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Minehen, den 25.S8eptember 1952

Hiederschrift der Unterredung des Herrn Erich K e m p kua,
geboren 1910 in Essen, wohnhaft in Minchen - 8, Lucile-Grahn-
str.36/I11, durchgefiihrt in Minchen am ¢~ 2 475"  nit
Dr.Georg F ranz im Auftrag des Instituts flir Zeitgeschichte
Iiinchen.

Erich Kempka war Kraftfahrer bei Hitler seit 1932. Sclange
Schreck, Hitlers erster Eraftfahrer lebte, war er dessen Stell-
vertreter und fuhr aushiifsweise, wenn Schreck sus irgendeinem
Grund abwesend war, Hitler; sonst den ersten Begleitwagen.
llach Schrecks Tcde (1935) wurde er stindiger Fahrer Fitlers.
Hitler hatte ihn 1932 perstnlich zu diesem Dienst ausgesucht.
fempka fuhr Hitler auch nach Wiessee beim sogenannten RShm-
Putsch (30.6.34). Er kam mit Hitler per Flugzeug von Minster in
Westfalen in Minchen am 30.6. morgens 4Uhr an. Auf dem Flughafen
wurde Hitler von zwel Reichswehroffizieren empfangen. Er fuhr
dann Hitler ins Braune Haus, we¢ rickwirts zum Schutz eine Kom-
panie Reichswehr untergebracht war. Dann fuhr er Hitler nach
Viessee, Goebbels sass im Wapen und hatte die Liste, nach der
die SA-Fihrer verhaftet und erschossen wurden. Im "Hanslbauer"
in Wiessee ging Hitler von Tir zu Tir und sagte:"Sies sind wver-
haftet!" So auch 2u Rthm, dessen Zimmertiire unverschlcssen war.
Rohm lag nech im 3ett. Er hatte zwel ineinandergehende Zimmer.
Hitler ging herein und sagte:"Du bist verhaftet!" Rthm sagte
zwelmal:"Heil, mein Fihrer!" Gegeniiber war das Zimmer wvon
Heines, der mit dem Lustknaben noch im Bett lag; nebenan Berg-
mann, dann Ketterer mit Frau; vor EKetterers Tiir sagte Hitler:
"Ketterer nicht!".

Die Verhafteten wurden in die Waschiiiche gesperrit;R0hm blieb
upten im Vorraum und sagte, eine Zigarette rauchend: "Wegen
Hochverrat kann man mir nichts machen, ich habe als Verteidiger
den ...{an den Namen kecnnte sich Kempka nicht mehr erinnern),

Vor dem Bemuch bel Mussolini wollte Hitler einma]l von Berch-
tesgaden konmend Rthm in Wiessee sprechen. Er fuhr mit Adolf
Millers{Verleger) Motorboot iiber den See. Riohm aber liess sich

in Wiessee verleugnen und empfing Hitler nicht. Die SA-Fihrer-
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besprechung fiir den 30.6.34 erfolgte auf Grund einer Verein-
barung zwischen Eéhm und Hitler nach Hitlers Riickkehr aus
Italien.

Kempka ist liberzeugt, dass ein Putech gegen Hitler geplant
war. Es soll Tatsache sein, dass 3tandartenfiher Uhl Hitler
erschiessen sgllte. Die Rolle Hohms iat noch unklar; es ist
unwahrscheinlich, dass er an eine gewaltsame Beseitigung Hitlers
dachte, doch ist es nicht ausgeschlossen, dass er wvollendete
Tatsachen geduldet und hingencmmen hitte.

Von den ¥erhafteten wurden die "kleinen Leute" in Dachau
erschossen, die "grossen leute" in Stadelheim,

Kempka hat wie bekdnnt 1945 Hitlers Leiche verbrannt. Er
sagte aus, lass Hitler Slﬂh um 13 Uhr mittags am 30.April 45
erschossen habe. Kempksa verbrannte Hitlers Leiche noch am
Nachmittag des gleichen Tages in der Bodenwanne, die durch
Aufatellung elner Betommaschine entstanden war. Hitlers Leiche
und die Eva Brauna wurden in Decken eingehiillt und dann mit
Benzin iibergossen. Die Tecken saugten sich stark mit Benzin
voll, Dies diirfte die griindliche Verbrennung der beiden Leichen
erklidren. Spater fand man Hitlers Unterkiefer mit Zahnprothese.

