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CONVERSATION WITH HILGER, - AUGUST 13, 1945 G.N.S.

The Treaty of Rapallo (April 16, 1922) wae, in Hilger's
opinion, & sort of climax in Rusgo-German relatitdns ng determined
by proximaty and the outcome of World Wer I, On April 1%, 1920,
the two countries eipned an ugreement! concerning prisoners of warg
and during June Hilger went Un lioscow as German plenipotentiary.
On July 7, 192¢, a further agreement was reached concerning the
ctatus of heads of delegutions representing the two countries.

On May 6, 1921, & second agreement was sipned, regulaiing per-

‘eonnel masters and making & modest beginning of cconomie relations.

Zehrsndt now represented Germany; Adaron Scheinman, a Georgian,
represented Russia for a time. ﬁuring September 1921, Winterfeld

renlaced Hilger. During his incumbency, the Rapallo Treaty was
sipned. It did not in Eilger's opinion, carry any militeary

' elsuses. Brockdorff-Rantzau came to Mescow in 1922. ie was

futer

motivated by resentment of France and desirous of woarking with
Russia to countersct French hegemony. Chicherir and he became
cloge friends. On Oect. 12, 1925, the Grosser Handelsvertrag.
Thie great treaty implemented the Rapallo Vertrag.

By way of background Hilger emphasized that Soviet policy
at {this time wae domineted by an interest in internationeliam.
The orthodox Marxist position was that Communism could be eztab-
lished only in "ripe capitelist" countries and that Russia wag
Marxiet only by reason of an historical gecident. Therefore the
mzjor objective was to geize power in western Europe. Dut by 1925,
Comminisi revolutions had broken down in Munich, Budspegt, Hem-
burg, and Saxony. The conclusion was then drawn thet Eurone
was not yet "ripe" and that accordingly the emphasis should be
on defense. A fear lect Soviet Russis be encircled and attacked
became dominant. After Lenin's death (but not because of it)
thiiec mood preveiled more and more. The Russians gsought economic
autarchy for military purposes. Their relations with Germany
were pood, but they mistrusted all, egpecially the German Social
Democrate. WThen Augusl Mvueller was proposed as Wildenfeld's
successor, Moscow declared him persona non grata.

During this period numerous incidents reflected Rusaian
feeling., 1n 1925 two German students were accusec of a plot wo
poison Stelin and Trotsky. Decause of the Cheka Trial, Stalin
sought .to implicate Hilger; and 1t was not until Augu:st that the
matter was dropped.  There followed the far more gensetional
Schoehti trial, invelving Gerran engineers acoused of sasbotage.
Brockdorff~Rantzeu foueht hard agaivst this trend, and concern
with 1t may well bhave hastened hie death. It was now clear that
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o  really cordial relations, in the sense in which Brookdorff-
b .. Rantzsu understood the term, were not possible. From the Gerran
i point of view, inability to control Communlet ageuts was a com=
plicating factor, and everybody knew that the German KPD was
absolutely dependent on the comintern.

atulin succeeded Lenin becauce of hie skill in muneging the

% Party orgonization., Now he cubstituted "defense of the Russlan
-~ .gtate" for Trotzky's "permsnenti revolution". The Communist ideo=
logy was now propagated indirectly, =snd emphasis waso placed on
strengthening Russia, Through the Revolution, 25,000,000 farmers
now owned the land., But such & system afforded no produce sur-
pluses, such zg had been enrned by the lurge estates, ond only suech
surpluses enabled Russia to exchange produce for mammfactured goods
and technicel szervices, Tﬁqrcfare, after a temporaty experiment
 with ¥Xulaks, Stalin restordd the large estatec tkrough enflorced
‘eollectivization. Mhis meunt thatl he could use only tae poorer
. ¢ farmers. The others were ruthlepsly exterminated. But the end
1 - was schieved, and in other ways Stalin nroved a resolute manipu=-
lator. He could always succeed in blaming mizhaps on others.
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German relations, in so far as they were economic, developed
very well. Dirksen was an éxcellent ambussador. German engineers
were needed for the first 5 Year Plan, which ran until Decenber

s +19%2, Dirksen signed credit agreemenys with Germany. In 1921,
1 ; 019.2 millionu of marks were exsended [for Germun gonds. On Jan-
i '« uary 1, 1933, Ruscia owed Germany l.EJmilli;rds. They mlways
i paid debts, wanting thelr eredit to bd good. BPBut they extracted
1 ‘ every penny from the citlzenry, and their private stores were
i ' 1ikewise extortion devices for securing foreign exchunge.
b 1

