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f'TIt was terrlbly aold on. tn& famcua’ghd infamﬂus Ltteraberg.

literary mastenplece of thﬂ ninﬂtﬂanxh uentury, “but having baan ?

'translgtad in to nLraly 31l European languagas, it becams & standania.

" where he ﬂﬁarched for peacs. and concentratlon on his walks from hig

' little house 1n Walmar, Wﬂuld becomﬂ ‘a csntury lafar & placa af hﬂrrﬂr

- Nebody in the dark forest of Ettarsbnrg evar referrsd here. .to GDEthﬂ'E

'th&re 8 hundrad ysara agu quthe was trying with his pen, to ‘Pight tha

--Lranlcal ﬂ;stary certalnly dldn‘* move. forward in +wantieth centu:y
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cuuld aaﬂe mﬁ. The hxg notice “Arbeit macht frem" ("wﬂrk alone. w111 '

--ﬁatea ever helie?ad that only his quk would brlng hlm bﬂﬂc to frﬂedn 0

tTe S TR

::Iea, famous for thﬂ birth pLBﬂE el Garmany a grestest lltarary wark

'7f_#r1ttan by Johann ﬂolfgang von Guaune. His "Faust'" was nob anlyf

. ]
wurk for ' all: gramme schﬂula taachlng German. How 1lttle could Herr -

- von Goethe have fereaeen that these forasta around Weimar snd Erfu:t;fii

and trutality such a8 mﬂdern h15+0r3 hadn't WLtneaaed since the darkf

2t days of the- Middlu ﬂges._ Herr von Gogthe would have turned in nis

: grava if ‘he ha& b&en aware of what happenad on “high Ettersberg betwaen

the ysars of 1954 and 1945.;

"Faust! . Thﬂusands nf prlsnners dldn*t even know that Buchenwald W&E
once. &' pilgrlmage ‘centre Tor, German pueta. No, the Third Reich, wgiah

boasted 8 tnousana Hears' 3ule, haﬁ lang ago transformed +nia famaus

- place into an infamaus hall where a plague was created by human belnga
who dEEtrnyed their: conntrymsn fﬂr their political beliefs and for $h§ipﬂ

.Tellglﬂﬂ¢ "hat free thoughts ahoald be suppresged in the same place,

Dppresalmn Tay i the Hapolaun;cyiurcea nu Garman s0il, seamed really

"

e TR T n.a-w--ﬂ

'&han I arrlved ln Buchﬂnmalﬂ_ I soun raallaad. thatb only a miracle

a thing. Hona of the thauaanda of priaanara Whﬂ marahed thraugh theaa

N
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hﬁluuyu

L liberate 3ou“1 at thﬁ Eﬂtranae tﬂ'?haﬁuﬂnuentratlcn camp, ﬂldn‘t mE&R-fH#
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as posﬁiblﬁ baaauééug movement: ﬁf_tba{$§pé seen by an 5.8. guapdnaig_
~even by your working foreman céuld.bfina you such puniﬁhment a8 hapéiqg
- on the tree for sixty minutes. o twenty-five lashes with an irnn i :”
..Whlp that may have crippled. ynu L afrh lle 1f ever the gabtes of fraedom E.
were opened for you again. .
The Winter of 193%8/39 started late in.thaae mountaing, but once it
had set in, you could feel the icy wind through your thin priﬁon
clothes. 1 can't reumember the exacﬁ=qﬁmpar of prisoners who stood . ..
- @very morning ab .30 a.m. on-the laréa'garada ground for réll—call;
but there was owver ten thouaand of ua who moralng sfter moroing
marched in endless colum;s.into'fhe atill dark forest. L new day of
8lavery hsd ﬁtartad,. and you . could see Lrom the expressions on our
fages, that the regular mqpning'a routiine had turned us into modern. -
robots with ﬂﬂl:{.- one thpué;,ht "H;:-w much longer will we be able to
- ¢ndure the torture..." In the evening éﬂather roblw-call was steged,
and as soon as fthe first snow fell on t_h.a Etftersberg, fthere wasn't :
aIl EVening 1'0.11—-0311 without :_f&t'_&l _ace_i-._;ﬂ.eﬂts being reported such as
man fi"_c}man to 4;16 a_th. qr.-shqtﬂ by .‘th:a...g.".‘r.us.r;i while trying to.Tun awWaj..
The: last statemﬂntsfram'thg_S.Eﬁ.ﬁuﬁnd.to the camp commandant was B
lie, no prisuh%ﬁ would haﬁﬁ.trieﬁ tplgéhapa knowing that three cordons .
of 5.5. men guardﬁd the fcr&ﬁﬁ?xf$.ﬁ&isﬁner who once killed his S.8. |
puard and escaped was only ablﬁﬂtu do 80 while working #n a specisl |
- detachment outaiﬁda';theﬁguardaﬁ,arﬁafn;Even this prisconer whe managéd-}
to escape nof; only frnm'aucbanwald 'But.from Germany, was hénded back -
by the hungarian Government when arrestad on a murder charge in Budé— .
. pest. He was esnnrted ‘back to Buchﬂnmald whera a scaffold was arrant&d
and he wsaa beheaﬁed 1n front Df Gber ten thousend prisopers, 8. week
btefore Ghriﬂtmas, ‘88 a.warning tq us_a}} whe MMMM were thAﬂKlﬂ&Ff

