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Dr. Preiherr v. Siegler Milnchen 22, den 6.2.1952
: Reitmorstr. 29

/ g, P e
Hermn ' g g & 70
Ir, Helmuth G re iney ; // o
[ ¥y 4%
ENEERERER. l Fhmmfgﬁﬁzammm
Idsteinerstr. 16 " hinchen

Sehr geehrter Hery Dr. Greiner!

Im Rahmen meiner THtigkelt fir das Institut fir Zeitgeschichte
Kiinchen hebe ich mit griftem Interesse IThr Buch {iber die Oberste
Wehrmachtfilhrung gelesen und darf Thnen vorher meine besten Glilek-
wiinaghe zu dieser Arbeit mussprechen, die an klarer Sprache und
{persichtlichkeit nicht, su wihechen Ubrig 148t und vor elnem eben-
go hohen wie noblen Stendpunkt sus die Dinge behendelt. Be wird
8ie vielleicht interessieren, def ich mit Threm Nschfolgey P.E.
Schranm bestens befreundet bin, vielleicht gersde deshalb,weil ich
kein Historiker scndern Jurist bin. :

Darf ich diese Zeilen beniitzen, um Sie um AufklErung folgender
Fragen zu bitten: .

le iuf Peite 7 in der Einleitung und ir der Anmerkung Seite 128
schreiben Sie, daB das Wehrma=chifiithrungsant am 8., August 19
1§1£iin iehrmachtfiihrungested umbensennt wurde. Auf Seite 17
geben Sie dagegen als Datum den DNezembey 1041 en.

2. in siner Stelle (ich hsbe sie leider nicht vermerkt) sprechen
Sle von einer Afmuuabteilung oder Armeegruppe N, die am Nord-
flligel der Weetfromt Anfang 1939 eingesetzt war., Mir ist bie-
her nur eine Armeeabteilumg A bekannt geworden, die Geaeral-
oberst v. Hemmeystein fiihrte, der aber nur wenige Tsge das
Eommando inne hette und dessen Armeeabiteilung dann in die
Grenzechutegabieilung 5iid in Krakeu an der Interdsserngrensge
‘gegen die Sowjetunion unter Ulex eingesetzt wurde. Sind
Thnen die Zeitpunkte von Bildung dieser Armeeabteilung A
und dem Fommandowecheel Hammercteln Ulex bekarnt bezw, wann
der Transport nach Osten erfolgte? Ist der Buchstabe W ein
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Druckfehler oder hendelt ee sich um eine andere Abteilung
und gegebenenfalle um welche?

3+ Seite 99 Mitte:5tatt Generaloberst Genersl der Flieger
Kesselring (K. und Sperle waren nle Ceneraloberst).

4+ Seite 276 oben: Statt Generaloberst Genersl der Flieger

‘ Léhr (Lthr worde erst nsch Ereta Generaloberst).

WV 5, peite 286 vorletzte Zeile, 1. Absatz; Stett in den Ménden

e der Imftwaffe in den Hiénden der Iuftflotte 4, General der

=3 &nk Flieger LUhr, mit Beneralstabeschef Oberet Korten.
| ¥

if& Es wird Sle vielleicht interessieren, dad ich eine Zusemmen-

U stellung der hiheren Fommandcstellen der Wehrmachi beinahe
fertig habe. Ich werde Ihnen dieselbe gerne nmch Fartigateliung
sukommen lassen.

Indem ich Thnen filr lhre Liecbenswiirdigkeit im vorsue bestens
denke, geichne ich

f%&iik;ﬁbtﬁvﬂhan
NG o 2
&bt ,ﬂu f-’u}flwm_.
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(v. Siegler)
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Dr., Freihexr voh Siegler Milnchen 22, den 5.5.1952
Reitmorstr. 29

Herrn MNinisterimlirat e.D.
Helmuth G reiner

Wieabaden
Freseniusstr. 3%

Sehy verehrter Herr Greiner? .