There were minor military arrangements. Russian officers
were trained in Germeny '} and in Lipetzk German officerc were
- permitted to experiment with military aircruft. The Germans were
. _ not, however, able to overcome Rusguian suspieion, so that thils
; kind of cooperation could not developy German diplomate and
' business representatives had just as litile change for orivate
4 . association with Russiuns as did otrer foreigners. Even the rise
of Hitler did not alter the situation, because his first pro=-
nouncemente were so moderate that tle Russiuns were Tavorably im-
cressed, though cuspielone. After 1934, things became much more
difficult,

Dirkesen stayed until 1933. He wae & well-1iked chief,
though not us gifted a man as Brockdorff-Rantzau, He wao suc-
ceedud by Yadolney, who had gerved in 81, Petersburg ae a young
man and wented very much to serve in the Noscow Embassy. But Le
i . was very dissatisfied, when nie sugpestions to Hitler cume Lo

nothing. His successor wau Count Schulenburg, foirly well de-

. eeribed in Garfenkus! "Les Prelimjnuipes de luo Juerre o 1'Est",
Bverybody, evan Doviea liked him. e was diplomatie grund
seigneur but "pulled no sturs out of" the sky." But he munsged
to menoeuver well in g most serilous eltustion.

; During this time the Rusalons kept on apking: "Why thip Hitler
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noneense?! The officlels bead Mein Xaupf asciduously end took it
aeriously. Russisn and German officers broke off relations. Then
the purge of 1957-1939 overcast Rusrisn skies. Ge:man nilitary

men were not involved in this. Tufachevaly had certein Zonavartistic
quelities which Stelin mistrusted. But the rescon for the urpe,
in Hilger's opinion, was that Stalin, convinced that war with
Germany was inevitable, decided to make his own nosition absolute.
He wonted no ideologieal competitor, end was resclved to abunudon

all old Party slogans about the fanmily, divorce, ete., Iuitiative
wag to be encouraged. Stalin may, indecd, heve in this instanc:
taken 2 leaf Ifrom Hitler's 1934 book. Hilger saye that he reported
t0o Berlin quite freely that the rurze was|rooted in dietrust of
Germezny. Meanwhlle Litvinov's policy of thc security pacts was
foertered, and =zn slliance with France was agreed upon.

Then suddenly on llarch 10, 1939, Stalin spoke at a Perty Con-
vocation and deglared that there was no reason why antipethy be-
twecen Russia and Germany should peraist. This speech contained
a melicious indirect reference to Britain. It also gtreseed Ruse—

" pian interest in the Baltic States, which Britain apiarently had

not been willing to concede. On Mey 3, 1939, Litvinov wes dige-
wmissed. This neant that Stelin wae either brianging pressure on
the British, or that he was dissatisfied with the progzress of

~nejotiations.,. Hitler spw an oproritunity yow to solve the Yolish

problem in his own style, The Britiah divlomatic representcoctive

y e=lled the Russians "damned trescherous blishters",

Hitler now informed Russis through Schulenburs that he could
not postpone & settlenment with Polend, The ambessador wes sleo
instructed 10 go to the Mremlin ené tell the Soviet Government that
Germany was prezared to sign & non-aggrescsion pact with Russia on
the basis of the existing boundaries of both countries! interests,
and taat Germany was ready to disavow its interests in the Baltic.
When Schulenburg went to see lolotov with!these rroposale, he was
estounded. This, mecting took place during the early dave of August,
liclotov answered that vroposals of such importaance would have to

