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Yernshmung des Dr. Jchannes SONTIS,
Rechtsanwalt vor dem griechischen
Reichsgericht, Privstdozent an der
Universitaet Athen, Ausgerordentlicher

~ Professor fuer politische Wissenschaften
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an der Akademie Athen, Professcr des
Internationalen Nechieswsaens ver dem
Haager Gerlchtshof. j
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Wie helssen Sie?

Wann ‘-‘-i;..d Sie geborsn?
o sind Sie geboren?
fizs ist Thee Staa‘hsang&hoerigkuit-?.

Wae sind Sie von Seruf?

Ko befanden Sie sich fﬁischen 1939 und 19457

fann worde Griesghenland von Deutsshland

angegriffen?

¥as heben 3ie in Athen washrend der Besstpungzs-

zedlt gemachi?

Wer war damals der dentsche Oberbefehlshaber

in Grischenland?
VYon welchem Zdsitpunkt sprechen Sie?
Wann hat sich diese Situablon gesendert?

Durch wen wurde diéaer Oberbefehlshaber

abgeloest?
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fann wurden Sie als Verteldiger fuer
griechische Angeklagte von den deutschen

Gerichten zugelassen?

Wer war der Uberste Gerichtsherr?

An wen mussten Gnadengesuchs aiﬁgurei:ht

warden?,

Hatte er selbst daswleoght, diese (naden-

. gesuche gu bewilliged oder al;tuluh.fun?

Vias waren typlsche Maelle, die var diesem

Gericht ztr Anklage kamen?

Hatten alle Angeklagten griechische Vertei-

_ diger?

file viel Tage hatten.'su gich fuer Ihre

Verteidigung vorzubereiten?

Was war die Durchschnittsdauer eines

Prozesses?

Was war dle Durchschnittsgeit gwischen

Verkuendigung des lUrteils und der Vollstreckung?

Im Falle, dass die Angeklsgten fuer un-—
schuldig befunden wurden, wurden sie dann
auf frelen Fuss gesetzt?

Harum nicht?



25.

26.

28.

Erﬂ;_

Vb |
2.

33

b
35.

36-

F.

F.

Fs

Fe

.L

F.

Fs

P,

F.

flem unterstand die Oeheime Feldpoligei?

fmb es zu dieser Zeit 85 oder 3D in

" Griechenland?

Warn kam die erate S8 oder 5D mach

Griechenland?

Waren die Irﬁppgn 115.. Griechenland, die im

Zusammenhang mit den Progesser eingesetzt.

.wurden, Angehcderige der deutschen Wehrmacht ?

'-'i# anter'sbanden die Truppen disziplinaer?

Ari'wer ‘Haben Sie sich gewendet im Falle

einer Beschwerde usber die Truppen?

Wer wer der Stadtkommandant von Athen?
Kennsen S8ie Cenersl SPEIDEL perscenlich?
Kennen Sie General LIST persoenlich?

Hat es ausser diesem Gericht noch andere
Gerichte gegeben; die sich mit griechischen
Faellen befasst haben?

fier war der lIc des General SPEIDEL?

Kanriten Sie ihn perscenlich?

Wie viel Richter gzab es in dem Gericht?
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Wiaren diese Aichter alle Angehoerige der

Wehrmacht?
liaren dlese Richter von Berif Jurdisten?

Sehildern 3le uns eine typische Verhandlung.
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Born in! Monastir, Macedonia

Marital Status! GSingle

Profession:! AtSorney of the Supreme Oourt; Assogiate Professor of the
ﬂﬂ?ﬂ:‘li'lr of Athens and Ordinary Professor on the Acadeny

for Folitical Sciences.

Between 1941 and 1946 1 was in Athens. I bhave been for 16 years a
practicing attorney and I carried out this profession contimuously between
1941 and 1845 with ome exception during the Greek and xmian War because
during that time I wae in charge of the Foreign Radie Propagands of the Gresk .
Government.