“planning  an escape. L atnadfaaq'ﬁarda:from the gallows, when the

- "Lagerdlteste™ EThe prlsunar with the'longest prison record) Richter

put the strlng around hisg neak, and a few seconds later an herolc life

had comg to an end. For two days’ the daad body- -was left hanglog on

the gallow.
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At this time, I hed finished my nineth months' imprisonment and after
-'having been infﬁhe cﬁncentratian-camp of Dachay, before being trans--

ferred ta Buchenﬂald, I had w;tnaased arfew atrocities wh;ch no narmal
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to a new wurk;ng perty. It wasn't exaufly a working party in the 7 s
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numan being would ever have believed possible. : et

puring the second wesek of the last mnnfh of the year, I was attached

sense a3 0y pravious ﬂurklng parties, auch as bulldlng roads, hutﬁ
or working on uprooting trees, ng;_the new Jjob was aumgletsly dxffgrent
T had to collect corpaa £rom the so-galled first-aid hut and put |
them into caffins ready to bs ccllected for crematlon in H31mar.
The. flrat aigrhut was - naarly &+ tha ﬂppﬁﬂlta end to the entraﬂce
pate nf the GGHGEHtEdTlDﬁ camp. Dutside the camg about loo 3arda
[rom the. ﬁlaﬁtrlﬂ barbed wlra was a lxttla shelter where all the
coffing were kﬂpt until thﬁ lﬂrry fram WeimaT LGllEGtEd them and &b
the same time deliewvered nﬂw empty ﬂﬂffinﬂ.

A fmhtwn fellaw prlsanﬂr anﬁ mys&lf Qad to aarry the LDPFEEE fram
the first alde=hut to the shslter, whara we washed the bodies wlth

a kind of JlELﬂfEGtEd waxer, than we wrcte with chalk the nams and
the number of the diseased -prisanqruon ths coffin, on both sidas,
and stacked the cofflnﬁ'iﬁﬂaiﬁﬁaﬁgﬁigal order. Everything had ta

be done in & precise graar,fgégggpgﬁ?n?e belng methailcal and

for them there is no differénca counting sacks of potetos or cufflné
loaded w1th human bodies. Fcr the first mmma two days oo my Dew Jﬂb
I shrank from dﬂing it and my fellow—prisoner, whe had previously
worked in the first akd-hut only lsughed, =ana said "fou'll get used
to it, and in the same toma, he sald jokingly "I wonder what our
bodiea will look like, before gminé to Weimer.." I didn't find

thig remark ¥ery funnyJ'huﬁ goon L realised that these badiaslwhiph A
I was putting into the coffin ware ﬁore or less already liberated.
Tes, they were free; these-pééple coulfin't be tortured any mOore,
they didn't need to ke aﬂnﬁiﬁ,tprhe;ppndemnad ta heng on a tree;
und-whan thﬁ:hittér'cnli-wiﬁd ﬁﬁiﬁﬁé@ round my ears and noss, when
the tips of my fingers seemed.to ﬁava lost all their feeling, L
often wished,that_l had reached the stags when someone else weuld do
my Job andlwnuld be his viﬁtim. "You don't want to die when you
are only 21 years ald' re said Hﬂinz; whi hud already five years of
ccncantratlon caup EKPETlEﬂGEE bah;nﬂ him, after all we really had .
a “cushy" Jjob. Yes, our deb wasnit a hard one, even the B.5. guard
left us in pegce; wa dldn‘t need to hurry from ome to the hospital

hut.




