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Interrogation of Iir. Freank Gerherd
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The Reichsminist ry is divided in the Following offlees:
£ _Cf.:ntrs':l office

2. FPlapmiag oiffice

3. Rew materisl office

k., Tecimipal oifice

5., Production ofiic

]

6. Construction ofrlee 0.T.

7+ Pomer of fice

Therc were aloo locorporated:

1, Adwindistration and organizotion
2« Ferscnoncl

3. Heanode and Winsmca

5. Labor Division
6. Assistance to operation plents

T Pres: and negs cechion

THe digtribution wos underbalon exclusively fron o fungtional point of
view, Since fhe sfinistry wos comnletely changing from tioe to time secording
to nocessrry cunditions, the sttitude and ormposition of tho single officus
were guite differort.

Forczeuple, il the .dddle of 1543 the production of necessary civil
- . i'goods s the task for the ninistry for econcny. Becsuse of this there
sere a grest mobor of cases of overlapping with war ceonoty sasks of the Specr
mnistry, These difficulties could only bomttled by plzcing the fotal prod-
uction responsitility in onc hand, thepsby coordigs Ling wroduction of civilian
good= wilh wer mooda,
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COFINET AT
By shipping persornsl fras the Ministry of Economy to fhe Spoor .‘.Llrusdr_,,
depart—ent was created within the S;c:,r--.:e: try to pefomn the following
functions; -

The coordination of the various offiess coong soch otker, the @arryins out
of a eowien policy, the erostion of a unit pecsormel poliey, the Feprosentation
of the pdndsicy in bosic gquestions of =1L sorts in dsaling with ot®er oreanisation
-ecports, In addition Lo bhezs, the contral offics had the task of working on
all thess potters porbaining to 211 other offices, i.e., theirderme] sddnistpn-
tien of She winistry, the employment of labor, 2comomical gnd Cinsncial problens
press gussiions and :" formetion motisrs of organizcotion Speer oic,

Tho contral offic: d4id not deal with spocisl tecldonl gqusstions of armom-
ent and war produetios,

The fasgk of $he ministry wns the profushion®® ;oods Tor the fmy and the
civiliar eeonciy. Howewsr, it did not dssl wi%h thedislrilbuiion of goods, The
distribution of ampament zoods was hrndled orly Wy the conpetent dewartuents of
the Amny and the distritudion of oivil foods L- whe minlaley for ecoreny, The
mimistey dld not directiy influsnce the J:E"a:_’r.,:x..JL of Izbor. The nlapipotentiney
wos responsible for smployment epd distributicn of labor. The minister for
amement hod to pe quass the megcasary labee Doeces Trom the plen entizpy much
the same az another conpeting agons,. ORhe cfstritutinn of forcss ea well as of
scarce row DJ.tEJ":--"-J--:r wos corried cut o She Office for Central ¥Flone,
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Urder the Chaimem Speor, this mes eompeosed of the following rersons:

. The Sfete Secretary Koerner ag represertative of Qosring in biz coracity as
o comdssioner Top bhe L=reora<plen @'ths Lindsicr of Traffio, the Hinizter of

Food, the plenipoténlisry for(the d@nployment of 4»..,11:;:', the fenaral Oom-issioner
Tfor Cheamicodl Froduclion, tha RofehScommissioner for Joo 1, tha Reichsinizster for
Boonemy and the Meichsdnigtamine iorchont Mipine, In :u.a-:l-‘-t- o, various
Pborsonslitics from the ipdGsbric) ond cconomiecal 1ifs wore evlled $n o partl=
—cinatc In mestings, @0 thiz'cirele the diztribution of all elssetal and e
materials ook ploeny o5 weld as bhe distribubisn of workforces to the wvarious
branches of Grouan scofEry, $.2., Tood, Yransrort, srmament ete,

L

A declsive sngroschmont or this work occured at the fine Hitler desipnated
the Rsichapinigher fopdfnlishierment of ¥osous _|r-1 Propagarida, Dr. Goohbols,
as the Reichagiamissioner {or tho tolsl war effordt. On the basis of the glven
muthordty, Lockbals Sntorferced nore and nore with these quasilons, ssoecislly
2g far sa tho gusifion of myploymest of lobor, Up o this tine ths party had
interferrad dn tecimical problons only ond $hen onily on sinsle occooiorz. This
had had dlaglrurbing efifects, The Pariy now believed that they had the right
to act topsther vith She Party Tdatriet Loaders over tha hesd of Gocbhels,
Gosbhels Gpdered the F.D.L. ’t.u stpply a cortain guota of mon in their disirict,
The Pdi.La. ¢rgenised distriet  and subedist.dict cormriszicns which eappicd out the
drafting 'of o into the Anwy without regard to the nescessitics of ameoent and
trarsport, Also, a bazic differerce showed up in thiz qusction. While formerly
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Speer dimardod more wsanons,
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Gosbtuls wented move solidiers. Specr's Sencnd

a1 e

for mora ¥ fasTOis Wos ware '_".;r_-“w.j“'r_::_:'_.; begausy the alp atbacks of the ETEE 25r