Goebbels erschoss sich genau an der gleichen Btelle, an der
Hitlers Leiche verbrannt worden war.
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HISTORICAL IITERROGATION REPORT li uﬂ‘ ig

SOURCE ' ¢t Obersturmbannfilhrer BErich EE{FEKA
Chief Driver & Henﬂ of tha threr'n Motor Pnnl.
! ; i

DATE by :: EE Heptamber 1945
FPLACE . 1. Thizrd Army Intelligence Center '
INTERROGATOR 1 I.t'.'?fcl;_ 0.5.Bals . 7 N ross B
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I. Date anﬂ Circumatanuea of Adolf Hitler's Death
II.Additional Statamenta

I. Personal Datd snd Credibility of Source:
Source has given F detailed account of the cremation of the

 bodiee of Adolf Hitler snd Eva Braun and is the principal witness

testifying to their depth in the bunker of the Reich Chancellery
in Berlin. Kempka's dctalled statement 1ls to be published shortly
as cn intelligence report by the Third Army Intelligence Center.
dource hag been interrogated by Lt Blake who states that every
effort has been made to detect mource in a contradiction or devia-
tion from his originsl] statement, but with no success. In his
opinion i1t is wunlikely that the account in such detzll could be
entirely fabricated.

Source is 34 yeara of age and was first employed in the
Filhrer's Mctar Pool 1n March 1932 und became first driver and head
of the Liotor Pool on- 16 Moy 1936 follcwing the death ¢of 53 Brigade-
filhrer Schreck. It is worth noting that in this position the great—
est excctitude, alertness end observence of detail were required of
the holder. On ‘ell important public occasions Hitler's arrival and
departure by motor wa% planned on a timetable palculated down %0
30 seconds. In advunci of parades or automobile journeys the dist—
anice was measured ; the speed of the car, wnd the exact time re=-

uired, were calculats d g travel timetable fixed zccord .
DICLASSIFIED-DOD Direotd E«lﬂg o @ ingly
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Source successfully performed these and other exacting duties
requiring close observation and attention to winute detail.

Source realizes that the time cnd menner of Hitler's death is

of historical importance acnd insigts. that: he has no reason to
falaify the facts. The general impression oreated by source's
remarks and attitude ds that of a cr=dible witness. Confllieting
dates of Hitler's death have been given by persons at the Fihrer's
- HQ elasiming to have knowledge of the facts, It was mainly on

this point that source wias reinterrogated.

QUESTION : In your report how did you fix the Fiihrer's death
as occuring on 30 Aprill instead of 1 Lay or 27 April ¢

KE/PEA 1 By reference to 1 May, which was the date of the
order given to those remaining in the Reich Chancellery to

break out through the Russian lines. Orizinally the order for |
the attempt was glven for the evening of the duy of the Fihrerla
death, after the cremation, but it w=zs postponed for 24 hours
while General Krebs nezotlated with General Zhukov. It was then
too late and the attempt was ' poatponed for 24 hours, That is
how I fixed the date as 30 Apiil —-- approximately 24 hours be-
fore our atiempted escape, which was on 1 ilay.

|
|
QUESTION : When did you last see the! Fihrer allve ?

- KEIIPEA On the day before his death at about 4 BM. outside
his perannal gpartment In the bunker, Hitler shook my hand and
agsked how the motor transport was zgolnz, I replled that the ve-

hicles were in bad condition, destroyed and damazed, but that

we were 8tlll able to transport tne necessary food for the cmner-
zency hosapltals within the zone of the Chancellery. Hitler apoxe
a word of encouragement, smiled amd then znterzd nis personal
room. He had 2 large-scale map of Berlin in his hand.

QUEZTION : When dld you next see the Fihrer, or his body?

KZiPRA : On the following day. About 2:40 P.li.3 SS-Sthf.
Gunzche called me at the motor pool requesting that 200 litres
of iasoline be brousht to the escepe door of the bunker in the
garden behind the Relch Chancellery. At the ateps leading up

to the entrance I met 33-3thf. Ginsche, who told me that the
Fihrer had shot himgelf, I then saw the body of the Fihrer
wrapped in a grey blanket being carried out by Linge with some-
- one helping him, The head and body were covered and there wers
no traces of blood on the blanket. Only the lesa bhelow the

kneeg were visilble, showing the black lcw—cut shoes, black socka,
and black trousers which the Fihrer ordinarily wore. Rﬁlchaleitar
Bormann then came out of the apartment corrying Zva Breun's
hody. It wan unuuvereﬁL her face unchanzed and her mouth was
half opened. On her lerft side the dress gppeared wmoist cnd dar-
kened, wpreswmably by blood, I took the body from him cnd ctrried
it to the stalrs whoare it was ftaken hy Ghdﬂcht and carrisd up

to the entronce of the bunker cond zlaced in the trench by the
other body. The gusoline waez then boured uve: the beodies ond
i#ni+eﬁ.