The guard knaw We Wers. mpfe or laaa grave dlggers, and they had =)
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'"jnurnay any mora, na mGrE wara thay BHEELHE of the Thlrd Ra;uh. S'

'by hldlng in ﬂnﬂ uf them‘ As saun as the death wan had dlﬂappearad

T;_falluw prlaonars, mas the $+5. in a_PDEltlUﬂ o apnkeoli i taika En-

4.

rﬁapact fur the daad aftar all thﬂ mgn_I tcax from one end Gf the

concentration aamp tu the ethar aidq of the camp would not make thﬂ j?

.___?:_._ ¥

When the larry from melmar arrivﬁﬁ, tﬂp 5.8, men stoad on our slda
watching the luadlng and unloaﬁlng of tha cnfflns. Here and thara

they apenad a umffln juat tu,make sure that no-cne trled tn EEcapa ?_-f

again, the: S S. man want hask to the maln gatea of the camp.
Baing near tha entrance-,gate of the K i {ahurt for cpncentration :
camp- ) we could not nnly ﬂatche thﬂ chaﬂging of the 8.5. guard, but

also the coming and going of onT fallnw prisoners.

Shortly dftﬁr Ghrlstmaa there Was great act1v1ty around the main gateg

e .n

the camlng and golng of the ”deo 5“ (thﬂ name of the foreman of ‘the
dlffar&nt worklng partias } who wers all criminal prisoners, attraGtEd
my attaut;on; Hormaly theae Kapo's waulu only come twice a day thrcugh
the mein gate, by leaving fpr.thg wopRLng plage eme in the.mornins_"
and then returning to the aaﬁp:; hu#'iﬁ the last week of December they |
often came threa or four times dﬁring'the day to the camp, alWEJE:'ﬂ-;
with =some minor Excuaai. such as teking prigonars to the first aid~
hut , saying, he had an aac;ﬁent.'The eriminal priscners of Buchenwe
wald were a special catagaﬁy of Prlbﬂﬂer. They had all already 'f
served a long prlEGn aentenﬁe of murder, masnslsughter or theft in -i
the various pziaons of G ermany. Often their sentences had ranged from .
ten to twenty years, and then after they had completed thedir prlsnn ‘ f
terms, they warﬁ;sent_to Eqahﬁnwalq te be "reformed" so that they |
could be gﬁnd eitizens of the Third Reich. For montha they had been Ii
in anarge nr thﬂ inper admlnlatratlun of the camp. The criminsgl prlSOH;
ner Richtar actad as close aﬂylaer tu tna Be8. commandant, and nutural;
1y hlE ceriminal pals had all the key ]DbE inaide the camp, and were ln
charge of the warklng parties- This position gave the eriminsls : J
_tramendoua pcwar over the livea Df thousands of their fallnw-prlsunersg
The so called ra—aducatlon behlnd tha electrlu barbed wire for thﬂﬂe
| Eangatmrs Waﬂ one of the mﬂst EinlEtEr moves of the Hazl ccnuantratlon

camp palicy. Dnly thrcu&h tha craatLpn of hate and mistruat ﬂmong
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thausand prisgnera'wi+h iny two'E 8. companies.

-aﬂon after the ch Huuemb&r lgﬁB when the great Jewxsh pa:gas

in Germany had reached lts cl;max, bv burning Jﬁﬁlmh s?naaoguﬁs,_

ahepa aﬂdﬂhuuﬂea all owvarn Garmany, theae eriminals not only Bhﬂled

: thalr real faces, but it hﬂﬂame vlsiblﬁ even for wa insdde the ﬂ

cnncentraticnxcemp, huw far the S;E. had used these man as thelr -..
togle. For days and waeks-aftef-the persecution a lorry load af-
Jews arriveﬂ very: two haura frcm all over Germsny and Austria.

A8 soon aaathe .51 5u3rﬂ had de&lt w1th their new victims, +hE
eriminals foreced them 1pto a apec;al camp which was errected 1néide3;
the concentration C.amp of Euchénﬁald, gnd then these fellow—prlsunarﬁ
gtarted &e robbing them of their last persecnsl possesgions. Their
Iélleta ware takan”frqmjthamq:watﬁ@as, rings, even wedding rings, . ‘.
and the gold fillinga of their teeth were taksn out. 0ld men who