. be discussed with his government and that he would in“orm the Gerw—

wen aubagsedor as soon as possible of the anawer. Dwenty-three
winutes later, Schulenburg was called to the Kremlin., He was then
told by lMolotov that hie government was ready to discuss the aug-
gestlons with Germany. Then Ribbentrop arrived to discuss the non-
agression pact. Bensarabie was discussed, end Ribbentrop aasented
%o the Russion proposals. Bukovine was not discussed. Lithuania
was  to rewsin in the Germans orbit; the Folish boundary linc was
to be Vistula, Iater on (between August 23 and Yept. 28) Stalin
aupggented that he would exchange tix ter itory of Lublin for Lithue
ania, and the Germsns assented. The oniy discpute wes a Geruen de-
wrnd for Lewberg, on account of the oil in that region. Stalin

offered 300,000 tons of oil from this =rovince,

Thia was the Russian-Gericn honeymouvn. On Sept 28, the "IFriend-
ahip ond Boundery Apreement" wos pijmedy and during October Ritter
arrived to discuss the ecoqowmic a;rewmont.i Jtalin now wonted oods
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for goods (barter) but acceeded to Germany some quotus of raw
materials in advance, since it took, longer to supply manufactured
poods, Hilger saw Stalin for the Nrst time at Ribbentrop's
reception, but thereafter he was gecessible., He was very cautlous
sbout military undertekings, and didn't marech into Polund until
the war was over from every practical noint of view. As 8 matter
of faet the German army had crossed the line grreed upen, and called
Moscow in order to £ind out what to do next. Then only did Stalin
give the march order, and added thut he had to protect White Rus-
~giane and Ukrainians. The Russiana promived some things meanwhile
which they didn't actually give '=- for instence, naval bases 1n tie

Horth.

The stustion was extraordinsrily gond for the Germsns. LUilpger
said that in his own opinion and that of hig collesgues Stalin was
no doubt pluying m very realistic gume. He felt that through his
Polish venture Hitler was getfing into serious conflict with ¥Western
Europe and that through this confliet Russia would Bt leust gain
time in which to consolidate its position. Ko doubt the Ruasians
were greatly surprised by the speed of the German advence throuzin
Poland, and later on by the cource of events in Western Europe.

When Hilger returned to Germany in October 1940, he believed
firmly that Russo-German relatlions hud bean settled for many years.
He was survrised to learn, in hic own fumily, that many Germans
conesidered the whole arrangement transitory. During MYovember llol-
otov came to Berlin, The invitation was sres-nted by Schulenburg
and Hilger, On the 11th (Molotov stoyed until the 1%th), ¥Molotov
' ‘gaw Ribbentron, who, said virtually the cume things Hitler was to
say on the next day. Ribbentron declered that Brituin wus defeated,
and that @1l that remained was for LRusgsia and Gepmany to discuss
the legucy. Ribbentrop added that sceess|to the see wus 8 lepiti-
mzte Ruspian aspiration, and that no doubt Moscow would seek that
outlet in the Esct. Molotov was rathex non-committal about such
propossls, but on the next day mede certain conerete aroposuld.

salotoy asked the Tollowinye guestiong, after indiceling
thot possibly the Russo-Germon fresties njght need improvement:
Yhy were Germen trocps in Pinland, supposcdly within ihe Rugsian
ephere of influence? %hy did Germany deem it necegsary to ofler
Rumania a boundury guarantee, and apainst whom wue that muarentee
direeted? Since the treaty between us npavides for friendly con-
enltation, why does nol Germany congult uz on such natters ue the
Burunian boundory question? What wouldl be the sttitude ol the
German government if Nussia entered into & similer ggreement with
Bulgaris, which is in our sphere of influence? And winat is the
attitude of the Germun povernment toward the Dordanelles?

Hitler's unswers, egcording to Hilger, were vague and incon-
clusive, On the subjeet 'of Finland he declared thal "he" had no

politienl interests but was eccneerned with holding
of 1ts nickel mines. His ¢

Petsamo, because
omrent on Lhé Rumenlan question atresged
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the nerotiamtions with Hungery, nnd stated thet in order +o keep

the Rumenians in line it hed been necesssry to offer them come-
thing. Regording Bulgerie, he steted that he wowld wish to discues
sny proposals with Italy and Bulgaris. The Dardanelles, he ndded
could be discussed later on. Molotov was vieibly digoctiafied,

end the mecting, though not stormy, wes uneetisfacteory and in-
conclusive. s

lMatters drifted, In April, Schulenburg, realizing thet a
state of war wes imminent, prepered a memorandum outlining the
advantegea of the pact for Germaony and stressing the military
atrength of Russia. In Berlin, however, he was induced to tomne
down this document by advigers who held that Hitler would toss
the originel agside without reading 4%, The effect was negligible.
. On April 30, Schulenburg told Helger thet the situation wag hopelessg.

