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This inquiry wre conducfed for the mest part witkln the British

Zone, =nd the writer is"indebted to scvernl Britieh Military

Government Officers for| gererous sesistance and inﬂ&rm&%t&ﬁi--gft“m—““ﬂ

list of German: intervegpted includes : SPULIBLIS et o gtiasty
His Exeellerncy, the Bishop of Buerder ]Gﬁhmj Dfslandy i o4 23
Fis Excellency, the Archbishop of Cologne ¥ Akz q‘ %Séﬂﬁi
Oherbiirgermeizter| Konred Adenzuer, Cologne ;;T.___ """"""""
Profescor Sigfried Behn, Bonn University %

Dr. Werie SeclFlueter-Eemke, now in Gexran Education
.Pfuender, Muenster, former Stete Secretery in ithe Relch
Cheneellery.

The officials of the Katholische Arbeiterverbinde

The Abbot of karis Larsch ’

Dr. Nueller, of the Cologne Cargtusverbend esnd other similearx
pfficiels.

Ruffini, former secretsry of the “henigh Center Party

A nupber of minor Cetkolic erd Frotestant af‘iniels.

Trotestant opposition centered arounéd the psstors in the s=o
alled Conféssional group. Percentgse wise this very sincere orgenlza-

tlcn suffered nmore at the hends of tke Gestapo and the Party then
did the Catholic clergyl Admiration for their stznd is universal in
Anti Nazi circles, and forms the basis for current proposals to re-
orgenize the Center Pazfty as a "Christien Socisl Party" with Pro-
testant cooperation. BuE zt least in the Bhineland there appears
to have teen no very large body of laymen to support thecse clerics
and perhaps one reason Tor trheir fz=te in concentration camps ete.,
ie to be found there. On the other ‘keand, strong éruupa of Protestant
-theclogians went along with the Fro Wazi "German Lhristisns". They
virtuzlly controlled the Protestant theoclogicel feculty at Bonn,
and esrveer to heave been| even stronger =t Heidelberg. We were told
that Protestgnt anti-Fagzi strength hed been greeter in cities like
Hanover and “agen, but hed rno opportunity to check these accounts.

In the Catholic sectisns of the conntry, opposition varied con-
=ideratly. Perheps the most completely non-Nazl districts were in
the Kobleng-Trier areas, where the total Wazi strength is reliably

reported to khave been less thet 4%. Most of the autrorities concur that:

meny minor civifdl servants-railway white collar employees, etc-
wore the Party button by reason of compulsion only. Some, however,
take the position that svch membershipa indicate readiness to concur
in Perrty actiohe and ate therefore to be considered reprehensible.
The =econd group iﬁclude Moyor Adensuer. Thet Catholic resistance
in Wegtphelie was EtIGﬂF in eleerly shown by the stand 0of the Biszhop
wrho stated very frankly that hiz sddresses would have been impos-
sible had the Nazis notlnown that the Catholie public eggerly sup-
rorted him. In addition there are many oivil servants who did not
conform at all. Ferhavs the best known ¢f these in Muenster is Drx.
Pfuender, who was removed g Regierungspresident of the distriet
because of his unwillingness to serve the Party.

On the other rand, churchmen are ready to admit thkat Nagl
pressure hed considerable results. %hey do not, a2s a rule, telieve.
trat specific Naczi doctrines-theoriea of race, etc geriously misled
meny. PBut they observe trket gs g congequence of tle measures taken to
curtail the activity off the churech much was lost of the older etricel
and zpiritusl heritare. Az one priest put it: "Hitler affected us
negatively, even as did the war. That 1is, vears of spirituzl recon-
atruction will hsve to laccompasny years of meterisl rebuilding."

Ho exact report on the atruggle is svailable. Appended is a
summer ¥y prepared by the Archdiocese of Cologne of the principal
measurea teken to curtgil the éhureh. It iz hoped that eimiler
gummerier can be secvured from Muenster snd other dioceszesz, yet even
thiz will be difficult to scqguire for szome time to come. The Bishop
of lucrster pointed out thet 21l the papers of his Chenhcer y office
were hurned “uring the incessent sir raids visited upon his city.
Cologne hes promieed to provide a detailed esccout of individual
afflicetions vieited upon Catholice- that is a sort of Martyrology
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listing deaths, cases of impricsonment, loss of positions etc. Under
existing conditions which hamper communicution slmos t tc the point
of extinction, it mev be =8 long time before such o document can he
pbtained,. | :

Ferheps the ~os't effective kinds of moral oppositicn were
three in number. First the writing of pPagtoral letlers by the Bishops
and their disseminetion. The moszt important of these letters was pro-
bably that of 1942, which outlired the egsential principles of the
catholic moral law. DListening to, digtributing end resding thece
letters led to slmost innvmerable arrests ana penaltiez. “ome of
the Bishops were much more courageous than others. Men like Cardinal
Schulte of Cologne were over cautious, if not azctually timid, Others,
like jron clad Bishop of Muenger, were wnolly unrestrained and fesrless)
Second, the maintenence of selected groups of yvoung people in the
parishes. <hese Kerntrupnen were cerefully wotched by the Gestapo, and
any infraction of the rule against anythine except purely religious