had gold Jecket crown in their mouths wore dmocksd unconscious and

pushed inte an open laH&tDIy_WhEIE thE3 suffoccated. Tha money,

wabbhes, and gold teeth diﬁappaarad{ no ocne koew if these criminels

had handed them over to the 5.8. or were hiding them. The littls - .
S5.5. zuard, who watched these barbarians from the watch tower Qﬁtsidﬁ
the electric barbed wirde lcﬂr?ainly didn't interfere, and even if -
he had wanted to he didn't have the power to do so, it was an
internal camp affair. The criminals, who had formed amongs MMM :
thEmﬂElVéélﬂ Powérfﬁl-Gfganiaation,.were the complete masters. :
Even on pay day (we prlbOnETE for a long tims were allowed to
receive 15 Mﬁrkﬁ 8. ?55& +rom gur rEL&tlﬂnE outaide ths camp. Y
the shadowsa of thase Erlsonars fellowed us. Next to the B.S. pay— .
master, a chmlﬂal priunner stuud chacklug up our nsmes apd numhers
as the S S. man handed over the mnney. The c¢riminsel made & copy. Df
the list, .and as 2000 aﬁhtha 50 ﬂallad pay—parada was pver sur s
criminal cnllaamua askad fur his commmssﬁan He and his pals were.
the only pnes  in the camp, WO mhnre sble to buy biscuits,
¢haaolata or chgaretfes W1th our ‘money from tha 5.5, cantean:
50, MOXe Or lesa, I was wanted any goa&s for our money, we had_tn

hand the muney over 1o thﬁm GntdaRiour. 15 Marks o Werer Jupkd. ) foc

if wa gat gugda worth 5 Marxs, thﬁ rsst went into the pockets

il the crimind;s, whc uften usad aama of the mﬂnay to bribe the
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5.5, guurd who had s weexzly pay of not more than 2o Marks.

: H
As 1 sgid before, the activities around the main gstes in the Christmas

waek reached s climax on the last day af the year.

iy pai and I gaw the Kapo's coming and golng seoveral times on thias daf
with their owverccat pockets bulging. These wapo's were the only prisoners
who were sllowed tc have an nvercaat.rlt waan'tt difficulte +o 5ueas'
what they where hidiné under their coata. They all looked lika
gxpectant mothers. The H. J. of these ariminsals wss block 45. 14

was the last block which' was erfecfed in Buchenwald, and wery well
gltuated., On one gide, they were surrounded by our little wooden hubs,
and on the other slde the prisopers had a view of the forest, so that
the S545. man Ffrom the wateh 4Hcwer outaide the electric barbed wire
could barely see ths movements in block 45.

Ae the last day of the year is'élwaxs an impertant day in Germany, the
5.5. guard were snxious to have an early rodl-call, and alterwards
they could go off duty to ecelebrate new ﬁaar*s EVBe

"Lageralteste" Richter managed to get the roll- call at 4.% and all
outaide ﬁurkLng parties whre puhetually on the parade ground by that
time. In lesss than 30 minubes a rﬁll_ﬂﬁik call of Zo thousand prisco—.
ners was finished. The same roll-call @gﬁ lasted six hours a week
garlier and So priscoers wers frozen to death. But to-day avaryfhing
was done in a record time,

Here again the S.5. wcrked-in ¢close collaboration with the eriminals.
4= soon as we arrived in our huts, the hut-leader, another criminal_
pfiﬁﬂn&r, was ahxious to give us our meal. A4 piece of bread and a few
punces of margarine. Long before the éamp girena For the second lights
out had blared all over the camp we ﬁ?;a'either fast asleep or still.
t{ying to liskten Lto.some ;eculiér_nﬂisas coming Trom the outaiﬁa uf
our nut. We were used to all xind of shotse from happy trigger zuardsmen,
who oftem fired over outr huts Just to frighten us. Sometimas a loud
SCTEam of.a prigoner who went mad woxe us, =nd next morning we saw his
body hanging on the electric wiré. No, the noises of this new yesrs!
night wehe differsnt. I[ the S.8. canteen or a restaurant from. Welmar
would heve been situgted ngar Our hut; we wouldn't hawve gziven these