Hilger believed in 193%9 that Hitler had really changed the course
of his vpolicy. He mointained that the German Embas=zy in loscow
hed tried hard to prezent a realistic imprescion of Russian strength.
Even so, after war was declared, the situation would not heve
been hopeless if the Nazis had appointed intelligent persons 4o
poeitions of wresponeibility in the Ukraine and White Russia.

] e There were pubmltted to him a few additionsl questions his
] anawers to which are appended. : :

. Hilger was & first-rete German Fureign'ﬁffiae official,
| . ~End-
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1. Die Brkenntnis, dass trotz der Niederlcgen, ia dan ruﬂs?scha
prerictirche Heer seit 1014 erlitten hatte, ein Sieg ub@r"Rgsrrﬁn&
und dasit sine Beendigung des EKrieges im Ozten mit militériccken

Mitteln mllein nicht r”1.1 erziclen wor, Orschie die deubteche nili-

tiripehe Fithrung in Sormer 1917 auf den Gedsnlen, die in Rucclend
beutehe;ﬂc re?olutiahﬂrc Spemiung filr ihre Zweeke auszunubtzens
liach der Abdrnlkung des Zaren hatte die uf liberalistilsch-demo=
kratischen Gran&laﬁen errichlete provissrische russiche Reglerung
unqu derm Mircien Lwow und cnschliessend unter. ib?cﬂeL} die.
Fartfvhrung dev Krieges an dexr Teite dex Allijerten "bic zum

”iLLfE*GHﬁn Ende" oprokla: miert und diegen ihren Willen in
offensiven milltJriPchen Handlungzen bekundet. PFin a&”ﬂqﬁ Rl

hieru vertroten die in der Buigration lebenden Dolschevilen mit
Lenin en der Spitze und dessen Anhinrer in Rusglend den Stond-
wunkt, dess eine Unwillzun g it Russland und die Lrrichtung eiﬂer
soniclistischen Republik nur zuf dem Wege uber einen vollizen
ralitaricchen Zusernmenbrich mbglich gei. Genersl ﬂcffhunn, ﬂuf
deecen Initintive und Detreiben die Durchreize der fihrenden
Bolschewiken mit ILerin an der 8pitze aus der Schweiz duren Deutsch-
land "in ploinbierten Bisenbohricoagen" zustande Kenm, -ging bed

der Durchfithrung dieces Plones von der Hoffning auz, dags das
EBracheinin der Bolschewiken in Russzland zu eginen Burﬂerﬁrlag und
dmmit zu einer v&lligen Zersetzung der Zusiinde fithrer wilrde, und
dass Dentschland. aul dlﬂﬁ Weldsde seinen Ostlicnen Gegner wurde
niederrinzen Kénnen. :

DlEEE Annalkne exwied sich als gerechtfertigh. Um zur

HMacat zu.gelangen, mygrtén die Bolscnewiken der Volke de=s vero-
vrechen, wer es ien. Augenblick eni meisten begenrie, d.h. eine _
Zeendisung der Krieges tnd einen Frieden mit Deutschlsand., Dieses
fPT*“AEGFCﬂ wurde von den Holscnewiken in der Weire resalicziectd,

dacs sie den Krieg Iix tatsichlick beendet eritlérten, eine Ver-
hridderung der russichen Arwmee mit den deutzchen Trupren anor-
dneten, durcn die Anwendung dez beriikmten Zefenls W 1 jegliche
Dirziplin iir der Armee merstilrten und auf Dentecalsnd's Verlzngen
den Frledﬂnqvertrn“ von Brest-Iitowsk unterzeickneten. Der Ab-
srhlue~ diesee Vertresieoa war ein Werk Tenin'e, der =sich in dieser
Traze gegen die Widersgeker immerhall seiner eisenen Pariel durche
notzbe (Twotmky war eln Gegner des Abschlusees eines Vertrzgen
nit Deudeochlond) und i ch iber den Tidersbandfer Sozinl-Revalis=
tionire hinwegsetzte (die Ermordung der deutschen Gesandbten Graf
Iirbach em 6 Juli 1918 in Moskew durch die Sozisl-Revolutionire
war ein misnlungener Versuch dieser Partel die Brest Litowaker®
"Friedennpolitik" Lenin's zu sobotieren und sinen neuen Krieg mit
Deutschl-nd zu entfesseln).