E groups continued despite war

conditions, so thet there sre now nuclei eround which the youth
organizations can be rebuilt. Third, the resistonce offered by the
Catholic Worker Sosieties. '

This last is of suflicient importence to merit specisl consider-
atlon. Whereas the “hristiszn Trade Unions were so badly affected
that their reconstitution cannot, in the opinion of Adenauer, be
contemplated, the Societies remsined atrong and pretty well built
until the end. The Trade Unions heve loct preectically their entire lea-
dership through death, exile and defectio y though the first is the most
lmportant faector. But today some of the lesders of the Ypeieties
still survive, and their Gologne headquarters have survived the
bombirg. ‘rrouvghout the whole period, the position maintained was
ostensibly anti-nazi. At the end, some 0f the lenders were involved
in the July uprising, as a result of Goerdelera' visit. Not all were
apprehended. Monsignor Mueller died in = ferlin Jail. The two ablest
of the younger men, Dr Letterhzus {once 2 deputy to the Prussian
Landteg, and Dr CGross were hanged. Details of their desths are
available. Nazi practice was to remove the person apprehended to 2
specisl cell-block. After that, no news was ever received. The
relatives did not in moet instances definitely learn whether the
victime had been executed. Yomen were permtted 4o visit their huse-
bands, priecr to removal to the fatsl cell-bhlock. If they uttered
complaints sgainst the regime, they were seized end put into a con- i
centretion camp. The prison chaplein secretly warned many wives to be
on their gusrd. No religious ministration were permitted prior to
execution. Torture was used, but survivors s=y that the intelligence
rethods were primitive. Puender, who was involved in the matter btut
wag sentenced by reason of a lack of evidence, tells a dramatic
story of his experiences when, after havins been found guilty by the
Bhlksgericht, he was nevertheless clamped into prison and then trans-
ferred from ondconcentration camp to another until finslly released by
American troops. llany of the Arbeitervereine men egceped beczuse the
bombing made it possible for. them to hide. Evidence indicatecs that
these men were ready to participate in any =zction against the regime
which would muster sufficient strengbh to have a chance of succeas.

More generally, catholic leaders complained in paorticulsr of
the results of family separation. The German authorities in evacudting
children, seem to have followed procedures customary in other countrieg,
but trhe churc' was excluded from any share of responaibility for the
welfere of the children. Catechisns and other religio~aducationsl
literature were not permitted, the argument being thzt = paper =shortage
prevented sciione VWhat lcsting effect the displacement will haove is
not known. But experienced welfare workers look upon it as very serdous.
leaxly everybody is aware thet what ie going on is the liqufidntioq of
a civilization. ITkhet is no plezepnt sight. The question is only:
at what point can the trend towards chnoa be helted?

We come now %o the guestion of tle support given by Cotholics
as members of the armed forces. The guestion wae put to the Archbishop
of Cologne, w'o answered me follows:"Concdrning wer de "Filehrer®
made hie declsions alone, and in any cuase |coneulted only his closest
¢ollaborators, The people mccented the wir withount enthurissm and




and without being at 211 clear of whet the declzrations of war
involved. The asitusation wes entirely different from that of 1914,
wren enthusiaesm ren highk. There wes never any general mobilization.
The men were recruited individuzlly, often at night. There wzs not
even a desire for public acts of worship as a result of the outbreak
of the war. After way had been declared, the German soldier did his
duty in accordance with what they considered the implication of
their ozth to the flag (Fahneneid). To judge either justice or in-
Justice of the war wag practically impossidble, sinee no one hed been
"permitted to know the [details of the diplomatic discuscions which
proceeded and since the public was deprived of any communication with
the outside world. The German soldier oheyed hn“ fought well, zs

long a2 the injustice |and the hovelessness of the conflict were not
evident. There is nothlng in Gauhﬂllﬂ morazl teaching which condemns
the pttitude he assumed.

Thie aprears to have been the generally preveiling point of
view. Very few catholicg anti Nazig refused to perform their military
dvty. VWhkether the Pishops should have been more veocel in their
oppositinn is an importent gquestion which is hotly debated. The
Bichors undoubtedly construed treir obligation rether narrowly-that
is, they acted only when the rules legid down in trestisms or morel
theﬁ]ngv compelled them to éo so. There zre, 0of course, exceptions
to this rule. But in th opinion of many Catholie lsymen, the Bishope
should hzve been far rore outspoken than they were.

A1l Catholics expected that whken the war wos over, the attack
on the church would beégin in sernest. *here 1s no dissenting opinion
atout this, among either the clergy or ihe 1n’ﬂrmed laity. Hitler
himself hed several times voiced his opinion on this subject. It ie
certain that he would have met with determined resistance, if one
can credit those who were interviewed.

-End-

Dr. GEORGE M. SHUSTER
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