QUESTION : VWhy was not Evae Brazun's hudy also wrapped in a
blanket 7
ARLPEA 1 It was noi necassary. She was falrly slight of

bulilld znd not heavy to uarﬂy. In @ bl&nkat the Fihrer's body
wasd caglsr to carry.

QUESTION : Who carried the Fihrer's body %

LILPREA -~ 3 85-5tbf. Linge, the Adjutant, and another person,
Yiho the second person was I an unubla to reaull You can imusine
the gtrain we viere under.

QUESTION 3 You have stated in your report that the followlng
personsa were present at the cremation: Relcheleiter Bormann,

Dr.3ocbbels, S53-5tbf. Glnsche, B5-5tbf.Linze and yourself,
Io 1t possible thaot Gthulg vers hﬂniuﬂt T
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EEMPKA : 7Possibly Generazl Burgdorf, I %annﬂt recall, nor can
reucmber who helped Linge carry the PMughrer's body, It all
hoppened quickly, in a matter of minutes, as artillery shelling

wae heavy and it was dangerous, f

QUESTION : Do you Ynow if any remains were removed after the
cremation ? !

KEiPEA ¢ I did not go back to the bunker entrance and cunnot
Say. Lhere wes a SD sentry at the entrance and probably only he

would inow. The photographs of the trench which appeared in your

“pepera is not the one in which the bodied were orewated, That
was much further from the bunker entranee than the suall shal-
low trench -- not more than 3 or 4 metors from the entrance ——
in which the bodics were lzid.

QUESTICHN : What did you do after lecving the bunker entrance ¢

KELIPILA : We went to the Fihrer's wpartment and looked in
throu il the open door. I maw the two plstols with which the
Fuehrer and ive Braun had committed wulcide.

QUESTION 3 What is ﬁour iupresslon as to|the length of time elap=-

sing between the Pihrer's desth and the oremation 7

KEPEA : I do not think they had besn dead wore than a chort
vime -- Irom &a quarter to half an hour,

I
QULSTION : Do you think Hitler had any intention of leaving
Berlin %

SiPLA 3 No, after he had given orders|to all Gauleiters and

Party leaders to remain at thelr posts, he oould scarcely de-

- gsert his own. I think he intended to send Bva Braun awny, but
- she steyed wmtil it wag too late.

QUuITION : About the reported warriage of the Filhrer and
Friulein Draun, from what source d4id you get this report 7

KelPEA _ : Pirst, I heard 1t as a rumour amons the men. Then
oné of our men decided to marry his young lady =nd I went to
Dr. Neuvmenn, Dr. Goebbel's deputy, znd asked him if it could
be arrenged. He said :"Why did they not apply two days azo
when the Fihrer and Fréulein Braun and two of thes orderlies
were married ?" Reportedly, the marriases were performed by a
legal officlul of the Propazsnda Ilinistry.

QUESTION : Dr.bawsenn's statewment ls the only basis for your
{ Imowledze of the marrviaze ?

KaiPXA & Yes. Frauw Junge, cne of tha Puhrer's secrctaries, who

wio close to Zva Braun and attended the lats nlght tecs of the

Fikhrer's Intimate ecirele, might lmow morg. She also escapcd from

EE'I‘lin.

QUULSTION : What about llrs. Feselein, Evals slster 7

KEIPRA : She waa not there, She was in the South, Her husband
S5-0bergruppenfilhrer Pegelein wes repnrgﬁd axsouted for atteump-
ting to desesrt hls post sometime: between 25 and 29 April

QUZSTION : When did you last see Dr. Goebbels ?

KEPEA 3 About 8 P,N., on 1 May before the attempted escape,
T colled at that “time %o report., I did npt see the children

and 1t wes wy impressiom that they were sent away praviously.
with a nurss.