noises a sacﬂnﬂffhﬂught}”It would have.beén obvigus that somecne wWas




" gelebrating the end of a miserable year and hoping that with laughter %
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songs a bottle of champagne ani plenty aF"Eﬂhnapa" he could start a nﬂw ﬁ
year differently. But in Buchenwald, were at every hundred yards an’
S5.5. guard wabched each movements inside the huts even through e
binogulars and he would raise an glarm;pr_a gun shot  LE he faﬁnd 8 faot-ﬁ-
print in the Lreshly fallen snow, afteﬁ'ilghts out. The thought of "E
”party aplrits oy grlsonera wnuld hesre baen an Gf“ence; still we could
hear loud lauLLter, and the openlng af champa%ne bottles. “JaLﬂapa +na
gaards had degided to hawve their own part; in the wvarious N&tuh tuwers
which sarrcunded the camy.‘."_I thought for a second. Yes, this was a
very plausible idea to Justify tha agises sround us.
Dnly.when the hut-leadern drunkegiy erept into his bed in the emely hours
of the morning did we realise that it wasn'h the 3.5, gunard who had
gtaped a new years' party, bub fﬁe crimingls of Buchenwald, right under
the mery noses of the §.5. guards, "What a party we had, one hut-lesder
wigpered to the pr&soner aleeping next to him, and then he revealed,
that he had never sesn so much food, Whisky and champapne in =ll his
life. Yes, there was.everything in Bipck 45 only the wopen were missing.
Wyhat about the pusrds, the hut-leader was asked, and hé grinaed over
the whole of his face. "The guard , well, we gave him ‘oo cigarettes
and a bottle of beer, we felt sopry for the poor sool ...he replied.
Next morning once sgain, the roll-cell was taken in record time, and
the hut-lesder, who had a propee® Lang-oVer didn't even bother to
appaar on the parade grﬁunﬂ; he knew that the commandent was much Too
tired to appear too and of course the 5.5. g ard, who toosx the roll-
call report xnew sbout the party on the previcus evening.
For we humble priscners the holding of the drinking party was still a
riddle. There was no doubt that each time a criminal HeEHl Kapo passed
}hrﬂugh the mein gate between_ﬁhﬁispmasiﬁnd Wew Year's ewve, he had
smupgled one bottle of apirité <nto the camp unider his overcoat.
But why ahuuldlthﬂ 4.5. have been so generous in giving thess criminals
these expensive drinks ? Or did ?hﬂ} really pay for them with our
money?
Suddenly g new S.5. guard gppaafad outside the glectric barbed wire.
My sk pal snd I who had got to kmow every 3.5, man who was on duty
during the 1ast'tﬁé0 month didn't racognise these new faces. 4 delega~

tion from the Gestapo Had. in Berlin srrived exactly one month after ot
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= VEEJE'E th& E"‘hﬂm.

-assaulted and murdared tha Jewa;

'the state. Eeveral Stﬁ. folGEPE waru lmmﬂdiataly recalled ta Barlln,:

”:nern

3;and'tha whola 1ﬂlldﬁ aﬂmln;atrat;anAWas takﬁn over by the polltlcal prlﬂ@v
-_HEIE-. Fnr WBHES anﬂ mqnﬁh aft&r thﬁ ﬂeﬂ yEar g partiy, the graatest 501&

3zroﬂbery imﬂida Buchenwald bacamﬂ the mﬂst tuplcal sub;act in-all cuncenrf

S f:ha notqm,aua m—‘:u' J8anis

o T

'were hlﬂden under the flour buard of Elmck-

for spirits
‘aome.; uf thaa& gﬂld bars ware axchangadihg tha leader af tne o 5._canteem

annther S 5. man taok ;hﬂae aul bara tn Egrlxn and sold tham Lo a 1':

Jaﬂallary.,Onca'm're uﬂrman afflslenﬁy ;'

'but that thls gold wasn't dellvered tn”ﬁi

party whlch had heen thElI uﬂwnfall

t v “| R 3y
Nﬂn, tha po;;tical ;riaﬂnsr Eartals. a fermer member of the uerman Ralch5~1

'g;tag and & memher of. tihe sqa¢al¢gﬂmg%g§;;§w3§;$3 Dbecame. the Lagﬁralteata]:i;

!
Aok

AL g iy it

' traﬁions camps 1n Hazl-Ganmany, hﬁqause nw przscn camp in any dlctator

:}state had ever: Wltﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁd su&h -8 b ttla pa:ty as the crim;nals of Euchen

__._L_,n

: wald had +h:qwgqﬁgm$ﬂlﬁbrqta_tha bsg;nning of 1959
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POLITICS INSIDE CONCENTRATION
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CAMPS

JOSEFH GETA

el rep G came Lo poveey i s rmany .
"E aele List'" contay 3
ol gppracots who m

Celresses of polit
M ropime.

