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COLLAPSE OF THE GEAUMAN WIISTERE FRONT 1944.

The following conatitute the basls of this discussion nnqﬁudgmant: Two

‘trips in the summer and fall of 1942 from the Army High Command to Belgium

and Fronce, and on this occaslon vlaits to numerous soastel sectors, converasa-

tlons with the military uufﬁmm- in Belglum and Fronce or the Chiefs of the

ﬁanurnlrﬂtuifi of those two nilitary administrations, General wvon Felkenhsugea

' and Oolonel von Harboa for Belgium, General von Stuelpnacel and Colonel Kossmann

for France, with General Blaskowlte, Commander in Chlef of the lst Army, whose

personal guest I was for 2 days end, in addition to thi-,-convnrnatinnlluith“h

nunber of corps and diviuipn comnanders and commanding officers.

From Novenbor 1942 to Auguet 1944 I administered as "field commendant® (t) £
|

1 maintained continnous lialson both with the group of armies in St. Germain and

conmnnd pﬁntn.nf the LuftJaffa, the Hovy, other Reich auxhﬁritiqn. and partiou-

with the Military Commander of Frensss The geme holds true ag rogards the highn%;_
G
v

larly the Garman Embaneys ' During this time I had nunerous long conversations,

mastly private ones, both with Field Harshal von Rundstedt and his Chief of Staff

. General Blumentritt, and ﬂith Fleld Harahnl von Kluze and Rummal, Field Harshal

Sperrle, Admiral Krunkn. And Admiral Donnitz. After the boginning of the

landing I traveled over the frunt line twice. From 26 Auguﬂt to 3 Septoember

1844 I myeolf hai a conmbat comnand and witneesed from cloes quarters the retreat I'J;

or we may ssy tha collopsa. Later on, in ceptivity, I had an opportunity to

discuse in detnlil the aspgets of the collspse with a number of divislon and rﬁgiw
| .

mental commanders, numerous general staff and line officers of ell branchess

o]

~ the largaut Froneh deparinent-Seine-st-Olne, uhieh gurrounds Paris, and irum harni-:



snd 2olglun in tho yoor 1944 £t/ wlll not nuffice moroly to investigato on the

one hand the landing of the Allles in ﬁarmundg and thelr subéequeat operations
aad on the uﬁhuf-thn Germna uauﬁtcr-menuurun. Hoithor will one arrive at a

~ eatiefaotory juﬂgunnt by emphesizing various othor nmilitary factore such as for
gxansle the Irplich=f7rricen nir maparicrity, the ypreopoaderanco in aguinmaont,
~espeeiolly 4n tenke and nirplaéau, tﬁn better fuel supply, uwndisturbed roar nnu—l
punicatlona of the atteoker an4 other thinga. Of course, all of these mere

inportent factors and we must toke them up, but each of them hed after all only

£ lioited share in thn eollepad of the Gormon Weat Fronte Hunne. cne oannot llr. o

' fur expmple, that 1t ues firat | nf all the sir force of thn a#t:uknr which nade
Tiatory ponsible. It wan not at all made possidle by military mensures alone,
but’ thera was & cuﬁhinaﬁlnn of |things uhinh.brnuﬂhﬁ about the nnnﬁltinn that mede
tha Oevuen collder in dertarn Inrnpe fipu for dofeat. I

in 1347 the nain war offort of Germany - and this is something one must al-

' 'wayi bear in mind -u wae heling n:artad in the Xast ageinst the arnies of the-

Soviet Unlon which bed beea on the nffﬂnuivu cﬂntinumualr since thae spring of

1943. At the sane time Gemmjr hed done heavy flghting in .ﬁ:rrica, then in sicn;r 4

and in Italy. Forces wers ala¢ tied down in the Bnlkans. in Finlsnd, Lapland,
end Forwey 2nod et & numder of other pdihtln . A later and final consideratlon of

ths sesond World War iill prnbrhly lead tnfthﬂ cancluninn'that the strength of

it

the Germon people was not nu:fiuiant for tha task that was forced upen 1t by thu :

&avalupuunt of events. IT we conpider the nituatiuu from the ntandpaint of 1111—'

tory oporations, thln MOENE that $he Germon commend had soattered ite forces

I ;
“end at the dlaiaivu moment ﬂid'nut hava them &% the prapﬁr places In dning this

it had dliragarduﬂ unu of the muat importent teachings of military historys .

0f couras, in the lnck nf ntrength end the relalting nupariaritr of the Anglua

" Saxon 1nndlng upnrntionu in to
"uf'lﬁéii howavnr, 1f wu -svnluated this alnna, other 1mpurtant thiﬂg: uuulﬂ be

left out ar nunsldaratian. ﬁa mu:t certaiuly fullow tha uplrit of an nrmy nnd Lﬁ
a wider sense or a puupla in Thalr devolorment, canaiﬁar Franca nnﬂ thn Frcnch tn

3 'th;lr nttituﬂt tnwurd 1he uurmau a#ﬂuwaxiun. ana tik- 1nt¢ lndaunt nuniarnul il

ho found an important raannn for thu (terman dafeut,_.
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way caugod so much nbsuurlt? and uanfﬁ:ion'in:tha glving of orders dhat the resulte

4%t was not suldnm that en 1ntﬂlligent genoral ataff officer expressed himgelf 1»

psychological mnd economje fuctors in order to explain the eatantrophs cnrrqntlrf_

8o then in our dimnﬂsﬂiﬁﬁ wo chall have to go farther back. We mugt firet

v, sse what happened in HenLern Iurepe from the pummer of 1%40, frem thu collapse

in VWostern Duropo, 4in ;hl cazo of mhich wa Kmdﬁ sarvey & perlod of approximately

18} yearse Begimning in tho fall of 1943 for the first time the Garmens bogan

| T
onergetls defense preperations, honco, &% & time whenm the military landing

- preperations of the Zaglish and Anerican commands were in full swing. The third

phase then ias the landing with the subsaquent fighting and the ostablishment of

_ @ large firmly held benchhends It 4s with this that the main operaticns join up.

£,
i

Our tack hers is mot to deseride the latter or to examine the decisions and

atops taken Yy tha one or the other aides On the contrary, it is our purpose

here to discuss ths danp r reasons for the eollapge, and in &cing 80 wé must

entar inte H;rt*rularu cunncﬁniav gomo of 4he Gormen losdors. Men gich za Fleld |

| Mershal ven Rurdet ﬂit. vam Klege and Romnel senpot bo seperated from the ovento. .

Vo must nhnw to what n;t,at thq; are respﬂnuiblﬁ oz the dovelopment of evcntl.
Even aow Hl muat By thnt there was o frightful uplit in 1nndarnhip and that
ofteatimen thers was ns 1¢z£cr:kin at alls TFor thia, huwavc;. the blame 1:
perhuna naﬁ W Do ;lc;u&lcn thi adar :mutia:ﬂﬁ noresas, bat 1s to bdsought in.
the authoritacian Eéﬁtbﬁiitnulf, and lagtly iu.ﬁhc'Euehrar, who wanted to do

evorything himsolf, not ploce roal renpunuihilitj'upun any one, who gave orders

time and sgain to the franpﬁ vwithout informing the highur'uummﬁndari and in this

'tar; bound to be calamitoun.

¥What developed upaﬁ:ﬁhu Yeontern Zuropean theater pf'wnr'attar the collapss

of France iu the utrner'qf 19401  The fernen eommand hai wnnP, vicioxy the
|

nagndtnds ol wilah veors peoveely woneedvitlia, Mo abron zert sontinmatod TOWET e
'y Meang vze wossnded 1 thet ti&a v fud Voon 0T Ghrt m An f uaele ﬁ? a nturl {:
attasl of tie Uvricu armell foroaome “Pr rajority of tha high military cannnaﬂarn

on the Germen cide were themaselvos conplately surprisad by 1t. Later, however, )

this sonsey b * ¢ nnly ve Fad not had this quint and anqr viotoryl It vnnld-”_-z-
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hava boen hcttur if:thnnrurhrpr bad experiencod a different war horo. Was 4t mot

entirely netural thnt ho ﬂ‘buld bo pirenszthened in his canaeptian ur tha Mdivinely

favorad gtuernlnhlp“ thnt hb& follon his shnra, thot hils unfavorable juldgaent of

the leadership qpnliflaatlunn ef the Germon gonerals and of the gunarll staffls

after ths Pﬁli!h unmpaign sLnuld find now encourasenent ana, finally, that anong

the high mllitary commanders the view should oome to provail mors ang more that thi

once every 200 yeara."

. Taohrer was 2 genuine military unmmgndur such as & people is glvan only about

Thers ers numerous proafes that the Fachrer considered himgolf alone to be

tho gpiritual father of the operaticng of 1§¢ﬂ. Dn tha vasls of an artlele &en;ing

with 10 Nry 1940 4{n vhich verioua thinzs were sodd chont “German leaderehip® hip

chicf ndjutant, Genersl Schmundt, wrote the folloving to the snthor in the epring

. of 1941F  "Yew Zave o Talos vicw of tadeze.  Thore has bacn 2o G:rnan leaderchip

but saly the fachvor, the Lohter Bad no onp wize eoncelved the idoa of thip Spora-

'tinn. e bad to wmzke his idee prevell ezeinat & Aiffercnt conception and resistances

of nany kinds. Unfortunately, ihere ave meny people and even hirher offigore who

cannct ges whaet o unique military cnmmaniqr has besn given t6 the Germsn people in

the person of the Faehrer.f

After the armintics of Qampiéﬁnn, France was not to be any military fastor

for n raananahia'épndn of tiuﬁ- thin wéé the generai opinion snd, of course, the

«opinion of the Commander-fn-Ohis? of tha Lrmy, Fleld Karchal von Braunhitach_anﬁ

. his on iwf of Gonorel 84828, General Halder, In c*.nnﬂe*tiujn with the averthrow of

thﬂ encuy in Westerr Zurape thora 1mm¢diataly ara*a, of cﬁurﬂa, goma eanentinlly

i
v qneations and inpartent 4
In the forceround woe t)

wao o1l 4n the field, wad ¢

fjrﬂflvﬁﬁﬂﬂtinnnt. 2he wae 84411 vo on ths Inlend, Ehunﬁd'nﬂe not imwedintely cruis

the Chornel and exploilt the v

2elcd.

o quastiong Heow zhall the wt? e asntinned? ﬂglanu

1ctury?

Uo then tha qunntinn uf IPnﬂinF in Tnplanﬂ vas the next in order. Durinw tha

unnpnign thn (armen eommond nnnwnred hy nu;ing thnt tha means wore not n?nilabln at:

that time and that nnthing of

En;ll:h fleat. ﬂarnanr hnd nedther uuitahle nor aurfiuiunt :hipping npnna nor

equal value could be pltted ngainut the ;qpurinr

d . W

meveh after the ﬂ&ta&ﬁrﬁghu of Imnlirk no Lanees op %he

05




~ could this bo providad in m short time. ' On the other hand the (ermon neval

foroes were too vonk to pive. nuffiriﬁnt protection to such a'landing operation.
It 14 po-uibla that not enougzh impurtﬂncﬂ vas aftached at thil time to the faot
'that we had almﬂlt complete mestery of the air and that we had & etrong eir
' fransport flast = ncnnrﬂing to the ntntenent of & peneral staff affiuur_of the
air forge there wera available: 1,500 Junisr machinas !of the transport of fruopl
and material. .

At that time glhnﬂ waL in en almogt defonseless position. She had been able

to' save only the wreckasze o*|her continental ermy, which uas withnut artillery,
'J tenkn una,utaar natu;‘m_n, _ua oves thic wag in a badly chettercd conditioz.
L Lie ._ '.'-;':.__;'Li.lsh deelove ononly wak of that $iue o dew Gersce dlvisions could

. ' % Sagtend. st ; 5 ¢ with

MEVO Soagueseld Zagicad. LA to whother $he war weuld kRuve endod v whig La,

of nourse, o be doublod. Uhe shire as sueh aiil} hao ﬁtfﬂng resarves and iz the'
background was the United States of dmoricam. Laler, st the heginning of July, the
idez of the leading Ald teko Bold and numerous proparations wers made fof thie I
operation, preparations ﬂenilnatad by the code word MSea lion®, but one wust asy
that thn'prnpuf momend had b an_naglucta&;. ﬁharehy; however, one renounced I
opsrational froedom in.*eﬁﬁrqu..Thﬂ eneny was given times to recover, to erm

Fhdnesls Lﬁﬂ DEapata for . the :uautnr4h1nw. : Sulthen 1n order %o understand the

! esllsnse in ﬂh; Wunt in igéi:cne auet certainly refleot apon this pniqtl What

1
i . \ we oncs noslect can never be nede goods
. Gn the cﬂntrarr, tho Germen conmend how had the taak of prutecting in 1ts tu:n

tha Belgien and ¥reach ﬁﬂaﬂtﬁ- If in the case of the firet oné oortainly dadld .
'nﬂt heve to fexr an wneuy lLﬁdinﬁi onp did have te prapare to ward off some com=-
mande anturpr*sa or éthor or a local thrust in the form of a leanding. limited bnth
in time and scope. Neither the ﬂnmma;ﬁ nor the troopes took thls matter very
::rieunlr. I myself had the uﬁpﬁrtunity in th; aumier of 1942 to inspoact the

;5“' Brlsian coest, particularly at the mouth of the. Echulﬂt and a few months later
I also 1uspnntad the Doy of ﬁiscﬂy fortifications. Only at a few polnts were thers
any mllitary installatlons wﬁrth moqtiunlng, ag for example in Scheveningen where

a fov atrong bunkers had been buil$ and barbed wire entanglements put in place,




Thora vore also savernl htiery fﬁnitinnn wvhigh were well defonded. BFut other-
wise there ware long stretches of connt protected only Yy sentry positione and

it would have beon an emny matter for the enemy to land in many plncnl{ Df uunrll._

at this time there wnse ntili 8 good long distance reconnalgsance and thu uoali
was guarded continually by the Iuftwoffa.

An ndditionsl quasilon was to whaf oextent Fronce should be garrlscucd in
orier to keep the country in subjection. One recognized quickly that only a small
force was necesnary for thiu._ 59 then, for the campaizn in Russia in the summer
and fall nr.lﬂdl. the groat masa of the Oarman Army in the wost could be fraﬁl
~ withont any.hgﬁitatian‘ 'Tha unsceuploed part of ¥rance, however, caused soms con-

'aarn. ninge in ncuuﬂqanne with the armistice coaditions a part of south and sguth=

. west Franos was left 1; thn hands of French $roops without any German troops moving'

in. On the other ai&a of thas line of demarcatiun the Frunch government, which

had moved over tﬂ Yiehy, waa master in hia awn houge for about 2 years. Of coursn;
the Garman anﬁ Italinn armistice commivsiong wers allowsd mecess ond gunarvised

tho exesatica’'of the ﬁiexmne:ent nrovdcionse o then, 41 ome eould serry sut

here o cordndn cmowat of puservisicn a4 if'nﬁ:aswary.anfarﬂn seiends, the situation
wing #4ffovent An Pressh Mosth Africa, which likowice was not secupised by Cerman
FTO0NG. 'Enrw the French will to runint:ncn bacame congcentrated and haru ware =

| organizud thu new nilltary forpes of Frence. Thie wan_thu starting point of

thu march of Genarnl Chrrles de Gaulln, a pergon who had haunno knnun in Gﬂrmlnr

4 pnrticul*rly through & smalu book iealiug with the futura war ond who had a-
tTeetod muek motien dn on intellnctutl joass but, of ¢ourne..nat encuzh es regards
kie Aétim*tv in Iorth ifricﬂ.

Te ba gure, in 1940, tﬁn Gerpan command had an upportunity to trangport trﬂupl
thera by 111, but at that timo one wes of tha opinion that the German soldiers
should not fight on Afriesn ﬁﬂili Generel Romnel, who was still employed as the
aljutrat ot thu-anhrar in tho year 1240, relsted to me in October of this year,
when he had Jﬁnt arr1VEﬂ ot Pntadum from & canv?raatinn Hith.tho Fuehrer in the

Roich nhnnaullary. the following chrractoristie |tatamant of the Tuuhrarl

"Hot & man and not a pnnnr ILr Africa." TR S ; K 07

e




Thim rnfﬁnnl to néﬁnh]irh E foothold in North ﬁfriua moraly fovorod the Ingli sh-
Jmorican plens, fn wag ahovm ﬁy tha 1+udin; in Moroceco in the late fall of 1942.
In the monnfima, howovor, connldereble Cerman forcea had besn committed to the
AMrican thentor of operations; thelenqmr had scquired nastery #f the aem ﬁnﬁ
adr in tho Hediterrcnesn erea to an extcopive degree and in thie way had brought
~ahout n wenkening of Oermon power of reslotonce ns & thls. gn achiesvenent which
¢ould no% fell %o hav; & repercussion upon the eventc in the nmore sestricted

onenn field. ; _
Theu, %50, warmuat anks | mentlon of the burden plransd .ll_"!'.iﬂn ;t.h-:- fernnn comnand

by the entrance of Italy intg the vars Yhatever forces Germnny might have had

avellerble, che should te4 have been raq;ﬂrmﬁ to employ them in the Modlterrenesn

regicny  Tndir thess odpeovmidancon we _-:m-ﬂ. have nerhans made en elliance with

L

sarane, etanns Ahers wWno ac] doubl en ofvorinnity Sor mkillsd dipilonacy.

Would England es durding| the time of Hapoleon I try to gain = foothola in

Spatn cad sarry on the attack :E'rf.ﬁn here?  This qﬁestiﬂn £lgo ecne up with the
terpination of the western campaign of 1840. In visw of the friendly relation-
shipz between the German Reloh - and Spaln we fel% that we wore safe from this side.
Lotor on plEﬂa bai. to be made. for prntecting the' Pyrenses frantiers
fa then hﬂ"iﬁrin? wish fhn sunmer of 1945 there vag nﬁt for o rather lﬂng
A e ;ny'qﬁﬁﬁticn ol m-qﬂmﬁ@%;”-ﬁrppeda :h¢&tar of pilitary nynr&tians. Irauce i ?
Yo oee o enunhry ik %nﬂ 0 be kapt A0 & ga eaful Lﬂntitalﬂ and u:aﬂ |

for bl Gernen esadned of werferc. fThe sz :him Wes hraugﬂt 2hout with_thﬂ

caoperablon of hke Frenov pegrle znd Fronch ecomomy, the better it wnui& ha fbr
the Qormon ¢czuge. Do thﬂn 1t was tha duty of the administrative aumhnritiar em=—
ployed tu_achiavﬁ'tﬁiu goel by mppropriate anﬁ:nﬂaqugtu MEABUTes.

_ ‘Beforas wﬁ cnﬁuiﬁhf.ln & btrief manner fhe-ﬂérman militarf adminintfatian. ".1:
.. muat call attention to'a rawlahamctm-iutiu factors in the structure of France. .