Recht herzlichen Daank fiy Iure Zeileh wom 24.4., Igh habe in den
Rirabergeyr ungedrucikten Akten ein Schema von Wariiment gefunden,

in des er seine eigene Braennung zun steilvertretenden Chef WPST

per 1. Jenuar 1942 engipt. Lg is% nir sueh jetst Elar, dal ein
"grofex” WFSY unier Jodl and ein “kleiner” "#8t (ehemalige Abtei-
lung L) unter FWarliment bestand.

Bezliglieh TUlex: {von Hammerstein habe auch ieh nur ssitens der
FénilienHammerstein das Datum Ende Sep%. 1539 baaomman.]ﬂiu Ldresse
Ulex iet hier nicht bekannt, :

Derf ich Sie noch bitten, mir zu sagen, ob die Armeesbteilung N
an Stelle wvon A frat oder schon vorher gebildet wey und wurde deren
Frontabschnitt mitibernommen und wer sie bis wann fihrte? Wach Aus-
sage Kichlers wurde ACK 3/16 am 10. Ckt. 39 nach Testen verlegt, so-
daB es wahrecheinlich etwes am 12. Ckt, von Busch ibernonmen wurde.
Klichler selbst iibernshm das ADE 18, das aus dem salten Stamm AOK 5
gebildet wurde, am 5. Novembsr. Léngetens gu diesem Zeitpunkt miifte
die Armeeabteilung N sufgeltet worden sein. Das ACK 5 wer mit Lieb-~
menn zwischen 13, und 31, Ok%. 1939 als Grenszabsphnittskommendo Mit-
te in Folen eingesetzt, demnach war ee slso zuerst im Weeten, dann
in Polen und kam dann wieder nach dem Testen als ACK 18&,

Mit feblen die Beftrderungsdaten sum Genersloberst flir Peulus, Je-
schonnek, Greim, Heusser und Dietrich. Sonst haberioch alle. Haugser

60007




‘warde etwa Juli 44, Dietrich meines Erinnerns gleichmeitig oder

etwas spéter. '

Lhe wurde doeh schon amr 1. Mal 1941, wie ich ipewisc iﬁ fast~
stellte, CGeneralcberst. Fir den Ernta-Fuldﬁugf?§£g§ utu? Eugﬂuggﬁr
well Hitler iiber die Verluaste so erschittert war, dogh spielte auch
endares mitﬁi Ich kannte IEhe persinlich gut)

Ich breuch Ihnen nicht zu sagen, daB ich Ihner gerne mit meinem
Wiesen und Daten und EAressen zur Verfiigung stehe.

it reoht herzlichen Grifen und Expfehlungen

Ihr sehr ergebensy

{v. Siegler)}

PSes Eommen Sie ni;'nnnh Minchen?

=
=
e
g,
X




S

| X st 2 errinc-rﬁ
I} -‘"1 A L Ll 4 T i qc,lt.u_‘n “ s _,_‘1 A
HISTORICAL IKTERROGATION COMIISSION ~ °giith Poeml Arv
WAR DEPT. GEKERAL STAFF G=2 e
HISTORICAL BRANCH, MID
S | ) 00 - I .
ource s UherreFiarungarat Helmuth GREI ;rmﬂqu:ﬁr:iy:?Fdﬁﬂﬁqi
Date s 8 August 1945 L. ot ARGV N
i R B
Place .t MPIU e 4 ATy
Rep. .~ DO el
Interrogator 3 Lt. Col. 0.J. Hale PR o Y
: .Lz?/".,-?naff— ,?% dﬁf’h‘ib“d SZ”/{)
Subjects t 1. War Diary of the Vehrmachfiirungstabes.

2, Hitler's Heasdquarters; Genobst. Jeschonnek

1. Source was a regular officer in the World war and after
discherge in 1920 was employed in the Reichsarkiv as archiviat