S

1 inta Democrits, Trads
ts and the leaders of the Welmar regime ; even pacifists of
ar vears of tgrd were adde? wothe Hst, On the day
] poser in Eh._nm:n-', a specml police wncee the ooy
mard of Goering, called “FEPOV (Feldpuolizel) mopnl at
bt the kevy mer and all leaders of the various German pactics
psedd o Nozism. Maoy of thew, lss wellknown 1o the
world outside Germeny, were marclersd doring the nighe of
January 3o, 2955

Tt wzs fmpussible o choot all e agmested persens: seconedly,
various connecliens of prisomers in forcign countries diseredited
the new regime cutzids ite Sordres,

(21 schoci-hooses and former military barracks wers o
verted info places where theae prisomers underwent the most
able torture.  Thon follvwed the endless Gestopo inrer-
- special Jupiter [arc-lighis) lehes
|:1-|_..,.T"J_‘|i'- men started the isterromalion ; Hey were hehind
ga that the interrogatom wers visible to the prisoners.
o the prisoner was able to reply to the frst question, =
ge 'L'IT"J ard third followed, and (ke Gestapo weote on their inter-
rogation sheet © conizssed’” for every unangwered ques-

1=

ar

DTl -

‘Prisor

tinn,  This sheer bad al the end to be sioned by the prisoner.  IT
he vefused o sipn e peizoner would Bave to undergn ‘i'l"‘l i
tort at b would [aind, and then the Gestapn would

hald of his haml, wod [oece his ggnature 1o the ronf
atives of these prisgness wers informed that
5, or brothers, bad been sent to a sn-called
~:'— I,j.u r_lllil.': worrls, 3 re-cducation camp

“Oipdenshurgen,” later called “Adell” Hitier

the Hitier Youth Leaders.

i'o justify to relaticns znd forelgn peessinen the aclion tzken
againg: anm-Mamis, oo sions of the p.rim_rr:n, were p*‘ax"'m*rl T
g v the Jr'jl'n'raun[* that this messure was being taken in zgren-
roent with the pnsensrs,

When (ke (ruids about these “Umschulungsfager™ bega (o
-'.pfrad cutside the Cenean borders, the Ceriun poople wice Bol
that thrae strocity storiss were .l—:x]_-.l'lLd.lt'u by Jews and Bolhexiks
iz wrder o throw doesll oo lhe pesce-lovivg policy of the Third
Beich. At the sarue lme all prisoocss wers oedered to wrlic to
thieir reladives suyvicy ihal Cey wers well weated and weve fit and
bendthy.  The Geslape cven went 20 far as to crder those prizoners

had relatives or Iriends in E.; cign conntricg oo deny the
rocity reports wh appearod 1n various newapapers.  The
Crostapa realiseod heee tho grest value of the political prisopers as
a polirical weapon in Nazi Gormany's ingrrnal and foreign policy.
P'u weaks the beasing up of prisoaees in the camps 1o .
Dhuring the fiest year of the Nazi regime these priscriers dicl no
watk, They zat in their hues, weaiting for Gestapo 1‘11*::1|-E'F=lh‘.l"l.
Jaly so-celied gy te drill every twa ar three howss, which

in itself 2 speeial form of torture, mwede the pedson lifa Like hel l
"r"l"-.r the 8.5, wnk over from the FEPD these sehool
old milicary harracks, they staried to buld thelr omw
ticn camps.  Thowsands of German ani-Fascizts dicd in the mire
of Esterwege.  Yer, at thal dme {1o94-55) the Gepman public
huad moe the sliphisst i wool e werieres which were going on
inside these voncenl=slivn cammps,  The pelat of a prisnner
whi was killed b the coreenteation camp worild be called w the
Gestapo wod inforenecl that their hushand or son had died from a
hearl awack, At the same time they were warned chat if they
dared to spread any rumours covcerning the death of their hus-
hand or son, they would be scnc to the conceneration cump and
nowver soe [reedom again,  For several weeks after, these relatives
WCLT cj,{:a(_;l}' warched by the Gestapo TG, their cormespondencs
underwent mcﬁ;sl censnt, their phone calls were recorded by
the Gestapo and all che persons with whom they came in contact
Were piit on special lsts,

The fow prisoncrs, who were released during (hese davs had
5130 [hrm papers, in which they had w promize that they would
uever tell zhout the things thev kad seen dwdng their rime in
IHISOIL Tnl'.st: tricks ol tie Gestapo played an impoctan: part in
suppressing the tr Lout Germwan concentradon camps daring
tie Host two years of the Nazd regime,