After the capture of Athens, on 27 April 1841, I started again with my
vogation, first before Greek courts. At the end of May 1941, the first German
permansnt court martial was created in Ath-ne. The name of this court wase
Court Martial of the Commanding General of the Air District, Southeast. As
far as I can remember, the name of the Commanding Generzl of the Alr District
Scutheast was Ceneral Felmy. At that time, I :haliuﬂ. two or three Gresk nttﬁmﬂ

were accredited o the court martial but they were not very well liked by the

-@reek populace because they had the rrpuhtioﬁ of being German friendly. %The

Athens Bar Association took cognisance of this fact and the Fresident of the
Bar .l.uﬁu:l.a..tinn at that time ordered me to get in touch with the President of
the court martial, a man by the name of Dr. Duchstein, Lt. Colonel in the
German Judge Advecate Gemeralls Department of the Alr Force, and to ask him
whether or not it would be possible to perait other abtorneys to plead before
the court martial.

At first Dr. Duchstein hesitated but after he had a conversation with the
legal advisor of tjha Commanding General Southsast, Judge Advocats of the Air
Force Dr. Frohwein, he acceptéd my offer and was sgresable to permit four
additional Greek attormeys to plead before his court martisl. That is how I
started my activities before this court - that was around the end of Jume 1941.
My intention was to consider this part of my sctivities as my main task but

without compensation to help ay persecuted fellow citiszens. Consequently, my

activities in comnection with Greek courts cessed. My activities before the

it
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just memtioned court martisl contimed until the middle of Jume 1842. AR
that time the aforementioned court stopped admitting Greek cases becauss a new
gourt martizl for Greek mationals only commenced.

The name of thiz court was Court Martisl of the Commanding General Southern
Gresce. It was as :_h:r ag I know operating under the administration of the Judge
Advocate Dr. Frowine. Dr. Frowime got officially im touch with the Bar j.;:aul.nﬂ.nn
and asked that the Bar Associstion submit a list of ten Greek attorneys who
know the Germen languagze as well se German Crimirsl Procedure, and %o refommend
these men to the court martisl. As result a liet of ten attorneys was sub-
mitted, who were the only omes having the =ole right to appear as defenae
counsel ﬁfan this particular court. As far as 1 can recollect General Speidel
arrived at that time for the firet time as Commanding General Southern Greesce.
That 18 how I received "mmmber four! on the sforementioned roster of names of
attorneys who the Germans permitted to practice, BSald court martisl operated
until the liberaticn of Gresce or o be more specific, umtil the end of Jugust 1944,

Specific Cases!

At the begimning of Beptember 1942 om the ieland of Foros, nine highly es-
teamed 1h:1111&ua15 vere arrested of whom the majority were federal employees,
amonget them were - one attorney, one doctor snd one pharmacist - under suspicien
that they participated im Fro-British propagands. The arrest was carried out by the
Searst Fisld Police, Pirasue. The arrested persons were tramsferred to the jail
of the Secret Fleld Police in Piraeus and thers they wers submitted to extra=
ordinary severs interrogations including tortureas. The tortures were 0
horrible that one of tha arrasted hecame inszane and later on wae transferred

. to a mantal iasbitutien. After the tarminetion of the pre-trial interrogstion
all pnppr: ware forvarded to ths already mentivned court martia) during the firet
ten days of the month of October 1242. Proceedinze in this case took place
on the 30th Hovember 1%42. The Presiding Judza during this trial was a Najor
of the Air Force RADTKE in private lifs an attormey in Berlin. Ae defense
counsels for the nine defendents appeared three of the acersdited Greek
attorneys amongst whom was I, who was chatged with ths defensze of four of the
defendante. At the begiming of the procesdings the Presiding Judge deelared
that the proceedings would take place under the exclusion of the public allegedly

bagause this was & very severe case of scpiomage. After ths indictment wae
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read the proceedinge started. Ae witnesses for the Frosecution two .nnnp
commicaioned offlicers of the Secret Field Police appeared.