Flects — inspsazingly felt m

He Eorman ormament 'ED...&_"_Z Al = j1ode Saosnseives

more and Dors .-:n_rlxmt. Serions difffcultius arose baivesn Spadiemat Wne oz
side spd the P.D.L. on the other. These guorrsls wcre ol noen $odnformed

peErscEs, They bad lons singg

existed betieen Er_.- and the Farfyy Chancery as

well 22 the F,D,L. - 52 & result of Srsecr's persoksl polibios,

Sinece Spusr suluelbod his
tochniczl ond porsonnel capaco
Farty which dananded exclusiw
did nict pay aticntion o this
Hitler. Ev-‘-r‘ ainece Bpesr bec:

a
hinself the rignt to choozs '.-f';s collah
on the ‘t-.,-,;.:l_a decided abowe, Ho irmsil:
mlctely unsccepbnvlo 49 Th# M. 5.0.A.P. Luciiss of their

-

smwe of thoi were ca
former Party polibi nal bac a__f_,r-
betweon the Perlyr and thoe B0

1. The Vollkcsturs
2. 'Tha"Seorshed "-r‘-h-'

When the fromis come ela
wns c*\].la*-i w0 wne colops ond
Lhe draft and foreobion sand
call up .,hl Tixed guoios =2md
o the supcrior of R Tl

' oy

necessitivag of

co=workers exclusively | accopfing to dheir
ities, ho had o cons into conflist wiie the
¢ solemaent of proved Hationalsozisiista, Speor
lemand and this led tofSurious discuszions with
MRy i"*r NPESS

£ qomiEE he hod reserved
orators andhdhs WEder: of Gormon industey
atad "u-_;. an X¥acine His wesvle, even when

cund or bucause G & D¥red Ccarrisges. The strugsle
iy =

e ama dinterrigbcdWby TWGC . new Toochors:
o

wo
3'_;{;“,_.}1r- s Bords 1= the so-c «13ad Tollzs=tum
the TPrghy Mmg ihe F.D. 5. wers pub in charge of
calnigg of _'-'-D].:CEEtu.H'.'-.. The Fualalw
soretifes ey ofTured oore, to mc
:ﬂ myetizd withowh orge cegard it B

opoin begen To

on o mpression
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wosad wgcnosie pofentind, It could nwve bccn

foregeon tuqt such asthods coP o be puraaed without inflicting heowr disige

on the armwicont peogeasa, TElE oFbitrsey
E.DL L. without eorai Eatlop Wk o

being u=ed up, Ience, Do

nethod the effoct on Uhe Wor@hm aroacont pr

it wos faposzible to9&cr 07
Berins Aiffioulties ardgadin

less equipuing the Vollessburm, Agoin and aga

Volks=turm na o cfie ot the

"hE:._,r_} pl_udm ardl "0*' aorie Lnl
affected gnly the Abi. ALl
led o rxmtl J_:l 'r*n:!w, ok e

Farty.

into ".--::1‘-$f;*'ur'- '_;,- thE:

5
g fir Popaite oS r.-.:;:i.:.: isposaible, By iz

Trap wes very hoowr, Above all,

B roduct 1om .;_.'1‘ ; o ket w4
npoviding the Amy with necossary woopons, ouch

s Bpesr hod chorocterised Lhe

nenion poople nnd had often repeatod ihis cccwsation.

'L"

i3, botile with egquipment which did rot even

..‘—'. Howewer, cspecially skiilad J_._;
-'11:.‘.: icts, knew how to influsncae the x

s o r;:-_:-.'.. vory weil, Fub thaze P et a4 T N VR Ryt

t eszo problems, whick could bs extended in detalls,
h'—tv.reen Zpoe L, A4S the toehnicnl expert, ond the

"n~.- uzrrel rv,,.. 1 its peak widh the probles of scorched earth.

I‘Jacia‘ivc CLFClL.-.'- in the Farby, thot Hitler onéd Em*.‘..nr. dennnded Elnt 211

installakionas and factorius,

power , water, ard zas plants ond all deelling

plfices thiot by rozed fo the ground as Allied F-::rc.:s renetroded invo Geroon

terPiiory. The strongest one

oy of this ldes was Rw::lu-. dnister Spoul,
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His first principle was the corscrvation of the Gorman people alfter 2lcsE

f war, He s2id again and again thot the respons ibls moen of the GorETGovornnent
hed to meke their dscisiona-in suek a say that the Gommn people.ofterithis
worwuld have the primdtive mecessditics of life,

This clear depand, however, would be inpessible if all produckion mmd
supply faciliiies were destroyed. Mot eonly would the Gorman mon bz robbed of
pozsibilities to exizt; also the produeticon of civil sunply dor the meonle —
conl emd resdy-mnde goods - would be impossible for many yesra. The decisive
resistonee of the Gorpen veople ard the gquieck sdwones of the enony dd noe
parmit the Party's polioy to moterialisze,
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