Lenin ging bei der Propagaierung des BresteLitowsker Vertrages

von dem Gedanken aus dap die junge, auf sohwachen iicsen S taManas
[ !-':.‘
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Lowejetrepublik unbedingt eilner "Atempause" bediliffe. Er wer
iberzeugst davon, dars Deutschlond avf die dauer zegen die
Uberueccht der Alliierten nicht wlirdie beatehen Xonnen und dass
die Kommende Hiederlage Deutzchlend die Lowletrerublilk von den
ihr suferlezten Fesnelnl Lefrediern und dariber 2insus eine Homuunip-
tische, Revolution in Deutschland entfachen wilrde, wodurch der
entecheidende Schritt suf dem Were zur Weltrevolution getan werden
wire,

Die Bedingungen, die der Lowjetrepublilk in Brest-Litowsk
von Deutschland sauferligt wurden, waren sehr hart. Die Lowjetre-

. gilerung hat diése Bedingungen nur in dem irpe erfHllt, in dem

ez  ihr jeweilis els unumginglich erschien. Der wirtschaftliche
Hutzen flir Deutschlond wargering, uwnso grdsser dazepen war die
Inttauschung, die das Verhalten Deutschlands in Breast Litowsk
im russischen Volke auslitste. -

Auf die Proge noch den Polgen des Vertrases wvon Breast-
Litowsk EKann es daher auf Grund der spfteren Entwickelung nur
die Antwart geben, dass Lenia seinen Zweck erreicant hat, wihrend
Deutschlond eus dem Vertrag von Bre-t-Iitowsk auch anlcht annithernd
die Vorteils ziehen Xonnte, die es von ihm erwartet hatee.

2 Pir Allee was in der Velt auf volitischem, wirtechaftlichens,
wisgenscheftlichens nd Hulturellen peblet gzeten und geschrieben
vwurde bestand in der Lowjetunion von AnPong en des grésste Inter-
egpe, Hierzu gehtrtenauch die Haushofer'schen geopolitischen
gedenkengiinge, die bel der Lowjetregierung natiirlich auf Misstrauen
und Ablehnung stiessen, weil sich | aus ihnen deutsche terri-
toriale Anspriche im Os=ten ergsben. |

|
3. Die Berichterstattung der Deutschen Botschaft in Noakau
und ihrem letzben lidlitirattnchés hat nie einen Zweifel iiber
die Erfolge der russiochen Industrizlisierung und das Kap der
Aufristung der Lowjetunion gelassen. Dean Berichten ist offenber
nicht die gebilhrende Zeachting zeschznkt vorien. Inverant-
wortlilisiie oRer i TNielt uNiter-eohitete Elerrrte mubiten g4
Sr sl vy L Rl o3l oy del Man ohel-gsogial {etigoher
Fihrung Deutsschlends genehmere Auffagsung ilber die militiirische
Fotenz der Lowjetunion Zur geltung zu Cringen.,

4. Die Antikomintern verdankt ihre Entstehune der Erke

der Gefahr, wvon der Deutschlind Eaitﬂna deruEbmmunist?:gﬂig Be-

wegung bedroht war. Auveserdem wurde sie als geeipnetes Fro-

parandanittel ein Kampf der nationalsozialistischen Partel Lt

die Erlengung der lLischt in Deutschalnd cetrwe htet, Ders Abschluss

ﬁpr Antikomintern Poktes mit Italien, dar sich in einer Hknli-

ngnsrﬁigfaf§f§ﬁﬁ w;e Daut;g%lan?, erpchien dariiber hinous zeelpgnet,

24 ag  nolitisgl i i ung siir

o ot che E¢F1 einer Anndherung zlirachen
Wer de  eigentliche Verpascer des Antilko tten

it mir nicht belkenmt. Vielfach wird ‘der enemﬂf§§:a§2§§ﬁfgﬁugzil

niniste- von Ribbentrop dafily gehnlten. Uber diquiuoﬂlhﬂitvn

der IEntatenung des Jntilkcuinternpaltes bin ich nieht untérrichtet

do dil Deutoche Botschrft ien Lioalkau mit diesgr Aufelereuhe g

nahelie, enden grunden in Keiner Weiac| befunat worden 1ot
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‘Durch den Abochleep des Antilkominternpaktes ist Jedoch die
Stellunpg der lloskeuer - Botachaft weiter eraﬂhlnuart'warden
dumal das Argeunent, dess der Peki zwar gegen das Wirken

der Kommmnistiechen Yartei, nicht aber gegen die ngaetuniun
gerichtet sel, bei der Lowjetregierung wenig glanben fand.