" Thig nauntry and 1ts puunl- uut alwara e unaarstonﬂ from ite center, Paris. }'12f
Fronca 13 nﬁthing without its unpitnl, ona may nay. * The cnpitnl is not nnlr-. g
tha srent pnpulutlﬂn aonter but iam also the headqua#tar: uf tha Pulitiunl, in- ?f

tullnctual, nrtintia. nnd chnamic life, partiuularlr thg Inttar- Har- -11 ihu
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Gt ldoes of counvnlenilion|copa torcthen, sad ono nay say noet only ithose of
. 1
1 5 o] - i 4. g e 5 5 4 5 d it
Freaes et tkoce of other wopss of Wha verlde L4 was ecordalaly cifficult for

tks frcach Leveranont ‘h! decfda %o abendon tha ﬁﬁpi‘iel'uni o %o Vichye It
resoved Ltaelf f;‘ﬂ:m thle netiorl: of melationshins whicsh hMad dovaloped over &

-

lony pardod of tiles IL reprensated Prrace from o polnt 'uhi.::.h wes not & real |

@

ceenters The asdtzntare .1".: first. had in na.t. being in the ihi‘!ﬂ;ﬂﬂ.ii‘-ﬁﬂ sphera of

Gorman influence wsg lost Y the occunaticn .rn“ pouthsrn Mraoce, wWhich cccuvred
latc-l;. If ona wighed to opganize & nm:r regiotance, ona _cﬁuld probably deo

this enalest in Paris, which| is lacking in transparency in eo many réupactl,l and
which is the hiﬂin: plucn-nf 80 many aﬂrnntururl.'hnt which il at the same tlme
the hesdquarters of the internnt-lanal wrld., whene rall.tinu wi.t-h f#ralgn ﬂuuntrin

wsZe rot antirely destroyod. in spite ﬂf all the uhutaﬂlal place& in the way hr the

I
oeounations

1elatively wneekdng Frofiee was not hit_ Yery Merd oy the aafeat s.m;.t her losoesn
o 21lled wore not atb oll -rn:r;.'.p:-rnhlf: to those of the firsgt World War. “i’lnu deatrue-
tion throughcut corbat antichs, r;:;;}mi:.-.liy adr nttm;;r.g. ware sm&ll in'axtuut'whun
congldeped u4s & wholn; Henfo, her conﬂidefablp.war putential.faﬁhineﬂ_1nFunt

to & great oxtent, and this fa Proved sspocially by ﬁhe'fan'_e thet .t.hu Gémsﬁ

" Whhrnacht gave French industry large orderss It also had an adventsze in that

milliona of French workers were not only amplnreﬁ. 'hut -_un:.d. 'hnttnr than fnrnarl;p-.

at least in the na,jl:-ritr nf casess S0 then thn nnuntr;r was kapt peaceful. _
Frobably this would hm‘ baan tho case anyway, because the I‘rem:h p&uplu

vere tireds In 1940 ond alsb later it showed qn_uill toffight, ﬂn;pe:iin.'l.ly a0 .

long as the German military authorltiea could follew ite policy of o quiet .

sennible adminiatration of thn'uﬁuntqr. If the ™nglish had roally mtﬁ.n_d‘.ad..'_tnl PR

land, thoy ecould have counted on ecarcely sny support from the Irench pnﬁph, o8-

pecinlly not in the first yehirs aftor tha defeat, when &as & rule ons hﬁnrd‘f.h-

opinion expressed amongz the rench _papulati.ﬁn that England had lef$ France in t.lu

lurch in her oritioal hour. |
Bnth of tha Germeon nilitm'..r adminletrations set up in Western ;:.‘urupt it

the two il‘fﬁl'fid. ware 'Lhe- mi 1tu.r;r cormander for Belgilum and Horth Francn ond
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vol miadiany comnandens $ae oY sh OF Lronge e Ron sersoindy acutvihated o rrend
dowl %9 kwuplng the "r';"-’uit“l. Belglea ard Dater populatione in a tronquil condl tion.
A gront contridution £ thig bﬁd £lso hnun made by a skillful seleotion of pureons
hoth for the lendine ﬁﬁﬁitﬁﬁﬁﬂ and for the oabsrdinate penitions. The dilidary
eeniunderd, tho ohlofs of atiff of these authoibities and the raspootivae méminlntrl—

tdra Iri.’.'_.'.il'.?_ﬂ‘ “‘J '| 'I‘]J.'\ . ﬂ_n.“__T‘JT_.n.'ﬁ. e ‘“'h.‘l"""‘i'*"'fb T thf'...'l:. l!".l'l.n. thﬂ e" t""‘fﬂ-ﬂ.ﬁ. {“) Vﬁ"'—. ._

maader and the "field cunmrﬁun"* wore in the majority of cases not partisans of
militancy in politins but wera men who wore chiefly conocerned in bringing about
an amicable underatanding betvesn the German and French people (or Balgian, and
Datieh)s Unfortuaataly, thay ;sre nat 2lwaya mastors in their own houss. Other
atate and yolitieal suthoritics carriod sut & Franeh policy on their own rnaponnl;
bliity and 444 thair Bast 45 waka bhe astivity of thn militory conmanders nppcﬁr
8t the Fachrerls Mendenarters as a poliey of wesknees. This led to many improper .
interventicns by higher suthuritinu md finclly to a chenge in variouns nfficial:;'.
If vo sbeorve tha work: nf the tve gsreat military edminiotrationp, we can see [
thnt as rezarde the events or|1944 it 1n not tn be soperated from Gonerals von
Falkenhnusen sad von Stumlpnaéel snd Colonels von Harbuu, Spaiﬂl and Kossmanne
Gnnqraltrun Falkenhensen wes nilitery ¢nnmanﬂér in Belgdum ond Horth frznce feor : i

flmost 4 yeers. Fis chief of sinff vag Colonel won Haroou for elmoet the serms |

perdod of timee (The formar Yaz fortunate 1n_é.pclitieal gensss Skillful in.a

coeisl genme and basing ﬁiu pclicy'af r&cunciliatiﬁn on the recognition of aa e
neny of the interpnt: of the dnuntry og- puasihlﬁ, ha was ahln to muhilisn in a
hish degree the rich eetnomie rnaourcun of Belgium und North Franuu- In thi:

& groat deal af ﬁaniutnnﬁe wad Tondared br.the fnpmur collaborator of Ludandnrf!.-

Colonsl von Farbou, who, aftern hia dnnartura'rrnm ﬁha high arny ocomnand after the ;

firnt Hhrld War, found, 1ilks s meny other general sfaft offlcers, a leading pﬂui-l

tion in industry and hruught with him & rich expericnce {n the handling of paapln

end the notivation of ~conomic onergye I fondly recall neeting hnth of tha:e
poracns in mriloular on the scearion of & trip which I made, 1n uy position as
chisf of army propagnnda, as eprly as the year 1940, with German scientists,

-lr—p-—-l-l-—- R S —-l-q—-u-———-l—u—"_

(*) Hend of . a.militnrg anvnrnneut oR & hnn&quartern.
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writers ond hizh 3ﬂiﬂ L\:; 1rﬂM§r; to th=.ﬁm;tern theater of militery upnratinn;q_
. Wne nilltary ndniﬁintrntion not only did every thing £¢ nace such trips througy
the country m uuuceal,.hut it recelved 1to guests in & fitting manner and geve -
"the impression of -dnini:tn;1n5 tha,ﬁuuntry wiaoolys 3 : .

At ooy rate General Tﬁn TPalkenhtugen had echieved two ﬁhingn; the cuuntrﬁ
wvoe still trenquil in the ﬂpr!:inp_; n-:t‘ 1044, In spite of & nerlou-s food .lituﬂ.tial,'
the damazes of war had been extengively repaired and tho econony of the country .

hod made eneentlal contritutibne to the Gorman war affort.

In the Jurisdiction of'ﬁhu military commnonder of the rest of France the
situation wes more difficult in many respectss In the first place the area to i
be admininierei was considerably lerger thon that of the milltary commander of
Bolgiun end North Froance, becanse for & rather long time about half of the I
country was not ceccupled by armed forees. Finally, the French pqqplu were dif#'ul
feront rrum_tha Belpiane in etructure and mentality. The:militnmg'unmmnn&ur in °
Trance st the timn uf'thn londing, Genoral fﬁn Stuaiynzgal, Eaﬂ’rag&rdad his -
tazk in the caae woaner thet Gesersl von Frllkenheusen hod, nsmely, &8 one of
pualfyine the uuu;ﬁry end nkiilfullyimutilizing its econonmic resuurnai. As an-
‘individunal he differed, of gourse, in mﬁny rospectas from the milifary command ex

of Belgium and North Frances He restreined himself more thean the latter. Thnugﬁl
he was perscnally amiable he seemed to be less tronsparent. His recall and
-audden death scon after Pﬂ Juﬁy 1944 — Gnnaral von Etuelpnagal attempted sulgide
at did not ﬂillnntil a few dawn latar e unahlad us to draw certain uondluuianl.
If we disregard certain 1nuidantn, his aotivity in Trasce must be regarded as Buo=
‘eenaful on the vholes Ths fL\t that he suécoeded in getting the French adninig~
tration to ﬂhupnrntﬁ'uith Ehu Gormon suthorities and in exploying the indunstry of

|
|
SHe eswnteyr to the madmun cwpest, =ooves thed his neosures vore amropriates. Tho

verdous chiofs of. ths gonecal| ataf? asd the individusls asting in the administration

contributed much to. this. Mpation must be made in partisuler of Colonels Speidl

* and Kossamanne The former had previocuply been a military attache in France and

not only spoke exocsllent French but also had *.guud.kﬁaiia&ga of the hnunttr end j'

—
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of the mentality of tha French people. He was one of thoss general astaff vy
officere vho combined ekill, wisdem end sound political senae. Even in the |
momenta of the greatest military successes he retalned his oaln and with thll:_
the ability to oriticize, which ie so 1mp§rtnnt. tut through the militory
comnonders his influence nnulilbe sxarted only in a limited way. Later oa,
used as chief ur.th- general staff of the group of armles llxaly'nrgnnisnd

by Fleld Marghal Rormel, he did excellent work here aleos At an early date

he .ruoﬂ.r:ni.luﬁ that the lmdlng:un! bound to lunn_na.i., nnless thers was a basis
change in npurafiannl oonuuptiﬁnu at the Fuehrer's headquarters. At the be-
ginning of Anguﬁt 1944 he toldima that the war was lost unless there was en
inmediate eveocuntion pf'WEutarﬁ and Southern Frasce anﬁ the consideradle Corman

|
forves in this region placa&'bThind the 3eine-lolre-Sasne-Rhone lins. Besldes,

L

this was also the opinion of Field ﬁnruhal von Kluge, who, as suscessor of Fleld :
Marshal von Bundstedt, wag later pi;aéd in command of the West grnﬁp of nrminq-..
ﬂalunul'kun:manéj who peplaced Colonel Speldel as chlef of the General 5 .é‘
Staff of tﬁn Hilitary Gummnnﬂu+ ef ?rﬁnca. parhﬁp- new 15:: about the eountry o
et first and in tﬁu beginning *&i 8leo laas critical of fha development of the
pitucstion than the latter, hut.hu'wﬂp & broad-minded, tntﬁuuiaatie, end amiable
perscn who was skilled 1ﬁ.n :n-ial sense end & valuable support of the Hilitary
Oommander. He realised more Ind nuin the correctness of the German policy
earried out in Frence and tried to direct the disturbing forces along the right.
path. l ' '
Above sll, it waa a qunntlun of anticipating the demands of Ganleiter
Bnuglcel ae regards inconsiderate taking of Eranch.laﬁureru'rnr_amplnymnnt in’
Gevunny. Thene demande wers of & iind to motivate the French National Foraes
that wers beginning to gether 4n the feniutaﬁna movenents Se longz as the volune
teer nathod was dscd or vhen allabnr contrnct was entered into by two porties
and the French worker went to [ermany of hism owa accord, thers was nnthing to
fear for the pemse of tha uounhrr. Thiﬂ changed thn moment that ﬂanltitcr Bauckel
nade demande that uuuld no 1nngur be fu111115ﬁ¢ Gn- aen eey that by thias naan:

‘one only played lntu the lnnd-‘nf an enexy that had decided upon mkicing a

wlle SR il 12




landing and thht.lt,an;.uf' thougands of French were driven into the no-called
Maquie movements xi'.n eplie of this it would not be correot to ssy thnt the
situation in the apring of 1944 1n France ‘HHIIII poerhape no longor under tha control
of the Gammlhilitm‘y._ edainietration. Butb there was o groving tension and this
in tu:rn affectod both tha mtiﬂty of tho German aathorities and of the Eurmm
- troops, who wero forced to taka measurces of necm‘itr for thuir own pratmtinn.
 Then too the prntanuun of rnadn. rallvays, bridges, and m:mgruun military an&
industrial objectives raq_m:d. the employment of an ever 1u¢raaslng member of
trna;ph Thelr being t!.ud.ﬂnm here meant a parupt._ihla @ren}:anlng of t-_ha front

ond this must also be taken into account in gonnection with the lending snd 1*‘.!"

‘eonpagquencieons

The moxt inpnrfant' q._uu-tiun, however,’ iu' to what extont the German goldier
in I‘rannn was affected by tha oou.ntr;r end his military qm.liﬂuatinna were
influenced. Fleld Harshal Rommel tolﬂ. ‘me, when I had e=n opportunity to . talk
. with hinm personally in the Jﬁ:rlng of 1844 at ?ﬂntaih‘blnau, that at the Pachrer's
headquarters, from which he ?.hnd. Juet come, one hal a very poor u;ﬁintan of the
German soldier in the 'I'I'l!t.a He elalmed the Fuehrer himself had said that the
German soldler was "eaten up'i'. Paris seemed to bim like g Babel. Hs sald
that the military commander m.ﬂenu .l.mthing to prevent the d.aggz'g.;_ tha. -
nﬂi;;argl spirite | ! s | .-

hat voe the racl truth of the meftar? Thsre 18 20 doubt thet the tfnnréia;"_ |

:.-'.c:;ri.ﬁs; i ke v.'.e-'s.tt' for o ey tino hod "I’aec.a:'m ascustozed o the countrys thér :
gloadly made wgo of {ow f,da-i quarters, of this or that oppertunity to improve thal.l;l
1iving conditions and fo secure foodetuffs, housshold goods, and clothing for the
-bhomelands  The 1ntare:t in the latter naameﬁ to stend very much in the fcrc- .
ground, if one may Juﬂgo from what was seen, for exmmyple, in 1042 or 1043 un

the big business ltruatn of Parie, Lyon or Marpeille =nd also of Brussels or -

Angterdam. One 'h‘hh ntnq.rad. I.'or‘fmlr & short time in the ocoupled territory of tha
West would nmula_rﬂ:.r' gat 8 imprunniun oftentines tha.t one didanot think 'rarr

‘mush here about the ware fho nuldier Loadod vith pa.ukngn had evidenily

g . :




reploced the flghtef with wesponss Ong lived woll though the cost was high; on
Eundeys one took a trip and carried hia gird friend alonge Vas 1% roally this
H&yl Cue would certainly de thﬂ ialdlar in tho Vast sn 1njus$1¢l to gnnurnli:i
this judgmonts This uﬂrtaiuly in not traas an rogards the divieionn stotioned
oa the conaba - Oac .cannot deny that froace, the Frenchmen, andéd aven the ITrench
woden exercised a cartnin 4nflrencs which advergely affected a limited part of
the Gorman armed forces and porticularly the ciministrative asuthoritiss. But
the military authoritien had things fully under control sad both General von
Falkenhaugeon end Genernl von Stuelpmarel, with whem I hed ea opportunity to dig-
cuss thip matter, saw the situvation rleerly ead did their bent %o maintain erder
. end diecipline. :

The militery authoritien ﬁhr be blemed for the situnticn which preveiled at
{thn time of the collepme of the wectern front only vith quelifications. Many
times it was a qpaﬁtiﬁn of the sceorlled "flight sutomobile” anﬁ not of the ﬁill-
texy vehiuiu- There wari in France, nnﬁ partioularly in Parin, numgrous other

eathorities of ihu_ntmte end of tha Perty and representatives of 1ndust:r in

lorge numberse Im & number bf caces it was aleo ascerteined thet the Froneh nr
Polgiun vomon were tawﬁn riﬁn;!fur their psrzonel protection and at their own
Teguueets In uﬁita gf this tha!a'waru & graat nony things that were not olean
' .u.uﬁ the homeland wuld ;aunnﬁjilr get the ymprescion of = éntast_ruphh'
The asnaTtinn that the French women won a wictory cver the German mnldierp_
ie nnt tﬂnahie when rozarded m re éluﬁaly; of eﬁtrna, there ware ligzigone, hut
not to the extent that wes rappoaeds Where they appesrsd 'too openly, the military
autrnritin- alwayn intervened ad frequently the suldier concerned was tranaforied i
to the Zast or tn tha Enlknnn.l S R %
In ?nrln. in partichlar, thoro wae good order, somothing which the German
cormenfar apv $0e At the time of the lenling of thalﬂlllnslin ﬁbrmﬂnﬁy.thiﬂ von
Mcjor Ceneral wvon Yoyneborg, o poldler who was just as opergetle ai he woe aminblu.
and whe hed taken npeninl';rdcnutionn-for the defense of the ‘oity from the putside
~or from disorders within Unfnrtunatély; ho was relieved ef hie post -2 few days L
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bofore the fall of the cit:-f. end replascd by Gennral von .Iaititn. who was {n-
telligent but who waa not #cqpaintedlwith the nituation. Since at tho sane time
there was a change in tha commnnd of tha West aﬁd Southwest front of the uiﬂr;
vhich was affected ﬁr the Americen atteclk,. the situation for ?ufin pust have
‘teemed :aribul-.' The respans:hle infantry general hara,'?infsw; a cnm?nnding i Sk
general who had made an u:nelgunt shoving in the Eaat andého hﬂ& been a commander

-.1n Forthwest France for n'yQQE.'inn relieved by & high Party lender who had re-
ooived his last military treining ﬁﬂ Jears ago ag of ficer cendidate, who had

no kind of front experience but who in spite of this was promoted in one day

from Lieutenant Colonel to General.

Before taking up thies maLtar, howerar, we must pose the question as to whether

or not the spirit of the CGerman soldier had shanzed from 1940 %o 1944 in a monner .

decisively effecting the comdhst ef battle. Thors i1a not a doubt of thiee There -

are meay thinge to be nunaidaLgd if we wish to de Justlce to the internal develop~
: !

ment of the German armed forces, It is only by considering them properly that

we czn understand why the collapse had to take place in the menner that 1t did.

in reality, it was no longer the goldier of 1940 which ogain went into battle

on French scll 4 years latnr.; It was le=s the influence of the West —— and thig:
must be emphasized again e u¥ even of women that had destroysd his fighting mﬁrall.
Four years of war hod consumsd him. I% ia not that one can say that he had
become tdred; this ia trus, of pourse, for a nﬁmbar of the members of the armed
forces, especially for the nlL men; tut in the face of évents the men were in-
differeat and many times they had an inner feoling of doubt which, of course,

they did not dars to expreas.