Al productisn 1o Gereean ot Gaciorics was stepned up,
labour s]mrlag: becate aoule. AL Lhe same tinue other prepara-
tions of the Thizd Beich Lo I||,| accand world war were takl £y 5i.'.|a..Pi.‘.‘.
Prisoners-of-war caps had o be constricted, foundarons for
new munition fctories laid down and special eraining camps and
guarters for the Germar armyy baile,  Tor security reasons, it

Wit

i

wons Lot wable o
on budleliver s
methods of Dicreas
Live caraps. J:'u'-l ik
TG Ar iner ollvnoes

Ly cnpdov arclinacy Tabour
e Gostapo founcd rew
the puzuberss of prisoners in the concentra-
“all ey bewan transferring those convicted
renees from murder to deunkenness)
wha hiad al eadergane their sentenee imposed by a Gemnan
(ourt, Lo Cong alion camy These transfiers took place afer
S I_I_I_I._l_.|_l-_lll‘\-'l ol thirie senk »u_r*-! with the formal exouze to tl‘-r
e ||_| 150 I theaes ])r1-;rmf: that they khad | o
schnlungslage™  bofae (inal  release.  Ceortain
gonets who had findshed their punishmene,

rmediately 1o & soneencration camp.
30, T34 (The ¥might of the long konives,” which the Gernun publie
rnuﬂr.“.ci a5 o neraceexual scandal racher than a politeal allaicg
v catepory of prisoners asrived in the concenteation camp—
urncsexails, 'Ih-—x' were imprisoned, not 2o much for rheir
sexiial 1 PervEr: i, which i Nagi G SEFTNANY Was nat ve roed a3 a
s crinie, as fur e danger af allowing such prople to be oo
le terms with all elements of the Naxi choue, from Hiler
1o Gauleiter, At the semeo time, anot "er anci-2vael proap
1 f|‘| |'\| s e Churelos,
I Faulhel:

psclves irmprisumed along with

o
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=
[a]

Fa

woeTe T
After the farmous June

= .l.:"1l:"l<'. T

the men, mo w I Tinle students who refused o give (e “Heil
Hirler' szhute or srcwe in the Oermuan o

In Jume, razf the Cestapo vndeclook aun grear action
agairst former law s who during Lhe Ove years of the
Mazi regime had avod LT ALY pabDy organ isation. piluielag
these new prisoners were pecple whe cha nged rheir jabs withoul

heing divected by he “Deulsche Arbeitsfront, ™ ﬂ"‘l-.l non-political
Jr“-_x_ The dilfvrenl background of the prisonars nside the son-
11wt cae B L L.-nu_ the {acstape a wnm‘l l'.\El'I"r'I.'"‘J_JlL\" ol G
eir palitical warfare behin r’L the electoie bavbed 5
sepurated all catcgories intg special “Blocks.™  In ithe concens
Lraica camp of Dechan a Black comsisted of four poame which,
betore the wer, bad ge prisoners. During dhe yeais 143750, 2
political prisancr was in chorpe of sach roo. He was respen-

siple to the “Blockle B o wis hiree a pelitdcal prlzoner,
=1 who was in charg 230 prisonees. Crrer the Bluck
lewder were the 88, men who o a oertain extenc reied oo Lhe

Bluckleastos cleanliness arcd dreciplne 1117 the various blocks.
Nearly all thess romm- and blocks-leaders wers men who had
sgeent thee years since THeder cane Lo powes in various prisons and
CANSENIYATION CamE Their cutleck on lifc was infucneed i
i which wprade them pat andy weow rough, bue
red apntizt humantty.  Their former polivical

cr “5 ch‘ Pt

e a pavehologiezl tr ansformarion, which wade
lal and cruel s their appressors.  The aoly
rredit which T can give these pn]irir'a‘. prisouers is thai their Leeat-
Fricat: il Hher [Elows prisoners was much fairer (han that of

che crinizal po
in chazmpe
CONTETHTALILIL oo
tences,  H
A OVery [ad

sevs whe soere, during my sty in Bachenwald,
the camp.  The erminals who ran the Buchenweald
1 were fTeqguently murdersrs serving life sen-
it the conconorating catps, b nuclerers found
portanity e carry on their dirty jo2 by moe-
dering follow-priscnors, They were actively supporied by the
camp authoriies.