and historisn. He wes erigaged in the inter War yesrs on the German

official military history of the World War. On 17 Augusk 1939,
he was ordered by General Warlimont, Chief of the then Abteilung®
Lendesvertidigung, to_report at Headquarters for assignment as
official historian. From dugust 1939 until the spring of 1943,
he was engaged in keeping the Kiegstagebuch at the 0KW-an of-
fieial disrv of the events, developments, decisions and policies
emenating from the staff of the Supreme Command. General Var-
limont was his immediate superior and one of Lis principal sources
of informstion. His first main entry in the Eriegstagebuch was
Hitler's sveech to the assembled generals at the Berghof &n’ 22
August 1939, in which he anncunced his decision to attack Poland.
Genersl Warlimont reconstructed the text from memory and thises vez-
sion wee compared and collated with another version in possession
of Admirsel Cansris, Chief of German lilitary Intelligence. Firast
alone, with only = stenographer, source kept the Var Digry. Later
he had a deputy, Dr. Schramm of Gottingen University, and two
younger assistants, . Eartlob and Dr. Dietz. ZThe latier was
essigned to mctual duty with the Wehrmecht and teken prisoner by
the US forces. At no time, according to source, did the personnel
of the entire Wehrmachtfilhrungsstab exceed fifty officers and
offiecials.

Only one final copy of the War Diary, classified Top Secret,
wes prepsred and ame the typeseript volumes were completed they
were pent to the Heichssrkhiv in Potsdam for safekeeping. Ac-

. cording to source the volumes were removed with other important

military records to Liegnitz in Upper Silesia. He has the im-
pression that the War Diary may heve been removed from Liegnitsz
but has no information se to its present locmfions

Source has in his possesgion some notes end fregments of
firat drafta and is endeavoring, on the basis of these to re-
construct the main nairative of events at the Headquarters. He
hopes to publish this at some futuxe time.

In the spring of [1943, after Sialirgred, Hitler ordered =
general check of the political attitudes of all officers and of-
ficinle at the Headquarters. Because ne was not a Party member
and 8t one time had clasred with the Nagzi chicf of Potsdam, which
had resulted in n Gestepo investigation, Greiner was relieved of
his duties and the post of historian wa: taken over by his deputy
Dr. Schramme OGreiner was sent on & mission to the Italien Theater

“and arrived in Rome in time to witness the overthrow of Muc-

1oL AESIPE
! ember 19 58.

Y

s0lini by Bedoglio., He subsequently returned to the Fiihrexr's
Headquarters and reported his impressions of the upheaval in

Ttely to Genobst. Jodl. He told Jodl that Mussolini was finished,
thot Fuseism wes dead| in Italy, and that Badoglio and the King 3
would take the country ount of the war in & matter of weeka. dJodl

%

I

reported thism to Hitler who scornfully rejected the interpretation °

and the obvious inferences which followed from 1t. Jodl then

Emﬂrgr
T ..-’:"'HE—’
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then dismiseed Greinerx %hu wer then sgsigned to the Heimateostaffel
of the Wehrmachtefithrungsstab at Eicke near Potsdem. Bource

had no regular duties thereafter. In the spring of 1945, he

went with his family to|Thuringia and wae teken prisoner on 4

April 1945. !

2. Source stated incidentally thet in the early part of the
war the Genermls and higher officisls of the Headquarters were
invited in rotation to dime with Hitler in the evehing. This
custon was dropped after Stalingrad and the Fihrer withdrew more
and more into elmoat complete seclusion.

Source stated that Col. Gen. Jeschonnek, Chief of Staff of
the Air Force, did not die from natursl casuses in 1943, bul
committed suicide. He suffered from a chronic stomach ailment and
this combined with deep depression resulting from the failure of
the Luftwaffe led him 46 take his own life.

| 1

=Enge

1l = MFIU No. 4

1l = USFET, G=2 Sec :

2 = Historicel Br, WDGS- G2 :
2 - Historical Commission File. s
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HISTORTICAL INTERACGATION CONIIISSIONyygroricsl Brauch D

CWAR DEPARUHANT GENERAL STAFP, G-2 G=3 R 587
HISTORICAL BRATCH, MID .