BE& thic prohnblr-chaLavt:;i:mﬂ in the moct pointed mnznmr. the psyshologleal busie
which catsad the collensees Duhwardly the men catcd as 4 they believed 1n victory
but in private conversation LLa cane wn $ 41f ~rant; %

Unfortunately, thil wan the cage in the nfflaarnl unrp- .nﬁ_avan 1n thn h;ghar ;

staffs, The aituation wvas nharactari:nd by matusl distrast. !hiﬂ agnin vas &
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result of glving & politierl charncter o the ermed :ror-:a-i, a dovelopnont which was -
not oven ﬂpprnxlmat..e].y fo slrong in ]I.EHD. ﬁra‘rio‘: md heaviep !.n.ruﬁds hod been

mede upon the old nffinnri n::nrpn. the pﬂ-tr hnd gained more snd more influence and
the B3 had thr-nt i'-tulf Bore a.nd. more in tha forcgraund. . as

What kind of & messure wee if anyvay to create, in eddition to the three

| 'hrr_nchu ofrthe armod Iorcer; in;ape:-ﬁcnt"w thei' wrv nature, zazely, tho frmy,
‘EL.. Aly Jovew ond the vy, o Jourth YWwraneh, the Weffen _451 How atat 4% h.we_
Catrask the h‘;.a'.:.,fr wAgn At . s incwecnainsly urhed bock dntoe & cacondary plass, whea
tun.a:r tdmes in gentrast to the Waffea 55 &t woo not given I ¢ UQOesSnLTy equ...i..muut,
and aven when it was prejudiced in the matter of raneﬂea!;@nd wen taken avay frol
..H and finally vhen 1% was regarded ae pelitically uareliablel
Of oourse, one camnot deny the frot that the 53 divisions as a rale fought .
~well, even though they weroe not always lel in & porresponding meanors More than
- onee, egpeainlly in the Iast, dloody secrifices wore mede, which with intelligent
'1aniarghip of these 'ﬁiv:l.si;:mu could essily heve been a.ﬁida&.

The trocps of 1844 were not only differcnt from those afJ!I.El-iU spiritually snd
'mara.lly hut ther veore ﬂl-m:- ;gh}r.aiu_e.liy diffemmt. ¥ost of the Germen divia,inni
went on %o the Trench ‘hattlnﬂlal..d.s heterog ﬁnuau.ly organlzad, meating crnly in a 2
limitod cense field rnquirunants ag resarde :H.t-n.as-i- thﬁ_ir officers and non- -
cnmniaﬂinneﬂ. of ficers werc much poecrer than formerly enﬁin unlfnrmﬁ, uquipmm;.t,
and supplies tha:r could nnt be comparad to the e.ttac}'ar. : :

If one wishen, one crn classify these ﬁ.ivinlonn on the 'haa.tu of thelr ﬁghting
quolitiee. The prmored division, the parechute 1nfmtrr end 85 ddvislons nami.ng :
from the Zast were approxinately on the same footing. In the second piana vera

| the antive units wvhich were 1n'thu'ﬁéﬂt Bnd vhich were held back as full:r ﬁatn'ﬂ:uﬁ
i 'tz;ategiu .raur*ral. The .thirq{_:i'oup wan nnn-t-!..tuteﬂ by the Luftwaffe ficld divisidns,
: _:i.rhig-;h meﬁy timea were well orgenized as regards psrnan‘nai. bud wore not well trained
and were froquentl;r poorly led. Tn the fourth place ﬁrnru the ooastal or foptifi-
aation di-rl.ulnnﬁ which Qhuwﬁ meny Wealmenrces duo t9 the faot that their officers,
non—conni ssioned ﬁfﬂ.cﬂ‘l.l{ld men had boen extensively "combed out” and for this

reason were very old and did not have at their disposal the equiient of the-

-]_: B
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neroal fisld di.ﬂ'llunn_- their .nrtil.ltl:r:,' was mony tﬁnn installed in fived
pﬂsitiﬂqa and thaj.;r m:‘uturlza‘tin‘n wan ?.nnﬁffiniént- The greeter part of sush
diviplons vaw, ns re[;n:_r&n the transport of thai:f wonpone, thelr equipment a_md'
their mppne-u','_ dapanda.nt upon harﬁ treotion end -I-'liﬁ in part upon country
vehicles thet had been gatherod up, nﬁmﬂ:f, the haﬂ;r two-vheeled Freach ca:tt.l i

There were lt-l.11 other unite an, for a:nmplo, Hpmial.q,r nrgnnind soourity
é‘l.t"istihna, uﬂb...t .g-rnupl with 1ibe strnnr*h of a division ond thosa unite which
wore orgouized auring tha antzetrophe; bul mony tinu those warse yoor troops and
reprosented 1ittles more than poorly led mobs. |

vhen with 5.11 'th.*.a ws compare the plﬂtﬂ.!'t of the Inglieh ond American"ﬁttmk

- . divisions, then it 'heﬂﬂmel ¢lear why the uum‘brr of fightern in 1944 sould no hn;u'

'haf.aein". In a-ﬂathar rupanh of course, it had ite 1.mpnrtanca- it vos not &

matter of inﬂ.ifftranu as to whether  tenk divi sinn went into 'nattlriritl} 3& to
50 tanks oF with 500, vhether 1t Bad fuel for only one day or had en unlinited
ﬁlnmi, or 'Hhﬂ.ﬂ:'ln! & unit was trn.nnporte-;i i:;r oTo su_—nﬁnfr:.r vehicles which uﬁulﬁ
carry it anywhere or whether ﬂ'- l_ﬂul te march .u.n. foots Tha same thing must be-
sald in reéud fﬁ the alr fﬁrna- . it 'tha-. commding gannrﬂ of tae 9th Alr Corps,
-tl:u exoollent rm.mg General Pnh. who a.t the esrly ﬂga of ?:9 tuuk cammenﬂ. ‘of the

'nir corps meed . n,ga.inut Englnnd, gavn tha ratiec of ﬁarmn fighter planes to Inglish

iy

fighter pln.nan ®% 1:10, how muat the ratilu have been latorl It was not surprising

‘that with such a naglu_ut. of the wn.ut'em thoater of nilitary operations or with .
the cnnni&ﬂn‘nia lack of ahti-.ai_rﬂaﬁ.defann thezmpvanent of troops on the German
-eido in tho &ar timé besrme aloost fzpessibles In additisn to this,” thers ﬁas' a
dtrrus—_-.nnf.ina moral erdeet, ootircly e.n.tcler'_ :.'ru-ﬁ"*:,ha consideradlo loss in men ond
: mneteriel by L1 the m!.li_.tar;r unite from anm;fg eir attacks. . S0
Yoile dn the renks of the Engliﬁ and American abtank divisions th';r.ﬁ :\rai'n
only a few men .wrr B8y in numerous German units at the time of the offensive this
vas the aversge uga.i Iiven thu highor commenders of the Allies were much younger

on the average $hea those én the Geramnn side, even though a re}mrma.tibn had. ‘hnm

nnrrird. nnt h the lnst fw years at the a:pnnu or n‘bﬂttr.
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What hnp]ianﬁﬁ in 19218 when the Cerman general wmlnu longar ablae to
anf toctically en & large scale and much less able to aot strategienlly also
nede its sppenrance nows There was, of courne, a'differeﬁcq: at the end of the
firat Werld Wer ths 1ﬁf1u¢ﬁca of a lnnélpariad of tronch warfnre mnde itself
folt; the higher military commander gob 4n & rut in his thinking and could not
g% outs n::pruued. 1:1 anothoer WYy ho had fargattm hw to lead and then tuu
; tha_uar:hnd uhangﬁ; in many ruspectn in the mesntimes In 1944 thore were aleo
generals who Iu:.'.fae"irn hed led n:i. troa;}s in :'mnr of nwmant.. On the other band ;
'thurn Hura amang the cummanﬂera in the Waet numuruul ﬂffiﬂﬂrl with a:plriunui
in the Tinat, Why then d14 they esot in qpite of thise wlth 8o 1ittlu dntlrninntiﬁl
.. . and in a menner thet wu 80| insppropriate for tha situation. .
Thers i ﬁnly one angwer tu_thi:. Their hands were entirgl# tied by the
Fushrerls hﬁadépartafu. In| addition to this thaip love of responsibility had
bean pnralyzeﬁ fy numarsng p?enttt'bf all of thaa Ensea:af raﬁa}gl and pun*'
demantion of generals by ubuft—ﬁartial- Tha'indapfnﬂeﬁt oneg héﬂ prahnhlf devinted
from an order of the Fucshrer and acted to the bast of their mowledze but wsre un-
suceesafuls No one vnnteﬁ to be removsd from his posltion under dishomorable
conditions, or be degraded or end his garser in A concentration oamp.
Porhapa uf-rr one 414 not see that the war had changed since 1939 or 1941
. : Just as it ﬂhamgaﬁ. between the years 1014 = 1918+ As & rule the l}u'man ganaru.l G
saw in the Luftwaffe less q|utrata*ic means for condusting warfa:a then a tactical
Beano. Ozly in a few Fipuak was 4% realicod that traffie choce waulq_rcnﬁag en
orderly Yooop novemsnt a.lmln‘-"l.nlmm:iblu. If it 45 trae that the j_r.rpor';;-am:_q 1:;:."; 2
the "naw v-apan*.uau axﬁggnrutad by ths Fushrer and in addition %o this the fighter :
plane progrsm neglected, this represents a failure $o recognite the trﬁ state of o
affairs in 1944 and 1945.
If in 1917=18 it wae 4hs English and Americen trn% sgainst which the German
infantry hnd no puitable &%fen:a. then this ssme $enk on the Gernmon side in 1944
found i%self algutt dnfeﬁailual agalnast the pursult bhomber and since the German -

commend had neither ground defense nor air defense it had to look on while the

Tigers snd Panthers foll viatins to the enemy alr attacks. 7The bomb carpet
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i, %ho threr snd thet there w

which formed the hraakthrquéh_gnpu for tho Englich and Anerican tenk divisions
~aa, 0@ rogards itg atrﬁtugiu importonce, not sufficlently réalisa& before the
battle in Hnrmnnd;, tnd the conperation Yetween the alr force and thu tank
-furmntinnn woa not duvelupad in & similer monner by the Gernsna cunncna- It is
Jrobable that the erects on Jy the 1;Lmﬂna 0L two noparate raadnnn*nonﬁributiﬂ
mueh 30 tidge sgresaent - a; ﬁbBﬂLL it almogt oTory aans: hut inebead, thara
appeared differencss of opinion in ‘hﬂ command gtaff and goneral staffs of both
of ithe two. hrnnchn: of the %rmnd fore2s. Ia the Amariuan irny thers was no -unh
atv:sann. ' o
in Fhir cﬁﬁnecttun ] ey b Qﬁnticnmd héﬁ-HaJnr Gensral Henning von

'.Tr;q;;aw, an arsr e:inf who was iillel in ‘ha =gty the bredng of tho overthrow
i f'attamnt of 20 July lﬁdé, one af the best, wissest anﬂ mant active urficarﬁ of the
Garman .ﬁ.rm.:r, told me in tha fall of 1'343 that 4in t.hu early stdmmer of 1944 tha war
would reach a ataga, dus to 1nab111ty to resist tha enamy hnmhtng attacke, in
¥hich the Gorman command wuuld have no posaibility of curryin* on observation.
When I replied that I a*pactLﬁ the wer would last at least into the fall of the .
Year and probabdly through thT winter of 194#-45 he told ne that I was probably
the.only oae why held thig ajininn- Hp aaia thet the gnnarnl staff, at lenat
‘158 mora intellizent par, .Is of hie qyinion, bat that ons could not convinge

2 no genaral whn had tha cowr ege to tell him thn

true frete op tu nct in a.dnuermhneé menncri - : ' !}_-*”

Then, too, thrhigher ﬁilitnr; cnmu;ndnr éas nut'alﬁaya éivan'guaﬁ k&vica
by hie goreral steff. Of gourse, the . reed zajority nf the officers’ aarving in
1uuh positiong were cerefully chosen sngd hlmu parfnrmad wall bat ths ”aftargrawth'
#ap 1ot suificient rmany tdm e 2, partiuularly in the ecge of tﬁe Luftwcffes. Then
too the generdl steff officer vag punrly traatad. The unfararabla cnncaptinn of
thi Tuehrer was alre prﬂhatoﬁ to a groct oxtent hy h}a chief adjutent, General
‘Schmandt, mentioned meny timss and himself a former general staff . offiser, who
Judgad hils old comrades in & most sevors mannars If 4in apite of this the anman

&Toops still fought well in Normandy end Brittany in June, Juiy and August 1944,
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There is n double explenation for thie; In the firet placo the ronso of duly
of tha Germrn raldler ctill cxprosced itealf, rnd 1n the second plnce there wos
the spirit of ths young eoldders, rnd eupncin&]r of the young officers. In con= ;

trent ta the mars of soldlers whish believed the wod had been loat, they belisved

ta the lagt !.ﬁ thg Puchrer a*i':qﬂ bis 2snse. They seerificed themselves for himg

in meny places they were fiﬂeﬂ with real fanaticlesnm for fighting. Thare were only

i
{
i
! - & few wmong them vho were eccesaible to on intelligent consideration. They rejected
J from the very start overy cr?.m eritipcion of the gituetion end savw in this -n eoffort
i to undersino the will for vi:ntcr;r and the belief in victorys

ha L','{‘.'h_:lra;:tcr.i.ﬁtlc excmple of this we mey talke MaJor Barnld Lindenherg, a
odirited offlcer van esuld neft e -a-.:.:;*,.-.:f.:re.'in solélery cathusiaon and »ith vhonm

i . O otae cowdd ddrewss the .-:..'::_rim'.'-:".ﬁ:a of the zituntioms ut whez I did co he vigoroun=

Iy redccted the fd2a that the wnn -*nulc‘. aad witheet commlote wictcryw

Shir oo of pare {:‘!-_*nl'ti'ntl nnfrrl" W 4o & high degrass the sttitude of the

A e W

-'t.rr.m'_-_:r:‘-..' It wpa this orov *v(.;.ic}: bolicved tc tha lest in tho Vewsapons ond thelr
suooass, often in conns setion with foolich idoan hken Iroxr- nevhera. They had no
.d.uubtu abouk m_vt-ning, prwir‘ac‘: it locked favoreble and they: rajmtad frop the

- very start ecny bed neows es ennm;r prapﬂgunﬁn.

i : ' r In contrast to 1918 -thﬁ enemy axarcised hardly eny influence at all by
; | i
33 | provesoada. he £lving Lecdlets drarmod by Tnelish aud Meriecn nirnlrnes vore

nak Tanl, eng "l b'.'ﬂi:::’?.-:e:-,ﬂ_fﬂ."if*:?f-.";*. 'ﬁﬂ.i:ﬁ.-m uot lietened to or wero concldercd as
b Tyt ] R Lf pom Tolg snilaely "'J thes homeland 204 verp eptreasad Uy the
bohibng ebtasks, hy negative effentn raeultdoz from them rhowed etroncly eonly
] & 4 tho cate off thetallor vied. Op tha other hand, psople vere entirely rocentive
kn “oeiballs preTapnng o i‘u:. Terty ]::}."011.‘:.5';1_;.1‘1FJI~.‘.- ol did ned mﬁna how in xmony
roppecte they aliscated th-:n'.:alvcn Srnm. fac epirdt of the old eray, t;:u the detri-
ment of the interanl gohepton of the.trbopp snd of tho relatisa of confidenge hutwml:t'

']__ﬂfﬂcarn eod man or between | the hlghar command authorities and the front..

e A s U vl o e
3 = -

At 1e 2lne a gquertion here of dotermining.tho .‘I:I-;u..thfulnenu of the agesertion

thnt the events which led ti.'? tha atterpt ot aumailﬁat‘-inn on zﬂl-l'u‘.l:r 1944 and the

' attonpt iteelf and its aonaequences contribnted to tha-mlla;pu of the ﬂnm
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ig wooss $9 Lo Without faliadnticas Shose whe asy about tha atpassination

. ntteapt were limitod to a very rmall circle. If thers were among these certala
i | g

pornuﬂu who wors of groat importnncz for the coaduct of the war, they 414 ot
Erhntﬁsn the monsuves f:r-p#?vanting ‘the casuy lﬂndinglzni 444 oot keep the |
tracps 1a the West from belng sapplisd sufflelently with ammualtlen, fﬁal.
food and other thinge. If |in the conrse of the canzaisn there appeared de-

ficieneies 1n this respset on the Germem nide, they were caused by the destructicn

of tha raar'nﬁmmnnicatiunu|hy the snemy air forcs and the lack of motoer vehicles

end fusl ond were mot cnuscd by the intentional preventicn of importsat military
traasgortation. . Nolther can one scy that the higher comaand, la expectatlon of

the coming evente, Potad h_:ﬂi'uatih;;l;r or neglactfully:  on the sontrary, averything .

‘was doas thgi"ﬁas at_ﬁil"Plasihle to ;reveﬁt'thn landing and it will be posolble

to see thlg later ons The| events of 20 July'1944-war¢ not known erong tha-truapg'

ontll very much later. JBven 2% the beglnuing of Lagusk there Were nUMErous

-, companies in which pothing was known concerning the atteupt at assazslnation

enf thmre were others in vhich one diﬂ not bellevs the report. It vas really
surprising how 1ittle reprhcusﬂinn this extraqﬂ@inarr ovent Had, Hanr timos &%
appeared aa if 1t wers not token #mriously¢

In-iﬁuking haak over fths davelopment of events one can ses clearly that this

; an, of tourse, already a mympton of callapee. That the succeas of the attempt
‘or in othar words the removel of %hc Tuehrer and the replacemeat of the Natlonal

' So¢islist Fuchrer ﬁrntdm'jy a military Cictatnrahip would have brought sbout &

turn in the war snd Wauld:hava sovad the ﬂermsn poople from anconditional our-

‘render :avmu imﬁrahﬂhle on the baasis of what has become knuwn in the weoantine from

the eirclos of the Amﬂricjn and Ingll gh genar&l stoffe. Two things presumably
woinld hnro hnqponcﬁl T™ore would hnru been a qnicker ¢ull:pan uf the Garman fruntl

and pnqsihly A fi sht nmong the Gernons thamnalveu &nd at the sane time a corres-

ponding ndvpncn nf the pnérr in .the +ﬂat, hnnt, and Eauth. of caurna. thi dag~

truetion of Garmnn citien by nnnny air uttnckn bugtnnin; with tha rull ﬂf 1944

‘would probably not have miterializode - 2Ho, i ;’=i Ziaieii e Tk u'?'( '". ‘f
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‘Wuly 1944y 38 years old,

The fact that the Enrnhn'lnldiur gtil1l continued to fight for © months after

thﬂ nttempted sanassination

on the Zostern Front, shows

. They eould no longer bo off

the end of July on davelopo
vhen th: limding wvae 4 suec

troops from Normandy, Zrcitt

form a short lins, a plan wi
!

thu Weat group of armies.

