling
Jermans, for ressons of expediency. For simllar reespns he accepted
all kinds of honors and positions, and recelved Hitler as hls guest.
A decent but weak man, EKrupp von Bohlen felt he had to dc so 1n
order to save the Krupp enterprise for his children. It should be
sdded that von Wilmowsky, the husband of the younger Krupp slster,
always defled Hitler. He was a devout adherent of Niempller's
Confessional Church. Von Wilmowgky I knew well, as we Doth
belonged to that Church. Krupp von Eochlen I knew only slightly.

L. Erich Gritzbach was political secretary (Staatsrat) with
Goering. He was a former foreign-office man and came into prominence
with Goering, en account of hls unusual talents, dlligence, and
efficiency, when the lstter became Frusslan dictaetor after January
1g3%. In his ﬁuaitinn of confidence with Goering Gritzbach must

have witnessed meny cases of terrorism, looting, and erime cemnected
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with the highest Nazls, especially Goerlng. Doubtless, however, .
he lmcked the power necessary to interfere in such cases where
prominent persons incurred the personal hatred cof Hitlaf or
Gnariﬁg. In many ceses he was able to save less important people.
For 1nutnnue; he helped me to save some of my employees and workmen
who had been thrown by the SS into a concentration camp.

In the winter of 1938/39 it was Critzbach who arranged for
George Rublee of Washington to meet Goering in order to help mitligate
the plight of German Jewry. As & consequence from that time on
to the beginning of the war Jewlsh péraauutiﬁu in Germany was
practicelly stopped. :

Gritsbach told Mrs: Stinnes in 1940 in Italy that he had
warned Goering and Hitler in advance against attacking Peland
because he believed it would lead to a general conflagration.

Both Hitler and Goering, under the influence of Ribbentrop, refused
to listen to any such warnings. For several weeks afterwards
Goering did not spesk to Gritszbech. (Among all the key Nazls

there 1s no more sinister eriminal to be found then Ribbentrop.)

Gritzbach was well kmown to me before the Nazls came into
power. We continued to meet on ?Qrioua occasions afterwards.
Although he was forced to becoms mixed up with dealings in whnlch
an honorsble msn should not have allowed himself to become in~-
volved, he was fundamentally decent. There 1s hardly & persomn
in Germany who will know more aboub Nazl corruption than Gritzbach.
In order to spread the truth among the German pecple 1t_wnu1d be
of greet value to gain his cooperation 80 thet the crimes and
corruption of the leading Nazls can be brought to light.

5. It would be of great value also to discover the documents
of the Nazl Party which reveal all who financed the Party both before
and after Hitler came into power, s0 long as contributions were
voluntary. Hitler had very strange bed-fellows, foreigners as well

as Germens. Un the occasion of the last preaidential campalgn 1ln
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Germany, Oscar Wessermann, & Jew and the leading executlve oi the

largest Cerman bank, the Deutsche Bank, could be forced to contrlbute

to the cnmpaign of Hitler's opponents only by being confronted with

the fact that his previous contribution to Hitler's party was Knowrn.
6. After I left the Hugo Stinnes intereats in 1925 I was

owner of the AVUS, & privete toll and racing road linking Potadem

and PBerlin. The Nezls forced me to "sell" this property to Nazl

interests for berely 12% of 1ts construction value.

(SEAL)

Edmnd Stinnes

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 17th day of Qctober, 1l3L5.

i)
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Erliduterungen zu den Briefen von Kaiser Wilhelm II AL @ﬁ/&:‘?’ if““-i‘ﬁ idc
an Edmund H. Stinnes, in der Zweit zwischen 1927-1934.,° 'kt Posy

Hugo Stinnes, mein im Jahre 1924 verstorbener Vater, hat Kaiser
Wilhelm II nur einmal grlebt. Es war dies anlésslich eines grossen
Dfners bei der Familie¢ Krupp aut dem Hiigel in Essen. Als mein
Vater dem Kaiser vorgestellt wuide., sagte dieser zu ihm : " Sie sind

 mein grosser Gegner., " Das war an sich richtig und traf auch fir

August Thyssen zu, Aber eine Ertgegnung ertibrigte sich.

Dieses Ereignis ist mir nur desialb so gut in Erinnerung geblieben,
weil es meinen Vater damals so "clasiete, zu sehen, wie den anwesen-
den Damen und Herren der Gesel schafi andauernd der gute Markobrunner

" Wein, Jahrgang 1893, Trnckenbe:&ren-ﬂualese nachgeschenkt wurde, ob-

wohl die gefiillten Glidser dann stehen blieben, ohne ausgetrunken zu werden.
Mein Vater war ein grosser Rheiuwein-Xenner und er trank auch téglich

—=dgvon,” Aber Gister wiurde bel urs nur dann Weln angeboten, wermm menm ~ T T

vorher fesistellen konntz, dass es sich auch wirklich um Wein-Liebhaber
handeilte,

Diese Episode mit dem damals noch reglerenden Kaiser habe ich ab-
sichtlich meinen eigenen Erfahr ngen mit Wilhelm II vorausgeschickt.