Source ‘¢ Ministerialrat Helmuth GREIKVER, Tormer His-
i torian of the Armed Forces Operations Staff

(WSTB, OKW).
Place 3 MFIU 4 | ey
11 August 1045 i (v e
Lt.|col. 0.7. Hale B Rt ' j

Date

Interrogator

& CONTENTS ( o

: , £ e
I. Organization of the Historical Services of the Wehrmach#®

II. Sources for Military History
III. War Diary of the Wehrmeeht Operations Staff

1V. Itinerary of the Fihrer Hq and WESTH

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE HISTORICAL SERVICES OF THE GRRIAN
TEHRMACHT | p
All HiaturicalEServiaes of the German Wehrmacht were co-
ordinated by the Chief of the Historical pivision (0Q.V) of the
General Staff. This post was held by general Erfurth until his

assignment in 1941 as Chief of the iilitary Mission in Pinlend.
1. Military Hidtoriecal Research Institute of the Army (Kriegs-

21

geschichtliche Torschungsanstabt des Heeres).
This organization was until 1820 the Military Historieal
Regearch Division of the GQeneral Staff. Between 1920 and 1935

as the Military Research niviaion of the Reichs-

it was designated
archiv. All officials|in this orgonization were former officers i

of the German Avmy. The assigned f%ask of %his organization wae
the preparation of the ' History of the World War' in 14 volumes.
TUp to the outbreak of [the present war twelve volumes hai been pub- ;
1ished. Volume 13 was completed during the present war and pub -
14.hed in a 1imited edition. Volume 14 which was completed in
manuecript, was destroyed in the bombing of Leipzig. The iilitary
Historical Research Inatituﬁe;remained'thrﬂughnut the war in Potedam. |

\ : 2. Military SﬂTentific pivision of the General Staff
el Rl sl '
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Lenechaftliéheahteiluﬂg} TIT Abtl. 0. Genetbs d Heeres.

The Military Soiehtific Division had &5 1its missicn the

study of Vorld War operations for the purpose of abstracting the
£ militery sclence. liosd of the work was

of a historical nature, but 1imited to certain toples OT campaigns. 1
| For example, studies were made of the Japanese-Chinese War, the
Russien-Polish campalgn at the end of the World War and certain
4 War I. This Division also published the

£41liche Rundschau, which was edited by
During the present war
camoaign which was com=

(Kriegswis

lessona and édoctrines O

special phases of Worl
quarterly Militdrwissenscha
col Brilckner and later by General Scherff.

this Divieion began 8 study of the polish
ut not published. 1Its general program was

r studies of the German canpalgna.
sasigned to

vleted in manuscript B

directed towerd simil?
In November 1940, .the then Colonel Hcherff wa:

the Pithrer’s Hg with the tudk of writing & popular history of
 Hitler as 2 Military Commander. Scherff haﬂ“sérved only 8ix
months in the Militexry Scieﬁtifiqxnivision and was without formal
¢raining in historical technigues. A member of the General Staff,
at the Tihrer’s Hq by his friend General
Sehmundt, Chief of the Personnel Division. Scherff won the con=
fidence and auppcrf of General Jodl and the Finrer and in 1942
was placed in compleie charge of &ll the army Historical work.

He bore the title of Plenipotentiary of the fihrer for Military
Oq. Vy head of Ab¥l. VII as well

chives and director of Army libraries.
o11-knovn volume on General
rmy Archives, was immediately -

Scherff was introduced

History and was made (Chief of

as chief of the Germéh Army AT
General Von Rabenau, suthor of the W
seeckt, who was-difentar of German A

dismissed by Scheff yhose enmity Rabensu had incurred prior to

this time.
acherff as Plen

the Militery Hiatory:SEGtion

ipotentiary Tof Military History egtablished

, 0¥W, which wac charged with the

task of compiling the Militery History of the War. Scherif was

a member of the Hq, put his staff remained in Berlin. There were

ornly from 5 10 8 officerse on this staff and although extenaive
work wes planned no d except thalmanuanrip1

Thing.was actually completle

E" ;: :':‘ . P _,_;“ A | {
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on the “o}ish campaign.i Scherf( commisaioned certain writers
and publisgists to prcpﬁfa special works on general pheses of
the German military efrort. Tnhese, however, were not historical
end did not form a connected marrative.
3. Military Scientific Division--Luftwefle (Kriegawlssen=

schaftlichesbteilung~Lw)

Phis section was esinblished in 1936 and was assigned the
task of preparing a history of millitary aviabtion down to the end of
the World War. Only one volume of the tex% and one volume of doo=-

unents, éealinpg with pre-world War sviation, were completed by
the outbreak of the second World Wars The section was then ag=-

signed the study of Luftwaffe operations in the Polleh camnaign.
Source thinks that this mey have been completed in nanuscript,
but it was not publiéhed. puring the later period of the war the
section was aasigned spécial t2sks which were not concerned with
military history. In the later phase of the war the organization
wag moved from Berlin %o Karlsbed.