Through the relatives of the accused I knew already that the defendante

‘were interrogated by the Secret Field Folice under severse torture snd there-

fore I immediately put questions to the uitmu whethey or not the pre=-
trial interrogation took place uncer pressurs. The witness then turned to
the Fresiding Judge and asked whether or not he had to amsver thie gquestion.
The Preeiding Judge instructed the witmess %o anlﬁr the gquestion and con-
gaq-nantly the witnees made the following statement. 9Wa glways have the erder
in cases like this %o put the arrested individuale under a very severs
investigation. In thls case maybe we were not guite as tough; I perscmally
for instance gave ths defendant medicel lLoctor only a gouple of slaps across
the facel” 1 lost my temper and aaked, "What is your profeseion im ecivilian
life, witnese!® "I am a judge", the witness replied. I said to him *in
other words you are an educated individusl. How could you dare to slap a
Dogterts faet who like you I.:- also & highly sfucated men and a gradunate of
2 upiversity?" The witness got exeited and yelled mt the top of his voice
*l reject your comments". After that the presiding Judge held me in comtemnt
of ecourt and advised me not to repeat such behavior. Nevertheless my comments
had a certain success. It was the firet time that the court officlially
during the proceesdinge got information abous the tertures of the Secret Field
Folice. |

After that the second witness for the prosecution testified, The pre-
slding judge asied this witness whether he %00 had beaten up the defendants.
lie answered he perscnally had not done so. The severe mepsures in connsction
with the interrogations were garried out by others., As scon gs Lnis statement
wae made one of my associate defense counsels got up and $0ld the witnesal
He judgea this is & new method; he doesn't beat them pereonally however he
delegates this type of work te aﬁhnlr:. We call thie method the "Steierhoff?
method (name of the prosecution witnesa)'. This comment caunsed new excitement
in the court room and the vresiding judge addressed my colleague in a very
hareh $one. The preceedinge in connection with the other witnesses and other
defendants lasted until 7 PM., The court retired for ite decislon and after
two hours 1t handed down judgement and sentences. The decision statad that the

submitted evidence wss imsufficient to prove the guilt of the defemdants. For
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this reason the court decided to postpons the trial for the Ii'ﬂ-‘l'pal-u.ﬂf
gathering and submitting additional svidence. Consequently the session was
terminated; whersupon an officer of the Secret Field Police arrived and went
directly %o the defense counsel and sald this, "you insulted the man working
out of my office and this you will soon regret becsuse you will be put inm a
concentration camp. You will soon have more information about thia., Bive me
please, your address’. He left and we in turn went immediately to the Argh-
bishop of Athene and informed him about what the Ideutenant hed told us. The
Archbishop of Athens thereupon tried $o get in touch with the German Fleni-
potentiary in Gresce, Herr .ﬁltenh;rg. He succeeded in seeing Altenburg during
the evening of the same day and through this intermediary our apprehemsion by
the Secret Field Folice was actually prevented. However, the defendante
continuad $0 be under arrest under the pretense of keeping them contimouely
under security for their own protection. The arrest contimued until the be-
ginning of 1943 and at that time I decided to get directly im touch with
Genersl Speldel and beg him to release tha prisoners. To see him personsily
at that time was impossible, therefore I wae directed to see hie Intelligence
Officer, the infamous Captain Doctor Stoeckle. It was a rather substantial
sucoess and I vieited for the firet time the Intellizence Department. It was
& small room full of files and papers and upon entering I nmoticed at once that
the largeet part of these files were nothing else but the proceedings before
the court martial. : To sach file containing the proceedings a red strip of
paper was glued %o it rumning diagonally acrose the entire file. I could not
understand the significance of this red piece of paper becau-e the files con-
talning the progeedings during the court martial d1d not have such a red flag
the significance of it I learnmed later, however.

