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I, Gerhart Henry Seger, being first duly sworn depose and state:

The defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, on August 30th, 1937 delivered
an address as the director of the Auslandsinstitut at Stuttgart, Ger-
many, in which he said: :

" We National Socialists living abroad reject the concept of such

4 cosmopolitan German whose chief ambition is te assimilate with
the people of the country in which he lives, because this cosmo-
politan German not only makes himself ridiculous in the eyes of
foreigners but because he consciously or unconsclously denies his
Germandom. We only know the concept of the complete German who,
as a cltizen of his country, is always and everywhere a German
and nothing but a Cerman, This makes him a National Socialist."

Under the direction of the defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle the Aus=
landsinstitut of Stuttgart published a Yearbook ("Jahrbuch"), in the
1937 edition of which, on page 588, it is said;

"Just as the ambassader, the envoy and the consul represent the
Government of our Reich abroad, so is the Mational Socialist group
leader the d@tandard bearer of the foreign organization, the re-
presentative of the movement for Cerman reconstruction and German
conservation, He is the representative of the Cerman natdon ab-
road. It is his responsibility to make the foreign organiszation
the true home of (ermans abroad and to teach them to understand
fully the present policy and the future plans of the Fuehrer, in
spite of distance and in egpite of the distorted influence’ of their
environment. The leader of the national group is the guaranty
that national soclalism will become something that is self-evid-
ent to the Germans abroad, just as their Germandom should be, and
that the foreign organization of the Nazi Party, on the basis of
the decree of the Fuehrer of January 30th, 1937, will become the

- foreign organization of the German Reich."

Under the direction of the defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle his ore
ganization called "The League of Germans Abroad" published, in May
1937, a pamphlet, on page 8 of which it is said

"We will never call German people who are citizens of foreign
countries aliens but racial comrades, German people will always
remain our raeial comrades, even if foreign citisenship is forced
upon them, just as members of an alien race can never become
racial comrades by means of conversdof.:. We will always remember
that we, Germans, are not only citizens of the lergest German
state, the German Reich, but that we are also racial comrades of
more than 30 000 000 Cermans outside our borders."

Under the direction of the defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle the USA
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Branch of his organization, called the "Amerika-Deutscher Volks-
Bund", generally known in the United States as the Bund, 1lssued
a yearbook, In its 1937 editien it is sald:

"Every effort in behalf of the Cermsn youth is of great impertance
over there (Germany), since the future of Germandom in America
can no longer depend upon new recruits from across the sea. It
mast find its German future in its own land, and construct it out
of its own youth, Therefore, the youth groups of the German-Amer-
ican Volksbund represent a truly great achievement for Germandom.
The children's choirs of the glee clubs help perpetuate the German
language; within the next few years the entire unified strength
of Germandom will be necessary in order to check the shrinkage in

' the Cerman populatien through the Americanization of its youth,"

After having been appointed Undersecretary of the German Forelgn
Office, the defendent Ernst Wilhelm Bohle pointed out te the Germsns abe~
road that the organization of Germans abroad was not merely a cultural
movement aimed at the promotion of German folkleore but a politieal in-

strument; he said:

-~ "Loyalty, discipline, and blind obedience are the foundation pillars
of every branch of the National Socialist Government. The loose
contact and the distance in mileage between party comrades abroad,
even though the organizations for Cermans abroad is & solid unit,
render these three virtues more necessary than ever for those of
us who are in foreign countries. Therefore we are doing right when
we keep our organizations abread free of all racial comrades whe
are not ready to adhere to the absolute discipline customary with
us.”