4., Navy Archives land Historical Section

The ehiefs of [this Division were first Admiral Groos

anl then Admirel Assmann. TUnder their direction was published
the series of volumes on the "Naval War, 1914~1917". Only pre=-
liminary work was undertaken for the history of the present war .
and no materiels have been published. ' :

II. Sources for Military History

For the work Tf the Military Research Institute the
most importent sources were the journals kept by all units of
the German Field ﬁrmy.l Thease diaries were prepered according
to the standing German|Army Reguletions, and &8t prescribed inter-
vale the dicries werc Torwerded by tThe units to the Army Archilves.
Second only to the journals in thelr importance were the staff
documents, Irom which staff operations were inLlarge part recon-
structed. During the present war all staffs at corps, srmy, and
army group levels, kept & dally journal. These were malntained
by deaignated officers and at Aroy and Army Group occasionally by
4trained military historlans from the Military Research Institute.

Employment ol tralned historians, however, Was not universal.

| i el satrgd o :
ky“‘;“‘ﬁﬁ:”.i : S
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In geuneral, the view yrevuile* amon; milit&r} authorities that

the history of the war could not be written definitively until
efter the close of hostilities. Policy in this matter did not
extend beyond the coliection and preservation of neceasary records
and materials. The transferfof basie records end materials to the
historical depositorids wes” as follows: Prom the Army to the

Army Archives; from the Luftwaffe to the Luftwaffe Archives; from
the Navy to the N.vy Archives; and from the OKVW to the Military
Historiecal Séction, which held the records until they were dis=-
patched to the Army Aﬁchives in Potsdam. The attitude of succes=
aive chiefs of the Gereral Staff toward historiecal work wvaried
greatly. General Beck was greatly Interested in military history
and he Initiatea the greParatiﬂn of a history of the German General

Steff. This work was assigned to a historian, Dr. Fea~el, but
was in incomplete mﬂnqaaript form at the outbreak of the present

war, General Holder took no interest in the historieal work

while General Jodl took the position that the research and pub-

lication methods of the Military Historical Research Institute
were oo academic and outmoded. He 1neclined to Seherff’as view

of popular history and speclzl studies.

III. WAR DIARY OF THL WEHRIMACHT OPERATICHS STAFF

1. The lack of complete record of events occuring at the
Supreme Hq during the |World War, which was one of the great dif-
ficulties encountered by German historians in preparing a defini-
tive history, led thﬂ!military authorities to suthorize the keep=-
ing of a detesiled diary in the Wehrmacht Operations S8taff. The
keeping of this record was entrusted %o Ministerialrat Greirer.
Hitler took no partieular interest in the keeping of the dlary,
but was concerned tha* Scherff should present him historlcally
beforoe the world as a|military genius. Only once did the Fiihrer
intervene in the work!of the diary. That occured in connection
with operatione in Russia in the autumn of 1942 when he sent

%4  ceneral Jodl to Pield Marshal General List to complain of certain
'ﬁif actions in the campaign ¢f which he &isapproved. Jodl reported
X e Sty

._4'_
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DU RR,

Septembar 1558,

"that List hag only bJ-;'?::. folloin: Hitler'’s previous inatructiona

. only In the atmosphere created by the "Grofatz", which was the

and backed up th:'mﬁ%tumnnt by eiting the pertirent passapes in

the War Diary. Hitldr then forbade the recording of hia statements
at situation confererices in the Diury and Jodl pessed the order

on to Greiner. fThereafter at the situation conferences and other
meetings Hitler introﬁuced two stenographers who took down avery
word uttered by the Pithrer. At long conferences these transcriptes
would run from 100 to 150 pegess. They were placed in a specinal

safe and were available only to General Scherff. In this way 1t
became imnoasible for anyore %o nzil the Filhrer down on the basis
of his recorded statements,