Aufgrund'meiner Freundschaft mit dem: holléndischen Bankier Eduard
von der Heydt, an dessen Bank ich damals beteiligt war, kam ich oft
nei Hanc v oort el Dohoevdningdt S | it
seiner zweiten Frau Wilhelmine @ Exil lebte. Die Briefe, die der -
Kaiser und seine Frau mir damsa!s schrieben, stammen aus den Jakren
1927 bis 1831, :

" | Ao T AT R el S R Lot A T
LR Lfe made doh el ey By bR b Lkt e = b e

In der Emigration war der alte, wilrdige Herr weitgehend aufgelockert
gegeniiber der Vergangenheit. E  hinterliess mir z. B, einen besonderen
Eindruck, als er rich fragte, warum ich mich mit meinem Veater tiber-
worfen hatte. Ich bekannte, dass ich meinem Vater in alier Offenheit
entpegengetreten war, was vielleicht falsch gewesen sei. Darauf er-
widerte der Kaiser, dass es inm genauso ergangen sei, Auch er habe
“eine Anzohl Feller begangen, dii: er'sicher unterlassen hitte, wenn-er
damals schon i{iber seine spéteret Erkenntnisse verfiigt hiitte. Ich er-
wihnte z, B., dass der Reichskauzler Fiirst Bilow einmal gesagt hatte :
"Wenn ich seiner Majestit, dem <aiser, in seine blauen Augen sehe,
dann kann ich ihm immer nur das sagen, was er gerne hort."
Darauf antwortete der Kaiser imoulziv: "' Kaum einer hat mich spiter
mehr verraten als Bidlow. "

Natiirlich war es schwierig, beir: Kaiser etwas durchzusetzen, womil
er an sich nicht einverstanden w: r. So hatte mich das Ehepaar Henry
Ford sen. bei einem vorherigen JSA-Aufenthalt in Detroit gebeten, ich
gollte mich beim Kaiser fiir des:on dltesien Enkelsciin, Prinz Louls
‘Ferdinand verwenden, damit dervelbe wieder zuriickkehren kinne

zur Ford Motor Company, wo er sich friher so ausgezeichnet bewahrt
hatte. Henry Ford hatie mir die :ieshezliglichen Papiere mitgegeben
und ich habe sie dem Kaiser gaweigl.
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Dieser war anféinglich ganz aufgnsbracht, dass sein Enkelschn erneut
zu einem "'Kaufmann'' geher solie, noch dazu einem nicht-deutschen !
Jeder andere Grossvater wire stolz gewesen auf diese Bewé&hrungs -
beweise seiner Nachliommen - nicht so Wilhelm II. Die Tétigkeit
eines "Kaufmannes' passte nich. zu der Familie der Hohenzolletn,
Doch schliesslich gelang es mir doch - auch dank der Unterstitzung
eines gewigsen Herrn Grancy, cer gerade beim Kaiser weilte -
denselben umzustimmen. '

Hierzu méchte ich erkliren, duss es das Recht des Kaigers war,
. liber seinen Enkelsohn zu bestimumen, nicht aber des Kronprinzen,
. der ja der Vater von Louis Ferdinand war, Ich selbst stand auch
mit dem Kronprinzen sehr gut, Doch auch noch im Exil blieb nach
dem alten Reglement die Autoritit des Kaisers gewahrt.

~ In Doorn beherrschte der Kaizer die gesamte Gesellschaft, Man muss
. - Jedoch zugeben, dass er ein Husserst liebenswiirdiger Gastgeber war.
Die Mahlzeiten waren bescheiden aber immer sshr wiirdig, Es gab
nur einen Gang und eine Nachspeise, dazu immer den gleichen Rosé -
Sekt, sowie Mineralwasser. Der Kaiser fithrte die Unterhaltung,
und zwar meistens iiber seine beiden Hauptthemata : die Aus grabungen in
Ur und die Héhlentempel im Innaren Afrikas, voh denen ich vorher noch
nie etwas gehdrt hatte. Seine Vortrige waren eigentlich immer faszinierend.