Dr. Stosckle received me with particular ﬂﬁmtnq and asked me how he
could serve me. I told him the purpose of my visit and at that same time I
gave him & written petition in which I expressed my desire to free my clients
because the procesdings before the court martial proved the inmscenss of the
defense. Suddenly he jumped out of his chsir, tcok cms dossier on which there
was a red strip of paper and said to me the following words which 1 st1ll have
sxactly in my memory, "Herr Doctor, the court can decide whatever it wants to.
‘However, I have in these dosslers proof on the basie of which I am in a position

i H
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to put your cliente directly againet the well. Anyhow I will think the matter
over¥. Thus I left him, It wae the 4th of Jaruary 1943 in the M. As a
matter of fact, Ur. Btceckly really gave this matter o lot of thought. Onm
the 7th of Jaruary 1943 at & o'clock in the morning the three of my clients,
that is: Nikoleos Ksrsiotis, lcdical Toetor; Waseilive Wirwilis, Lewyer: .
and Fieolsos Wirwilis, Pharmaceutist all from the Island of Poros were :
executed. Betwean the day that I asked Dr. Stoeckle for clemency ard the
aseination exactly 72 houres hsf slapsed. At that time mo ES or.ﬂ_ sxisted

in Gresce. Therefore the exeoutions wers carried out by menbers of the Carmsn
Army .

At the beginning of Sepiesber 1943 the building of the organization XSPO
vas dymamited by Greek patriets., The bullding was situated close to a famoue
squere in Athens, Ssid orgendzation wans msde up of membere of Nazi friends
or nmthil_mru. ir the tuilding iteelf no Derman svldler wae quartered only
dewnstairs, cccasionaly Germans entered into the basement, The Secret Fleld
FPolice Firaeus immedlately ordersd a thorcugh investigation whereupom 15 to
18 Greeks were arrested om grounds of suspieion. Among the arrested wers:
Oeptain ef the Greek ilr Oorps, Kostas Perrikos, ome of our memorable heros;
the owner of the largest movie house in Greece azd representative of almest
all Americen firms, Athansssioce Em.: Loannis Knﬁvmitl one of the baet
lawyers of Athens, two law studente and others. A month and a half after the
arrest I imguired about this matter with ths court martial where upon I was
%0l that the investigotion on the part of the Secret Field Police was al-
ready terminated, that the Ohief Prosscutor up tn.:mw haz only formlated an
indictment agalnst six of the arrested and that for the others the charges
were to be dropped. Hers we are only concerned with the miafortunez of those
against whom no charges were filed. They contimied of course to bs unier
arrest, and it was clear that a "security arrest” wae ordered. Only one way
was open §6 help these people, the way being outside of the uenal court pro-
ceflure. In those ceees unsed old acquain.ances. This was always of great hslp
to me during the mupa.ﬁau. My contact was the Hungarian Ambasssdor, Laslo
de Velic who later in the summer of 1944 sscaped to Hgypt. I went to him and
asked him to intervens on behalf of the=e people with Spledel and Dr. Stosckls.
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Decanse of his close sogisl relabionship with the fuo aforementioned individuals.
Zhe Hungarian Mmbaseador kmew Dr. Stoeckle from Munich since 1934 at a time
when de Velic was Humgarian Comsul in Munich and Stoeckle was one of the well
known personslities in studen circles. Thie old scquaintance he took up again
in Athems. Actuslly he did intervene Yut without success.

Bow I want to revert to the first case I already talked about.

It was the 7th of Jamuary 1943 at 9 o'clock iz the morning as I went
to ny office. There 1 fnund assembled the relatives of Skouras and the others,
and the relatives of those which I have already mentioned in my previous aﬁnu.
All of them oried and sobbed and informed me that on that morming the Bergeant
in the Jall refused to accept the daily packages of food. In such cases this
meant clearly that the immates were transportsd away ususlly in the direction
toward the place of execution. Thersupon I called immedistely, the Archiiscece
of Athens which operated an office which concerned iteelf with the family
affairs of par-uﬁuiﬁt Grecks. They maintained a card index of all peopls amd
they were sventually informed about their plight. Fo thies office went also the
reports of the prieste who were present during the axecution ans were called
by the prisom officer to administer laet rites. These priects, according to the
wishes of the Archblshop were obliged to hand in their eye witness reporte
not later tham four hours after the exesution. Therefore this office wae the
enly source from where I gould find out whether or not any of my clients had
been executed, imasmuch ae the court never relayed such information to the
defense counssl. Thue I contacted this office and I received the answer, that
ae a matter of fact on the avening before two priests were called, but ome
had not as gat.rtnsivnd any reports from the priests. I was extremely excited
and the orying and eobbing of the relatives contimmed. I decided %o dall upon
the dirae#ur of the Athems Hadio who had the reputation of being germanophile
and who was in close contact with the higher Hilitary circles amonget them
Stoeckle and Speidel.