5. Am 22 June 1941 um 4:30 morgens gab der deutsche Botsdrafter
Grar von der Schulenburg auf Velsung seiner Heglerung gem
Sowjetiachen Vollhskommisssr filir auswirtige Angelegenheitur
Welle Liolotow die Erklarung aeb, dasc die Relchsregieruny die

von der Sowjetregierung un der Westgranze der Sowjetunion vorge
zommenen Trupvenkonpotrationen als eintragbar ansche und sich
deaher entschlossen habe, Gegenmammslojen zu ergreifen,

ilolotow erwiderte, dems ein Zweiiel iber den Linn der ihm
soeben gsinachten Mitkelung nicht mehr bestehon Xoénne, da die
Kriegeh=ndlungen bereits seit 1 1/2 Hundeer in Gange peien.

Auf die Bitte dez Grafer 8chulenburg die Hitplieder der
deutschen PBotscheft sowie des sonstipgen Reichsdeutschen nach
wilkerrichtlichen Grundsitzen zu behondelen und alsgbild ausreisen
Zu  lassen, sogle Lulotow, deas dieye Trece phrepe ouf dod
Grundlzge der Gegenselclickeit geregelt werded wirde,

-‘ Die Verabschiedungz von Molotow erfolgte in iiblicher Weise
durch Handschlag. :

Die Hitglieder der Botschaft wurden am abend des 22 Juui
in Zwel dexr Botechaft zur Verfiigung stshenden Gebailden interniert
und rm 24 Juni mit der Eisenbahn in die Nihe von Kostroma an
der Wolgs abbransportiert, wo sie am 26 Juni fril eintrafen.
Dort waren sie wihrend 5 Tagen in 2 Holzhiusen untergebracht,
die als soumerliche Lcholungeheime fiir Arbeiter der Textil-
fabrilen von Xostroma .edieat batten. Die UInterbringung war
primitice, ‘die Verpllegsunz ausreicnend, die Dehandlung Earoekt.

Aus  Xostrom~ wurden die litslieder der Botochoft nebat den
in liosks w und Leningrad anwesenden Reichadeutschen mit der
Eisenbahn durch ganz Russland nach Lerninak:n an dery armenirch-
Tlckischen, grenze befdrdert, un Jort den Tiirken iiberpeben
4u werden, die eals Treichénder in der Austausch sngelesenholt -
Reichesdeutscine in der Sowjetunion gegen Sowjetsteatoon ehiriye
in Deutachlendfungierten,

Die Reise duven die Sowjetunion verlief ohne dwiachenfille,

Der durch eine Verzigerung der Austausciaverhandlungen verursachte

B8-tagige Aufentholt in Leninanan bei tropischer Hitze in
verschlosrenen Eisenlakniowgen wer sehi beschwerlich und Tihrte
zu zahlreichen gastrischen Erkrankungen.

Die Zahl der ausgetauschten Reichsdeutschen betrugz etwa
200 gepen rund 1000 Russen, dis sich ien Gesenzug hexanden und
in Bwilengred an der bulgeripch-tiivkischen Grenze den Turlen
Ubergeben wurden

6, Ich holte nich nicht fir Houmpetent, Jdiene Prage zu beunt-
wartur, da uwir die Vorginge, die zu der Erkldarung des Bestehens
eines Irleszustander zwischen den USA und Devtachlongd aatilhirt
haben, nieht gelailfig zenug sind, Locoeit ieh unterrichtet bin,
pind die grilnde hierfiir in eirner NHote nledergelept, dle ded

deutnche Reglerung der Regierungs der UTA am 11 Dezember 1441

Uberndttelt lLat. _
/8/ Guatuy Tilner
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