QUESTION : Do you think Bormann escaped ¢

KiPEA - He was with a group that stteupted, after the first
fuilure, to br:ak out with & swall force|of armored cars und
one or two tanks. It is doubtful if Llhey| guoceeded, If he is
not in Husslan hends, then he is surely (dcad., Frowm one of the
wowen in the party I heurd thot alter thi fallure of the breake-
throush Ambussgedor ewel cowmmitted szuiclde by toking poison,
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QUESTION : Was the Fithrer an easy eipluyer 7

KElVPEA ¢ Yes, indeed. He was always conslderate and thoushtful,
Offen when we would be in the Rnineland, he would t:1l me to
take one of the cars and visit Ly parensg ncar Essen., My perenta
. Wwere working people -- my father was a miner by occupation,
The Fihrer would send thew creetings and 200 or 300 wmorks os &
bresent with the suszestion that they talke a plcasure trip. He
"wes always thoughitlal,

QUESTION : Did he give instruction from the bagk seat whils tra..

velling ? Did he prefer Tast or moderebe gpeeds ¥ )
KE.PKA : ALl journcys were cavefully scheduled snd wapped in |
advunce. Directlons were wnnccessary. Wa were required by hig
ordecr to observe all teaffie resulations and specd limitss —-
‘quite unlike some of the Cauleilezs. Ve never cxceeded 40 lum
per hour in towns and 60 in the country. I know thot only in 5
The election cauwpaizns of 1929 and 1932 wago his cor driven ot
& gpeed of B0 lm per hours,

II. ADDITIORAL STATEMITS ‘

Last Days in the Chancellery. On 19 April source went to con- ]
grafﬁIa%e Hitler on his Eir%ﬁday (20 April) as no special cere- 1
mony had been plamned. He saw the Fihrerp about 2 P.l. He appea- l
red well and Himmlert's statement thoet he had suffered a stroke .

and would die socon is without foundation.

At That time the followin, were still in the Reich Chuncel- l
lexry : Gen. Lrebs, Chief of the CGenersl Steff; Ambassedor Hewel; ]
Gen. burgdorf, Chisf of ths army rersonnel Office ; S3-Grof. t
Rattenhuber, Chief of the iSD ; Relcnslciter Bormann ; S3-Grpf.

Baur ; S55-Brizadef., Montke, Combat CO of the felich Chancellary "
arza ; Dre.iorrsell ; Rear Admiral Pubttisoisier ;7 Col. Von Below l
(L Adj.) ; S8-3rpf.Peselein ; Dr,Goebbels ond Temily, and Dr. 1
llgumenn, Dr,.Gosbbels? deputy. Between 20 and 23 Aoril most of :
the FPlhrer's centouraze left Herlin as the Auasisns advanced to-
word the csnter of the eify. Afscr 20 April, Hlualer, Gooring, :
‘Keitel and Jodl did not reburn to Berlin, Sveer came once on )
22 or 23 April end Ribbentrop sow Iitler on 23 or gd Fupll ol
(Source provided all transport and scheduled the trips to the air
fields, therelfore knowing who came znd went) .

source reports that accordins to Mrs. traudel Junge, one of
. She two private secretaries remaining in the Chancellery, Eva ]
Braun gave away all her personal effecets and belongings to the !
Secretaries and her intimate friends. Lirs, Junze receilved Eva's
silver fox coat., lirs.Junze also told source, who encountered her i
on 7 lay at Havelberg on the Elbe after the escape frow Derlin, :
that in the last days Hitler and Lva Dreun talked woatly about
death and similar subjects.

HITLER'S DOUSLE. Source ineists that no double waa ever uscd fop
sltler. Lis cor, however, wus protected by speclal 3 mm armwor-
plate and bullet-proof gleaas. :

Attempts on Fitler's 1ife., As far as source knows the only atteupts
on Hitler's ¢ bomb attewpts at the Burgerbriukeller on
8 INov 1939 and at the HQ on 20 July 1944, :

lioenls Purce , JSource accompanied Hitler and him entourare from
Sad Godcuberg to lunich and drove the Fihrer to Bed Wiesasce on
Icoernses where Hoehm cnd his group were arrested. Source's account
does not vary frow those alrcedy published. About two wecks after
the purge, source drove Hitler to leudeck. After the interview with
Hindenburg, he heard Hitler tell the othep cocupinto of the cur:
"Ihe old gentlelwn told we, wy Chanccllor, those who weke hiclory
have to be ablée to shed blood ",
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