At the begzinning of th

wag in the hands of the Wna
i

Marahonl von Rundetedts Hia

hence, I hed an opportunity

eniable Lieutenant von Rund

Innd nayktines in a rerlly heroie hnnnnf, espocially
Ithnt new forena ;}-fenlutﬂﬂCQ developrd from tha'gttlyptf
ective on the Western Front but the events here Irni E

i rapldly and the battlﬁ of Tronce was really cocided

239, after the command had negiected to withiraew the

any, Bay of Blecay end the south coast of Frnance teo

ich represented at this time the main conception of

L lﬂnﬂing the cnmmnnd in the western thnntﬁf of oprahionn
t group of armies, whone gomrender in ﬂhinf wes Flold
h&aﬂqﬁartarl were at 5t. Oermain near Paris aﬁd, '

te be there often. Befriended by hii only £on the

atedt == he was the specisl mission staff officer of

hig father =« 1 often hed ah Qpnurtunit? to :peak wlth the Field Marshal, unp&uinl-

13 in the critingl parluﬁ.

candividual whs todey dn nt:n“*l” eritleizod and not ledsy oz reger

F.EE- "3-‘4;.?.]-‘&-.'.—4 I:ii.

the garvice of the genaral

and gront experience; beai

from the Gorman Gffennive o

I shoulé like t6 sunnacize my impression of this

dy his sativity

. the mourd ng:ulgl which vos -grasted teocsuge of the evrents of 20

with & military carser lasting 50 yeers, = long timg im

ahaff- Fiﬂld Harnhll ?un.Eundntaﬂt had rual auility

&a:._hu knew Frannu well fram the first World War: and

4 1940,.;n vhick he had alresdy led an nrmy group in

an immortent position. Hdianjayaa_grnut regpect in the German officems corpes and

ﬁﬂpﬂuial;y in the genor _nLaff and eajoyed in 2 pécullar maaner the ecnfidence = -

of the Fueh¥er o ross
a0l frveted Hi* timo and go
Una ecanot Ly any mean

thir Taves of the Fuehrory |

the wvar, in which he u;praJ

15 }ir ag tho oldeat géocral of the Corman armed forces

seiny oven thoush he ropoved him from hin pesition twiee.
8 52y thet Fleld Mershel von Rundotedt rnclprncnted.
thers wore oven marﬁntg, sgpeoinlly at the bﬁginning nr

=ed very pharp criticliem, wanted to "throw hie rtiﬂk

pgoinet the walll, menning mﬁu murshal'a staff, and in no way ngrnad with the

strategle conceptionn of the Fuehrer's headquarters. More thon dnas he propoaed -

~= and this s ﬁaflnitaiy confirmed = to tell the Fuehrer what he thought. If

i : —“"{T .



i this 4id no% hoppea ond he »dturaed, ajain won over by‘hin discussion with the

; Furhyoer, the enly erplenntiod ia that ha 1ike o neny othere werkened under the

4 influenco uf_thin demonic pcj:ﬂnﬂlitx' In addition, he hai for his cge oo an-

j toniching nmhitiﬁn and in o %crtnin.ueqsc gq urs-s for nctivity and 414 mot van$

1 %0 be et eslie bostuae of Li; ﬁ;a;' hsel s Mew hix mere intinzisly :agratt;ﬁ

g that. after boing ¢

peadersd Rotiless he azedn took steps %o be smployed Apadrn

Iz my lagt mesting wish|ain; 44 ihs serly summer of 1944, T found him old, -

*  fired, ond almasct Geerapid, tnd sven Y6 o very Adrrow eirels he wey not zsceasible
Jor & dotrilod sonversubion,| but proforred te play for hours At a time with the
blg Derpdaskel of hls chinf 4:2‘ genernd staff;. he made him Jjump many times in the
eentral heating plant ﬁr in ﬁ plﬂce enclossd with glase and here elosed him in

. and enJoyed playing w.ith hime ©Of couree, I saw 1n this a kind cf!ﬁaatiuu to avold

. #ome question or other, whicL. of cource, could be pored only in a csutions manner.

If the Germen commond in the West had no sucooes, one ¢amnot reproach elther
Mield Marshzl von Rundstedt or hls sotive chief of staff of the group of armles,

Genaral Blumantritt. Both held the same opinicn to & hlgh degree but were not able

- el T —— e e P i T ol ol e A

te malze thelr viowpoint prevpil iﬁ the Hnehrerta haadgnnriara. Field Marshal von
“+1rwtﬂ¢h wished %o witrdrmu his ﬂtretewiu raaarvan far back and fight from the
1 + Gaptha of the ﬂeiansn aren, in othar wurﬂu. earry on A war uf mnvemant. while the
? - Fuchroer, ond withﬁhim Field Harchal Rommel, who was the comnander-in-chief of the -
{ newly Tarmad grmupﬁf ermies bg the coast, wna of the opinitm tﬁat.ﬁna shnuld.haré.th-
. férces ar close as punsihla,ku the front sxi that wao threstensd. In St. Gormain
tha opinion pravailed that the ﬂvnilahla divisions were not to be of oqual at;angth
everythers, while those in ﬂhe hizher pnaitiuna uantaﬂ te occupy all the pﬁint: in
abcut the scome strongths THe result was thet one &id not harn pufficient stratezle '
I reserves, did not hnvé_thmn;in place &t the proper time snd 4id not have them
_aﬁ.ffi::'ient.lr atrong at the decisive point. e
In view ﬂf_tﬁu pir Bﬁperiﬂrify of the enemy and.the poor motorization of the
{ Gn;mun divielona, end in vidw of the leck of tanks and means for tank defenne snd
the ﬁuntruqflnn of reer cumﬁuniuamianu. it is very ﬂnﬁhi:ul that the Germans eould

have carried on a war movement in the summer of 1944, It vas only by concentra~

i agn.
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of cwwmﬂ ralatianahipu- Hunﬂntndt m-ul Eﬁmma'.l r:mal nlsn Hommel and Khuga wur-
: be gove dus uruﬂit to vhot hed beon done in Africo,- hut nnv 1n thia onlr tactical
. eomnond of truupn. "h tactician hut no :trategiﬂ"' is the wa:r Eundntaﬂt charac-

i uhe:a. after the deptrture of Rummnl at the baginning nf Mugust 1944, I had a rnthar

long cnnveraatinn with Fialﬂ Merehel vomn Xluzs, who at thta.time commanded huth-

ek S e . o

"Ilu.ﬁm "I fnny realize this. 'x‘uu hove naa. hwwer, up until now :lndependant

h§pn:1tiunn nnd heve earried cut your intentionl over the hnada of your uuparinrug'

tien of forces mud tholr cmployucnt dn chor$ orgonlzed scotors, with a sinultanecus
lnrga sctle terroln miscion, that one Eﬂuld 6111l corry en the flght. in other :
words, o dulﬂyinu actinﬁ. sparing our own formations to the moarimum extents Eanc-.

nothing wap mere orronesus “hom the inter f?xrn¢75 of ths € G ormen Aroy in thﬂ

drdenneay ab o mémesnt wiied mpt only the situation ia thn Iastd wen axtrduoely eritical

but &t & t¥me when iha Yerosa persoannel and uqulpnrnt reserves werc at the polnt
of exhnuntiun; Horoover, thlu wan nﬁﬂln thngdua of the Fuoehrer, but Field Marghal
voa Randstodt offered 4o ca:rg out lte executlon although uithnut & doubt he
himpelf held a different congeption. |

Of course, thﬁ £hruu-n£my cnmqanﬂer: placed on the coast, General von Salmuth, ;
Dnllmann';nd-ﬁlankaritz, agrjood with the commsnder in chief ef tha_gruup of armles, E

bat they too ware;unnuccasnful in bringing their influence to bear, especially i

_after tha furmatinns ﬂthtiﬁﬂﬂd in the thrcrtnnn& soastal zectur wnra qrganised

1ntn & few group of ﬂrmlal ukier tha cnmmmnﬂ of ileld Harahal Bommnl, in accurdanna i
vith the special 1nntruationn of the Fuahrar. 4hiﬂ nartninlr waa nu vwise mﬂauuru 'f

and this holds true both in the matter uf parnunnal B8 rell a8 in tha dalimitﬂtlun Lo

differect pegpla; At the v| ¥ best Ileld Hnrahal von Rundstedt saw in Rommel & goed

divislon peommsnfer but hdvéﬂ'tha commender of an arny @ group of armies. of dourse,

tariza& him. _ In my firgt donversation in Rncha-ﬁuynn on tha Seine below Parias

grouns of arnden, tha l.ttu, roported to m¢ hie first conversation with Remmels

It was emproxinately ec follows: *Pizat nf il you must Jearn to aﬁey; ﬁumnal.

I
lo you unfesabend hat"", ouzan Lingce ”a thim Sommel mepliecd: “I do nbt gnnﬂ

whut Jou aeans You prahsblx forget vhat jou harn a field marrhel hafnrn ynu.

bty going to ‘the Fuehrer. I am uf the apininn that the diffiuult lituatiun har.

in the Hut can 'h- auntroll d. only hr strich leadernhiy.' Enma& "Hr nrdn‘ ta

: '_és_ 1'1"& 2 4



protuat the comst 1a eirnv.
disrosal all thoe neceseary
° that thie will be done, but

Westorn theater of militory

stoff officor nnd me & lend

Ifurn ea ond mat urial."

operations as & whole. .

1 dommnd that the ‘n“ut ,grnup t:f ermion plaru at By

Klugo: "Tou nmaiy bae unturad

I not only have to think of Hormandy but of tha_

You will, as an old genoral

nt who has proved bis worth im the Dast, gront that I

have an understonding for utrn.te"y-

The conversat ion, which

at times, according to the ptatement of Kluge, nge

sumed a cutting tone, ended by Rommel promislng to pubordinate himeelf amnd to

refrain from indepondent steps in the Fuehrer's hapdquarters.

The successor of Rundstedt, ¥leld Marshel von Kluzs, whom I had already

got well acqualnted with as a general staff offiker of the Eﬁth Division in ths

first World War, whn o 1
at Smolensk, in 1941, wa: t
General Stoaff. He was atill
glcllled at the sge of 60 —

profession well. In additiq

nnd wos certainly one of the

his eyes to the :nriouunain

did Fiold Marshal Rammﬂl or

was his opinion at the haginning of Auguat 1944.

Genorsl Spaidl,

nlar my teacher and whom I talked to last in the Ealt, :

@ type of the high Garunn uffirﬁr coming from the’

physicelly and nenmile frosh, tntellisont ana -

in the ermy he was qglle:l Wlge Hane —= and knew his

n to thin, he had pulitinnl insight, was well edugnted

bast ganuraln of the German Army. He did not shut

of the gitustion in thu sunmer of 1944 anr more than

"¥e are on the rprgo of a eatantrophe®

I ehall not go into the matter

of ths connection bntwaen his rzcall, which felloved soon after, and the inci&ant

of 20 July, thoush a connect
' Ilugn was in the cmop of tho
it Af posaibles Aa to wheth
20 July intended will always
Xluge evesn thﬂﬂﬁcﬁéétance“af

ssionco, it oa th@_otha:'

._|_'..,_1_'Z' W

tad to ploy ea iesort
]

rosark he nade o me. when hui

from Peris to fh-'hnnalﬁnd,'ki

stop to nat-;.

1on wop oclelmed.

tnd ho wag & nan

u:.\i*..t

ﬂn tha haaia of his real attitude

se wiio saw the fatal outcome and who wanted to avold

er or not 1% could have been done the way the men of

bo oo opeu question. For the Prussien soldier von

cuch an 1ded wos certidaly o cordons question of con=

bal 5

GYing h.mit‘nn enéd who s"idc:tly atill
Tarde  Ab say rate one nay eonclude this fron a
took lam’u; fiold hm‘ﬂhlﬂ. Vo1 Tlugn died un his way

vas rsliahly rupnrtud, uf B huart attnuk dnrlng a "-
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only e mention géme oh-roo

.thtngn ware developed by him

. landing, but was in doubt ag

In regerd to the enmmrf,

Fleld Morehal von Rundatedt],
no longor ponoible to throv
epnoaition to tha opinion of
he ardered the puﬂh_agﬁinut

goerational ereas vhid worn

in foreoss and anm a rﬂtulﬁ.ﬁf
The wereonnallty of Fie

b

oventes in Francn.

had not come from the ganerLl pinff.

fox", as the Fgrlish in Afra

o in Frenes Kluje was of the opinien, whon he relisvad
Lhat ﬁhq 1anding had been sucoeacful nad thnt 14 was
ths onemy beolk inte the sea« In thisc ho wns in direct

the Fuchrer, vho proescdod on this assumption when
ﬁmv:#:hrq. Iiﬁ;z rercrdsd Trodes nad Balslum 2p

2 be utilized for dofcane. e realized hies inferiority
thie ntrofd t0 ecconomize them. b

4 Mferchel Romrel 44 8o renerdlly Xnown thot we need

eriatle femturen end convercaticns to underatsnd '

In contrast to a1l the other hish keaders in the Wead Honmel ;

He was a ranl troop oxpert, the "desert

ca called him.

the ability to toke in the situntion at & pglonce, he-at the seme time exer tod hig

extreordinery activity end ®

performance of his troope. He demanded A greet deel, geve the example hinmself

and eerried all with him; h
but alweys anpasred nf the r
courss, ha nealacta&.tha bro
hie ponsral, ataff,

A tevw doys after ha had

turned from a vials to +he geet imnertant sentors of the front, I wos ahln to tﬂlk

with him for the firet 4ins|

waig nod troe thet ke ptill

ap Slvoys he deveird himsals

opinicns of the troops on tHe corety eoncerning rome of the commanders he exe
proseed sharp critielem ond 18t 4t bs known that he would meke scms suick chrnges
heres For him much too 14ttle hed besn done for the dafonna. His nev idens con =
uurnihg foraghore bsrriers, stele obstaolas, the so-called "Rommal atelkoa" for

preventing enemy londinga, tha orgenization of A mecond resr poaition end other

ad phoges of command end left it o a lerge extent to

|
Whila one of his strong pointa was _

|

|
nergy in a decisive manner upon the spirit and the
8 was a leader who was not only always at the front .

1zht 'm&ﬂ. at the decieive point on the front, but, of

teken over the: cummsnd on the ecoest and had Just re=

In eomperigon with 194& he hzd not chan*eu sachs. It
¢ffﬂce{ fror thelheffents of the * diricnn cﬂnﬂa-ﬂn- Jazg :;

whuleheurteﬂiy to . hde task. FHo expressed different

with great vigor. Ha dofinitely couvated on the

tp'uhathar or not it woulad faku_placn_nn the Ohannel

- e R Gt -
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| Italy. Ve do not want to :

‘conet or in Horm-ndy or over in South Trence. This uncertainty also existed in

the mind of the German eomarnd . nfter 6 Junns. The lending ia Formendy wes regarded
as the firoet pert of the 5?51% eneny snterprise. Iba noin lending was still
expectod nﬁ the Cheanel coast. To thbn fzct we ney attributs both the hesitating
f:ﬁ]ﬁzr nhoef the T ’“‘Lﬂ'+nﬁ the foilare t; orzeniza guickly e Jdofinite polnt

of mudn effort for tha Cormca /oy An Kormandgs

MIf ve do not oucceed in driving the oneny into ‘the sea by the fourth day

at the latest, the landiriz will be a success". This was Rommel's opinion and he

 addedy "I em convinsed that we ean pruvunt 1t 1f only we have the forces to do

80 Fbr thiz reanon I wont te have stromg tank units nluea tu the comst and I am

glad that the Fuchrer is of jmy eplnicn. ha?u our experience from Slcily and

ta the samae mista&eu azein. Heservaes vhich in
tho formar conception wore held for brek ae stretozie reserves sencot be put
in position at the right time, end it iz here that I diffor in opiniom with
Field Harshal von Fundetedt who 18 certainly a good general but he 1s too old.
I do not know at all why thl group of armles remalns in St. Germain. Our only
probdlea now ta to employ al :éur forges for preventing the landing."

Though here there mt1ll eppears an sgreement with the éuncqptlnn of the

~ Fuohror's headgquarters, I alnu found for the firet time a definite eritliciem. It

appenred in a remark that thura vara too many people eround the Fuchooe wvhe dia .

not undorhtand militery motbors end who evidentlly inflnenced the Ihﬂhrarf La&ﬁr._u

- aftor the landing hed suucﬂ-&ad and Chertourg had clready fallan.'Rémmal e:prasiui

himself in g way whkich it ha regardad an inddcetive of on invard changes. He'

told ue zbout an exchanzo of telegrame betweon hin cnd the Funhrn:*: headquertery

canserning the soapuscs for tha';rﬂﬁzciicn o Gher'aurg. With bliterness ﬁa enld

thet hic proposcls ol Yoen rojocted 4wleo 1na, finelly, whea 1t wnn tos late,

ceoeontcde EHemade the Fach ar‘u hoodquertars aad sspeeially Ganercl codl and

o

iarlimont responsidle for tpe faot that he was not given a fréee hand. He said
among other things that 4t knn impuunihla to commend when from this authuritr the
troops were given orders over his head hy people who had- no knuwindga of the trn;
nituations He sald he did not knuu vhether or nut under thﬂil econditions he nnqu
retain the command for very longe Hu said hae haﬂ #o desire to ﬁaki bleme for
foilures onused hr thu Tuahrnr'l hendquarters and nnt hy him- J -J%{?J

o G
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In tha lnst convergetlon that I hod with Nim on the doy bofore his doperturs
for Garnnny ond uﬁbu.hu ung on & alek bed in the La Vosinat Hogplital nenr PnrllF
bhe regarded not un'l;r tho ‘unt‘tln in the Wost as loat but aleo thes war., GShis 1s not

te ba attribatod as might hc supponod to the fact that he had suffered groatly from

.. An ecoldent and that he wae ib 2 necolmictie frome of zind. Oa the coatrery, I

L

-

ieand hin sueawis inf_,lr froable  Theehief surgeon whe o ay tweat! ug bz, the Lelpzig
Sarieon Dre inehy. told me thia oaly o sound and ensrsetic porson like Homzel could
Fpull through" such a serious brain injury as he had suffered in the automobile

uaﬂ.‘!_unt- On hin roiurn from tha froat Hommel was n.ttac.:cd by 8 Eoglieh pureult

bouhnrsey :L'm chauffour received a serious shoulder round Froft vl..i.ch he dled goon
thoreaftor and the fast travolling suiomobile wasg 1of4 without 4 driver. The

car pkidded and Romnmel was hurled. ag,ninut the upper metal piecn of the uim:shiald.

and then azalnst. the pavamm't. The result wae a frocture of the bass of thn akuoll

Toen ‘huth eidas wlth- a wu.nd-ﬂl cn 10:13 and a lucnr;ﬂtnd eye muccle.