In 2 wery clever manner the camne authoriccs found a way o
y |_’| thee varisus catemories of prisoncre against cach nther.
vedd here owo ends.  Firsl, b made a revale of prisuners
againat the 5.5, which would have becn in any case u saicidal
ad le; secondly, it made the taskof cthe 5.5, con-
trolling the camp ouch easier.  Howover, in Jaauary, 1934, the
sezndolous activitics of these criminal prisoners came Lo lighr and
the kev men corumitted suleide or were murdered by the 55 It
was ihe preatesl sensal jan fduring my imprisenment in Bochen.
wald when the 3.5 dug up thefloor of the criminals’ Block 45
and found there soiid gn:d bars which Lad been cast from rings
amd poid eeth of Jews mundered dusing the great Jowish purge

of November 1o, 1938, It is ks crecible but nearby every
eriminal blocklcadsr had f =caps of his shoes with real
pold.  if thesn prisoners’ th high-ranking 5.5. ofhcers
who supported their robbery ha 1l nOE cone o the ears of the

Crostapn in Berlin, their P rful pesinion would never have heen
koken in the 1 ie ot Third Reich.

The surviviay Prisuiir Wi transferred to MNordhowsen, whore
rhiy = el Lo butkd a now coneenoration camp, and the poh-
ezl pris s Lol over the key preitions in Buchenwald camg,

Adier the greal Nazi suceess ac Munich, when Germany was om
the way Lo sccupving the whals of O cci.lwlu»’t.-; ia, the trestment
of political prisoners became soller,  The Gestapo was anxiouy
that the fers shour condition: inside the conconrratinn camps
should not leak outside Cermany,
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The Taree number of Jewish prisosers gave the Gesmapo another

portunity to make a great financial coup by releasing Jews, and
riving them permission to leave Crermany if they could a
certain ransom to the Gestapo,  The Gestago .spc:'u]awrﬁ{lﬁ[
wealthy Americon Jows wounled assist their brothers, and their
ractics surceeded,

From thiz i is undemtandable why 20 many CGerman and
Austrian Jews were released from German eoncentradon campe
before the war.,

Further, the camp authorities hoped to raise anti-Semitic
fecling among non-Jewish prisoncrs, who had nat the slightest
hope of being released.  Bur in this part of the plan they [ailed,
After the complete ocoupation of Crzechosluvakia, the Nazi
Covernment stacted o mhake eyes at Moscow, © The Nazi foreign
department saw an opportunity of wsing Communist and other
Lefi-wingr prisoners as 2 bargaining codnler in their fortheoming
trade pesotiations with Soviet Russia, which finally led to the
German-Ruwsizn treaty of August 25, 1935 During the penod
of these secret negotations, Hiter eclebrated his fifticth hirthday
which gave the Gestapo the opportunity to release thousand: of
political prisoners, who bhad been imprisened for over five years.
Thesr releases were made in the nature of gesture towards the
German-Ruossian negotiations more than a way of celebrating
Hitler's birthday. ;

With the culbreak of war, the whole policy towards prisoners
_changed,  During the first two years of war, the Leftwing
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prisoners wert given bwo choices; cither to join the army, or
spenud the rest of their lives in the concentration camps. This
was betore Lhe attack on Soviet Bussia.  Wany of them joined the
Alfriea Coeps, and the wholr ggth Corps of the German army, who
teok part in the Lybia campaizn, consisted of former prisoners of
German concentration camps. The idea of forming such a
brigade was that these prisoners, who were mainly Communists,
would willingly Hght against British Tmpetizlism. PBut here the
(estapo u;-:ﬁ& ancther miscaleulacion. The whole corps sur-
rensclered before it went into action.  The policeal warfare which
the Gestapo had conducted snccessfully before the war inside
the German concentraton camps, suffered the same defeat as the
German armies in the field. A policy of the slow exlermination
of prisoners began in the various concenrration camps. Long
before the liheration of Buchenwald the German Air Foree
bombed the “Block™ in Lthe concentration camps, killing all the
well-known German political leaders of the Left, who had heen
behind barbed wire sinec 1993. They knew too much about
Mazi cruelty, and on the eve of the Fall of the Third Reick, these
men were dangerons,

This_last act of political warfare was supporied by the Lufi-
walle. The only reason why the camp authorities did not murder

all the prisoners in the various concentration camps, was that up

to the last minule of the existence of the Third Reich, they clung
to the hope that the Allies could he persuaded to make 2 bargain
for the lives of these prisoners, by ghving Nazi war-coiminals a free
PEL'IHE.EL".
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