2. Ministerislratl Greiner attended the daily situation

conferences at Hg and all important messages and documents were routed
through his office. An additional copy of important documents

was also supplied by General Warlimont and General Jodl. General
Scherff attended 211 conferences at which Hitler spoke, but source:
never observed him taking any notes. He secmed to be interested

common ssrcastic abbreviation for the "Greatest Militery Comman-
der of Al)l Times" (Grosste Peldherr aller Zeiten). The War Diary
covered all matters coming within the province of the OKW. The
combined accumulation filled about 3 meters of shelf space. The
Diary entries were eross referenced %o the documents, which were
filed in separate folﬁers forming the dccumentary_annexea of the
War Diary. At first nhly one copy of the War Diary was made,
later three. The fira& copy was routed to General Scherff and
then by him to the Krikgswissenschaftlichend. OKNY One copy was
kept by Greiner in his;office for reference, the other two coples
going eventually to Iiegnitz. A similar prodedure was Tollowed
with regard to the documents. Only one copy for reference pur=
poses was maintained. | Theze copies were held for six monthe and
then sent to the Archives. Space was not aveilable at the Hq for
the maintenance of extensive back files.

3+ From February 1943 to 1 June 1943 source had a2a assistant
Dr. Percy 3chramm, who was designoted to take over the work of
keeping the War Dizry, According to source Schramm found it dif-

ficult to work into the}ayﬁtém which had been established. :fggfﬁ
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to the intervention of Scherff the keeping of the War Diary in
its previous form was discontinued and Schramm prepared mainly
apeclal reports cnvaﬁing specific subjects and developmentd.

IV, ITINERARY OF Tﬁj TUHRER's HO AW WEHRLIACHT OFERATIONS STAFR

Polish Campaigne--~Hitler remained in the Reich Chancellery

and WSTB in the Benlderatrasse.

Norweglian Campaign=---Same.

10 May 1940 ===)unster-Eif7el, in the Fiffel near the
village of Rodern.

26 June 1940 ~--Kniebis in the Black Forezt.

16 July 1940

-=-Berlin, Hitler in the Releh Chancellery,
WSTB to the Bahnhof Grinewald.

End of July 194(--Berchtesgaden, with Hitler in the Berghof
' | and the WSTB at the Bahnhof, Reichenhall.

1 August 1940 --—Berlin, WSTB at the Bahnhof Griinewald
20 August 1940 ==-Berchtesgaden, Hitler at the Berghof and

WSTR at the Bahnhof Salzburg.
30 August 1940 ~--Berlin, Hitler t0 the Reich Chancellery

and WSTB at the Bahnhof Grinewald.

15 November 19401—~WFSTB moved to the Cavalry School at Eramp-

- nitz near Potlsdam.
16 April 1949 .ﬁ--Yugnalav Campaign, Hitler and WFSTB to the
| railroad siding near Semmering.

25 April 1941  =--Berlin, Hitler to the Reich Chancellery
and YWFSTB to Krampnitz.

May 1941 --=t0 Berchtesgaden, Hitler at the Berghof,

: WIPSTB to Salzburg. i

12 June 1941 = -=~Berlin, Hitler in the Reich Chancellery

and WFPSTB to Krampnitsz.

21 June 1941 = +=~Fast Prussia, to the prepared Hq "WULFSGHﬁTZ“"
slightly east Rastenberg.
July 1942 : é--ﬁinnitza, in the Ukreine.
ﬂr"?ru e geenis ;
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Nov. 1942 = Retioned to WOLPCCHANZIE, with severnl trips to
Rerchtesgeden during the winter of 1942-43.

Spring 1943 ==-- ten weeks were spent in Berchtesgaden

August 1943 we= Returned to Faot Prussie where the Hq remained, with

occagional visits to Berchtesgaden, until the

Ruséian affensive in the autumn of 1944 made it

I
neoessary bo move the Hq to Berlin.

Autumn 1944 0 =-Hq remained in Berlin except for periodic visits
end of the War 4, ﬁerchteagaden ani one brief period during

1 the | Ardennes offensive when 1% moved to the
L nei hborhood of Bad Nauhelm.
=End -
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