Renmel -'rl.duntl; naud.ud.| te 'ba nlunn tu eXrress hil viewp. 1 ‘hed knum hixz

ag I said; for & longz tima &nd he knaw t.hat 1 rer.-.ugnised. in h:l.m o genuna enthugianuc

i ﬂoldh:\whn lwad. raaponsi‘bilﬁ.t-y, a genui.ua sulﬂler. Thbzllast conv:arsatian losted

alzoet o };m. &.u:'inv 'm;ch‘ ho expreseed ‘m ng onod azain 511 hig thuuw‘lta con-

eeraing the -:m..paign 111 n'ancu and gave a ¢loar pintura of tha &E*rnlupmnnt- of tha

sitontion. .A.t thil puint, when tha pu.nh agalnst -&'rrenuheu ‘had alrﬂady failed

end the breakthrough of the Ameriesn’ t._m.l: formatlons and .the encirulamunf{ not only -

of the mans of the .ﬂgr:aan Wapt Army in the kettle of Falaime but also -t::E ths on—

eirclement of Poaris becmmo ident, there was aecording to Rommel only ome solution

left, nanely, break econtact with the eneny. "Unfortunately, however, the Fushrer

. Goor not reelize that we eannot act mmm. Eo has not learned anything from

tha fall of Eta.linﬂrad. e$ill wants to ﬁght for separate poiats, - tmd-he i still :
of the opiafon that it is nnI compatible with the prostige of the Germen lnlﬂ.lar l.mi.

of courve, with hia own to give up this or that pﬂuitiun n::' a. rortreu ar & ait;r.

This v:l.ll couge us to loge tho war.® :
¥hea npnn my departure I gald that there was no one in the army who ﬂ:Ld. not hope

that he unula scon be :r.'ull;r testored and employed in a declsive poeition he nnwor-d..-

gazing at me for a long timey"l ‘hnlia-u 1t 1e best that I got mine.® Theu vors

the last worde that I honrd from Fiald Harghal Romuel, who left Le Vesinet thu /3-/’

next days They wers ﬁhnrmtariatln of his conception of the -1tu'atinn as _n. vhole. 28
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The oploion thal iha Wi h officors at tho hendgusrtern of the Faehror did

not undorstand the situntich elearly wap encountered $ime and agnin. Without

® doubd, Gonerals Gustay Jogl and Walter Warlimont were both well treined gemeral

staff officers, the first fenning tuunrqn Boayer and by neture a socker aftesr

eventuren, ot tizeow 2lso ir:; aordona than the Prussiza YWarlizong, ¥ho, comlnz

frenm dudaciiyy Dol no }rnmLfcac ilisary neveon:1lty, dn the owinlon of hig cqa-
|

redea, Bo was &l -;.’:i*ruifc. 2ovwe=d by nabition ;md this caueod hin to plege in

the back:round solieitude J: 0 ths conduot of the war.
Fleld Marohael Xeltel, who stood betweon them and the Fuchrer, was anything
except a counterpoleo of thie Fuehrer. Ho wez ot the beyt hie Berthler, ths

genecral asslpgtant of Hapoluhn I, a type ready to exocute orders, a soldior always

filled with wonder st the Fuehrer pnd not a strong pereonality. A pereson like

this had no place 4n the Fuchrer's hondquarters. Hs who fearlessly axpressed his

opinion, as for exampls thq predogessor of Cenersl Schmundt or Lieut. Colonel

}vuh Logsberg, emplogyed in qha cporations group of the army high command oand wha
|

gove to the Fuehrer m truo ploture of the strongth of the Soviet Union in due™

tlma, waes quickly removed from his poeition.

of thi three aray cumﬂnndern alruadr mentioned General Dlaskowits naritn
rpecial amphanin; even thaugh he had no part in the provention of the landing,
his army protected the coagt of the Bay of Biscay ﬂnd, hence, was not affected
by the events and did nnt.ggpaar-on the gcene until later. In the fall ﬁf 1942::.

I had ﬁn opportunity to talk to him a long time on the occaslon when I was

elons wWith him for two dayd in hie weol~end house on the eoast near Bordenux.

, .
He told me at that time that the group of armies expocted o landing in';

- ghort time nnd oaid that it Miqhad to mect 1t by a concentric advanuu of tha fra- o

foraea of the nrmiﬂﬁ in tho Belzlan snd French arens At that time the lst Armr.

led by hin, hed 3 motordzed divisions for the eaployment of which plans hod been

- pade; they wore Lo neoke a |thrust towords the north.

Ceneral Blonkowlts, ufpartiaulafly good leader who ctme from the Goneral Staff,
Judged the strategic possibilities os fevorable, becsuse the enemy was not 1n-n |

position to bring up otrong tank units me quickly as needed. He rhmarkai.:ﬁfd'.

.1




courno, dnelimnsally thnt 3o fealizad aloerly how the fuehrerls hopAquartere
arw tho situstione  In 4ther matssrs his eninfon had no4 changode Ho saw !
elonrly tha strength and the freclnoss of Germen wilitory leodership, but still

he sxpressed himeelf optimlaticnlly ever the outcome of tho wars As to whether =

or not this vhu hie roal Judgrent I chall noi attompt %6 eay. In-mllj;; hiz state~
monts Genersl Alaskowltisz was ¢lways oxtremely cautiouns He nhnj@d hig resl paiiiian. :
hnﬁnrar, in the nttitﬁﬂa he toclk toward tﬁa 85 in Poland. I knew him well from
his sctivity as inspector in the military asademy anﬁ.i.knaw what a valuoable person i

the Cerzan Army had ia him.

We atyr empreos & pinlles fadsueat comeeralng Ceuneel Tolimenn, whs 2211 in the
fAzh%dag din Horacndy, sof intglllgumt, aorions commordsr cad uprdeht uen who wes
highly reepocted by the trnqp;. And atill he wane not the decieive individusl in
the firet battless This waa #ho gomnanding peneral of the 84th Army Corps,

Genernl Marcks '[H;"ﬁilllnr;-r}u Fu was tlm son of the well known Gorman higtorian,
exceptionally well adus#tad end philorophically gifted; = pnrﬁun who had proved
bhis volua on various fronts doring the wer, hed ;lraady beeon sefinusly woundede
“he ked lost a leg e gnd who was in the vory midst of heppealngs in the eriticel
' i

A0y 8. He nleo met a soldier’s desth on ths battlefield, 2 death which he had '

: alweyn dealrods Thero 48 no doubt that General Marcks saw the gltuntion clearly.

The wenkneas of his own foroes and the superiority of the enemy alr force filled

him with anxiety end he exprossed it openly to Fleld Merghal Rommel, who also

recognized 1t and did everyt iinz he could %o remedy it. : _ |
General von Saimumh, anémnnding in the North and & genuine Fruseian officer ;; !

he had come from the lst Unmounted Guards Begiment -- llke General Elaskowlitz —

hed pelatively 1litile 1nf1'|.1a::lcn upon developmenta; only hig extreme left wing was

offectods Later on there wag & new change in command relatlonships, as a result

of whioh the 16th Army commarded by him no longer affected the combat area. Besldes,

Selmuth waes soon removed from hie post for reasons unknown to me.
It moy perhaps be surprising that we have made no mention of the Ghief of the

General Bteff of the Army; at this time 1t was Genoral Zeitzler, the former chief

of staff of ths West Uroupsof Armies.. When he took over ihis position in 1043




- regarde his enthusiasnm, lpvm

e wae reserdsd an on indiy

opirits I resorded him in 4

attention to thie in & npecl

tho conarel atoff attitvie o

in othar vords Ye rejected Yy

oy conld oy asld this noziy
ol ronild. oo situation
only a dalkcenhaya strateqy,
in the open, in view of hion
Guneral wvon Fallenhaya (1914
(eneral Ludendorfs.
| In the two meetlngs whi
‘Dunkirk in Juse 1940 == he 3

General voo Klrdnt = and tH

dual erpenlally f111ed with the Hetdonsl Socisliat

hin woy on the cecasion of ny first vielt to Bt.

il
 Germaln, and befora I mot hia those sbout Field Marshal von Ru.n{atﬂd.t called oy

ol nenner. Later on he cams to adopt more and more
ad for thiz reagon bound to opposze the Fushrer or
the lattar. In splto of hie energetle scpearesnee

iz sad .:m;'.**':*r cthers by préncsale akawlag atreales

thiel Be found wee, of couwrga, aunch that he could adopt

or in othsr words renounce mofoe or lese operailons

inferiority in atrength, snd follow the tastice of

-16), predecessor of ¥ield Morshal ven Hindenburg or

c¢h I hnd with Goneral Zoitzler, the first before

as at that time Chief of Staff of the tmnk army of J

en in 5t. Garmain, h& geve the impresalon of Euing

@ good line offdser, in other words the wuocessor of Moltke. After 20 July which

el Roavily borcened tha ger

eral ebaff, Zeltzler left hig puuitiun; Hic sueccessor

wag the srector of the Geradn tenk wewgen and later Army commander, General

Gaderinn.

This men certninly inot

gillad a new gpirit in the uunduct of narfara- as

of responaihility and wnrk he vas probably munt

'_ like Field Hn:ghnl.ﬂﬁmmal._hut he differed from the latter in many respectne.

~ Ouderinn had ea~ly foresecn

the future developmente of the war, particulaerly in

the technical fleld, and he was, we may ‘soy, the "father of Blitzkrieg" and also

the erentor of ths tank divi

sinn.'tnnk uurpu; and tank army.  His experlence

thoush was similar to that of Admiral of the Fleet von w1rp1ts in the firet

World Wary hiu prngrnm wns nut carried out with the nanauaary speed for on a

: luffidtnntlr larga nonla-

Emplurad in the Ruguion

gather with Gunarul'qupner.

Moscow and removed from his position. Lutar. ha va: maﬂo gunernl tnnpantur of

camPaign.uf lﬂil_ns an army nummandnr. he was, to-

made rasponnlbln for thn fhilurc nf thu puuh ugainntisl

£y
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the Arnorod Commond ﬂnﬁ-ngin wor recognition. In 1944 when ho boceme Ohlef of
s 5 ] 5 : ' ol .
the Genaral 8taff of the Army the cenditions were too sorlous to be mnn_t.erui_ Yy v

his will and pleas. He had como too late.

' il
TR ORI P S

Neither Zeltclor nor Suderinn could mﬂ;cinq.upun the cnmpnignliﬁ Fronen
‘An 19344, the inflummoee that uas :ecaarafy-in view cf the plen of the Fuohrer to
ﬁut fufce: in reach of the %aaat- Both were in the lact analyaiu-nrganm uarrying
out tha ordere of uthéra¢ n the sccond World War there was no ?ongor any Hﬁltku
on the Oerman pides. But wo ld'thé'aperatinn un'qn inside lins, so much discussed
-3'by the latter, have led to succesa at this timé? ﬂﬁuiq 1t atill have boea
pomgible for a chief of thaégnneral gtaff to gather the mase uf his forces in: .

the Waetern theanter of miliLary operationa? Did not the onrush of the Soviet

v

armias represent tha ;;u;teL danger?
To annv;r these qpaafians wiuld néain make necessary a disoussion of the
wAr ps & wholeo. Tha#nnuan;rin attack of the Allies 48 in yfograun. oorrled
out h} fizhting forces whic. ere numcrieally at least double the strenpgth of ﬁha:'
. Gerwan ferces fighting in Fronce, Itely and Rossle cnd nany times as 1troﬁg ffog'-.ﬁ
a naterial standpoint. In this altuutinn.thara was only one thing to do 4if .
:_Garmany wos to be nsved:” ulthupt regard ta.prastige and loes of most extensive
territories won durlng the Lar it was necespary to gather toward the center all j.-"

the available Germen divisions. It was neseacary to evaduate the islands of ;h&

Aoesenn, Greeoce, Tugn'slaviz{nnd\{:!ulgarin, Seuth and Central Italy, Enutharn.i‘ra.nﬁa,-.

f ‘Finlond ond Forway. The gqhlcker this wns dene the better 4% would bes By this
meang en: could cownt on sepurdng & reinforecment of 13 milliean men.

O0a the sther herd the ptrength of opsrations on en ontslda line, the kind

represented by warfaro as cpnducted by the Allles made its appearance ia the summer

of 1944. Ite strongest foactor ie purprises At the headquarters of the Tuehror

end also in 5t. Germain one counted indesd upon the thrust but did not know when

e e

or where 1t would come« Bince our own sir foree reconnalspance at this time no

longer 444 that which was demanded of it = & superior encmy prevented us from | |

~ obaerving his cunuantritioﬁl - Wa Wers fuuliﬁg in the dark. ﬁvén:hftnr thu-'- A
|

)




lending, as We heve alrocdy paid, we were ntill in doubt for a long time 2g

to vhether or not the maln thrust would still be on the Channol coest near

Oaleis or &t the mouth of the Scheldt. We wore alsoc surprised by the lsading in
Seuthera Treres, as bes olvecdy been tha age n the lendfug of tho Sngricana ia
Asith Mrier.

Sineo the Gornes mu‘ma;"inu,‘ the chief fector in the fight egeinat these I
operationg on the owtnide 1line, dropped out to = g;aat.extént'igllﬂﬁd. these F
oporanticng could be carried out elmoatl undisturded. 'l‘hw-ni;rpuﬂtn'.;inn which Admiral |
‘of the Fleot Donitz cxpressed to ﬁm in ¢ ecoversation in Pepde 4z tus spring of l
1945 hnd not matari;all':ﬂ;l; nongly, that in = short 4ime we would pénder prastisal-
iy uselanp, by a new inventin:m, tho Inglish pnﬂitiﬂﬁ finding wmethosd. Jor the
ancond time Germnn naval wnrfm*e bazed on the submarine had\Failad- While in the
firnt World War it felled for lack of subnmarines, it now had wore then bHOO oub-
na~ines ¢ngab1a of belin: usni. but thoy were cubjected to the moch difficnlt combat
ca:&itianc; ‘hn Ja*th o2 ithe individuzl officers qau nea wvas ne longer the
declding faatu* and no longer tha woapon iteelfs. Thoy hod besn ulimiﬁathﬁ by
& new invqntinn. :

The second tas for the Garman-#ommnﬁd had heén to secure for amvice with
tha troops a high pnruentegé of thg milliona of men who were ﬁacupied.ua scldiers

' hehind the front;'in and fox the four branches of the armed forces. The gonerals

cmnloyefl for thie parformed [their miﬁéinn In'esn enmergetic manner tut with in-

sufflclent meeng. In additilon te this the Navy snd Alr Force offered strong
reglotrnce to "eombink out¥ and the abolishment of poeitions. It is difficult
-:tu imazina what nericl ei-ngl ecommuniceticns aiane needed in the way of pureonnal.

and tne nutber of persons £ at woere noeded in military 1nﬂustrr hahinﬁ tha franta

and in patli-alreraft nrtillrry with its absurvnticn and reporting ap;aramuu.

entirely epart from tho real roar nnrvinaa-engagad-in trannpurt. In 1943 when
i Russion general staff officer mqﬂa.tha renark £hn¢ for avaﬁy man.nt the front f
in the German Army thers wexre 9 in the raar“nurvice!, vhile in the Soviet Arny

there were only 2 to every rjan at the front and when he added that this wae ths

B8
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arncer of the Gerneon armed fofces mnd the troable that wuld onuge ite dewnfall,

ve muat esy that this stotenont ucrtainly hiad some truth 1n it. Just think of

the number of young men ¢ﬁplnrad in tha various uignnl cnnmuniuntiun roginents
in the ares of Paris alone. Fant of than were men hat wrcn 22 and 30, mﬂn? of
vtiuh in 1044 had elready beop for 4 years in thair good quanters ﬂni'€b did noé

faal vurr much deuira for tak ng thair weapons in hand again. By this though we

'+ 4o not moan that they had not| performed & Aifficult service in a epirit of sacri-

fico rnd that this uarvium wan not nececsary, but 48 eould have been perfnrmaﬁ to
a granter degree than it wag ?r vonen and in thia wa% tona of thougandas of -ulﬁiefi
felﬁnaed for the frenmt, Thiuiattituﬂs azainat thu'giviﬁg-up of men 1a one of the
facforp eontritating to the lpze of the campﬁign in Ernn;n. Une cem express it:
. in another vayr Tha toedy ea| & whale no longer had 2 nntiﬂfnatnry corbat instru-

meats It had hacame hurdaned and slomslehs Thu offica work ngumnd &t many plecoa
elmost na,imgﬁrtnnt aa tha combhat tagkz,

Did we not lika tha Freach gencrol atsff &nd 1te army ia 1940 allow ouraattﬁ:

.%o ba led astray'br the belia that a p¢uerful furtraua oan cumpeasate for an '
- existing woaknéns? - The “&tlﬁntic wall¥ at tha t1ma of tha 1anﬂ1ng vas what
the Mreginot Line hod hean.4 yaars bnfbru. It is truc that 1n an nntaninhinglr
short time a fnrtifio&ticn had been constructed whiuh in puwnr and ariginality
was in meny rlqpautl-qunriuritﬁ the great Fronch fortified ling. But. fnr itl

oocupation as wall ag for ite develupmnnt, strong forcea were needaﬂ- I ramﬂmhar -

ons of my ¥1nit: tﬁ the const ! during which & battalion anmmandﬂr tald we that he

I
eould fefend ench one oi hie worlks with five aifferent weapnn: nnﬂ that thnna vere -
_eotually nvﬁilmhlé.tut that he held pmen “nly for one wezpon.

Zres E.EEH 1ike Fiold Marehal Rezaoal wes lmprozsed Ty the strongth of *hiu
fortifdeationy, Fo 1s the ;ne;that dearnded & second Atlendie wall hahind the
firet rnd vho ecarricd forvard |its developuwsnt. Thie wes nll the more aatonishing
as he himpslf hrd brokoen ﬁhru&gh'thu Meginot Linu..thuugh in & woskc placs. Fhould
not, the German Army heve learned something from its expericnass? .ﬁa&.it not:

iteelf broken through numerous bunker 1ines with naw'ygg#¢ﬁ.1 Hod not firi“g:-“f;?