Nnr auf einermn Gebiet, nimlich :af dem Aar Finanran wallta doar Kaigar
mehr von mir wissen, Im Gegernsatz zu Baron von der Heydt, dezsen
Fihigkeiten eher auf dem Gehiet der ostasiatischen Kunst lagen, war
der Kaiser ein ausgezeichneter Bankier, der auch meine diesbeziigliche
» Begabung anerkannte. Diese Begabung des Kaisers stammt wohl von
seiten seiner Mutter, der Tocht r der englischen Kénigin Viktoria, durch
welche er zur Familie Koburg gehérte, wo der judische Hofarzt den
legitimen Vater ersetzt hatte, wie Disraeli feststellte, bevor er die
. Genehmigung zur Heirat der Konigin Viktoria gab, Aus diesem Grunde
-war auch fiir mich eine Unterhal'ung mit dem alten Herrn immer sehr
interessant. Uebrigens hatten atch Eduard VII, Leopold von Belgien und - >
“Ferdinand von Ruménien die glei che Begabung T (AlS alis dem gleichén Blute !)

Wilhelm II hatte ein kérperliches Gebrechen : einer seiner Arme war von
Geburt aus verkriippelt. Die Mut.er des Kaisers soll zutiefst bedauert
haben "einen Kriippel' fiir den deutschen Thron geboren zu haben. Dieser
Umstand erméglichte es gpédter Bismarck, den Kaizser gegen seine Mutter :
unddles Englische aufzuhetzen, Tatsichlich war es jedoch fir den Kaiser -
vollig egal, ob er zu Pferde eine etwas mehr oder weniger gute Figur
-machife. Somit war dieser Kompiex wirklich vllig unberechtigt, aber
leider eine Tatsache.

Wenn Besucher nach Doorn kame1, erwartete man von iknen, dass sie
eine Anzahl Rosenstriuche fiir des schéne Rosarium des Kaisers als
Geschenk mitbrachten. Selbsiverzt&ndlich habe auch ich das jedesmal
getan, wenn ich dorthin ging und spéter konnte ich mich dann auch an

B



.schénen Rosen erfreuen, die alle meinen Namen trugen. Ich fand
dies eine sehr nette Sitte, die ich auch spiter in meinem eigenen
Garten in Ascona beibehalten hake, Natiirlich eignet sich auch Wein
fiir ein solches Gesachank, oder (oldsticke, eventuell auch ein

_ Reitpferd - nach nach der Situation. Ich selbst habe diese Form der:
Liebenswiirdigkeit zuerst in Oes: erremh und SpdiEl" dann in Argen-
tinien und Brasilien kemnnengelernt, ;

Ersgt anhand dieser Erlauterunge:a lagsen gich die Briefe des Kaisers
~vom 1,8, und 30.8,1981 an mich richtig verstehen. Dies-sind die
beiden Briefe, die auf Herrn von Schlabrendorff und den 90-jthrigen
“Staatsrechtslehrer Rudolf Smend einen negaﬁven Eindruek hinter-
liegsen,
S —Ich-gebe ohme weiteres zu, dusy dfe darin emthaltene Kritik lber den |
® " Jesuitenzdgling' Briining absolut unzustindig ist, ebenso wie die
Kritik an dem damaligen Reichsbhankprisidenten Luther. Sieht man
jedoch von diesen Aeusserungen 2ines sehr temperamentvollen Mannes
ab, so hatte Wilhelm II mit seiner harten Kritik an den beiden gehannten
Herren vollkommen recht. ' :

Ich selbst habe sowohl Briining wie auch Luther gekannt. H. Briining

hat sogar einmal meine Studenten auf dem College in USA besucht.

Er hitte nie Kanzler werden dirfen, sﬂmn deshalb nlch‘[’. we;l er

eln sEsgesprochensy | Culbetui? dav., Wed uun Luther el g mnag
er gin guter Bilirgermeisier gewaszen sei.n aber von Wﬁhrungs und
Finanzpolitik verstand er nichts., Sclbstverstindlich hatte der Kaiser
darin recht, dass das damalige Finanzgenie Hjalmar Schacht sofort
hitte einberufen werden milszen, Diese Fehlbesetzungen haben schliess -

lich dann auch zu Hitler geftihrt.

~ Hinzufigen mbchte ich noch, dass Konrad Adenauer spiiter ebenso negativ
. lber Brining und Luther sprach wie Wilhelm II, wenn auch nicht mit so
: 'temperamentvnllen Worten wie der alte Herr.

Was die 'Trlhutzahlu.ngen angel'.-t, s0 hatte mein Vater spiter neue,
direkte Wege zu franzésischen Freunden gefunden und iiber den Gold-
standard braucht man heute nichi unbedingt den tdrichten Ansichten

der Treasury zu folgen, sondern man kann auch anders dariiber denken.

*
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