After thie I visited the Archbishop sccompanied by all relatives, and the
Arghbiahop phoned immediately to the jail and received the answer that as a
matter of fset the persons involved were carried sway at B e'elock in the
morning but they did mot know in which direction. Later on we assembled in

the office of goEouras’ Filme" and suddenly the director of the Athens radic
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arrived and called me aside and $old me that just this mimute he had heard
all the peopls were shot at 6 o'clock this morning on the rifle rence. We
did net tell that to the relatives right away but sent them home. After the
relatives left the radio director told me the following story verballyt He
vieited Ir. Stoeckle who told him: "The Greeks must leave us alone otherwise
the next time 1 wildh pick from the higher classes!" Hext day we received the
details of this aseination from the priests and from the interpreter of the
Jail who sfficiated during the execution. A% B a'uiock in the morming on the
7th of Jamuary twe cars arrived at the entramae of the jail and carried away
the three mem from thu Foros affair, those which I had mentioned in tha first
case and six or seven Trom the B3P0 affair, those who were zot found gnilty
in connection with the nhnrsni. One dida't tell the people anything. They
£ot inteo the cars and ms soon as the cars turned in the direction of the
refle range did they understand what it wasz all about. They started singing
the Greek Hational Athem. With their hesds high they stocod before the
exegution detail and according to the report of the priest cried, "long live
Greece"”. There was no S5 at that time in Greece, all were Infantry ecldiers
of the Occupation Army.

Beginning of October 1943, waa for the first time that the 55 and SD
came to Greece. Pretty scon the 58 and D started to handle all matters of
the population themeelves and esent no cases to the regulsr appointed court
martials. As o result of this the court martisle pretiy soon were, so to
speak, without clients, and myself and a pumber of my colleagmes went to the
leg:1l advisor of Cemeral Speidel and ssked him whether or not EBHF;T&]. Bpeidel
could order Schimana to the extent of having some of the cases transferred
back to the gourt gartial. The resson for our request was that I hed & emall
cuteide chance in getiing some of my cliemts sequitted if they would sctuslly
be tried before a court martial, however, thers was no way of protecting my
Gresk felliow eitizens if they were executed without trisl at the hands of
Zchimans. dAs a result of this Speidel succeeded partislly in getting the
Gernan courts Jurisdiction over such caess which involved sabotage or
espionage szainst the German Wehrmasht while the rest of the offenses were

denlt with directly by Schimsns. Despite the fact that Schimana made this pro-

mise we were noi given lupertant casez to try but enly very small canee such



as theft,burglary apd 0 forth with the excenrtion of twe or thrse espicnage
cases and thus the smaller court which operated under the jurisdietion of the
sdminietrative hesdqusrters of Athems trisd the same type of cases we did.
From now on the daily program was t0 kill people en mass without trial and
they wers killed a% the hands of the 38. Az defense nuﬁnani 1 wae unable

to d¢ anyshing for my clients with ths S8. Even to enter the building which
housed the 55 was forbidden to ms. Onpe time I tried it but I wae thrown

out in a wost byutal way., I wamted to submit a petitien.