5




frou gon shelters ne well as thn une of eoncentratéd cherges beon developoed
inte a apeeinl artl 1t 1s pcénliar how &t shis point the Fuohror, whn'fa#u
auch proat uanaidnratlan to t-wh.ninal ﬁwd.upmnnta in th- nild tery field, was
| gulded by inagiuntinn- :

It ln nonaible that a grhnt part weo played here by the fact that thlgreat
brenkthrougls on the llastorn Front were a_tt.rilhutad to the fast thatl no Foet Wall
had bera Lullte A6 that tinn ne himself bhod rujautad'it, althoush tha hizher
eéniaad dn the Bast hﬂﬁ.uﬁ@hatiaally dozansed 1% sévarﬂl timen, Perheng 4% vas
alzo ths Heoz ¥hatiha nevar srpadn; fhroush cush nogleat wontod ger iﬂuﬂ ﬂiﬂ&_?uﬂtﬂﬂﬂl
to bas nlaced in the way of the Germen 4rmy.

Tha Atlentid Wall, huwevﬁi. played a rnli;in pt1ll another respect. Not only
¥as 1t to Be borne in mind thebt as a furtifipatiﬁn it could hh forced in a rela;
tively ahort time uith.modarnlcumhat'meani'nn&, honoea, ﬁhnﬁ it wuld be better
ﬁnt to build it == think of héw much mﬁfu the labor, steel and nnnurﬁtﬂ were:

groatly needed eleevhere = but, it also meant plaaing reutriotinna ﬂpﬁn strategio

Planning. Elnea Eha Ablentle Wall wag thhra, 1% wuld be nscesgary to taka up
ﬁuuitions herae to fight end, hanne, it node meoossary the ‘keeping of reserves

in readineses. If Fleold Harnhﬂ; Ealmut vor Eolike, the viotnr of Sedan, opposed

50 strongly the bullding uf n'fnrtifiei 1ino on the new frontier aftor the Frenco -
Germen WRr, it wa:_heaaute halfua:ai plecing restrictions upon strategic plenning.
- The Oermen Ganural Stat? would in a fﬁture war with Eranﬁa,:wtth which Moltls
'rpukﬂned, nllow 1tia1f $o be influannuﬂ by ths praaenen of such & fortified linu

in the plannlng ar thI qparatuonn, and uoalﬁ no longer hara froedom of pation.
Moltike saw hnfarahanﬂ ﬁhat hﬂﬁpﬂnld 1n 1940 tu Ggmulin end - Weygand, both ur whinh
I'war- led aatrqy by 111union| an tu tha ﬂtrcngth of a grent fnrtified Yino. Bat .

- 444 this not alno hold true fnr thu-ﬂgh‘hing trnopﬂ Did not 4roops Imow that - :

n hunknr with 3 to b meters ar congrete did not make thﬂm snfaT thnr tha. hraak- 1.

thruugh wers thuy ltill ready to meeb the nnany 1n the npan fiald] Thure i nﬂ

: 1uuhi that 1n thiu raapent th Atlantic Wall had 1annt 1nf1nanec-_ Thn Gurman

nﬁluiar movred out frun thil furtlflai 1tnn in & faarlna: manner nnd ran-i th- -:fﬁﬂﬁﬁ
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30 thea one enn ey tnni la splte of the many modera thlnﬁa that German

worfare ereated tPnrn wnu nJill a degrea of inertia which was acoompanied by

- gerioun cunanqunncrn in 1044,

In thig canﬁcctir“ tha qu “1viGL ra he poﬂe& as tﬁ whother .or no% the Cerman
Yest Wall 414 not on tve occnglons act as an nbutnﬂln to, Gtrﬂﬁﬁ“iﬂ Plﬂﬂhiﬂﬂt 1ﬂ
1959 4n the cnse of the French gemeral staff and in 1044 in the care of the

| ¥ " .
Ingllohetnerienn connmend, #nth timea, go 41t oppesre te the Germnan observer,

‘thin fortified lina ves avnluated frlusly,; in other words, it was regardod as

ra obetacle that ¢oudd be oforcome only by a erstematioc attack. In reality,
thin dast Wall wrs finiched in 1952 only in a fov plRcos and munt important of

all aid not have any heavy ;rtillnry in fixzed ifnstmllationa. In 1944 mumerous

“-works and installatione warﬁ azain impruvad and in A gertain ascnss 1t waa atill

only thae framevork of a daf@nua lina. Both timss the poeitions Were garrigoned
rather weakly and 1n'0etuhur 1544 oaly with th; ramnants of an army or unita

of yarious kin&n vhinh hnd been quiukly thruwn together end whose uomhat pover
wag vary smnll. ' '

In 1939, during the Polinh Campalsn and algo in October of the same year,

noldier expected $he Englisl and Americens to advance to the Rhine and.if necessary .

to croas i%. The Cologne pglice comnander reported later that an Americsn tank

- the Cernans feared that the | Allies might advances. Five years later -almost qvefy:i

unit hnd penetrated tho Wes ¥all to e depth of 12 km, and then, without meeting

any repintance, turned bnck, evidently bBecouse i1t had lost contect with its

infontrye. It is poseible thet Germony would have collapeed es early as the lltﬁ '

(]

fall of 1944 4f the I'nglish ond Americen divieions had stood on the east Hank.':.

of thn Rhine.

An erplanation for this *hesitation® may'hu-fbund,'hqwaver. in the fant thnt- '

the “nz¥ieh and Aﬁarican_cn.ﬁuﬂt of werfers, partieularly the 1étter, hed ﬁeen-
rulded throurhont the MaT (2na waz es$tll ﬂuiﬂPd} hy the deaire to savn as meny

lives as posnlble wader all circamstencosn, oven at ths risk of loaing time by

doing eos T0 then one wished to avold uneertein snterprisas which might involve

-
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Tizld operatisns, ve may say aleo that intellectual freedom, which was no often’

" in tho graercl line of siate leadership vnd a subordination in an intellactual

heavy lons of 1ifo lnter énl A third resson was that, in nuéardnﬁne with
expardence, every ront offiislve wndertulron up until now had come to A stond-
rtill, when 4t ot n eortein distonco frem ite eupply baees. ALl graat tank
apcrntians nre ﬁapondrnt upuﬂ their rear communications. The fuel supply alone .
placea upon 't.ham certein nrt.:,tiz-*l Iimitutlunﬂ. : .

¥rile on the Coraon Llﬁa we ficd certain things which necepearily led to

eaphnsizel a4 o arinelnls of fernon wariars, no 1aﬁ#er'ﬂziﬁtﬂd¢ This ip true

in 4stod) sz wall za in 3.:;1Tﬁ; war, sad for thivn enc ag:st maks respoaniole the
conditions axieting 4n Ga“ﬂlny aa wall npn 'the ;enﬂrﬁi developnonts over = periocd :
of %lmo. In the third Hnick there was no freedou of tj‘:'mu_:*jht; _thir.t was KXol .hy

reiontints as vell na ﬂolﬂibrs. There ls no doubdbd that we needed on arreagement

respeot to a nationel goal, but when under guch an srrangoment the ereative spirit
sufferecd mnd in ndditinn ona hed to remein in uuhjenfian'to sunll minds, put up
with unbonrnhle cunnaruhip ngulatiunn and political regulations, nons of which

at all
hrd onythingfto 4o with aci nee, thera vas bound to appenr both torpidity in

thinkiug ond the alim!natipn of meny wvalusble forcosa. Hithﬁut ﬂriticitm.prngra:ll.
ia not cnﬁcci?nbla; but ocna could not beur this eriticiem and elways saw in it
senathing dangerous and prﬁcaeﬂed in & correspondins manner asalnst the few men
who #tlill had the canrcoeo tﬁ uzp;usu & different opinion.
Tven the Eﬂnera@_dn?alapﬁent? of tﬁs period were nntxfavorahla for ;éal .- T £t
%)

uilitufy 1uadﬂrnhip; Generalchip is an art anﬁ'it Toquires alr and space.. In

& period of generml tritnnnaa and iutelleatual decline it cennot develop. This
was nbewn by the first Wbrld Vor nnd more utill hy the gecond one.

In nddition to this there was the ever 1ncraasing 1nfluunuu of pniifinu- :
The way thinge had changed 1; shown moet oleurly by that order of the Fuehrer
vhieh salled for the unsucdessful thrust ageinst Avranchoea. Fioiﬁ.unrnhal-vﬂn

Kluru.unllﬁ& my attention to it in & opeolsl nanner and I read it in the room of

his chinf of otnff, thnt of Gunnral chidl, It was a lnng tﬂlatype meanagu. half

of which wam not vory clonr etd contained military ingtructions which dia not do
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Juotice L the resd situciicn end whoae oihsr helf contailned sentencos monsthing
like the follewings "The German soldier must believe only in vietory. The
loader of the army group hag o unlque opportunity to win.a plnne'in higtory."

I na dictating thesa sentencps rrnn memory but they correspond tn contonin %o

thoss dp %he arders © la =d¢fition, Lt comatituted a renarkable npnenl to tha
mabdtion of uilitery cemnander, ;ucﬁ s s seldom found in this forms  Field
Marshal von Kluge, ae well fs his chief of staff, nmotleced thie also cad remarked
that such wn order was indecd unique in the ﬁistnry of the Germsn Army. Imt still

1% gpomed tu me to be chorngteristic of the intellectunl eituation, vhich -

this munt be repsutoed muny tines —— utet be rezarded as thp really ﬂcuidihg

foctor 1a the cnllayﬁm of thn Cernco oy in the oummer of 1044. It le a zlturticn
of the Fuehrer; of the high genaralﬁ, end of the genersl ateff, but it is aleo one
1n?01fing the middle and lover line commenders end finelly every soldier. Even
rmnntininm is n situstion bﬂ intellentusd restriﬂtiﬁn.l '

IT now we tura to thu dirength on thrlﬂiﬂﬂ of the victor, éhen we mer ggeln
gee Fronos ap & ailitary fodtor in the spring and summer of 1944. Wo have alrcedy
naid thot the policy of the militery atministration, saloh frequentl; charegterized
itoelf as o eupe;vinary aﬁminint:gticn; was to recoscile the two pecples to eash
other and thet, af.nauraa, tircumﬁtanaae hnd rezently hpﬁaa:ad vwhish 844 ast
favor ikic gcci oa Iarﬂczzﬁgle tﬁé Szmgcxel lauor progrens . The French goverament

c¢id not obey the Gerden demdnd $0 chanpge 4ts esat from Vichr to Pards or at loast

* dnto the neighborhood of Foris. Morchal Petain hod gone for a fow woeke to Lo

Yolein, a osstls neanr Remboillet, Z0 miles fronm Pﬁris, aamathing wlileh nmhasﬁadn?’
Rentefink of the CGermen Imbagey in Fnrlu'ragnrdaﬂ ng Tﬂfr gbud- But hie hﬁpn tﬁ

nppenr in the eyes of the Iuehrer ss the man thu at this lata hour had b::ught him
Harphel Patuin snd France wan not fulfillnd. On thn nnntrnrr. 1t was rEcngnised
at tha Fuehrerts headquerters that this trunnfar ‘of Potain to Le Voisin muet eppear g

in fha_ﬂynl of the French pfoylﬁ more like & kldnnppinr af the Freuch chief of

ptate than as & voluntary agtlon. ?hnn.ﬂtain expreoesed himnalf.tu_thin effeut,'“;“'u

"' He spoke to Anbosendor Rentefink as he would Eie "jailer® mnd from Goneral von

o S
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b " Weubronn he did ned eonceal bthe fact that ha wan forced to leave Vichy. After
. Ahig ha goon returned. |

Genernl von Heubronn, who reprasonted thn Gorman armlit!.uu commission in

|

i

l

|

|

* "-.' 4 France in & mennor that wan asxvise as it vas ekillful and who, b;r virtue of m

i yoare work in the gonoral nfnff, in which he concernnd himeelf only with Frence,

~: eduld bs regarded as ene of thooo who Imew the couwatry bdast, Judged tha aituation

\ et that tima 24 follewsy g i6 not Loval - 1 is & reclly Gangorous person fos

| . .

EJ?z:Ly 2t 4% 4o Haraiol Ziois.  Zswever smicble he may L&, hnﬂcver auck a6

I : Fopheing EHL in;?ﬁ;ﬁiEﬁ of delngy ¢ ;ru;t lord, hewover auch 2e fbaadn ;b:ft ﬁmtty

!.. ; “Hhinge and hill'huve.nnthiqg e do uitﬁ pmall politicm, ho ie #till & Freachnan
ond. will alwoym Ye & Frencinmene Fo is pleying a geme that ia not wo e2sy to sse

. throughs a2 to whether or not what 1s heppening in Afrioa ie with his knowledge

enf. consent or azeinst the will of the Viehy Governnent, we do not kmows Laval

‘ " ic the nkilled politieles Iro te heniling the Dueincss bup bo ir fer fro dolag
the persol thet Hawshed fﬁm 45, bocause Petzin by h_iz_ ;:ar*:icé 11-: tha Liret
Worli Wox .auatm:‘u-i hinsels 4. definitae place in F‘z*srm:r_z..;_ he ie in the eyee of the
Frenoh the uiﬁ_ Ifia.ﬁhﬂl Putﬁin, the Ir*reﬁch_ E_inden‘bnrg. ; . Hg anjéyn. the éunfidnnn-

i . . _ of the proples” . . 4 . : | . _
. Gmﬂral. 'fb:l. Huuhrunn ju&.ged. that. the Frenuh weru tirad of 'H.B:I‘." and. 't.ha.t- tha

nation was too old tu work :t‘ar'imlru:tﬂnt gualu. : Gf courga. ha attachaﬁ, pOme

. : i.m_':-‘.-rt:mnu 44 the 1*csi;stnr~..~.a_mdvr‘v-m-s*r-.t, hacaugy ‘:-ha'l}nmm: d4é not have sufficient

foracn Lop sondle wikebdss ower $he vhole l:'l TRt -

Cule vag Zlebnotkend) by the: '-'::":1’_1. pormiastion, Wi -::I-H aftitudn elow Ly becan.

b0 enwmige ¢4 too SWrn of tpe ‘;,r.;*_;.;*.: 100autd,  In drencn .?I{‘II-:‘.‘.'.'Eir'.;n'E 41.‘.1‘.'!'.:1&%_3 ;—,rw.tl? .
E ﬁlupﬂnding on tho pl.n.ca. Timaare woere parts, an for .Exam;:la veuth ¥France or the
E Central Meanelf, or the Irnui hind, which did no% hove & pingle CGernen auld.i.lg:r- ;.n
; aenrly ns the spring of 104#. Other ponrts, es for example the Deparimeat of Seine
et Olse, in other words, the immedinte hoighborhood of Parie, and also Normandy, |
Wora almost untouchad by t:arrnriﬂm-,"fariu iteelf, with ite four million inhah:l..-.
tnnt-:. was nlmnlt Mm,:-letvl;r quiet up until the 1a.at fow weeks, a aituati.un

vhich munt ba attributad to the 1n1:nll:l.gant handling a:f the city by the oum-

nandant and his ndminiatr tion as well rs to the support of the Garmn'n R T 3 9

| | : .. 11



* suthoritien by the French ndthﬁritinn, anpacinlly by the French police.
The mennor in which ths Arofects, oubprofects ond mayors, the ¥rench police
B and Gendarmerie supportod the pelicy of the German military adminis tration

requires a spéoinl dlscunsion. The Frenchman who hag alweys deen baslcolly i

1nnlinnd.ta nﬁenﬁt a“uenuibLa solution undeestood well that such & eolution
wag bolng soughts I mynelf, in my position as "field commander' in the Demriment .
' J- of Seine et OClse and 4heredy as nﬂmin;:tfativa ehiof for tho grostest French

i I
provinee sought time 2nd in, in the cage of oertain trenchant weasures, to con-

|

| L':_  vinco the prefects snd thelr employees s well ms the so-called "mayor ssseunblies®,
{ | B

4 sub-prefccotes ead meyors of the necescity of fhe intended mepaaress and in free

f ) .

} . courersaticn to Temevs zay lack of slearness; In this way, a8 well &z oy

| . zllowing {he French E.uthnr*ltian & free hand to & large cztent, it was paﬁsiblﬂ

to0 gzccure not only full codperation but nlsﬁ to maiatein peace and order 1n.lrnnuu
lwith:thu use of a vory small German force of occupation. Thers were many places

wilch ecercely noticed the occupation of the country and thers were many Frenchmen

who sald up to the last fow daya that they had enly one worry aand that waas the

B T ettt i v

p_'.*ﬁ-.;.;vct of szeln asseing Trrnen become a battlefleld. In connection with this

.

they feerad that uwpon the deperture of the Germans the existing peace and order
vould eense nid Comnmuniem tould :hiuu its head.

If we evoluate thig 1::1:'-41;19.:«1;5?_lr we eon underaﬁand why the English sgltetion whlch

e T i i e b,

. wWon u'nrr:_l'.eﬁ on both over the redio snd with the halp'n_:r special azents no 1nnger'

% made any Sanéqny. The ntumber of coses éf sabotege weq ?ﬁrr small up until the
: £011 of 1243. It wae not Intil then thot thay hogan to increase. Thaif effect -
E upon tha militarj eperatio 9 were, hewever, on the whole relatively aﬁalli Thé:

3 blowing up of some important briﬂgan, ﬂmpaciailylin Gouth ¥rance, were a dig-

% : turbiog f:‘.gtnfi But nnmpmi*ed witﬁ the damegzes caused h:.f alr attocks agoinst

i .

importent militory objectives, these sctes of sabotage played a very small part.

In & difforent respect, of course, there ';ru.u good cooperation on the part-

"~ “of the French people for the cause of tho Allies, memely, &a regarde 1ntelllgencn..
The ‘excollent mannery in. which the Fnzlich end Anerican compends were informed

concerning the distribution of Gormen forces in ?rﬁnuﬂ; tﬁu names of the com-

1N s : : Sl B i el _ W ' Zlﬂ




malacTe; sifting of wrospl, armenezt, woraly andl gpescial events ds fo ta
attributed to tho eooporntion of thu French population. Thore vas no staff
that was not continunlly obaerved by some Fronchmon who wes in tho employ of
the enemy intelligenca aerLiaa, atid 1t was very difficult to detect them. It
van rore that the defense ranuréﬂ definite proof.

ir nt all wo may apenk of reslstance in Francﬂ, it uunntltuﬂ firat in the
Naquis movement and second in passive resistance of various kindee The terrarll-
tic movenent was to a grant extent the work of 1nd1v1dualn and , hennu. &avulupad :
in different ways ﬂapenﬂin on tha placu.' It weg nlso promoted by the lack of
protection in meay parts of the country and the fsilu?a of responsible Gorman
conuanders to intervene-atitha right tims. The weaknese of the resistance move- |
ment lay partioularly in & lack of weapons and training. Even’ though a very

lerga qpantity of w@p@una. amﬁunitiun and ftplnaivan wera dropped by & epecially

BTﬂﬂniZEﬂ mervige of the inglish Adr Fores, nnlg e limited part of these supplies

reached their ﬂestinétion.i The Gcfmmn tathorltice vwore able to got hold af lerge
partes of such ﬁfuppﬁﬁ material;,.anﬁ many times the enomy. planes even Pfilled
ordera®, in ﬁthar wuriﬁ;'tﬂar ware iad astray by slkillful methods of dennption-
Tha real centralization nf ranistannu did nat toke plece untill after the 1nnding.
and oftentimes not until ths appearance of the first English and American soldiers.
Then it n;prenned itself i i Taror gulliﬂuﬂ, oftentimes i & furm egainst which

the decent anliah nnd Amﬁricunn prnuaadad in a vigoroua mannur, and in some.