Throughout my activities in the United States, lecturing on the
average of seven months each year, and editing the oldest anti-Nagi
German language newspaper in the United States, I have encountered con-
stantly the effects of the pelitical direction of the Defendant Ernst
fiilhelm Bohle among Americans of Uerman descent., When I began lecturing
before purely American organizations and at American academie institut-
ions, always taking & strong anti-Nazl stand, I felt the attempis at
terrorizing everybody who was not in conformity with the Nazi aims, Nob
lese than seven times 1 have been taken back to my hotel from a public
meeting in a2 police car for physical protection from Nazis of the Bund,
who waited for me at the stage door of meeting halls to beat me wp. It
began as early as 1934 in Pasadena at the local Playhouse, where Nazis
Had tried to break up the meeting and waited for me at the stage door;
in Columbus / Bhio speaking under the auspices of the National Confer-
ence of Christians and Jews a professor Theology, Dr. Krueger, frem Wit~
tenberg College in Springfield / Ohioc was the lsader of a Nazl group
trying to break up the meeting, and police assittance had to be enlisi-
ed to aveoid public disorder,

My newspaper through its advertising manager once obtained a con-
tract for an advertisement from a furniture store in Yorkvlille, the
German part of Manhattan, New York City. After the ad had sppeared for
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the first time the propietor of the store was visited by a Bund member
in uniferm; he was told that he still had an uncle in Germany, and if
he did not wish to heve this relative run into trouble he better ceased
to support an anti-Nazi newspapsr such as mine.

While the vast majority of the Americans of German descent in the
United States were loyal Americans, and the membership of the Americen
branch of the organiszdtion under the direction of the defendant Ernst
#ilhelm Bohle never exceeded a membership of approximately 21 000 per-
sons, those who did belong to it were a closely knit unit, following
the law of blind obsdience as laid down by the deferidant,

Under the direction of the defendamt, the American branch of his
organization adhered to the basic program of the Nazi party implicitly,
disregarding the loyalty as American citizens., Under the direction of
the defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, the American branch of his organization
was active as a fifth column of Hitler's government in every concelvable

way:

It expounded Nazi views in its meetings and newspapers; it did send
Bund members in uniform into meetings of American organizations, either
to contradict whoever was the speaker, or to create disturbances and to
break up such meetings. VWhen the Cerman rearmament began, the American
Branch of Brnst Wilhelm Bohle's organization began to induce Americans of
German descent to renounce their American citizenship, return to Germany
to help in the rearmament program, an appeal which - successfully in
many instances - was particularly directed to skilled metal workers.
Under the direction of the defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, the American
pbranch of his organigzation conducted a drive to make the members forget
their loyalty to the United States, explaining to them that their first
loyelty was to Germany and National Socialism, In conformity with the
Nagzi views on socalled "inferior races", and under the direction of the
defendant Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, the American branch of his organization
erganized and conducted a boycott against members of the Jewlsh Ihith,
politically, economically and socially,

/s/ Gerhart H, Seger
GERHART H. SEGER
Subscribed and sworn to before me this
5th day of March 1948

/8/ Walter Lretz
WALTER ERETZ :
Notary Public in the State of New York
Residing in Bronx County
Bronx Co, Clk's No. 201,Reg. No, 122-E~9
Certification Filed in
N, Y, Co. Clk's No.895, Reg.No. 230-B~9
Kings Co. Clk's No. 86, Reg. No. 190-B-9
Queens Co. Clk's No. Elﬂl Reg. Ho. 159-B-9
Vommission Expires March 30, 1949
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SUBJECT: Transmittal of Affidavit

TO: - Office, U, 8. Chief of Counsel
APO 6964, c/o Postmaster
" New York, New York
ATTENTION: Mr. William Caming

1. Reference is made to your cable DTG 270831Z requesting an
affidevit from Mr, Cerhart H. Seger. The requested affidavit is
inclesed, in triplicate, for your information.

2. It is reguested that this affidavit bn brought to the
Attention of Dr. Hobert M. W. Hempner.

3. It is further reguested that this office be advised as
expeditiously as possible whether and when Mr, Seger's services will
be required as a witness at the trial.

FOR THE CHIEF, CIVIL AFFAIRS DIVISION:

1 Inecl: EDWARD H. YOUNG
Affdvt Seger, Colonel, GSC
in trip Chief, War Crimes Branch

Civil Affalrs Division
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