I am unable to testify to the exsct number of people exaeuiaa or ths
exact dates they took place. However, these are generally known facle and
have remained as unnh.afur gince. I will only tell youn of one case which
I experienced myself. It was the first of Hay 1944. I got a vhone eall in
my office at 2100 in the moraing from the already meatiomed office of ths
Arghbishop of Athens. I wae told that one hour szt two policemen had brought
the shoes, olothing and belonginge of 200 people to thu-fnliﬂu Precinct
nearest the sxecution place outside of Athems. I was aeked whelher or not I
knew more about thia, I said that I did not know anything about it. I wend
immediately to the Archbishop and I found the women iu charge of the offics
and after we gzot im touch with the aforementioned police precinet we finslly
succeedsd in transporting all the belongzinzs inte a bullding mear the Arche
bishop. This happened about twe in the afterncon. The pleture, in looking
at all these belongings, made a horrible impression on us. We looked in the
poekets of the clothing to ses if we could find any papers or identifications,
Hemnwhile this whole matter came %o the attention of the population and the
relatives who hed of course s priwe intersst in these victims hurrisd ever
to the building where we had sasembled the leftovers. I cannot deseribe here
the terrible crying, sobbing, and lamentations which %ook place when the
relatives arrived imasmich ae women and children erared and im » condition
pordering on insanity looked through the belongzings of their loved ones. One
old woman from s svburb found the ciothing of her son. She took the clething
and pressed it azainet her chest ;ihili erying snd suddenly she turnsd arcund
and noticed the clothing of her sesond son. The old woman fainted. To this

whole picture I was s witness.

Later we gzot some of the datails of these mass executions. The axecuted

ware mot permitted to confess. o priest was called, and during the
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" avesution sven some of the 58 men in the exscution squad fainted. The desd

bodiaes, 9um;;atily mde but for their undercioihing, blesding, were thrown

on the back of trucks jJust like you cart away freshly slaughtered cattle.

These particulars wers tuid %o us by a policeman from the police precinct of

$his suburb whe received the dead bodles against s written meceipt. 1 wank

to state thaf.i Have esen these receipts and that they read as follows! I .

hereby certify that én this date I ¥B¢ui?ad on the exesution place of 20 and

20 80 many dead bodiez for the purpose of transferring them to the unmainry.

in Athens. DUated Athems, and signed by so and se, pulinaﬁn;

Singe that day the terror imercnssd daily. Im the last momth after
Speidel left the resvonsibility for this condition wae hat ef Genersl Felumy.
Phe end of September 1944 Athens become real hell., Oa thsar. 12¢h Saptenber 1544
finally Athens was liberated by the British in donjunction with Pree Grek
Forces.

The Greek Haval Officers and one officer of the Creek Alr Foree tried to
escaps on & small sloop from Greece to Bgypt via Turkey for $he purposs of
joining the Free Greek Forces. The officers were syprehended by members of
the German Armed Forces and returned o Athems for court mertial. They were
net treated =& prisomers of wer mer were they treated ir accordance with
Internstionsl baw. They wers sentenced to death because the German court
held that they owed allegiance to the occupation power and were guilty of trying
te eupport the enemy deepite the fact that they themselves consldered the enemy
thelr own gountry and becsnee they still comeidered the Sroek Hawvy as still in
exiztence and fighting along eide the Brttinh~ﬁa!r3 Thare ayose various con-
flicte of Intermstional Law. I appsaled to General Speidel for clemsncy and
instesd of treating these people in accordance with Internaticnal Law and
quash the sentznce he commuted fhelir death eentence %0 18 yeare fedaral
{mprisopment and they were transported $o Germany and were incarcerated in:a'
federal penitestlary until the American Forces liberated them. .

T alaim that sccording $o Internstional Law the German Military Commandes
in Greege, General Speidel, baing the highest rapresentative of the occupalion
power, mast assame full respomsibility for everything the HESPF Schimana hae

done even if Schimuna undertock matters without, or upeuifinallx againat the

orders of Speidsl.
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Sabotage:

 In at lemst twomthirds out of a total of approximstely 40 casas ﬁruek(
wera sxecuted sllegedly of having committed sabotage against the Gevman
Wiehrmacht, even 1f the charges were as such could not be provem in cours, for
instance; & man would steal gasoline for the operatiom of his oy venlele or
steal a tire for hies §p ear. Hather than int;nrp:'nt thies act as plain thef$
becanss the element of persomal enrichment wae involved, he was accused of

sabotage and sentenced to be sho%, this being aleo coatrary to the German

Criminal Gode,
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