" cases even maﬂa use of thnir weapons against the Frnnuh-

It muat be mammaa, that in thisl’ata.rfa the terrorists randarad nunnidara‘nla

hﬂip tonthe ﬁllian. a5 | forle:ampll in tha fighting eround Parla, end alnu in thu
irench-Belgian cpal dintrl

. Aleo cema out in large ﬁnitn,‘erm.ﬁha apsenbly places af'tha.taf:nrintn, and.:-

" oven though they were poorly led, trainéd. and arﬁa&, matered the hattlu.un the

elda of the Ailla:.

The real militory utréngth of lrunnﬂ, if we may at all spesk of such, lay in- E

‘the Africen fighting foroes which General Ghnrlau de ﬁnullp hod organized; but

! b, SN !
even thelir combat value was not excemsively great. At any rate 1% wap not com-

parable to that of the Americen and Engli ch troops.

a

ts and avanywha;e in_;he 1arge nities. FNow . the anuil'7;
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s no doubt that in the 1anﬁing ang in the camp&!.gn 1teelf on tho Western Surcpean

i ol s e . s b 8™ i M o e

Pagspive roelstance cxprossed itseli obove a1l in n slow oxccution of Gorman
lnstruotion, in a kind of clow-down tacties, and at times also in the making of

complaints. As a rule 1t could b§ broken up quickly Ey a change in the French

- futhorities respannihla for 4it. Morourod by ko stazdurd of posiitive horlornauce,

this poosive rorlttane: *luﬁei & wolstively emall maré; on the other hend we should
axphlelte Yhe Deoano® A W114h gy Toemch readered essictiace dm tho ckitlezl

: ! =
poatihe, soedienlarly in the [Rensisine of damezes. 'In Jume end duly, 1944,

16,000 workers wers enrassd in the Department of Soine ot Dise alone helping to.

remove debris around the great Parls rallway depots.
|

Looking at the Léﬁligh!nnﬂ Amordoon side, en appropriate share in the suocess

of the great militery undertsking must be sseribed both to the plans and thelr

' execution, tﬁ the aammmnﬁerh end the troops, to the equipment snd the ﬁupﬁly- Une

|
can elgo anr that the tutsl|uf thece eircumatancal decided the ouicome. Thers

thenter of militery ﬁﬂf“aﬁich We have an unaratiﬂu which wlll aluayn nccuny a

encedel plose dn milit ary h_ntﬁry‘ it 18 Ghﬂrﬂﬂﬁaflu.ﬂ *y a groat 1dna, halﬂn@nu

- End oygietasic ezecndicn. It roprecamts the osupeign of caﬂlitiﬁn-which, vieved

‘fron the ¢umniﬂe4'unﬂ coerilbd ont with rore barmony of views and mezmures. On the
gagend dwy of the landing,when the Germen comzand ceptured the opefaiinnn ordar

of the Allias, At recognizal an tnterprise which the German Eemﬁuna had nevear

* plenncd or executed in this form. Field Marshal yon Kluge expressed his opinion

to the effect that this waJ exaellent general staff work and that the preparation

for the landing had been priededed by & reconnaigsance such as had never been carried

‘out hof@re in this menner. | An officer of the English Intalligence Service told

me mmong other things thnt.hy low flying every undulatlon of the ground am every

ravine which could punnibls serve as a cover for German %iroops had been phatagraphnd
end that the game had becn ‘done 1n rogard to en exact datarminatian of the econdl= - ..
tiona of ths ebb and flnni tidet; Forechore uhhtnnlou under these airnumutahnaqffff

meant little, and the "Rommel nnpnragua' which we have alrnndr nantiunid Hal G

-arlr ruuugnituﬁ- A et ik ,J- ﬁl
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on two sidess

There is no doubt that the Enslich ond Americen general sinff voe fully .'

informed concerning the fortress installations, the troops cecupying then,

their atrength, ermement,
on tha Gprmnn ‘sldos

On the heale of such

troopa fur tha untnryrinn.

wenauros aad preperatican

gertnln. Under the firing

foree whizh in oporntions
inetallationa snd in part

the lrnding took place on |

Here we may pome the

at the closost paint, the

' deesp in the flankt of tha

shnrtanad the ¢nmpnign nunniﬂarnhlr.

tha oonditions on tha CoOR

loan favnrahla fur thu at

and many othor things and not last the commanders

rcﬁr-vtiann ttha Aﬂrlﬂ hﬂ a nararul troining of the
Combined with thie thare wore extroordinery security
Lf ﬁﬁs roat varied kinds which mode sucecess practically
a1l of ehip srtillery sad the protection of the alr
lasting for wosks had destroyed aumerous defanes
icular the Imsortant puintu along rear cnmmuniantiﬁnn.

6 Jmﬂi

" 80 that Irum the vurr gtart thn defender on the const had to dafnnd himn-lf

‘quantiﬁn'an to why the great antarﬁrlaa was not aimed -

Ghunnnl coanh nt Galnis. vhuru ﬁnﬂ uauld alrﬂadr hn 1;;,

Gernan pulltiﬂnt and thnrahy could prnhnhly havn
Thiu can be magwered br sayiug that hnth
st an well as the Oermen defenme st this place were

tﬁakar. Hasides, if Normandy were e=zptursd, one would

heve in Gherbuurg tha harbnr tlat wag needed, az well as & sufflclently decp

of cirnorts thet coulld Be
heert of ths
2l tho ZSolne oo the laft

aldes.

or from tho Tast could be brought up more easily then they cnulﬂ'intu'ﬂbrmaﬁAy. i

importent rallwvey lines 1
reserves. Thoy could at
:ettihg ovon this far ove

100 milesn. i ﬁarmnn conc

mriie use of transports fr

gounfirr, tous

Then too in the E]

 front for strategle cnncentratinn on the mainl&nd_nna at the seme time' a number

; -k .6 .
ueads An oparation carried out from kere agalnat tha

»dz Purle, could lezn sgainat the Leire on th

a-piskt,

and 11 this vsy hove & nalural flzak srotestion on both

heoe ebout Celeds, German forces coming out of the Releh

It vas to be seen soon after the lendins whit effect the déstruction of the

n Fronce hed upon the employment of the strategle = -

r the rallronisn. Then come a narch on foot of over

ontratidén of foroos in the region of Caleis mould

bm Cormeny much more effectively then mich a concen~

It was accompenied by an alr landing operatiom,

¥

the beet get as far as Parle, and would heve iiffinﬁlf}v“.
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tration in Normandys ' fhea too onu could prahnhly:anunt on the 1imited inter-
vgﬁtiun of valts of ih; Gorman ﬁavy at thls plage on the Ehmuuulu.

The mdvanipoges that une gained h?'havipg”n ahﬁrﬁurin&a rqufﬂ Hnﬂ.in;hﬂiﬂtff
-a% & Jump-off place on ﬁhﬂ coapt much ecloger tu'thﬁ Gormen béuﬁﬂarf-ihén one °
would be in Wormendy were |fully uumpanagfe& by tho fectors previously montioned,

. eapecially that of the greater safety of the landing at this place. :

The Gernea ﬁbiarfaﬂ df these Allied nparatiﬁnﬁ aven todoy has too little
correot understanding of what h&bpenei bo deseribe it in a fitting menners  The
daﬂqripﬂun £lven ma by Hdjor Tiebiy %y the firet genowral ataff nff.i.car of the
84th Qorps, cnables ne to 'distinguich 3 distinct phasess The kiading, the widen-
lng of the henchﬁand. and the capture of Wormendy and Oherbourg taking-plnu-
slong with this end finully the oparation involving mﬁueuvar.

Although tae lending was keph a eeoret as ragards time, this does not mean
that it wes a surprise fﬁﬁ the comnand aad tae troope affected by it. Ons had
boea couating an it for ﬂgra tut, of courss, did not know tha ﬂxant Zplace whars
1% wouZd ocecure Finned dovn to & great exbtent by the aly force and Fha_ship'
artillery and engaged ia cowbat with the parachute infantry, the defense forces
avidentiy did not have sufficient forces &t mogt of plardl.tﬂ word off the resnl

I
landing. After tha 1&ndinf had boen discovered, the roserves wers able to come
up only in a few cases. 1hu tank units that wore available in the first few days
were much too weak for tha task assigned them and Were not $ufficiant1y prntentad

by thoir own air fnrua. 4l} the troops wore in agreement in nnyigg that the

Engll eh and Americen pir foroes had a surprieing superiority and thet Gornan

_flyuri were almost untiraly ahcent- If 0ot even sn average of 200 fighter planul .

ware aveilable for use anch day on the Earman agide in the cnmhat aran. what

did thig mean ezaings 4,DGb or more enemy alrplsnesl  With relatively emall

lossan ﬁhrin? tho londing the inpglizh and American diviéinna were able to get a

foothold. ‘nu divisions annigneﬂ for -coast defenpe ana hit by the attack were

lost all except a fuwhni the ﬂtlantiu wall broken through at the veme times

Thu fact that in npita of this thu haﬁtlal laatad all of a week and thnn an



ndditional month pﬂﬂnnd ﬂ:lln the. briﬂguhnnﬂ wno boing widened nnﬁ Hormaady
B . averrun, ahﬁwn on the part jof thn dufnnanr a aurprinlng power or runi:tnnﬂﬂ

and on the part of the attacker a systematic nuthn& of sdvences At the head-

cuarters ¢f the Germor sroun of arries one wes fully convinecd of the aystezntic

gourss of cacmy cparntlnﬁa ané. 4n the foce of they oew on the German eide nnthing

{
i

excopt mckeslilfts with inoufficieni means.
Fowever ruch cttention and admiration the first two phages of the landing
merdt, ané 1t i3 cerdaln nnt 14 wae nrecisely Mors whora tho trocpe hei the

poat Aifiealt work, otili |[the noel attractive thinﬁ fo tho oboorvor wus the

cocdusd of operations in the opuas I$ bears 21) ths foaturep of geauine

genorzlahips 1t alan ab th; destruction of the anemy fighting foreeep by ono en—

circloment after ths other, by overtaking pursult and thrusts Inte the dopths

of the flonks. By meking use of the protectlon af the Loire and Seins, whose
 bridges had been systematically destroyed by the air fores from Orlenns to Pnriﬁ.
" the Jrrariean temk_diviainnﬁ lunged ensbward from Parie ond sdvonged against Laon,

Monbongae, F¥emur zad Joottich. Ofher formatlonn ﬁushn& in the dircetlon of the

SRl
TR

ndy foeh er the vies) frontder. and othsre herrad off Brittany. The Engliah.
rad (unaddnn civieions thryast Behind tﬁu Gorpoa gonatal fortiflontions towards
Flendero znd %o the lower Esheldf.
I1f wo consider thass operations in ndnna;tian with the landing ;n Southern
Freace, with the ermpelgn in ltaly and-thq operations of the Soviet lrmr, the
) militurf'nparatldﬁ:ii&ﬁha fall of 1944-in the Fumopean thoatre uafold before .
our oyes in a iramntiﬁ noanner i 3 :

Recognition is due the responeible gemeral staff chiefs as well aes the one

entrusted with thﬁ gommond of thu.Allléd armien on the Huropenn uontinnnt, Guharal

Eigenhower, snd, on tha Eqﬁlinh iidu, Field Hurnhni Hontgumarf- That which wns
I

brillisntly planned was oxXecuted in a corresponding manner,even down to the line
officers, vhe nlwnys hnd Epparmuat in thelr minde the schievement of the highest o

possible sucosss at the lenst poasible cost in lives.
| j

This ides waas in many dnnun:not understood on tha'Garmnn gide. Lwhnn this or

i
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that opportunity for puccoss wnm not exploited Ly the English or Azericen troops
or whon an atteck was not anrried out ruthlessly, one conoluded erroneously that
the enemy would not mdvanae ér that ho waa "poft"s On the slde of the dofender
the fighting qunlitltn.wnnknand, without a doudt, 4n a number of pleces when

tha coant was lost. = After the Seine wee orossed by the gnemy on a broad front
there was dstcrmined fiéhting only at a few points. There appeared now in par-
tieular a fallure of the higher end intermediete commanders end to a frightening
- degree. Yhem B divisione c?owﬁaﬁ togathar in a.dinqrdnrly mannz» on a hiskway,
;hlﬁ gt vory impartaut';inhmiy crathingﬁ g hrﬁ&gus thero Wose no responnille
cfficere, ugra thasa wau.nm_lcngcr sy ¢¢nc¢:traﬁiam of t:nk defengc qx OiL=
denporad positions but when avaryﬁn; wae fizhting upon him own rnapuniihilitr:

or not fighting at all, wahcnn hardly spesk of a commands

Twice during the ncmhmt;aparatinns on the énaut in July end Angust I had .
an opportunity to convince m&aalf personelly of the eltustion on tho spot, on the
main battlefront. If I swmmarizo ny impressions today then they would be the .
: follﬁuiﬁg; Behind & feirly thin front, which was exposed to continuous obaer-
vation from thﬂsaif'aud gontinunum atteaks by artillery £ire and mora or lesa
hegry ol ?ﬁtﬂckﬂ;"thtrﬂ were elnost no resarves at =11« If formerly onn spoke
of on soptdaens of the boitlafeld, ons eondd now mpochk bf'amptiaean.bchin& the
' hahtlrfieidb whare in;ﬁha-dﬁ;time one asnrsaly sow & vehlale or-a humen bolng up
to & donck of 100 km. '.It was only betweon the evening and worning dawn that
the proate ware olive ﬁﬂil téﬁffiti

Zhars wea no continuoug front ni.allo At the #nd of July and Magust we
fought in largeror amallerlcomhat groups. At this time the losses in men and
material were alraady.very ﬁuavy; if a tonk divioion cene ouf with B0 tanks thias
wna & large ﬁiviaion;' The commanders of the corps and divisions were under great
Btraﬁl and part of them nervous. While &2 a rule the troops were still confi-
dont —= even though one was informed of the serilousnese of the fight = one found
pessimien throushoud thé steffa. Una_raoﬁgni:u& the supariority of the enemy,
fnd one sevw no possibllity of meeting him witﬁ sufficlent forces. There had ta;“

=

come a day when frnqt breaches could no longer be closeds

G
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eantal torrain of '.?_-r,.::.'::c‘_:r paomed o 2 S0 Yo more &iffiscii Zor 4he
dofendora thon for the attackerns Ivaon thouzh to ba sure thoe numorous low

undulntlons covered with hedgea, the individual farm houses, and the amall pla;uu

of forost offered good cover and thﬁ'tnrrnin Waz nmany timap brokon, the eneny tanks
nl20 had the gsme natural protectica snd wors eftentines before our own zosltions
bafore we had time to ueiica:them. :
Supply 1tself was a very difficuls mnﬁfar but waqﬁtill ponalble. Ome longed
as a rule for the arrival of roserves, tanke, alrplones, and sntl-tank connon. One
wnltad in vein. Tﬁa evonts of 20 July — I mentioned this in another vlace ==
found 1ittle echos 1% was spoken of only in the ptaffs at first. Tho French
population in Normendy kept sway from tho fizhting snd-in meny cases helped the
Bernsa trnnpé'in supplylng the vounded and in transports Thera was a considorable
difference in regard to the morale, tha military aipariancn, the armament and” i:
':.oqulpmnnt of the Tariuus:unifs. The 83 troope uara;;ii£hput & doubt, the best

favored.

e

From the miﬂdln of Augu#t on the Dapnrtnunt of Eﬁlnn at Oigo wan 1tmolf af-

focted hy the fighting. hiLh Genaral Ochmichen {nntiwtmnk defense) I was on the

front at Chargres to propare hure ‘#ome emarguncr.barrinrn and orgonize into new

units the men that wera floving 3ack and thias I sueceeded in doing. The latter,

| : :
g8 higzh officer from the nngiAaern, sent from the Fuehrer's headquarters, certainly
porformed hil minsinn with great zeal but with 1nauff1niant masng. .I noticed par-

ticularly that he was not activoe in any way with tha gan&ral troopa measures, It

‘soemed to me an.4f someone wentod, to carry on a war ¢n.h13 own responsibllity; and
thie wan the case in & numder of positions. At tho time of the collapse of the resl

battlefront thie wes s charnutariﬂtiu fﬁaiure. Yhat nov sppeared wes n-picfura of

enerpenay messurcq aurriﬂd out in inﬂividnﬂl ponitiunm. Thnrn wam no longer any
I
suontion of a Fmi'l:t'u. leadorellp and s gchanive reaslntance.

As cormander of a comdat group in n division ergenived by way of makeshift I

had en opportunity to 1ive through ths lest phase of the fighting. The unit Hhtuh
I led -~ and this wnn chnrnctoristiu of the nitunxinn = wns made up of a -ecuritr
i hattullnn, a ﬂauulitinn bnttnliun. mnatly of parachuta infantry, one of tha four
CadRL e
ity s
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: Out in the f’.ﬂlﬂll

- Pnris alarm battellon;y two ploncor coupanies ané & fow anti-alroraft batieries.

50 thea 1% represcnted a }ginfarucd regiment ,but acarcely had thke strength of
g
& normal battalion, in so fer as its fighting qualitles were gongerned, end

had searcely any anti-tenlk waasons. It had some motens vehlcles that he’ baan

s zathared wo cag wato pm:tTy matcrizgdh tut suffered from tkhe tepdnning for o

iuck of fuel; the men thimeolves were for the moet part czpadle valy of

L

goarrison duty. The Paril alarm hattalinn proved to be particularly weak
frem a militery ﬁtandpnint.'.nany who had heart trﬁuhle'gava out after a !aff

kilometere of mearche.

=

4% wes really ourpricing, nowever, whet such 4Toout dide 'hen only 20 miles

20r%h o Ferde they received orders o advance te tha Seins weat of the ety

Thoy were engaged in serious fighting with terrorists snd then were atbacked
- | R u

by the Anericans but stood thair ground for three days,/until the evening of

29 Augusts In Parie itself Ganarni von Choltitz capitulated on 2B Aagost {(of

course, under the pressure of the Losal situation), 1nnteaﬁ of trying to advence

through Bois de Boulugna ith hia ?,GDG mei, mnstly-untrnined, toward the weoet '
and jein up with e onas shat were withﬂraxing or fighting here. Hastward from

Hordr tha ﬁnerir ne bod alresdw nessed fhrousk Fontz 1neb*a.n tud Molun, o thnt

)
-
a

i)

=

{11

B {hig 1rautim% Wal nn 1nnzm1 soasiblo. 11 the uurﬁh ,zhnra1 of

Farin there igrc%trﬂu te sorietes groups ﬂhﬁ had blogksd Lhe ehief inu rosds
and many timeg with borri ndea.
Hatuaen 30 Angunt'nnl

3 SEPtnmher the combat grnu; fugght. raaaiving an -

ardar anlr now and thea, up as far ag the Halgian-ﬁrennh Irbntier whurn 1t come

up egainst the Flrat dmerican Diriniun of Ganaral Heuboer on tha~haqhnugu = Monm

I atill rﬂnall the way’thlngs"luuknd 3 Eaptemher- it wnﬁ & pleture

of abeolute nntantrnphu. sach as I eaw 1n the battle of Tennenberg {in which '

Hindenburg and Ludendorfr pumpletalr dastruyad the Husnlan Karew jruy}. Tive

colunng = lf we may use thia exprepsion at all we march alnngaiﬂﬂ, Awe nf thum

Thur h 1ung to rivu ﬁiffurunt diriniunl. anlﬁnm An n clunui

A :unit, nﬂrnhing nt the nost unu—half niln aﬂhnur. A$ urary hrldgu tn hd eronuuﬂ

1
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On the flun'ts nn:nr:u' tenirg

S R e B i A i i

h i:;ivi;unl officers wiph waageas 4n thelr Asnde apea B way Jor tholy
vohlelag cad 500 and porhabs ovon 800 or 1000 form o uild gonluslor arcend such
B Ponsc;os I |

Arainst eno such dlsorderly merel moveonecat the enemy elr forco mnkos

e :
hove wp to within 700 to 1000 metors aAnd by Alrocet

“romanted cticekes from a Hatght of 20 to 100 moters with caannon and mnchine guns.

aim fire into the eolunns. Inaasuqibahlu pleturea of panic'ﬂni confasionl  Mom
who slways hnd etood their groundd lose thelr merve. All cohenica 1s lost. Only

& Tow small graﬁﬁn dlupa Tanie, abandon tho vohicles and qﬁguga in combnts Meny

fled into the forssts and ¥1llagajlnﬂd walted hors the arrival of the encmy but
| ' ;

in the night houre wers attncked by torrorlsia.

In contrast to this the Firet Amorican Divislon fought in full control #f.
tha situstion, calmly end ji.th agsuronces 'I_wan 5hla-to obearve thelr officers
end men for hourg. ThgrE wﬁu éuupar#tion of the vﬁriuus hrnneﬁnq of & kind:

‘that conld not be surpasscde ;'gai struck in particuler br'thﬂ:cunntnnt

cau?nratinn'wlth-the air fcha.? 1f s=ny reéintﬁnca nppesred, one called on the

pirplenoa in the atr or the airplann groupe end in & very uhmrt tine the support

of the uister arm waa therp. If we bear in mind that o single Auericmn dfvielon

|
had threa'timan the equipmhnt and hecy erti’lery that a normnl Gernan division

has and that in addition many times this amount could be drawn from the uurpl
and army reserves in a ?er# ghort time, we can nlearly reallnn the Garzen in-
farinritf._

I wan nurprimed by magty things =~4 not lsast by the oxcel lent prﬂcticnl

-pquipmmnt of the Amorican raldiara rost of whom were young and wnll fod nnd  Bueh

~ as wers rnraly'uuan on tha Gorman niﬁu.  The eqnipment in moter vnhiclnn, vhich

Ware 11mitua to unly & few types, in strong contrust to that af the Gorman furma~

tinn. whose motor vchiclen vore not of a unifarm typa nni were nbsuluta, van f :*53.

e
Tl

axcollent.

Thess troops eertainly hud real fighting apirit end there existod an excellent

" relationship between nfﬂcr:i'a end men. ~ In the division ® maander, Genoral -

.’J : . !I. S ._: Ll .'. .Z-x;a _ o ;3.-‘££¥};~;1
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Hucbner, whom I mot pereonnlly o few days later and with whon I conversed for
' quite a while, I found & real soldier. Heo wss olear in his opinion, exemplary

in hig Yearing end calm and jpure of himselfs

Witk n.ditfnrnnt kinﬁ of lnaﬁﬂrahin and particulorly with & careful prepara-
ticn of fhiu rﬂfr:nt and dgﬁennn in dspth on the impartent ﬂc:tn;g, un§ :“ﬁ;ntrophﬁ
. of the Cosmss weod arny cnn%d hava ﬁuuﬁ avoiqad to & groat ertest = A atadonuend
Woich we oo ousks hyﬂloﬁxinj_ha:k. At the Faelooriz h;é&'“‘ft@”” ena inzieted too
long ;yon holding tho coaatu One allowed tha boat divieions to be sﬂnriflcad
usafosely in the tncirc‘cne1t at Falzlae, instrad of withirawing behind the Seine.
Une chingod semmarders aad Homnazdirg cenerals in eriticel momeants. One threw
rescrvas dnto combal resklogely. Oftentines diviglons were even tora aparts

There wore ingtances whon ons yart of a unit was trannportpd by rollway, snother

part by truck, and the rest required to march on foot. The resalt was that such

s unit vnl-ﬁnfaated fiﬁcumﬂﬂi+ Cohesion bBetwaen the troops practicelly dissp=-
ik - fﬂaﬂ 13 Pr"i¥ fulls “ha offort to rnash tha Cermen hnundarp an quiukly as

peseible decome more snd mors ﬂ?ilt-yu- it 2lso heppenad that commondere vere
neanzeted Sron faaly unita.| The will to resiat eollopued and the nunber of

priuvcnory npeite 1te own luntuage. What the Cermen piaﬁaern 1d %o dolay the ensmy

advonee wes by no means sufficlent. And then too 1t wee fnund thnt &0 ?thnnker

a0 parfectly eqpirped tenhnTcally ng the nﬂglish and lmericang cnuld not be held

up for leng by bdlown up bridges, mine flelde, =nd other obstanles, but could sur-

mount these in e much shorter time than generally supposed. It oftentimes happened o

thet German troops were cutidff in their retreat by premature blasting measures or
| i ' '

wers foroed ta'maka a wide #ntnur,-aa I myself have oxperienced.

In the nriﬁlcal days alfaaling of loas and ahﬂn&unmant'éifficult te ploture
geized the Gefgnn 1roupi. Thia waa mﬁdn.waraa by the absenge of orders or conirae-
dietory orders or orders which wore ln.ﬁppnulﬁiﬁn to those of the-gaighhuring units,
the abacnce uf 8 sufficlont infenﬁu pgolnet anamy'tankn and ﬁifplanuu. the lack
of vehleles making 1% dnmpombible o narry'amay tha wnunﬁed nnd the fact that many

mﬂtar vohiclos had run out of fualf .

The :unttnring of the truupn which took plﬂnﬂ ﬁhdar theps clrcumetances could

be prafnntnd with Iﬂrnu anly Wpon Trere occaaiuna. Thg nnlr punutbility of n.-rln.r,1

i : 'tf . ; 5[}
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"ad the gvayesr fe damoornod

the adtuzticn wags to rﬁund‘up the troepa on the noln zectors, and even hare

If in spite of thies 4t was atill possible to form a front 1t must bs To-

organization failod.

garded As ‘. wondenful acsonsliskacnt by the Oermana. It Mapnencd, ac we have

B 5 - %o mw & . Y A b . - T P 4 R = e
.l*uu:f it Ak dllothor wligs, én thd gederal Ling of, fho Weeh Waldi, JA B Tar

Ar the poxthern deotew, by the vec' off the Eelgina-

' Duteh river emd ecanal syotims 4in the south, by the use of the Vovges. . The

. Corman comnsnd had a last shence. Thouzh ite reserves were all need up and it

uwng aubjected to grant ﬁifficultiua due to the lack of matarial on the nay front,
it woe atill able tu form L battle line =nd after a fow wenlkas %5 soours linmited
raserves. It was ell a qLuatiﬂn Df economizing these forcess What was done
in tho pﬂih againnt AxrnncLai vas repeated on a lnrgar scale in tha winter of-

foneive in thu jrﬂennnn, aa enterprine which may, nnlr vith certnin quelifications,

__hanrnharded in connection wlth the avnntn of the ﬁummar and fall nf 1944.

The battle in Frenes dst be regsarded as anduﬂ 1n tha lattar part of Dntuhﬂr

1944, A% thie time sll of|France, with the axqutinn of Alnais-Lmrraina, s

in the handoe of the Alllos| es woll as a coneldersble part of Pelglom and e

" small oirls of Hollond. I+ a cewpaism of less than 4 monthe it had been pessible

to chonge complotely the picture of the wor in the Westera Huropesan theater.
Germany now found her wﬂﬂtﬂrn houndary threatened by the combined armlon of the - s

English ond Anerierns and the French Army Which van in the procens of belng

* ‘rgonizeds , The Gornen cnmmand'cuﬁlﬂ.nsrtninly azﬁﬂat that tho offenalve of the

eneny which had come to a standstill would be resimed after a certoin time, wha
his rear commauniecations had been properly organized end the neceasary peréannnl
and material and roplnnemaltﬂ had been brought ups At the best thon ¥hore was

& pauss for dreath. . |

. The demand of the commnder in chisf of ‘the enany, General Riuenhnwar, fbr

a cnpitulation was rajmntul by the Germanss In doing this ons knew that tha war .c
in ite woret form would be onrried to German soll in a ghort times. Ona cauld
have no 1llusions about the distruction that would then start end also, of pourege,
the blocdy nnnr;flenn, tho suffering of the population, ond all the difficulties

ra-ulting'fran en unpucceepful campalgn, and one knew what would happen on the 457
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banin of exporionces since|the foll of Stalingrad. The hope that thore would .

ha A fnllihg out nmong the|Allies at the last minuto, that Eaglish sad Emﬂriﬂlﬁ

'policies would seiza upon tho 1dea of & common struggle of the western vﬁfld

sgalnat Bolshevimm turned out to be en 4llusion. In this situation, after the

aoliagsee of tho Cernen Veuners front, cnd in view uE the faJt_er ua:avora:le :111- g

tery devalopnents in the Teat there was only ong fiiag for th¢ raa cngible CGormen
tagomen to 40 and thed :;s to odmlt +ra lops of the wer. it hod to come. mooner

o7 lntor. If hs declded mpw to cepitulste, he could seve the Cermen pedple &

et

groat part of the legses, ﬂ.ﬂ.{‘:l‘ifif‘.‘*&-‘j snd suffering of which thay wers later a
viotim. As in the first Vorla Wer, co in the precent one, Germany had not been

a battlefield with-the eiﬁepti¢y of alr attacka and the surrender would taxe

place not under prossure of polltical cirgumatances as at that tinme but aﬁ.n--claar
admiaslon nf.a loat war. |Thin, hﬂuafar, did not happen andthe rauult wn- annther
:failura in the German conduet of the war and in connectlon therewlth the mﬂking

of 2 battlofield out of Carmany. If ws 5landﬁ over 1h§ fighting from Hovember

1844 tomthe fin-l nnpitulﬁtiun of the German Relch on & Mey 1945, we see that
the groet offennsive of the Allies in Fronce in the mumuor snd fall of 1944 :

trzapn on the chorreter of & decislve veetenings of the Germzn Armye Ite best divi-

aiona have bern erushed ond cen no longer scquire thelr originsl forms The enormoun:

losser in matordal, ccpecdnlly dn fonk:, heovy artillary, end alrplanes oen no
Lopzor be repleoeds Vrende and PBelglum whoeto -great resources ere of such great
I

againtonce {0 the Gﬂ*mnn war offort cro loat. At the same tlme tha threat of tha

inglish homelnnd by the new German weapona and from the alrports in irance and

Belgium 18 elioinated. T¢e nonpt importent support points of the German NHavy on the

¥landars connt, in Ho;mﬁnry, end in-Britteny are lost.
Tha Allies secure babes in the immedinte neightorhood of the German wes$t

boundary snd sre now in a much better pnaition to conduet aerisl warfara against

Germanys In the fall of F94¢ Gnrmnny, w6 may soy, wag alremdy in ranlitr dﬁfuatud.

The only thing 1a thet thhn fect. wog not ronlized br thunn in reupanaibla pﬂnitinnl

and ns A repult nf thin tha wnr wau continued under much Hnraa nunditian- than
before, with 1nnuffi¢lant mesng for tha ntruggln and for defeose agninnt enemy

eir atincka.
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= L‘r .:lfr'hll
.’ aphar gashrfer Harr Br. Yoagelsangl !Lw

L’L gater dem 32, 4eril da.deEn, sStgliwgn Hie mir vE!‘r*:_—‘_H.‘:h"lt?d.:—m-;z
Fragen. Ieh konnle diege; wa thgen diss meine ¥Frau
gochon mis einem Zwischenbeseheid mitteilse, info_ge einer
Beige in den Mittleren Ostgn, von der igch srat vor weni-—
gen Tagen suriickkehrse, ncah @icht heantwortezn, nichte
g8 aber heuts tun, wenn Fugd nlcht ausiihrlich,

Eahares iy SEHRaETE

Ler Miliz-Gedanke wurdasinglen Jdahren 1931-33 in kreige
dus ReienakricgsminisGorisms hiufig erﬁ“;ert. Ich erinne-
re mich aueckh, mit Genewed von _GLle_chET dariber gRs0ro-
chen zu haben, derGigh Fir giesen Gadarken interssalerte,
wzil er darvin eing Wry Broatepiglichkeit fur das Irihere
fehrpfiichtayatemyaal, Iel weild auch, dal in dsrT AbL. T 2
deg Minisgteriums, dsviber gearbeitest wurde. Jedenfalls ar-
hielt ich Tiir ameine Broschiire "Miliz" von dieser Seite
Tnterisgen, ufdl ieh konote mich such des léngeren mit dem
EUSTHE 51”en BEdsirbal ter ber versghiedene Voo Mir angs-
ran unterhalten. Allerdings weil ich Jjetzt

.‘ schnittane Brag

Bizh® TI'IE]"I.“, Wl 2R WHIh,

Neimne Bghriit Mpdlish ol agVefimieg? gu besgeichren, Wie
ge Haraf B r oo B & r polban hat, ergeheint mir nicht
iontig.%Im Aultrage Bchleichers oades das "Wen "'lE'L_'_-I..—-
ht'>j_J_Jnag" (?2) habe Ich 1'|=-I'r‘ -;“r1u'r*@ nicht -.-""J_ ST S i

igt, Magfulle "en Arbeiten von mir selbab in
et bosint, po i militaricche Stellen fiix den
-

4 gdaMksrs zu dntare
; vy I

rrir '_\1'|1r]f

gehpicsben worien, alicrdihga
M1 n- sherium,

o AN i 2 ]t

W 1

P " pJE]
JrJuL'”iw..'-":'a | 105k Senleicher heh ﬂc'.h immer =inen cewigsen Eontaks soa-
{trl."“"‘ o 4,:,-?' L':;-;ﬂ:-t. Ich lernts 'I_HH in den Jearen 1919-27 ksnnen, wo ich
5 pu Kriesaminigterium sunschkst i der dbteilung © 1 a und
apiter in der Frazsestelle fegz Reighawehrminiateriuma
tHtig war. Damats aflen wir OfGer Zussymern, nd er inter-
ezaiarie zich iImmzr wiasder Tiir weing scardiftatellariachsa
Brbeit, Auch mach meinem, durch sin Aungenleiden badingtem
Aussensiden im Jahre 1929 =ah ich ihn gelsgentlich und
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oehr verchreter Herr EKgllege Kroausnick!

In Beantwortung Ihres Lleundlicher Briefes vom 14,1,1369
fir den ich Ihnen bestens danke, dacf ich Ihnen folgendes
mitteilen:

Un in meiner Stelliungnahme zu ;hren Fragen sicher zu
gefien, habe dich [lhren Boief ZWMpachol an Generslleoutrant a.ll.
- o " s - L] o o o2
AUl 8l e woa G, annefe;, oegchicki. Seine Antwort fiige

T S

ich im Griginal hier bhei, Gdie bestifigti meine Brinnerung.
Ohecsgatleuntnant 1.F. G.r & e ' € b st weillg in Froachals
nung getreten, Fs mag dies dacarn zialsgan habsn, dal er selbst
zul Zuriickhaltung neigte und nicht besonders aktiv wac,
Vielleicat empfand es auth dayg Upelgewicht von WPr,, dabei
der von Hovember ab im Aufban befindlichen Gruppe V (Hzer).
Eine Uberschneidung mit G. ist mir nickt in der Erinnerung,
wohl aber habe dch manchmal mit ihm Fragen, die den Obsrhe-
fenlshaber des Heeres bstioafen, besprochen.

Was meine in Apussicht gsrommens Zubteilung zuc Abieilung Ie/AQ
betrifft, go is% ea cichtig, dal der damalige Abteilungs-
gchnef von WPr. Obergtleutnant 1.G.v.Wedel keine zweits Propa-
ganda eines Wehrmachtteils aulkonmen lassen wollbte, Damit
verhinderts er aber nicht, dal die Gruppe V (Heer) asich nach
incer Aufstvellung nicht rur recht gelbstdndig entwickelte,
gondarn, wad auch der Bedeutung dez Heeres mala des griften
Wehrmachtiteils entsprach, perscnell und in ihrer THtigkeid
den Mittelpunkt der Wehrmachtpropaganda bildete. Ich wail
nicht, ob s Ihnen bekennt ist, daB ich mir bel der Aufatel-
~ung ausbedingte, uvnmittelbar dem Chef des Wehimachtfithcungs-
gtabes, dem Oberbefehlshaber dez Heeras und dem Chef des
Generalstabes des Heeres Vorlbrag halten zu dilrfen. Es ging
dies besser als erwartet, wenn es auch irmer wieder hiel
auszugleichen. donat kann ich Thnen zurs Person Groscurth und
geines kurzen Dienstzeit im Stab des Ob.d.H, nichts mehr
Sagen.
Darf ich Sie bei dieser nelegenheit Zragen, ob Ihnen meine
1200 SBchreibmaschinenseiten umfassendes Darstellung dec Titig=-
kedit von WPr. bzw,WPr.,V fiir die {1qtorjcd1 Division bekannt
igt, die ich 1946 - 1949 vecrfasste? Ich habe sie 3.%.General
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v.W e de l in einem Durchachlag fiie sein Buach iiber die
Wehrpnachtpropaganda im zweiten Weltkrieg, apiter noch
Oberst a.D. Murawski zur Verfiigung gestellt, des
gie ebenfalls benutzt hat. Leidasr begolLgte ich die Hieder-
schrift, onne in die heute bekannten Quellen - mit Auconahme
eéiniger von mir selbst geretteter Dokumente - einsshen zu
konnen.

Wit kollegialen Empfenlungen bin | o i D

e e A A - Ihr sehr erfgebener’
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